
 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of July 6, 2022 
Beginning at 12:30 PM 

Held via Zoom and available to view at 
https://www.youtube.com/user/planpghvideo 

In Attendance: 
 
Members Staff 

Lucia M. Aguirre Sharon Spooner 

Richard Snipe Sarah Quinn 

Matthew Falcone  
James Hill  

David Green  

Andrew Dash  

Karen Loysen  

 
Call to Order: Ms. Aguirre calls role and confirms that a quorum is present.  

 
Old Business-None. 
New Business: 

Approval of Minutes:  In regards to the June 2022 meeting minutes, Mr. Falcone moves 
to approve and Mr. Snipe seconds. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion 
carries.  
   
Approval of Issuance of Certificates of Appropriateness:  In regards to the issuance 
of Certificates of Appropriateness in June 2022, Mr. Falcone moves to approve and Mr. 
Snipe seconds. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries.  

 
Other Business: 

1. Ms. Quinn  explains the situation with the PLI directed work at 4341 Schenley Farms 

Terrace. She states that in the past, life safety building issues have been brought by PLI to 

HRC staff, with an application to be made to the HRC after-the-fact. However, she states 

that there is a clause in the ordinance that allows the HRC to review a life safety issue over a 

90 day period if they choose. She asks Mr. Green for additional info. 

2. Mr. Green states that he requested that this issue be added to the agenda in order to have a 

discussion as a Commission about not only this situation, but what the best approach would 

be going forward. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks about prior similar cases. 

4. Ms. Quinn states that the building inspectors are good at keeping an eye on things and 

keeping staff informed. She states that the most recent case was in Manchester, which PLI 

did not inform HRC staff of until after the demolition happened, so it is good that staff and 

the HRC are able to see this one ahead of time. She states that this situation is fairly rare, 

but in the future these can be brought to HRC if desired. 

5. Mr. Green gives more information about the emergency demolition of 1418 Page Street in 

Manchester as well as an in-kind replacement of two buildings on East Carson Street. He 

states that there could be several options to handle these going forward. 
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6. Ms. Quinn states that emergency situations can be added to new business, and non-

emergencies can be reviewed as normal. 

7. Mr. Falcone moves to adjourn until 1:00pm. 

8. Mr. Green seconds. 

9. Ms. Aguirre calls the meeting back to order at 1:00pm and confirms that a quorum is 

present before moving to Hearing and Action. 

Directors Report: 
 
Adjourn: 
 
Mr. Snipe moves to adjourn. 

Mr. Hill seconds. 

Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote, all are in favor and meeting is adjourned. 

Minutes of the agenda items follow. 



Pittsburgh HRC – July 6, 2022 

 
915 Ridge Avenue 

                                                                     
Allegheny West Historic District 

 

Owner:  
James Messer 
CCAC 
800 Allegheny Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15233 

 
Ward:  22nd 
 
Lot and Block:  7-H-339 
 

 
Applicant: 
Hayes Design Group 
100 Ryan Court Suite 11 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15205 

Council District: 1st   
 
Inspector:  
 
Application Received:  5/12/20 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Alterations to previously-approved window replacement. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Andy Rose speaks on behalf of the project. He explains the project and goes 
through the presentation. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment. 

3. Ms. Carole Malakoff speaks on behalf of the LRC. She states that they met with the 
applicant, and states that this is one of the five monumental historic mansion 
along Ridge Avenue and is a very significant property. She states that the two part 
of the project are the increase in size of the brick mold, which they accept. The 
second part of the proposal is the window color, which they are totally opposed to 
the white windows proposed. She state that the existing windows and other 
windows to Ridge Avenue have dark windows, so they would like these windows to 
be painted in a similar color. 

4. Ms. Aguirre enters for the record the LRC comments received via email. She asks 
for additional public comment; there is none. She asks for comments and 
questions from Commissioners. 

5. Mr. Snipe asks if the window color was addressed at the original meeting. 

6. Mr. Rose states that he wasn’t present at that meeting, but he consulted with his 
colleague Kristy Costanzo who attended and provided the specs that were 
submitted for approval, which specified white windows. 

