
 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of August 3, 2022 
Beginning at 12:30 PM 

Held via Zoom and available to view at 
https://www.youtube.com/user/planpghvideo 

In Attendance: 
 
Members Staff 

Lucia M. Aguirre Sharon Spooner 

Karen Loysen Sarah Quinn 

Matthew Falcone  
James Hill  

David Green  

Andrew Dash  

Richard Snipe  

 
Call to Order: Ms. Aguirre calls role and confirms that a quorum is present.  

 
Old Business-None. 
New Business: 

Approval of Minutes:  In regards to the August 2022 meeting minutes, Mr. Falcone 
moves to approve with a slight correction and Mr. Green seconds. Ms. Aguirre asks for a 
vote; all are in favor and motion carries. Ms. Loysen, Mr. Dash, and Mr. Hill were not 
present yet and did not vote. 
   
Approval of Issuance of Certificates of Appropriateness:  In regards to the issuance 
of Certificates of Appropriateness in August 2022, Mr. Green moves to approve and Mr. 
Falcone seconds. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. Mr. Dash 
was not present yet and did not vote. 

 
Other Business: 

1. Ms. Quinn gives some background on the damage to the church at 1018 Bidwell Street. She 

states that the applicant has started the process of putting in an application for repairs, so 

she hopes that this won’t lead to a demolition. 

2. Mr. Green gives additional information on the situation. 

3. Ms. Aguirre states that she has no concerns at this time and just would like for the 

Commission to stay informed. She asks if there are any updates to the garage affected by the 

landslide in Schenley Farms. 

4. Mr. Green gives an update on the situation. 

5. Ms. Aguirre’s connection was interrupted, and Mr. Falcone takes over as chair. 

6. Mr. Falcone entertains a motion to adjourn until 1pm. 

7. Ms. Loysen moves. 

8. Mr. Snipe seconds. 

9. Mr. Falcone calls the meeting back to order at 1:00pm and confirms that a quorum is 

present before moving to Hearing and Action. 
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Directors Report: None. 
 
 
National Register Nominations: 
 

1. Ms. Quinn explains that the City is required to provide a public forum to take comment on 

National Register nominations. She talks about both of the nominations and states that they 

are posted on the website. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks if there is a due date by which comments need to be received. 

3. Ms. Quinn states that the meeting is in early October, so just before then. She states that 

staff will send a letter representing the City, and Commission comments can be included as 

well. 

 
Adjourn: 
 
Mr. Falcone moves to adjourn. 

Mr. Green seconds. 

Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote, all are in favor and meeting is adjourned. 

Minutes of the agenda items follow. 



Pittsburgh HRC – September 7, 2022 

 
918 Cedar Avenue 

                                                                     
Deutschtown Historic District 

 

Owner:  
Joyce Brady 
321 Holiday Drive 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15237 

 
Ward:  23rd 
 
Lot and Block:  23-M-219 
 

 

Applicant: 
Joyce Brady 
321 Holiday Drive 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15237 

Council District: 1st   
 
Inspector:  
 
Application Received:  8/15/22 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   After-the-fact replacement of rear windows with vinyl windows. 

Discussion: 

1. Ms. Jayne Brady speaks on behalf of Joyce Brady, the owner of the property. She 
explains the work that was done and goes through the photos. 

2. Ms. Loysen asks what the current window material is. 

3. Ms. Brady states that she believes it is vinyl, but could be wrong. 

4. Mr. Falcone asks for public comment; there is none. He asks for comments and 
questions from the Commissioners 

5. Mr. Snipe points out the details on the windows in the photos, which look like 
peeling paint from a wooden window. 

6. Mr. Dash asks for clarification on the scope of work. 

7. Ms. Quinn clarifies. 

8. Mr. Dash asks for clarification of what is allowed per the guidelines. 

9. Mrs. Spooner clarifies that vinyl windows are permitted in the rear except for 
corner buildings, which this is not. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Hill moves to approve. 

