
Pittsburgh Shade Tree Commission 

August 17th, 9:00 AM 

3rd Floor DPW Large Conference Room 

Minutes 

 

 

Members in Attendance 

 Jennifer Arkett  Richard Butler X Lisa Ceoffe X Jamil Bey 

X Matthew Erb X Martha Isler - Chair  Maribeth Hook X Josh Lippert 

 Vacant DPW  Mary H. Savage X Dan Sentz X Molly Stephany 

X James J. Stitt X Lisa Kunst Vavro  
Vacant Mayor’s 

Office 
  

X 
Guest: Jeff 

Bergman  
X Guest Derrick Buckner  

Guest: Allison 

Keating  
 

Guest: Dan F 

(LAW) 

 

1.  Matt E. made a motion to approve the May minutes. Lisa C. seconded the motion. The 

motion carried.  

2.  Matt E. gave a Tree Pittsburgh update while Jeff Bergman prepared for his presentation.   

Matt asked the commission for $5,000 for mulch for Tree Pittsburgh. Lisa C. made a motion 

to provide support for mulch for Tree Pittsburgh in the amount of $5,000. Molly S. seconded 

the motion. Josh L. and Matt E abstained, the motion carried.  

3.  Martha I. updated the Commission on the status of the Code Review. A new format for 

the google spread sheet being prepared by Jenny for distribution September 9th was 

requested. September 12th is the next code review meeting. Jenny will be asked to attend a 

future meeting to answer questions and provide background - to be scheduled at a later date. 

The next step is to present recommendations to date to the Commission for discussion. 

4.  Tree Pittsburgh Report:  Summer tree care groups has been watering trees throughout the 

city. “Project goat” is currently in Polish Hill, their next stop is Mount Washington. Tree 

Pittsburgh is preparing for their fall planting season. Tree Pittsburgh received a grant to plant 

100 trees in polish hill (Restoration Grade). Grants were also awarded to plant trees outside 

of the city. The Paw-Paw festival will be held September 23rd-25th. Tree Tender programs 

ran all summer, land forester participants were trained as tree tenders.  

5.  Jeff Bergman gave a presentation on The Western Pennsylvania Conservancy and the 

work that they do around the city as well as the rest of Allegheny County. Thank you Jeff. 

6.  City Forester Report- Forester is currently preparing for Fall plantings. The deadline for 

spring planting is September 17th. Planting for the city’s 200th year celebration will happen 

around the last week of October. Forestry sent out a tweet for the city’s annual holiday tree 

selection for the portico at the city country building.  Forestry intern Scott Nobbs has been 



entering data into Davey Treekeeper as well as doing site assessments on Ellsworth Ave. Lisa 

C. put in a request for a budget expanse to hopefully hirer investigators. 

7.  Old Business- Josh L. updated the commission on the Greenways project. Project start 

should be early October. There is a consultant who is developing a community out-reach 

package.  

8.  New Business - Jen from Tree Pittsburgh will be giving a presentation at a future meeting.   

Josh L. suggested a budget sub-committee for the Shade Tree Commission, he raised the 

issue of reporting. Josh asked the city legal office attend for this discussion.  He suggested 

that Dave Osterman come to the next meeting to go over shade tree budget. A lengthy 

discussion took place on reporting shade tree budget and alternative compliance monies.  

It was pointed out by the Chair that the commission reviews priorities and potential funding 

commitments in October and every November sets priorities and approves a budget with 

estimated dollar amounts for the next calendar year - in this case in effect the commission is 

the budget committee.  This system was developed and set up by the STC in order to be good 

stewards of the STTF, no requirements for budgeting or reporting were ever provided to the 

Commission.  The Chair also noted that since 2009 she has tried to reconcile the alternative 

compliance and trust fund budgets with city financial reports and has met many times with 

city officials including Dave Osterman.  But because of the accounting procedures used by 

the city, it has not been possible to report with an end date and then begin the new STC fiscal 

year with the amount of carry over funding reconciled.  Therefore, interim reports of 

Alternative Compliance dollars are provided in October by the City Forester and all motions 

approving the expenditure of funds are tracked on a running tally list by the Chair.  To the 

extent possible, the City Forester and Chair review the budget to verify that invoices have 

been paid.  The Chair also noted that the Shade Tree Trust Fund was audited in 2013. No 

issues of non-compliance or discrepancies were identified as per the report of Michael Lamb, 

City Controller, 1/13/14. 

Matt motioned to adjourn.  

 

  


