
Pittsburgh Shade Tree Commission 

November 16, 2016 Minutes 

Minutes 

 

 

Members in Attendance 

X Jennifer Arkett X Richard Butler X Lisa Ceoffe  Jamil Bey 

X Matthew Erb X Martha Isler - Chair X Maribeth Hook X Josh Lippert 

 Vacant DPW  Mary H. Savage X Dan Sentz  Molly Stephany 

X James J. Stitt X Lisa Kunst Vavro  
Vacant Mayor’s 

Office 
 Maria Say 

X 
Guest: Emily 

Galfond 
X Guest Derrick Buckner X 

Guest: Andrea  

Ket zel  
 

Guest: Brain 

Wolyniak 

 

1. Matt Made a motion to accept the minutes with noted correction, “Larimer is 

in need of tree tenders” not Larimer is need of members for the green team.” 

Jennifer Arkett seconded the motion. The motion carried. 

2. Update on meeting with the Mayor- Guy Costa will be working with 

PSTC by the end of the year.  Examples where given regarding Forestry 

division aging equipment. The Mayor will keep his 2006 Impala so that 

Forestry division can get a new bucket truck. Lisa C. will update us on this 

after speaking with Mike Gable and Guy Costa.  

3. Update on Liberty Field – Lisa gave an update on the Liberty field. Martha 

I. mentioned that the mayor felt a tree protection task force would have 

helped this situation be avoided in the future. Dan S. wants to ask the 

Housing Authority where they will make up storm water requirements and 

also where are the rain gardens going to go? Emily Mitchell stated that 

watershed may be across the street from the development.  Lisa also 

mentioned that she told Mr. Dubinion that trees have to be posted with a 

gentle Giant sign before they can be removed. Matt E. wanted to know if re-

purposing the park will go to Orphans Courts. Emily confirmed that the 

court will have to be de-commission.  Mardi and Lisa will work with the 

Housing Authority to see what can be done to save the trees. 

4. 2017 Priorities- Door knockers were added to the list (without a cost 

commitment.)  Grant monies for threats will be used first before the Shade 

Tree Trust Fund monies are used. 



Richard Butler motioned to approve the 2017 Priorities for STC activities 

and expenditures, Lisa V. seconded the motion, Matt E abstained. The 

motion carried.  

5. Code Review update- The next subcommittee meeting was scheduled for 

the 21st , however zoning would not be able to attended. A lengthy 

discussion took place regarding the next subcommittee meeting date. Matt E 

feels the subcommittee should meet if Jenny from Davey will be in 

attendance. Lisa C. said that she will contact Jenny.  Martha I. reminded the 

committee that comments regarding the code review are due by the 30th.  

6. Forester Report-   Forestry is closing out the year. December 9th last 

invoices can be submitted for payment. Bids will be going out Jan. 1st for 

Oak pruning’s city wide.  Lisa C. is working with Guy Costa on Inventory 

and staffing  

7. Tree Pittsburgh Report-   Matt E. gave the update for Tree Pittsburgh. Tree 

Pittsburgh will be wrapping up planting season in the next few weeks. The 

reforestation project in Sewickley Heights was a success. 150 trees were 

planted in Greenfield as part of the 10,000 tree goal. Tree Pittsburgh is also 

working on a management plan for the porcelain berry vines.  

8. Old Business.  The issue of elections was raised? We will consider this in 

January. A lengthy discussion took place regarding the timing of our annual 

tasks, including appointments, establishing priorities and budget, meetings 

with mayors etc. Mardi I. suggested to make a timeline showing when 

specific meetings should take place. Dan noted that we should establish the 

commission members first then select officers.  

9. Announcements:  1.  200th Planting will happen at 9 am. 2.  Josh L. 

announced planning will begin to charge $500 for environmental planning 

review. 

10. Matt E. made a motion to adjourn. James S. Seconded the motion.   

  


