
Pittsburgh Shade Tree Commission 

Minutes January 18th, 2017 

  

  

Members in Attendance      

  Jennifer Arkett    Richard Butler  X  Lisa Ceoffe    Jamil Bey  

  Matthew Erb  X  Martha Isler - Chair  X  Maribeth Hook  X  Josh Lippert  

  Vacant DPW   X Mary H. Savage  X  Dan Sentz  X Molly Stephany  

  James J. Stitt  X  Lisa Kunst Vavro    
Vacant  Mayor’s  

Office  
  

Guest  Danielle  

Crumrine  

X  
Guest:  Emily  

Galfond  
X  

Guest Derrick 

Buckner  
X  

Guest: Andrea  

 Ketzel   
  

Guest:  Brian  

Wolyniak  

 

1. Josh Lippert made a motion to accept the minutes with one edit. Correction to spelling of Brian 
Wolyniak's name, seconded by Lisa Vavro, The motion carried. 

2. Code Review Process: Martha Isler provided an update stating that a productive meeting with 

Zoning staff and Consultant has lead to gathering additional information in regard to incentives 

for providing Urban Tree Canopy during the development review process.. Lisa Ceoffe added to 

the lengthy discussion in regards to the consultant gathering additional information.   

3. City Forester Report: Forester Lisa Ceoffe reported that moving forward a Year To Date list of 

accomplishments will be sent on a weekly basis to Forestry Supervisor. Report can be given to 

PSTC at monthly meetings. Oak Pruning is in progress. A special request to fund 20 trees for 

open space locations/ Crafton Trolly Trail and the West End Overlook was made. Funding for 

TreeVitalize is limited to street trees this round, therefore the applicants were denied. The 

request was for $5,000 to cover the cost of the trees to be provided for 2 TreeVitalize volunteer 

plantings. A brief discussion regarding the requirement to dedicate the one day per weekend to 

parks. 

Lisa Vavro made a motion to fund up to $5,000 to purchase 20 trees to be planted this Spring in two 

locations in the West end. Maribeth Hook seconded the motion. The motion carried.  Josh Lippert 
abstained.   

4. Tree Pittsburgh Report: Danielle Crumrine, Executive Director, provided the following 

update: The goal to plant 6,000 trees was met in 2016. A goal to plant 6,000 new trees in 2017 

was noted.  

 Four TreeTender classes are being planned for 2017, 2 in the City and 2 outside of the City.   

 A record number of young trees over 3,000 were pruned with the summer and winter crews. 

Amounting to over $100,000 in value to the City. Danielle noted 3 woman were hired for the 

crew.  

 A lengthy discussion took place with updates on Tree Pittsburgh's new building. It was noted 

that the building is going for a LEED PLATINUM rating. Funds from various donors will 

pay for Solar equipment for the building. It was also noted that PWSA will be providing 



funds for a 5,000 gal. Cistern to collect all storm water from the building  to be reused for 

watering system in nursery. It is also anticipated that a final review at the URA scheduled for 

March will then allow for site prep to begin.   

A brief report on the Urban Tree Canopy study was also provided. Danielle noted that the City of 

Pittsburgh lost a total of 1,200 tree acres, mostly due to EAB and Oak Wilt and development. The 

County has experienced a net loss of 20,000 acres. The full report will soon be available.   

5. Old Business: Martha Isler reported on a recent meeting held with representatives of 

the Housing Authority's Choice Neighborhood Program to discuss the idea that some type 

of wood reutilization program could come from the trees slated to be removed at Liberty 

Park to make way for the new development. (6 of the 16 trees will be saved.)A meeting 

with a local wood working professionals was successful in providing for a shadowing 

program for local youths to create products from the felled trees. It was also requested that 

a summer crew be provided to work on trees within the East Liberty and Larimar 

neighborhoods with oversight from Tree Pittsburgh. The specific request will be made to 

the Housing Authority to provide some funding for site work and youth training.   

A lengthy discussion regarding funding for Tree Pittsburgh for various projects and programs took 

place. All items were approved in November as part of the 2017 STC Priority Document.  The 

following were pulled out for separate motions: 

Lisa Ceoffe made a motion to fund 2 summer tree care crews to work on trees in public spaces 

in the amount of $20,000, and to continue the Pocket Park Pruning Program in the amount of 

$15,000. Mary Savage seconded the motion, ,  the motion carried.  Josh Lippert abstained  

Maribeth Hook made a motion to provide $5,000 to Tree Pittsburgh for mulch to be used for 

tree care events around the City. Lisa Vavro seconded, the motion. The motion carried, Josh 

Lippert abstained.   

Molly Stephany made a motion to fund the remaining $50,000 for the Capital campaign for 

the new Tree Pittsburgh building, Mary Savage seconded, the motion carried.  

Lisa Ceoffe made a motion to fund $5,000 for the Tree Pitttsburgh/Pittsburgh Shade Tree 

Commission annual tree giveaway at Market Square in honor of Arbor Day. Lisa Vavro 

seconded, the motion carried. 

6.New Business: Josh Lippert reported that several new stormwater projects were under consideration. 

The South 21st St. Plan it was noted that design meeting are to be held, and the Greenways 2.0 Plan 

was also mentioned. It was also noted that the Enright Park site plan was denied.   

  

A lengthy discussion regarding invoice tracking and budget also took place.   

  

Mary Savage made a motion to adjourn.   

  


