
Pittsburgh Shade Tree Commission 

May 18th, 2016 

 3rd floor DPW Large Conference Room 

Minutes 

 

 

 

 

1. Approval of April Minutes- Martha I. entertained a motion to approve 

April minutes with noted correction to the spelling of Soiree. Minutes were 

approved. 

 

2. Update: Code Review Subcommittee- Subcommittee meeting was 

postponed.  

 Lisa updated PSTC on several interdepartmental meeting she attended 

regarding the Davey code review project. Several topics where discussed 

during these meetings. A discussion with city legal highlighted possible 

fining systems and preapproved contractor lists. Meetings will continue in 

the future with city legal. 

 Topics discussed with PLI included interdepartmental communication 

and how to streamline communication, final drawings, and possibly 

obtaining permits through city forestry. 

 Topics discussed with City planning included, Increasing the city’s 

overall shade canopy, and how to have all neighborhoods tree inventory and 

canopy equal or at least close to the same caliber to each other.  

 Next conversations will be held with Mike Gable and Mike Salem. 

Also Jenny from Davey will provide spreadsheets with all information 

discussed.     

 

3. City Forester Report-    Lisa C. updated PSTC on tree plantings that will 

take place during fall 2016. Tree keeper is being used to find all empty tree 
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pits in the City of Pittsburgh to have trees planted in them. She noted that 

Central Business District is not included in these plantings.  

 Tree Vitalize received a $500,000 grant for tree plantings around 

Allegheny County; this does not include the normal plantings that are done 

during the spring and fall season. James S. suggested that we create door 

knockers to figure out why trees fail. Molly S. feels that it is really important 

to get education out there on how to care for trees. Martha I. suggested that 

we think about what causes trees to fail, and how to protect these trees.   

 It was noted that salt is the major cause of why trees are failing in the 

Central Business District. Lisa C. added that the Mayor would authorize salt 

Specifications for Central Business District. Dan S suggested to start with a 

smaller neighborhood’s business district.  

 Forestry Division will be getting an extra bucket truck. Intern Scott 

Nobbs started Monday May 16th.  

4. Tree Pittsburgh Report-  The Tree giveaway at Market Square was a 

success, the Mayor did attend!  Tree tender course was held in McKeesport 

on May 14th. Summer tree care crew started Monday May 16th they will be 

weeding mulching and slight pruning.   

5. Old Business- There was no old Business.  

6. New Business-    A lengthy discussion took place regarding the use and 

purpose of Storm water monies.  

Josh L. informed the commission that a new greenway will be in Knoxville 

in the city’s Southside slopes neighborhood. 

City Planning has finished open space signage, now we can officially name 

trials on open spaces, community parks and other green spaces. Community 

groups have until July 11th to apply for naming rights.   

 Duncan Orchard is up and running.  

Richard B. said that Neighborhood maps need to be replaced in bus shelters  

after poster has been removed. PSTC is being blamed for this. Lisa L. will 

get clarity on this issue  

     

Mary S. Motioned to adjured  