7. Mr. Snipe asks what the current window color is. 

8. Mr. Rose didn’t think the color would be an issue, so didn’t provide photos 
showing existing windows. He states that there is a brownish brick mold with pale 
grayish-green windows. 

9. The Commission views streetview photos and the previously-approved renderings. 

10. Ms. Aguirre states that the windows don’t look white to her, and she is in 



agreement with the LRC that the window size is fine if they look right otherwise as 
far as the color. 

11. The other Commissioners agree. 

12. Mr. Rose states that they can change the brick mold color easily, but the windows 
are more of an issue and white screens have already been manufactured. 

13. Ms. Loysen asks if the screens could be painted as well. 

14. Mr. Rose said it is probably possible, although he is not sure of the lead time or 
cost. 

15. Ms. Aguirre states that she would like to see some options. 

16. Ms. Quinn agrees and states that an appropriate color will disguise the increased 
size of the brick mold. 

17. Ms. Aguirre reminds the Commission that they can’t consider cost and suggests 
tabling the application for 30 days. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Falcone moves to table the application for 30 days to explore coloration of the 
windows. 

2. Mr. Snipe seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – July 6, 2022 

 
823 Western Avenue 

                                                                     
Allegheny West Historic District 

 

Owner:  
Sarah Mistick 
Irwin Brighton LLC 
1300 Brighton Road 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15233 

 
Ward:  22nd 
 
Lot and Block:  8-A-54,55 
 

 
Applicant: 
Yoko Tai 
Tai + Lee Architects PC 
3106 Brereton Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15219 

Council District: 1st   
 
ZDR #: DCP-ZDR-2022-03689 
 
Application Received:  4/21/22 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Construction of a new residence. 

Discussion: 

1. Ms. Yoko Tai speaks as the architect for the project. She explains the project and 
goes through the presentation. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment. 

3. Ms. Carole Malakoff speaks on behalf of the LRC. She states that they met with the 
applicant, and initially had concerns about the synthetic materials but are very 
pleased with the revisions. She states that this is the first new construction in 40 
years and will set a good precedent and will be a great addition to the 
neighborhood. 

4. Ms. Aguirre enters for the record the LRC comments received via email. She asks 
for additional public comment; there is none. She asks for comments and 
questions from Commissioners. She states that she is pleased with the changes and 
with the applicant working with the LRC. 

5. Mr. Snipe states that he has no concerns.  

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Hill moves to approve the application as submitted. 

2. Mr. Snipe seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – July 6, 2022 

 
1426 Chateau Street 

                                                                     
Manchester Historic District 

 

Owner:  
Margaret Watson 
Molly Watson Design LLC 
8917 Horton Hwy 
College Grove, TN 37046 

 
Ward:  21st 
 
Lot and Block:  22-P-83 
 

 
Applicant: 
Margaret Watson 
Molly Watson Design LLC 
8917 Horton Hwy 
College Grove, TN 37046 

Council District: 6th 
 
Inspector:  
 
Application Received:  6/17/22 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Façade renovations including reopening of a window. 

Discussion: 

1. Ms. Molly Watson speaks as the owner and applicant for the project. She explains 
the project and goes through the presentation. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. She asks for comments and 
questions from Commissioners. 

3. Mr. Hill asks what the applicant is thinking about color. 

4. Ms. Watson states that she would like advice as to appropriate colors. She would 
like to use colors that are darker than what’s there if possible. 

5. Mr. Hill states that the applicant can work with staff on colors. 

6. Ms. Aguirre agrees and states that the colors should be harmonious with the house 
and neighborhood. She suggests that once she gets to the point of painting that she 
contact staff. 

7. Mr. Falcone asks if the applicant has specifications for the windows yet. 

8. Ms. Watson states that she has measurements, but can get full drawings and 
specifications from the manufacturer. 

9. Mr. Falcone states that that can be provided to staff. He asks if the brick will be 
cleaned. 

10. Ms. Watson states that the brick will be cleaned and repointed in an appropriate 
color, and the sandstone skirting will be cleaned as well. 

