
Pittsburgh Shade Tree Commission 

June 21st, 2017 

 3rd floor DPW large conference room 

Minutes 

 

Lisa V motion to approve May minutes. James S. Second 

Code Review update- working with planning on where specific sections 

will go. Erica Straussburger from Councilman Gilman’s office.  Erica is working 

on revising the numbering system and moving certain items to have it read easier. 

Sally from Guy Costa office is working on the Executive order.  

2018 Budget Discussion- Martha I. gave an explanation on why certain 

events have been moved around.  James S. asked if there is a more defined timeline 

for the meeting with the Mayor and City Council. It was mentioned from the 2018 

budget outline that under 1, A and B should be switched. Matt E. suggested having 

a subcommittee for implementing the tree management plan. Lisa C. updated the 

commission letting them know that the Special Compliance officer is currently in 

review on how the position will fit into the department. Matt suggest to ask the 

commission for $5,000 for the annual tree giveaway instead of the $1,200 issued in 

the past. Matt E suggested to have $7,500 set aside for mulch for next plantings. 

No additional funding has been committed for the Tree Pittsburgh Capital 

Campaign. It was also suggested to keep Inventory of Parklets for 2018 priorities. 

Richard suggested that during open streets “Don’t Chain on me” signs be handed 

out. It was brought to the commission attention that the WPC has funding to fill 

empty tree pits. Matt added that we may want to set aside extra funding for the 

Executive Order to fund any currently “unknowns.”  

Tree Pittsburgh Report-  Matt E updated the commission. Tree Pittsburgh 

had 5 people on their Summer Tree Care crew this summer. They were out in the 

field 3 days weeding and mulching East Liberty Blvd.  Tree Pittsburgh is working 

on their seedling germination. Urban tree canopy analysis is also in process. It was 
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found that Aspinwall lost 30% of its canopy in the last 5 years. 12,000 total acres. 

900 of those acres are in the City of Pittsburgh. The canopy report will be provided 

to the commission in the near future. The east side of the city lost the most canopy.  

A motion was made by Jamil B. to fund $5,000 for tree planting on West 

End Overlook. James S. Seconded the motion. Richard B Abstained. Motion 

carried.  

Forester Report: Lisa presented the Commission with the Year to Date work 

performed in house by Forestry Division. Storm Damage set Forestry Division 

back from normally scheduled work. Many of the trees that are coming down 

during the storms are either private or alley way trees. Forestry Division is working 

with PLI to cite property owners for trees blocking and falling into city Right of 

Ways. We are looking for ways to bill property owners for private storm tree work.  

Announcements:  Richard B. thanked the commission for the work done on the 

West End Overlook. Richard also thanked Lisa for attending the community 

meeting in West End.  Richard also asked if there is any room on the Commission 

for Housing Authority. Kyle from the Housing authority is interested in becoming 

a member. At this time the Commission is at capacity, but Kyle can always attend 

the meetings as a guest. 

Mary S. made the motion to adjourn.  