2. Mr. Dash seconds. 

3. Mr. Falcone asks for a vote; Mr. Hill, Mr. Dash, Mr. Green, Mr. Snipe, Ms. Loysen, 
and Mr. Falcone are in favor and Ms. Aguirre abstains. Motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – September 7, 2022 

 
1301-1303 Sherman Avenue 

                                                             
Mexican War Streets Historic District 

 

Owner:  
Sumac Tree LLC/Leslie Ward & Randy Zotter 
 

 
Ward:  22nd 
 
Lot and Block:  23-K-179, 179-A 
 

 

Applicant: 
Mahmoud Zalloum 
 

Council District: 1st   
 
Inspector:  
 
Application Received:  7/28/22 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Construction of front porches. 

Discussion: 

1. Ms. Aguirre states that she will need to step away for a half an hour at 2:00 pm 
and will have Mr. Falcone step in as chair. 

2. Mr. David Roth speaks as the architect for the project. He explains the project and 
goes through the presentation. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. She asks for comments and 
questions from the Commissioners. 

4. Mr. Snipe states that he does like the porches, but he is concerned about the first 
floor window on 1301 that was redone. He would like to see that changed back to a 
double-hung window. 

5. Mr. Roth states that he did anticipate that and suggest to the team that something 
more traditional be used. 

6. Ms. Loysen states that the proportions of the rendering don’t seem to match the 
photographs. 

7. Mr. Roth states that he understands the issue and that the renderings do need to 
be stretched vertically. 

8. Mr. Hill states that another issue is that the building on the left does not appear to 
be painted. 

9. Mr. Falcone is concerned about the change of the front window to a door, and 
would like to understand more about the existing door. 

10. Mr. Roth states that the side of the house isn’t visible from the street. He states 
that he can provide additional information, but just wants to know if there is a 
chance of the front porches being approved. 

11. Ms. Aguirre states that with the renderings and photos provided, it is a bit 
distracting to focus on the porches. 



12. Mr. Zotter speaks as the owner of 1303. He clarifies that he is not applying to have 
the front door moved at this time and is just applying for the porch. 

13. Ms. Aguirre states since that is the case, they will need to have accurate drawings 
presented in order to approve anything. 

14. Mr. Hill suggests that the application be tabled for more information. He outlines 
the concerns of the Commissioners, including accurate renderings reflecting 
existing conditions and clarity on the front door of 1303 and the rest of the scope 
of work. 

15. Ms. Loysen adds that the guard height on the porch is not consistent with a 
historic railing height, and since the railing is not required she would suggest 
making it lower. 

16. Mr. Hill wants to clarify the painting as well before tabling. 

17. Mr. Falcone states that he would like to see the unpainted brick remain unpainted. 

18. Mr. Roth states that an issue is that the building seems to be one building rather 
than two, and the design intent was to make them look more unified. 

19. Mr. Dash states that regardless of it is one building or two, unpainted brick should 
remain unpainted. 

20. Ms. Quinn agrees. 

21. Mr. Dash states that there seems to be general support for unifying these buildings 
with a porch, but other guidelines such as those for painting do still apply. 

22. Ms. Aguirre agrees and states that while the Commission would like to see the 
buildings improved, they still need to protect the building’s integrity. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Hill moves to table the application for 30 days. 

2. Mr. Falcone seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – September 7, 2022 

 
1414 Buena Vista Street 

                                                             
MWS Historic District Expansion 

 

Owner:  
Hubpitch, LLC 
4501 SW Director Street 
Seattle, Wa 98136 

 
Ward:  25th 
 
Lot and Block:  23-J-132 
 

 

Applicant: 
Hubpitch, LLC 
4501 SW Director Street 
Seattle, Wa 98136 

Council District: 6th  
 
Inspector:  
 
Application Received:  8/5/22 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Painting of façade and rear window replacement. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Jonathan Raney speaks as the owner of the property. He explains the project 
and goes through the presentation. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. She asks for comments and 
questions from Commissioners. She asks if any of the brick had been painted 
previously. 

3. Mr. Raney says no. 

4. Ms. Aguirre states that she doesn’t think they will be able to approve painting of 
the unpainted brick. She states that she will need to step away shortly and have 
Mr. Falcone serve as chair. 