11. Mr. Falcone states that she can continue to work with staff on a cleaning approach. 
He states that he is confident in the project and states that she has the right 
approach. 



 Motion: 

1. Mr. Faclone moves to approve the application with the caveat that specifications 
for windows be submitted to staff and that applicant continue to work with staff on 
cleaning of brick and other issues. 

2. Mr. Dash seconds. 

3. Mr. Green adds that specifications and drawings for the front door may be needed. 

4. Mr. Faclone accepts the amendment. 

5. Ms. Loysen states that the applicant mentioned that the original door trim exists 
inside the house. 

6. Ms. Watson says that is correct, the trim is being restored and glass will be added 
back. 

7. Ms. Aguirre asks if this can be reviewed by staff or if it should come back to 
Commsission. 

8. Mr. Hill states that he is comfortable with staff review. 

9. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – July 6, 2022 

 
1245 Resaca Place 

                                                                     
Mexican War Streets Historic District 

 

Owner:  
The Mattress Factory 
500 Sampsonia Way  
Pittsburgh, PA 15212 
 

 
Ward:  22nd 
 
Lot and Block:  23-J-249 
 

 
Applicant: 
Ryan Indovina  
Indovina Associates 
3185 Penn Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15219 

Council District: 1st   
 
Inspector:  
 
Application Received:  6/4/22 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Building renovations including window replacement. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Ryan Indovina speaks as the architect for the project. He explains the project 
and goes through the presentation. 

2. Mr. David Oresick speaks on behalf of the Mattress Factory, the owners of the 
property, and gives additional background information. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. She asks for comments and 
questions from the Commissioners. 

4. Mr. Hill states that the only real question is the aluminum-clad windows. 

5. Ms. Aguirre states that she knows that lead time is bad everywhere. 

6. Ms. Quinn states that the issue is that this is a corner building, so the guidelines 
are more strict. 

7. Mr. Indovina states that they are looking to match the historic profiles as closely as 
possible. 

8. The Commission discusses the windows and the guidelines. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Snipe moves to approve the application with the caveat that if the windows are 
replaced that they be replaced with wood windows. 

2. MS. Loysen seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – July 6, 2022 

 
1238-1240 Butterfield Way 

                                                                  
MWS Historic District Expansion 

 

Owner:  
Shai Avramovich 
Traffic Effect LLC 
724 N. Clair Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15206 

 
Ward:  25th 
 
Lot and Block:  23-K-391 

 
Applicant: 
John-Edward Porter 
Desmone 
265 High Street, Suite 7 
Morgantown, WV 26505 

Council District:  6th 
 
Inspector:  
 
Application Received:  4/21/22 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Building renovations including addition of rear dormers. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. John-Edward Porter speaks as the architect for the project. He explains the 
project and goes through the presentation. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. She asks for comments and 
questions from Commissioners. She states that the transoms have also been added 
to the front doors, and she doesn’t have any concerns with the revised proposal. 
She asks about the materials on the rear. 

3. Mr. Porter states that they will be using a fiber cement siding like Hardie. 

4. Ms. Loysen has some concerns about the proportions of the dormers. 

5. Ms. Aguirre clarifies that the dormers have been made smaller from what was 
presented last month. 

6. Mr. Porter states that the dormers are on the rear and minimally visible. 

7. Ms. Aguirre agrees and states that the project is a big improvement overall. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Snipe moves to approve the revised proposal as submitted. 

2. Mr. Dash seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; Mr. Green, Mr. Dash, Mr. Falcone, Mr. Hill, Mr. Snipe, 
and Ms. Aguirre are in favor and Ms. Loysen abstains. Motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – July 6, 2022 

 
1526 Monterey Street 

                                                                  
MWS Historic District Expansion 

 

Owner:  
Ian Brasted 
1526 Monterey Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15212 

 
Ward:  25th 
 
Lot and Block:  23-E-259 

 

Applicant: 
Ian Brasted 
1526 Monterey Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15212 

Council District:  6th 
 
Inspector:  
 
Application Received:  6/8/22 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Replacement of siding with Hardie siding. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Ian Brasted speaks as the owner of the property. He explains the project and 
goes through the presentation 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. She moves to comments and 
questions from Commissioners, and starts by noting that one side has already been 
replaced by Hardie and they are looking to match that on the other side. She notes 
that the Hardie that is proposed doesn’t match the existing dutch-lap profile. 

