
 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of August 3, 2022 
Beginning at 12:30 PM 

Held via Zoom and available to view at 
https://www.youtube.com/user/planpghvideo 

In Attendance: 
 
Members Staff 

Lucia M. Aguirre Sharon Spooner 

Karen Loysen Sarah Quinn 

Matthew Falcone  
James Hill  

David Green  

Andrew Dash  

  

 
Call to Order: Ms. Aguirre calls role and confirms that a quorum is present.  

 
Old Business-None. 
New Business: 

Approval of Minutes:  In regards to the July 2022 meeting minutes, Mr. Falcone moves 
to approve and Ms. Loysen seconds. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion 
carries. Mr. Dash and Mr. Hill were not present yet and did not vote. 
   
Approval of Issuance of Certificates of Appropriateness:  In regards to the issuance 
of Certificates of Appropriateness in July 2022, Mr. Falcone moves to approve and Mr. 
Green seconds. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. Mr. Hill was 
not present yet and did not vote. 

 
Other Business: 

1. Ms. Quinn gives a staff report. 

2. Ms. Aguirre states that she needs to leave at 3pm, and asks Mr. Falcone to serve as chair in 

her place if needed. She asks for a motion to adjourn until 1:00pm. 

3. Ms. Loysen moves to adjourn until 1:00pm. 

4. Mr. Falcone seconds. 

5. Ms. Aguirre calls the meeting back to order at 1:01pm and confirms that a quorum is present 

before moving to Hearing and Action. 

Directors Report: 
 
Adjourn: 
 
Mr. Green moves to adjourn. 

Ms. Loysen seconds. 

Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote, all are in favor and meeting is adjourned. 

Minutes of the agenda items follow. 
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Pittsburgh HRC – August 3, 2022 

 
915 Ridge Avenue 

                                                                     
Allegheny West Historic District 

 

Owner:  
James Messer 
CCAC 
800 Allegheny Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15233 

 
Ward:  22nd 
 
Lot and Block:  7-H-339 
 

 

Applicant: 
Hayes Design Group 
100 Ryan Court Suite 11 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15205 

Council District: 1st   
 
Inspector:  
 
Application Received:  5/12/20 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Alterations to previously-approved window replacement. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Andrew Rose speaks as the on behalf of the project manager for the project 
and explains the updated presentation. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment. 

3. Ms. Carole Malakoff speaks on behalf of the LRC. She states that there are two 
parts to this project. They support the first part, which is the change in the size of 
the windows. The second part is the window color, which they did review the 
options provided. They also reviewed the front door colors, and they feel the oak 
trim should be refinished and a more appropriate front door found. She states that 
they researched with PHLF and were not able to find a historic photo showing the 
original front door. 

4. Ms. Aguirre asks for additional public comment; there is none. She enters for the 
record the email received from the LRC as well. She states that the size of the 
windows seem to be acceptable, and that option 1 for the window color seems to be 
appropriate. 

5. Mr. Falcone agrees. 

6. Mr. Hill agrees and states that he doesn’t have a preference on the color scheme. 

7. Ms. Aguirre states that the other item mentioned is the front entry. 

8. Ms. Quinn clarifies that the applicant has a right to repaint the door, since it is 
already painted. 

9. The Commission discusses the paint colors. 

10. Ms. Aguirre states that the mulberry and green is appropriate, and while 
refinishing the front door would be nice, it is not before them at this time. 



 Motion: 

1. Mr. Hill moves to approve with color option 1. 

2. Mr. Falcone seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – August 3, 2022 

 
1500 Bingham Street 

                                                                     
East Carson Street Historic District 

 

Owner:  
Sunny Varrasso 
Southside REH, LLC 
4769 Oakhurst Avenue 
Gibsonia, Pa 15044 

 
Ward:  17th 
 
Lot and Block:  3-H-99 
 

 

Applicant: 
David Noss 
RSH Architects 
363 Vanadium Road, Ste. 200 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15243 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 3rd 
 
Application Received:  7/15/22 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Alterations to previously-approved building renovations. 

Discussion: 

1. Ms. Sunny Varrasso speaks as the owner of the property. She explains the updates 
to the projhect and goes through the presentation. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. She asks for comments and 
questions from Commissioners. She acknowledges for the record an email received 
from the LRC. She reminds the Commission that the brick was approved 
separately. 

3. Ms. Quinn gives some background on the brick selection process. 

4. Ms. Aguirre states that they will be reviewing the footings, which don’t really 
change the rest of the proposal. She states that there will be new mortar, which 
staff should review the color. 

5. Mr. Hill adds that they will need to review the garage doors. He asks if they will be 
staying the same material. 

6. Ms. Varrasso states that she was looking to use decorative garage doors that are 
solid at the bottom with glass above. 

7. Ms. Quinn states that the proposed garage doors will be close to the storefronts 
that were approved. 

8. Ms. Aguirre entertains a motion to approve the footings and the garage doors, with 
the applicant to come back with final colors and products. 

