
 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of November 2, 2022 
Beginning at 12:30 PM 

Held via Zoom and available to view at 
https://www.youtube.com/user/planpghvideo 

In Attendance: 
 
Members Staff 

Lucia M. Aguirre Sharon Spooner 

Karen Loysen Sarah Quinn 

Andrew Dash  
James Hill  

Richard Snipe  

Matthew Falcone  

  

 
 
 
Call to Order: Ms. Aguirre calls role and confirms that a quorum is present.  

 
Old Business-None. 
New Business: 

Approval of Minutes:  In regards to the October 2022 meeting minutes, Ms. Loysen 
moves to approve and Mr. Snipe seconds. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and 
motion carries. Mr. Hill was not present yet and did not vote. 
   
Approval of Issuance of Certificates of Appropriateness:  In regards to the issuance 
of Certificates of Appropriateness in October 2022, Mr. Falcone moves to approve and Mr. 
Dash seconds. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. Mr. Hill was 
not present yet and did not vote. 

 
Other Business: 

1. Ms. Quinn gives an update on a property on East Carson Street that was required to install a 

small ramp for accessibility by DOMI, which staff approved. She also gives information 

about recent updates to the website regarding nominations as well as an update to the 

nomination form. She also gives an update on ongoing grant projects. 

2. Ms. Aguirre entertains a motion to adjourn until 1pm. 

3. Mr. Snipe moves. 

4. Ms. Loysen seconds. 

5. Ms. Aguirre calls the meeting back to order at 1:00pm and confirms that a quorum is 

present before moving to Hearing and Action. 

 

Directors Report: Mr. Dash speaks briefly on the administration’s review of city commissions 
and states that their service is appreciated. 
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Adjourn: 
 
Mr. Falcone moves to adjourn. 

Mr. Dash seconds. 

Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote, all are in favor and meeting is adjourned. 

Minutes of the agenda items follow. 



Pittsburgh HRC – November 2, 2022 

 
930 Beech Avenue 

                                                              
Allegheny West Historic District 

 

Owner:  
Harvey Young & Tonyia Lyle 
930 Beech Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15233 

 
Ward:  22nd 
 
Lot and Block:  22-S-61 

 

Applicant: 
Jeremy Polito 
Quaker State Constr. 
8 Logan Street 
Carnegie, Pa 15106 

Council District: 1st   
 
Inspector:  
 
Application Received:  10/13/22 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Replacement of front porch deck and steps with Azek composite 
material. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Harvey Young and Ms. Tonyia Lyle speak as the homeowners. They explain 
the project and go through the presentation. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment. 

3. Ms. Carole Malakoff speaks on behalf of the LRC. She states that the homeowners 
constructed the porch about 25 years ago, and it is one of the best porch designs in 
the neighborhood. She states that the homeowners met with the LRC, and the LRC 
is in support of the composite wood with a few suggestions. They would like to see 
the color match the front door, that the material have a wood grain, and that they 
avoid the “picture framing” and go with a traditional look. 

4. Ms. Aguirre asks for additional public comment; there is none. She asks for 
comments and questions from the Commissioners. 

5. Mr. Young states that they are willing to work on the picture framing issue, but 
they do have to improve on the current edge which allows for water damage. 

6. Mr. Snipe states that he doesn’t have any questions. 

7. Ms. Loysen feels that the proposed edge is appropriate. She states that a painted 
porch would be more traditional rather than the wood grain. 

8. Mr. Snipe states that he doesn’t have a preference either way. 

9. Mr. Falcone and Mr. Hill state they are comfortable with what was presented. 

10. Ms. Loysen asks if the railing is being replaced. 

11. Mr. Young states that the railing will not be replaced. 



 Motion: 

1. Mr. Dash moves to approve the replacement of the front porch deck and steps with 
the composite material. 

2. Mr. Snipe seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – November 2, 2022 

 
939 W. North Avenue 

                                                              
Allegheny West Historic District 

 

Owner:  
Craft Group 
10 Queen Elizabeth Blvd. Unit 2 
Toronto, ON M8Z1L8 

 
Ward:  22nd 
 
Lot and Block:  22-S-126 

 

Applicant: 
Ryan Indovina 
Indovina Assoc. Architects 
3185 Penn Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15201 

Council District: 1st   
 
Inspector:  
 
Application Received:  7/22/22 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Construction of new townhouses and rear garages. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Ryan Indovina speaks as the architect for the project. He explains the project 
and goes throught the presentation. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment. 

3. Ms. Carole Malakoff speaks on behalf of the LRC. She states that this is a huge 
development and the neighbors have a lot of questions. She states that the 
architect met with the LRC and has yet to meet with the larger neighborhood 
group. She states that she understands that the last two in the row are the only 
ones under review today. She states that they are in support of the project with… 
They would hope that all of these elements will be continued across the whole row. 
She addresses the garages, stating that they would like more attention paid to the 
garage doors instead of having the 17 of the same door in a row. They would also 
like more information on the garage doors. 