5. Mr. Snipe agrees that the brick should remain unpainted. 

6. Ms. Loysen wonders if the brick looks odd because of the pointing. 

7. Mr. Raney states that he has been able to confirm that the façade is new brick that 
was installed around 20 years ago. He states that there are three types of brick and 
they would like to have a little more uniformity. He asks if pressure-washing would 
be an option, or if they should explore brick paints. 

8. Ms. Loysen states that she would be interested in seeing a more detailed 
photograph. She appreciates the applicant’s question and wonders if a more old 
fashioned brick wash may be appropriate. 

9. Ms. Quinn states that staff can review the National Park Service guidelines on 
masonry. 

10. Ms. Loysen states that there is a larger question on whether the same guidelines 
apply to non-historic brick. 

11. Mr. Falcone states that he feels that repointing will be the best option for the front 
façade. He asks the Commission about the rear window replacement. 



12. Mr. Snipe states that he would like to see a double-hung window rather than a 
slider on the first floor. 

13. Mr. Raney states that the window will be a double-hung. 

14. Mr. Hill asks the Commission about the smaller first floor window on the rear. 

15. Ms. Loysen states that she would like to see the transom on the back door restored 
if possible. 

16. Mr. Raney states that he would like to do that in the future. He asks for advice on 
next steps for the brick on the front and back. 

17. Ms. Quinn recommends pressure-washing for the rear brick and states that staff 
can assist with next steps. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Hill moves to approve the rear window replacement with double-hung 
windows and table the rest of the application so the applicant can work with staff. 

2. Mr. Snipe seconds. 

3. Mr. Falcone asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – September 7, 2022 

 
1236 Butterfield Way 

                                                              
MWS Historic District Expansion 

 

Owner:  
Shai Avramovich 
724 N. St. Clair Street  
Pittsburgh, PA 15206 

 
Ward:  25th 
 
Lot and Block:  23-K-290 
 

 

Applicant: 
John-Edward Porter 
Desmone 
265 High Street, Suite 7 
Morgantown, Wv 26505 

Council District: 6th  
 
Inspector:  
 
Application Received:  8/2/22 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Construction of a new house. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. John-Edward Porter speaks as the architect for the project. He explains the 
project and goes through the presentation. 

2. Mr. Falcone asks for public comment; there is none. He asks for comments and 
questions from the Commissioners. 

3. Mr. Snipe states that he doesn’t have any comments or concerns. 

4. Mr. Dash states that he is concerned about the first-floor parking, even on an alley. 

5. Mr. Hill understands the concerns, but is more inclined to approve it because it is 
on the alley. 

6. Ms. Loysen agrees. 

7. Mr. Porter clarifies that they would also prefer that a garage be located in the rear, 
but were constrained by space. 

8. Ms. Quinn states that if approved, the motion should be clear as to the 
circumstances under which the first-floor parking was approved. 

9. Mr. Green states that they can only look at the appearance and not the use. 

10. Mr. Dash points to the guidelines, which do specify the location of parking. 

11. Ms. Quinn states that this could be looked at more like a carriage house, of which 
there are many in the district. 

12. The Commission discusses the application. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Snipe moves to approve. 

2. Ms. Loysen seconds. 



3. Mr. Hill asks if an amendment can be added specifying that this was approvable 
since it is on an alleyway. 

4. Mr. Snipe states that he would rather have each project weighed on its own merit. 

5. Ms. Loysen states that the amendment can be that on an alleyway, first-floor 
parking can be acceptable if designed well. 

6. Mr. Snipe accepts the amendment. 

7. Mr. Falcone asks for a vote; Mr. Hill, Mr. Snipe, Ms. Loysen, and Mr. Green are in 
favor and Mr. Dash and Mr. Falcone are opposed. Motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – September 7, 2022 

 
1319 Reddour Street 

                                                              
MWS Historic District Expansion 

 

Owner:  
Shai Avramovich 
724 N. St. Clair Street  
Pittsburgh, PA 15206 

 
Ward:  25th 
 
Lot and Block:  23-K-391 
 

 

Applicant: 
John-Edward Porter 
Desmone 
265 High Street, Suite 7 
Morgantown, Wv 26505 

Council District: 6th 
 
Inspector:  
 
Application Received:  8/19/22 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Construction of a new house. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. John-Edward Porter speaks as the architect for the project. He explains the 
project and goes through the presentation. 