3. Mr. Brasted states that is correct. They also were concerned that the house has 
three different types of siding already and wanted to match what was already used. 
He states that it sounds like the Commission is more concerned that the existing 
wood be matched rather than the Hardie. 

4. Ms. Quinn states that is correct, as the Hardie was used prior to the district 
expansion and was never approved by the Commission. She also states that any 
siding with a faux wood grain stamped into it will look like vinyl siding and won’t 
be acceptable. 

5. Ms. Loysen agrees that the siding should be smooth. 

6. Mr. Brasted asks if he should resubmit with an alternate product. 

7. Ms. Aguirre states that a motion can be made to approve the submission, with the 
change of the Hardie siding to the previously-approved product to be submitted to 
staff, so that he doesn’t have to come back to Commission. She clarifies that the 
product is called Boral TruExterior siding with a dutch-lap profile. 

 

 



 Motion: 

1. Mr. Snipe moves to approve the replacement of the siding with the previously-
approved siding, to be submitted to and approved by staff. 

2. Mr. Hill seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; Mr. Dash, Mr. Green, Mr. Hill, Ms. Loysen, Mr. Snipe, 
and Ms. Aguirre are in favor and Mr. Falcone abstains. Motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – July 6, 2022 

 
1217 Reddour Street 

                                                                  
MWS Historic District Expansion 

 

Owner:  
Brian Flynn 
1217 Reddour Street  
Pittsburgh, PA 15212 
 

 
Ward:  25th 
 
Lot and Block:  23-K-377 

 
Applicant: 
John Francona 
1234 Resaca Place 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15212 
 

Council District:  6th 
 
Inspector:  
 
Application Received:  6/3/22 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Construction of an addition. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. John Francona speaks as the architect for the project. He explains the project 
and goes through the presentation. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. She asks for comments and 
questions from Commissioners.  

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Snipe moves to approve the rear addition as presented. 

2. Mr. Dash seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC –July 6, 2022 

 
412 Boulevard of the Allies 

      
               Historic Nomination     

 

Owner: 
City of Pittsburgh 
Housing Authority 
URA 

 
Ward: 1st 
 
Lot and Block:  1-M-150 

 

Nominator: 
Matthew Falcone 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  6th 
 
Nominations Received:  5/16/22 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Nomination for historic designation. 

Discussion: 
1. Mr. Dash excuses himself from the hearing. Ms. Aguirre confirms that a quorum is 

retained. 
 

2. Ms. Quinn gives a short presentation on the property. She states that the 
nominator found that the property is significant under Criterion 3, 
exemplification of an architectural type, style or design distinguished by 
innovation, rarity, uniqueness, or overall quality of design, detail, materials, or 
craftsmanship, Criterion 4, identification as the work of an architect, designer, 
engineer, or builder whose individual work is significant in the history or 
development of the City of Pittsburgh, the State of Pennsylvania, the Mid-Atlantic 
region, or the United States, and Criterion 10, unique location and distinctive 
physical appearance or presence representing an established and familiar visual 
feature of a neighborhood, community, or the City of Pittsburgh. She states that 
the property retains integrity and recommends that the Commission provide a 
positive recommendation to City Council. 

 
3. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. She asks for comments and 

questions from Commissioners. 
 

