
Pittsburgh Shade Tree Commission 

February 17th, 22016  

 3rd floor DPW large conference room 

Minutes 

 

1. Richard Butler Motioned to Approve February minutes, Mary seconded the motion, 

with noted changed to 4. b. To read “Tree Pittsburgh will plant 10,000 trees to coincide 

with the City of Pittsburgh Bicentennial celebration.” 

2. Martha Isler opened the meeting with an update that the contract has been signed for 

the Davey Code review. Lisa Ceoffe added that she is going to send the notice to 

proceed by the end of the week.  

3. Martha asked to bring major concerns for next meeting. Lisa C. added that Davey will 

look at implementing permit fees as well as look for redundancies in the code. 

A lengthy discussion on specifics for the code review took place.  Some suggestions 

included: 

a. Enforcement and penalties 

b. Defining Heritage trees 

c. PSTC code be revised  

d. Tree planting code be Revised  

e. Adding a code in zoning and planning specifically for trees  

 

It has been agreed that a code review meeting will take place on Monday February 29th 

at 10 am, Erika arranged for space in the council conference room.  

4. Tree Pittsburgh Report-   

a. Matt Erb gave a presentation on the new Tree Pittsburgh building, The total project 

cost is $2.5 Million of which $1.7 Million has already been raised. Tree Pittsburgh 

is asking the PSTC for $50,000 in 2016 to fund the Conference Room, all inclusine. 

Conference room will be outfitted with the latest audio and video technology and 

will be used for training and education. Tree Pittsburgh also requested a 2nd $50,000 

from the PSTC over a 2 year period (2017-2018) at a rate of $25,000 per year. 
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Molly Stephany wanted to know how the $25,000 per year (2017-2018) would be 

used. Matt E. reported that it would be used for two phases of tree plantings, the first 

of which is for landscaping of the site in 2017 and the second for planting the 

outdoor education area. James Stitt asked if any other Municipality would contribute 

to Tree Pittsburgh, Martha Isler explained that, according to the fundraising plan, 

Tree Pittsburgh will seek other contributors once the project goes public.  

b. A lengthy discussion took place on the amount PSTC would contribute to the Tree 

Pittsburgh Building fund for the Conference Room, what the money would be used 

for and what all it would include. Dan made a motion to contribute $50,000 to Tree 

Pittsburgh’s Capital project in 2016, with a possibility of additional funding (2017-

2018) depending on availability of Shade Tree Trust Funds, to be reconsidered in 

November 2016. Richard seconded the motion.  The motion Carried. 

Tree Pittsburgh is also seeking $15,000. For 1000 seedlings for the annual tree give- 

away for the Arbor Day celebration, and 200 2-3 gallon trees to support a joint-

planting in honor of the City’s bi-centennial celebration; $1,000. for volunteer 

Recognition awards, and $5,000. for the 10th Anniversary Root Ball - as explained 

on the distributed sheet.  Dan Sentz made a motion to commit $21,000 to Tree 

Pittsburgh for these 3 items. Mary Savage seconded the motion. The motion carried.  

Matt Erb abstained.  It was noted that funding for the summer tree care crew was 

previously approved. 

5. Forester Report-  

a. Chatham University is requesting a tree donations the city’s Bicentennial 

celebration, Chatham University will donate a Plaque. Mary Savage motioned to 

donate up to $500 for a tree for Chatham, Matt Erb seconded the motion. Motion 

carried.   

b. The Mayor would like a Tree planting at Point State Park for the City’s 

Bicentennial celebration. Richard Butler made a motion to support up to $1,000. 

Marybeth seconded the motion, the motion carried.  

6. New Business-  

Lisa Ceoffe received notice from the Mayors office that the Pittsburgh Partnership is 

looking to revive the plan for trees in the Central Business District. She proposed 

that the storm water alternative compliance fund be used to support this project. A 

lengthy discussion took place regarding these alternative compliance monies and the 

use for green infrastructure.  There was some question as to whether planting trees 

can be considered a percentage of mitigation.  It was also noted that this request 

came from the Mayor.  

Mary Savage motioned to adjourn meeting 

      


