
             

                           ADU Overlay District FAQ 
 
Q:  What is an Accessory Dwelling Unit? 

A:        An Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) is a residential dwelling unit that is smaller than 800 square 
feet, which is accessory or secondary to a primary residential dwelling unit. It may be like a 
smaller apartment within a home, detached from the primary structure in a separate building, or 
constructed within an existing accessory structure (like a garage). Pittsburgh’s ADU Overlay has 
an owner-occupancy requirement, meaning that the ADU option is only available to property 
owners who maintain a primary residence on-site.  

 

Q:  Why is this happening in my neighborhood? 

A:        The Bloomfield-Garfield Corporation approached the Department of City Planning with interest 
in bringing  ADU’s to Garfield, and together we developed legislation based on similar efforts in 
other cities to pilot an ADU overlay for 24 months in the portion of Garfield zoned single-family 
residential. The goal of ADUs is to provide affordable housing choices for both the property 
owner and the renter and to allow opportunities for existing residents to age in place.   

 

Q:  Is the rest of the zoning in my neighborhood being changed?  

A:        No, each base zoning district within the ADU Overlay district remains the same.   

 

Q:  How does this affect me?  

A:        As a homeowner, you and your neighbors will have an opportunity to establish one ADU on your 
property. 

 

Q:  Will this change be temporary or permanent?  

A:        If the ADU Overlay District is enacted by City Council and signed by the Mayor, the district will 
be in effect for 24 months. As a pilot project, the ADU district may or may not become 
permanent in the future. Before the overlay district could become permanent, however, another 
public process will occur and residents will be notified. If an application for an ADU is approved 
during the interim overlay period, the approval will remain in place, regardless of whether the 
overlay is permanent or expires.   

 

Q.   What are the standards for ADUs?  

A:        The homeowner must reside on the property; ADUs must be leased for at least 30 days; and no 
more than one ADU per zoning lot is allowed.  Please see the full legislation for further details.   

 

Q:   Can ADUs be used for short term rentals, like AirBnB?  

A:         No. ADUs may not be leased for terms shorter than 30 days.  

 

Q:  How will this affect parking?  

A:        Accessory Dwelling Units are exempt from on-site parking requirements because they are small 
dwellings that are intended to promote affordable and walkable housing development, but 
parking spaces may be provided on site for the ADUs if they meet the other Zoning Code 
requirements and are approved through the standard permitting process.     

 