 

 

 



 Motion: 

1. Mr. Hill moves to approve the changes, with the contingency that the applicant 
match the existing brick coursing and follow up with staff with materials and 
colors. 

2. Mr. Falcone seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries.  

 



Pittsburgh HRC – August 3, 2022 

 
1320 E. Carson Street 

                                                                     
East Carson Street Historic District 

 

Owner:  
Sal’s Chater 
1320 E. Carson Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15203 

 
Ward:  17th 
 
Lot and Block:  3-H-41 
 

 

Applicant: 
Peter Margittai 
2110 Sarah Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15203 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 3rd 
 
Application Received:  4/21/22 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Replacement of storefront. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Peter Margittai speaks as the architect for the project. He explains the project 
and goes through the presentation. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. She asks for comments and 
questions from Commissioners. She acknowledges for the record an email received 
from the LRC. 

3. Mr. Falcone asks if the applicant is amenable to the LRC’s recommendations. 

4. Ms. Aguirre agrees that she would prefer the door to be addressed sooner rather 
than later. 

5. Mr. Margittai states that there are concerns about the interior configuration. 

6. The Commission discusses the door. 

7. Ms. Quinn suggest contacting the City Archivist for historic photos. 

8. Ms. Aguirre states that the application could be tabled. She states that the only 
item in question is the door, as well as the LRCs suggestion on the careful 
demolition of the storefront. 

 Motion: 

1. Ms. Loysen moves to approve the submission pending further investigation as to 
whether there are any existing storefront components to restore or maintain. 

2. Ms. Aguirre states that there is still the issue of the door, and that she would prefer 
the door to be paneled rather than glass. 

3. Ms. Loysen states that she doesn’t feel strongly either way. 

4. Mr. Hill states that he is in favor of tabling to look for photos and do some 
exploratory work. 

5. Mr. Margittai states that the owner does not want to do exploratory work, but is in 



agreement that when the full demolition is done, the proposal will be adjusted 
based on the findings.  

6. Mr. Hill is in favor of that approach, and does not have a strong preference on the 
door. 

7. Mr. Falcone states that he thinks the project is headed in the right direction, but 
wants to give careful consideration to the LRC’s comments. 

8. Ms. Loysen suggests that the door be replaced with a solid wood door if the upper 
floors become apartments. 

9. Mr. Margittai states that is what they are proposing, and they will come back to 
HRC if they decide to change the door. 

10. The Commission discusses next steps. 

11. Mr. Hill moves to approve, with the non-required contingency that the HRC would 
like to see the right-hand door become a paneled wooden door. 

12. Ms. Loysen amends the motion to specify that if demolition shows existing 
storefront components, that the application be adjusted and come back to HRC. 

13. Mr. Hill accepts the amendment 

14. Mr. Dash seconds.  

15. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries.  

 



Pittsburgh HRC – August 3, 2022 

 
Rodef Shalom 
4905 Fifth Avenue 

                                                                      
 

Individual Landmark 

 

Owner:  
Rodef Shalom Congregation 
4905 Fifth Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15213 

 
Ward:  7th 
 
Lot and Block:  52-K-27 
 

 

Applicant: 
Advance Sign Company 
2121 Robinson Blvd.  
Pittsburgh, PA 15221 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 
 
Application Received:  6/16/22 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Installation of a new sign. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Dash steps away for half an hour. 

2. Mr. Falcone recuses himself. 

3. Ms. Aguirre confirms that a quorum is maintained. 

4. Mr. Steve Zelahy speaks on behalf of the sign company and congregation. He 
explains the project and goes through the presentation. 

5. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. She asks for comments and 
questions from Commissioners. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Hill moves to approve the application as submitted. 

2. Ms. Loysen states that the posts look higher than they need to be, and would 
recommend the sign be a little bit lower. 

3. Mr. Zelahy states that they can dig a little deeper when installing the sign. 

4. Ms. Loysen states that will be appropriate. She seconds the motion. 

5. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. Mr. Falcone 
recused himself and did not vote, and Mr. Dash stepped away and did not vote. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – August 3, 2022 

 
1110 W. North Avenue 

                                                                     
Manchester Historic District 

 

Owner:  
Marilyn Detwiler 
1201 Resaca Place 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15212 

 
Ward:  21st 
 
Lot and Block:  22-R-284 
 

 

Applicant: 
John Francona 
1234 Resaca Place 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15212 
 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 6th 
 
Application Received:  6/26/22 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Replacement of arched-top windows on side elevation. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. John Francona speaks on behalf of the project. He explains the project and 
goes through the presentation. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. She asks for comments and 
questions from Commissioners. 

3. Ms. Loysen states that since the mullion pattern and dimensions will be the same, 
she feels that this would be an acceptable solution for the side elevation. 

4. Mr. Falcone states that he is concerned about precedent regarding arch-top 
windows. 

5. Ms. Loysen agrees. 

6. Mr. Francona states that there is a lot of precedence in the neighborhood for this 
already. 

7. Ms. Spooner states that according to HRC records, none of the examples provided 
seem to have been approved. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Hill moves to deny. 