4. Ms. Aguirre asks for additional public comment; there is none. She enters for the 
record the LRC’s email comments. She asks Ms. Malakoff about the comment 
about the gray brick. 

5. Ms. Malakoff states that they would rather see a red or orange brick. 

6. Ms. Aguirre asks for comments and questions from the Commissioners. 

7. Mr. Falcone asks for clarification about which two properties they are looking at. 
He states that overall the project is wonderful and they have managed the fine line 
between emulating the historic fabric and creating something modern. 

8. Ms. Loysen asks about the raised porch design. 

9. Mr. Indovina gives additional details. 

10. Ms. Loysen states that she also likes the gray brick, which gives the look of a stone 
building among the red brick buildings. 



11. Mr. Falcone asks if there is a space between the adjacent and proposed building. 

12. Mr. Indovina says there is a three foot gap. 

13. Ms. Loysen states that in similar cases, the Commission has asked for the brick to 
wrap around the side. 

14. Mr. Falcone agrees. 

15. Ms. Aguirre agrees. She states that she also likes the gray brick, but maybe not for 
one of the houses in the historic district. 

16. Mr. Indovina addresses the concerns about the brick color and states that it is 
found in this and other nearby historic districts. 

17. Ms. Loysen states that the brick detailing may be more important than the color. 

18. Mr. Hill agrees. 

19. Mr. Indovina states that there are other nearby historic properties that have very 
similar brick, although with thinner mortar joints and other details that are not 
seen in modern construction. 

20. Ms. Loysen agrees on the mortar joints and brick detailing and states that any 
creativity they are able to bring to the project will be great. 

21. Ms. Aguirre asks for additional comment. She asks if there is a motion given the 
suggestions of Commissioners, including the wrapping of the brick around the side 
elevation. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Falcone moves to approve with the condition that the exposed siding be 
replaced with brick. 

2. Mr. Snipe seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – November 2, 2022 

 
820 Cedar Avenue 

                                                              
Deutschtown Historic District 

 

Owner:  
Ralph Petrarca  
5596 Fox Chase Drive 
Export, Pa 15632 

 
Ward:  23rd 
 
Lot and Block:  23-S-270 
 

 

Applicant: 
JBK Properties 
222 Story Road 
Export, Pa 15632 

Council District: 1st   
 
Inspector:  
 
Application Received:  7/14/22 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   After-the-fact replacement of aluminum windows with vinyl 
windows. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Nathan Hart speaks as the architect for the project. He explains the project 
and goes through the presentation. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. She enters for the record an 
email received from Nick Kyriazi confirming some of the information presented. 
She asks for comments and questions from Commissioners. 

3. The Commissioners review the photos. 

4. Mr. Falcone states that he was able to find a photo of the building from the 1950s 
and shares with the Commission. 

5. Ms. Aguirre states that the windows appear to be flat-top but it’s hard to tell. 

6. Ms. Loysen is concerned with the infill pieces in place of brick mold. 

7. Mr. Falcone agrees and states that even there was infill already present, this seems 
to be an overall step in the wrong direction. He states that his main concerns are 
the surrounds and the reflectivity of the glass. 

8. Ms. Aguirre states that the staff recommendation is to replace the window in-kind 
or upgrade to wood. 

9. Ms. Loysen states that beyond the material of the windows, the trim still need to be 
addressed. 

10. Mr. Hart states that they don’t know if the original trim is under the aluminum 
wrapping, but that is something they can investigate. 

11. The Commission discusses the application. 



 Motion: 

1. Mr. Hill moves to deny the submitted application and have the applicant resubmit 
an application for appropriate window replacement addressing the issues of glass, 
infill, cladding, and fit. 

2. Mr. Falcone seconds 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – November 2, 2022 

 
904 Cedar Avenue 

                                                              
Deutschtown Historic District 

 

Owner:  
LE Investments LLC 
5425 Baum Blvd 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15232 

 
Ward:  23rd 
 
Lot and Block:  23-S-274 
 

 

Applicant: 
Robert Baumbach 
900 Middle Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15212 
 

Council District: 1st   
 
Inspector:  
 
Application Received:  10/14/22 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   After-the-fact alteration to previously-approved porch 
restoration. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Bob Baumbach speaks as the architect for the project. He explains the project 
and goes through the presentation. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. She asks for comments and 
questions from Commissioners. 

3. Mr. Snipe asks to view the photos of the original porch and columns. 

4. Mr. Falcone asks if there is any intention to put an awning on like the neighbors. 

5. Mr. Baumbach states that he doesn’t believe that is the intention. 

6. Ms. Aguirre states that the question before them is if they accept the columns as 
installed or if they ask to have them replaced. 