2. Mr. Falcone asks for public comment; there is none. She asks for comments and 
questions from the Commissioners. 

3. Mr. Dash states that he doesn’t have an issue with the garage in this application, as 
it is separate and set back. 

4. Mr. Snipe states that he is fine with the proposal. 

5. Ms. Loysen asks about the side elevation in the rendering. 

6. Mr. Porter clarifies the color and material. 

7. The Commission discusses the application. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Snipe moves to approve with the caveat that the brick wrap around the side at 
least one foot on the driveway side of the house. 

2. Mr. Dash seconds. 

3. Mr. Falcone gives some context to their decision, stating that he agrees with Mr. 
Dash that this is a different design approach and is more palatable to the historic 
district than the last application. He states that the garage being set back from the 
street and not being a primary feature was common the the 1910s and ‘20s, which 
is different than the first-floor parking flush with the street. He states that this 
application reflects how cars would have been dealt with in the period of 
significance. 

4. Mr. Falcone asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – September 7, 2022 

 
1208 Sherman Avenue 

                                                              
MWS Historic District Expansion 

 

Owner:  
Christina Papich 
1208 Sherman Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15212 

 
Ward:  22nd 
 
Lot and Block:  23-K-241 
 

 

Applicant: 
Christina Papich 
1208 Sherman Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15212 

Council District: 1st   
 
Inspector:  
 
Application Received:  8/19/22 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Replacement of vinyl siding on front façade with Hardie siding. 

Discussion: 

1. Ms. Christina Papich speaks as the owner of the house. She explains the project 
and goes through the presentation. 

2. Mr. Falcone asks for public comment; there is none. She asks for comments and 
questions from the Commissioners. 

3. Ms. Loysen asks about the windows and trim. 

4. Ms. Papich explains that the windows were replaced in kind, and they will be 
adding Hardie trim. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Snipe moves to approve. 

2. Ms. Loysen seconds 

3. Mr. Falcone asks for a vote; Mr. Hill, Mr. Snipe, Ms. Loysen, Mr. Green, and Mr. 
Falcone are in favor and Mr. Dash and Ms. Aguirre abstain. Motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – October 2022 

Certificates of Appropriateness Report – September 2022  
Staff or  

Commission 
C of A 

Number 
Date 

Issued 
 

Application Address 
Historic 
District 

 
Work Approved 

C 22-164 9-Sep-22 1236 Butterfield Way 

Mexican War 

Streets Expansion Construction of a new house 

C 22-165 9-Sep-22 1319 Reddour Street 

Mexican War 

Streets Expansion Construction of a new house 

C 22-166 9-Sep-22 918 Cedar Avenue Deutschtown 

After-the-fact rear window 

replacment 

C 22-167 9-Sep-22 1208 Sherman Avenue 

Mexican War 

Streets Expansion 

Replacement of vinyl siding on 

front façade with Hardie siding 

C 22-168 9-Sep-22 1414 Buena Vista Street 

Mexican War 

Streets Expansion 

Rear window replacement and 

pressure-washing of brick 

S 22-169 16-Sep-22 721 N Beatty Street Alpha Terrace In-kind window replacement 

S 22-170 16-Sep-22 1211 Palo Alto Street 

Mexican War 

Streets In-kind façade renovations 



Staff or  

Commission 
C of A 

Number 
Date 

Issued 
 

Application Address 
Historic 
District 

 
Work Approved 

S 22-171 21-Sep-22 1200 Palo Alto Street 

Mexican War 

Streets In-kind replacement of HVAC 

S 22-172 26-Sep-22 2328 E Carson Street 

East Carson 

Street 

In-kind repair of rear fire 

escape 

S 22-173 26-Sep-22 1339 Page Street Manchester 

In-kind repairs due to fire 

damage 
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