2. Mr. Falcone seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. Mr. Dash stepped 
away and did not vote. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – August 3, 2022 

 
236 Fifth Avenue 

                                                                     
Market Square Historic District 

 

Owner:  
Downtown Streets Pittsburgh LP 
380 Southpointe Boulevard 
Canonsburg, Pa 15317 

 
Ward:  1st 
 
Lot and Block:  1-D-268 
 

 

Applicant: 
Kento Ohmori 
Fukui Architects 
205 Ross Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15219 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 6th 
 
Application Received:  6/17/22 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Signage including a new projecting sign. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Kento Ohmori speaks as the architect for the project. He explains the project 
and goes through the presentation. 

2. Ms. Quinn asks for more clarification on the lighting for the signs, as internally 
illuminated box signs are not permitted in the district. 

3. Mr. Ohmori states that there are many internally illuminated signs in the districts, 
but it is correct that this is an opaque box with only the letters lit up. 

4. Ms. Quinn asks how the signage will be attached to the building. 

5. Mr. Ohmori states that the information is in the drawings, and they wanted to go 
with the box sign versus channel letters as fewer penetrations are required. 

6. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. She asks for additional 
comments and questions from Commissioners. 

7. Mr. Falcone agrees that more detail may be needed about how the sign is attached 
to the building, and he also agrees that the guidelines don’t appear to permit this 
type of signage. 

8. Mr. Ohmori shows the attachment drawings. 

9. Mr. Green notes that the Chipotle signage shown in the photos also appears to be a 
box sign. 

10. Ms. Quinn agrees and says that was before her time. She states that the intent of 
the guidelines was to encourage more upscale signage with individually lit letters. 

11. Mr. Hill clarifies that the Chipotle signage is externally lit. 

12. Mr. Green states that since the letters in the proposed sign are the only illuminated 
part, he believes that it does meet the guidelines. 

13. Mr. Hill agrees. 



14. Mr. Hill asks why sign 1 extends past the mullions. 

15. Mr. Ohmori states that they can adjust the size to fit. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Green moves to approve the proposed signs with the revision to sign 1 to be 
reduced to fit within the pattern of the façade. 

2. Mr. Hill seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. Mr. Dash stepped 
away and did not vote. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – August 3, 2022 

 
1526 Monterey Street 

                                                                  
MWS Historic District Expansion 

 

Owner:  
Ian Brasted 
1526 Monterey Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15212 

 
Ward:  25th 
 
Lot and Block:  23-E-259 

 

Applicant: 
Ian Brasted 
1526 Monterey Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15212 

Council District:  6th 
 
Inspector:  
 
Application Received:  6/8/22 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Replacement of siding with Hardie siding. 

Discussion: 

1. Ms. Aguirre recuses herself from the rest of the hearing and Mr. Falcone takes over 
as chair. 

2. Mr. Mark Kania speaks as the contractor for the project. He explains the project 
and goes through the presentation. 

3. Mr. Ian Brasted also speaks as the owner of the property.  

4. Mr. Falcone asks for public comment; there is none. He moves to comments and 
questions from Commissioners. 

5. The Commission discusses the siding options presented. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Green moves to approve the use of square-channel Hardie Aspyre siding for 
the side and rear elevations. 

2. Mr. Hill seconds. 

3. Mr. Falcone asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – September 2022 

Certificates of Appropriateness Report – August 2022  
Staff or  

Commission 
C of A 

Number 
Date 

Issued 
 

Application Address 
Historic 
District 

 
Work Approved 

C 22-150 8-Aug-22 236 Fifth Avenue Market Square 

Signage including new 

projecting sign 

C 22-151 8-Aug-22 1526 Monterey Street 

Mexican War 

Streets Expansion 

Replacement of siding with 

Hardie siding 

C 22-152 8-Aug-22 1110 W North Avenue Manchester In-kind window replacement 

C 22-153 8-Aug-22 4905 Fifth Avenue Individual Installation of new sign 

S 22-155 8-Aug-22 1007 Galveston Avenue Allegheny West In-kind roof replacement 

S 22-156 12-Aug-22 1506 Arch Street 

Mexican War 

Streets Expansion In-kind façade repairs 

S 22-157 12-Aug-22 1616 Chateau Street Manchester In-kind masonry repair 



Staff or  

Commission 
C of A 

Number 
Date 

Issued 
 

Application Address 
Historic 
District 

 
Work Approved 

S 22-158 19-Aug-22 1238 Monterey Street 

Mexican War 

Streets In-kind façade renovations 

S 22-159 22-Aug-22 1927 E Carson Street 

East Carson 

Street In-kind window replacement 

S 22-160 25-Aug-22 3614 Parkview Avenue Oakland Square In-kind roof replacement 

S 22-161 29-Aug-22 1420 1/2 Page Street Manchester In-kind window replacement 

S 22-162 31-Aug-22 1009 Manhattan Street Manchester In-kind window replacement 
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