7. Mr. Snipe asks if the diameter of the columns is the same or not. He states that the 
new columns do appear smaller. 

8. Ms. Loysen agrees. She asks if the fact that this porch is still painted white is what 
is making it stand out. 

9. The Commission discusses the application. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Hill moves to approve the application. 

2. Mr. Snipe seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – November 2, 2022 

 
1323 Arch Street 

                                                              
MWS Historic District Expansion 

 

Owner:  
Joshua Jenks 
1323 Arch Street  
Pittsburgh, PA 15212 

 
Ward:  25th 
 
Lot and Block:  23-K-305 
 

 

Applicant: 
Joshua Jenks 
1323 Arch Street  
Pittsburgh, PA 15212 

Council District: 6th   
 
Inspector:  
 
Application Received:  8/17/22 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   After-the-fact replacement of rear stairs. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Joshua Jenks speaks as the owner of the property. He explains the project and 
goes through the presentation. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. She asks for comments and 
questions from Commissioners. She starts by asking if the drawings shown are 
current drawings. 

3. Mr. Jenks says yes, but the stairs were not built according to the drawings, as the 
contractor cut corners. 

4. Mr. Snipe states for clarification that the applicant hired an architect and 
contractor, who indicated that no building permit was needed, and now the 
applicant and contractor have parted ways with the stair having been built without 
permits. 

5. Mr. Jenks states that is correct. 

6. Ms. Loysen asks if the Commission is charged with making this look like a historic 
building when it isn’t. 

7. Ms. Quinn clarifies that the guidelines apply to all buildings in the district, and 
new work should be compatible with the neighborhood and fit into the context of 
the street or alley. 

8. Mr. Falcone suggests tabling the application while the applicant works out some of 
the issues. 

9. Ms. Aguirre also states that there may be elements of the stair that can be salvaged 
so that the whole thing doesn’t have to be demolished. 

 



 Motion: 

1. Mr. Hill moves to table the application for 30 days. 

2. Mr. Dash seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – November 2, 2022 

 
4419 Schenley Farms Terrace 

                                                              
Schenley Farms Historic District  

 

Owner:  
Julie Posteraro 
4419 Schenley Farms Terrace 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15213 

 
Ward:  5th 
 
Lot and Block:  27-C-219 
 

 

Applicant: 
Renewal by Andersen 
 

Council District:  
 
Inspector:  
 
Application Received:  10/13/22 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Replacement of 18 windows with Renewal by Andersen 
composite windows. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Chance Kildow speaks as the applicant for the project. He explains the project 
and goes through the presentation. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. She asks for comments and 
questions from Commissioners. 

3. Mr. Dash asks if these windows have been approved elsewhere on the house 
already. 

4. Ms. Loysen states that she would like to see exterior grilles rather than the grilles 
between the glass. 

5. Ms. Julie Posteraro speaks as the homeowner. She states that for the street-facing 
windows, they did choose the exterior grilles, but they are asking for interior grilles 
on the side and the rear as they are very minimally visible, amongst other 
considerations and issues. 

6. Mr. Snipe states that the homeowner’s request is reasonable. 

7. Mr. Hill agrees. 

8. Ms. Quinn clarifies that only windows visible from the public right-of-way are 
reviewed. 

 

 

 

 



 Motion: 

1. Mr. Snipe moves to approve with the condition that any front facing windows have 
the full divided light model. 

2. Mr. Falcone seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; Mr. Dash, Mr. Snipe, Mr. Dash, Mr. Hill, and Ms. 
Aguirre are in favor and Ms. Loysen is opposed. Motion carries. 

4. Ms. Aguirre entertains a motion for a short recess. Mr. Falcone moves, Mr. Dash 
seconds, and all are in favor. Ms. Aguirre calls the meeting back to order at 
3:55pm. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – November 2, 2022 

 
Iron City Brewery 
3340 Liberty Avenue 

                                                               
 

Individual Landmark  

 

Owner:  
Red Eye Real Estate 
3340 Liberty Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15201 

 
Ward:  6th 
 
Lot and Block:  26-A-300 

 

Applicant: 
Martin Busser 
Indovina Assoc. Architects 
3185 Penn Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15201 

Council District: 7th 
 
Inspector:  
 
Application Received:  9/30/22 
 

National Register Status: Listed:  Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Demolition of site wall. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Martin Busser speaks as the architect for the project. He explains the project 
and goes through the presentation. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. She asks for comments and 
questions from Commissioners.  

3. Mr. Snipe states that the wall didn’t deteriorate overnight, and asks the applicant 
why it has been allowed to deteriorate to this point. 