4. Mr. Hill states that this is a great building and one of the most historic on the 
Boulevard of the Allies. 
 

5. Ms. Aguirre agrees and states that she is surprised that it is only being nominated 
now. 



 Motion: 

1. Mr. Hill moves to provide a positive recommendation to City Council based on 
Criteria 3, 4, and 10. 

2. Mr. Snipe seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC –July 6, 2022 

 
Murray Hill Historic District 
Expansion 
1163 & 1165 Murray Hill Avenue 

      
                
                
               Historic Nomination     

 

Owner: 
Chatham University 
Lenz Revocable Trust 
 

 
Ward: 14th 
 
Lot and Block:  85-K-225,227 

 

Nominator: 
Dan Holland 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  8th 
 
Nominations Received:  11/18/22 
 

National Register Status: Listed:  Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Nomination for historic designation. 

Discussion: 
1. Ms. Quinn gives a short presentation on the property. She states that the 

properties were inadvertently left out of the original Murray Hill designation, and 
that one of the owners has provided a letter of support for the designation. She 
states that the nominator found that the property is significant under Criterion 
8, exemplification of a pattern of neighborhood development or settlement 
significant to the cultural history or traditions of the City, whose components may 
lack individual distinction. She states that the properties retain integrity and 
recommends that the Commission provide a positive recommendation to City 
Council. 

 
2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. She asks for comments and 

questions from Commissioners. 
 

3. Ms. Quinn clarifies that the owners have thought that the houses were in the 
district and have been complying with the guidelines all along. 
 

4. The Commission discusses the nomination. 
 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Hill moves to provide a positive recommendation to City Council based on 
Criterion 8. 

2. Mr. Snipe seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 



Pittsburgh HRC – August 2022 

Certificates of Appropriateness Report – July 2022  
Staff or  

Commission 
C of A 

Number 
Date 

Issued 
 

Application Address 
Historic 
District 

 
Work Approved 

C 22-137 14-Jul-22 1238-1240 Butterfield Way 

Mexican War 

Streets Expansion 

Building renovations including 

addition of rear dormer 

C 22-133 12-Jul-22 823 Western Avenue Allegheny West Construction of new residence 

S 22-139 14-Jul-22 1426 Chateau Street Manchester 

Façade renovations including 

reopening of window 

S 22-134 12-Jul-22 1245 Resaca Place 

Mexican War 

Streets 

Façade renovations including 

window replacement with 

wooden windows 

S 22-136 14-Jul-22 1217 Reddour Street 

Mexican War 

Streets Expansion Construction of addition 

S 22-135 13-Jul-22 6501 Fifth Avenue Individual 

In-kind replacement of air-

supported tennis dome with 

footprint, size, and appearance 

including material and color to 

remain the same 

S 22-138 14-Jul-22 1236 Butterfield Way 

Mexican War 

Streets Expansion Site prep on vacant lot 



Staff or  

Commission 
C of A 

Number 
Date 

Issued 
 

Application Address 
Historic 
District 

 
Work Approved 

S 22-140 18-Jul-22 2250 Centre Avenue Individual 

In-kind alterations to antennae 

and equipment on existing 

rooftop communications 

installation 

S 22-141 18-Jul-22 845 N Lincoln Avenue Allegheny West In-kind porch repairs 

S 22-142 18-Jul-22 412 Boulevard of the Allies Individual 

In-kind replacement of 

entrance on west elevation 

S 22-143 18-Jul-22 518 Avery Street Deutschtown Installation of rear fencing 

S 22-144 21-Jul-22 1232 Monterey Street 

Mexican War 

Streets In-kind masonry repairs 

S 22-145 25-Jul-22 1111 E Carson Street 

East Carson 

Street 

Signage in accordance with 

East Carson Street guidelines 

S 22-146 25-Jul-22 1200 Palo Alto Street 

Mexican War 

Streets In-kind window replacement 



Staff or  

Commission 
C of A 

Number 
Date 

Issued 
 

Application Address 
Historic 
District 

 
Work Approved 

C 22-147 25-Jul-22 1208 Sherman Avenue 

Mexican War 

Streets Expansion In-kind window replacement 

C 22-148 25-Jul-22 1930 E Carson Street 

East Carson 

Street 

Repainting of previously-

painted surfaces 

S 22-149 26-Jul-22 907 Beech Avenue Allegheny West In-kind window repairs 
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