4. Mr. Busser states that with the number of owners and issues over the years it got 
lost in the mix. 

5. Ms. Quinn states that demolition of an adjacent wall was denied previously and 
was ordered to be repaired and rebuilt instead. 

6. Ms. Aguirre states that given the previous denial, she would like to see the wall 
repaired. 

7. Mr. Dash agrees. 

8. Mr. Hill agrees. 

9. Ms. Quinn states that repair of the wall can be approved by staff. 

 

 

 

 



 Motion: 

1. Mr. Snipe moves to deny the application. 

2. Mr. Dash seconds. 

3. Mr. Falcone notes that if there are any emergency measures that need to be taken 
for stabilization that he reach out to staff. 

4. Mr. Snipe amends his motion. 

5. Mr. Dash seconds again. 

6. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – November 2, 2022 

 
1418 Chateau Street 

                                                               
                 Manchester Historic District  

 

Owner:  
Sam Patti 
1500 Chateau Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15233 

 
Ward:  21st 
 
Lot and Block:  22-P-89 
 

 

Applicant: 
Robert Pfaffmann 
Pfaffmann and Associates 
223 Fourth Avenue Suite 800 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15222 

Council District: 6th 
 
Inspector:  
 
Application Received:  7/14/22 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Updated request for partial demolition of structure and new 
construction. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Rob Pfaffmann speaks as the architect for the project. He explains the project 
and goes through the presentation. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. She asks for comments and 
questions from Commissioners. She states that she is extremely happy to see this 
proposal and thinks it will be valuable to the neighborhood.  

3. Mr. Snipe agrees and thanks them for not throwing in the towel and putting forth 
the extra effort to do something positive. 

4. Ms. Loysen agrees. 

5. Mr. Falcone agrees. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Snipe moves to approve the demolition of the rear of the property for possible 
future new construction as submitted. 

2. Mr. Hill seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – December 2022 

Certificates of Appropriateness Report – November 2022  
Staff or  

Commission 
C of A 

Number 
Date 

Issued 
 

Application Address 
Historic 
District 

 
Work Approved 

S 22-185 3-Nov-22 1220-1222 Buena Vista Street 

Mexican War 

Streets 

In-kind replacement of front 

doors 

S 22-186 4-Nov-22 1022 Murray Hill Avenue Murray Hill In-kind repair of stone wall 

C 22-187 7-Nov-22 930 Beech Avenue Allegheny West 

Replacement of front porch 

deck and steps 

C 22-188 7-Nov-22 939 W North Avenue Allegheny West 

Construction of new 

townhouses 

C 22-189 7-Nov-22 4419 Schenley Farms Terrace Schenley Farms Window replacement 

S 22-190 7-Nov-22 6300 Fifth Avenue Individual 

In-kind replacement of roof 

along with minor repairs and 

repainting 

C 22-191 7-Nov-22 1418 Chateau Street Manchester 

Partial demolition of rear 

addition 



Staff or  

Commission 
C of A 

Number 
Date 

Issued 
 

Application Address 
Historic 
District 

 
Work Approved 

S 22-192 10-Nov-22 900 Cedar Avenue Deutschtown 

In-kind repair and patching of 

sandstone foundation 

S 22-193 14-Nov-22 504 Lockhart Street Deutschtown 

In-kind repair and 

replacement of box gutter and 

repainting 

S 22-194 14-Nov-22 1811 E Carson Street 

East Carson 

Street Repainting of storefront 

S 22-195 14-Nov-22 1240 Palo Alto Street 

Mexican War 

Streets 

In-kind repair and repointing 

of masonry 

S 22-196 14-Nov-22 1329 Pennsylvania Avenue Manchester 

In-kind replacement of rear 

fencing 

S 22-197 15-Nov-22 1711 Buena Vista Street 

Mexican War 

Streets Expansion 

In-kind roof replacement on 

rear garage 

S 22-198 15-Nov-22 1712 East Carson Street 

East Carson 

Street 

In-kind replacement of existing 

signage 



Staff or  

Commission 
C of A 

Number 
Date 

Issued 
 

Application Address 
Historic 
District 

 
Work Approved 

S 22-199 16-Nov-22 1719 East Carson Street 

East Carson 

Street 

In-kind replacement of existing 

signage 

S 22-200 16-Nov-22 1339 Page Street Manchester 

In-kind replacement of 

windows with new wooden 

windows 

S 22-201 18-Nov-22 413 Jacksonia Street 

Mexican War 

Streets Expansion 

In-kind façade renovations in 

accordance with historic 

guidelines 

S 22-202 18-Nov-22 4501 Centre Avenue Individual 

In-kind replacement of metal 

roof 

S 22-203 22-Nov-22 92-94 S 22nd Street 

East Carson 

Street 

In-kind replacement of asphalt 

shingle roof and downspout 
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