
Pittsburgh Shade Tree Commission 

September 20th 2017 

 3rd floor DPW large conference room 

Minutes 

 

 

1. Richard Butler made a motion to approve August minutes, Lisa second the 

motion. The motion carried. 

2. Tree Pittsburgh Presentation - Jake M. gave a presentation on the Tree 

Tender program and explained the work of the summer tree  care crews and 

other volunteer tree care efforts organized by Tree Pittsburgh.  

3. Tree Protection Task Force Update – Alicia from Guy Costa’s office is 

now working with the TPTF to begin gathering information on the status of 

tree policies in all departments and authorities and to develop a schedule of 

when each authority and department has their Board Meetings/Executive 

Staff Meetings. The goal is for the tree leadership group to tailor 20 minute 

presentations to each board and authority on the benefit of trees and 

appropriate tree care methods.  In addition, presentations will be geared for 

maintenance staff for each authority and in each department. 

4. Shade Tree Trust Fund Update-  Mardi I. explained the Alternative 

Compliance funding and accounting to the commission and the reallocation 

policy. Mardi also gave a brief explanation of how funds are designated by 

neighborhood to existing non-profits in the respective neighborhood. Lisa C 

gave an update on current alternative compliances and confirmed that the 

city received monies for Fairfield Park in the amount of $117,000. for trees 

removed at Fairfield park development.  

5.  City Forester Report- Lisa wanted to thank the Tree Pittsburgh for all the 

tree pruning and extra work that they do around the city. Lisa C asked the 

commission for funds for 4 trees at the Beacon St. Pittsburgh Parking 

Authority lot entrance to complement the private developers upgrade and 

Members in Attendance 

X Jennifer Arkett X Richard Butler X Lisa Ceoffe X Jamil Bey 

X Matthew Erb X Martha Isler - Chair   Rebecca Kiernan X Guy Costa 

X Emily Mitchell X Mary H. Savage  Molly Stephany X Kristen Spirl 

X James J. Stitt X Lisa Kunst Vavro X  Andrea Ketzel X 
Alicia Carberry, 

Guest  

X 
  Guest: Jake 

Milofsky 
X 

Clerk                     

:Derrick Buckner 
X 

Guest:   Jeff 

Bergman 
X 

Guest: Brain 

Wolyniak 



enhancements on the Beacon/Murray corner. Guy C. said the PSTC should 

table that request and that he would arrange a meeting with the Parking 

Authority and ask that they use their budget to fund the trees needed for the 

project. Jeff B. updated the PSTC on funding for the Tree vitalize program. 

WPC is requesting $25,000 from the PSTC to cover the cost for planting 40 

street trees throughout the City in the spring of 2018. Lisa V. motion to 

approve $25,000 to cover the cost of planting 40 street trees throughout 

various neighborhoods in the City of Pittsburgh. Martha I seconded the 

motion, the motion passed.  Lisa C. updated the commission on the Aerial 

Rescue and Electrical Line Clearing training. Jennifer A. explained to the 

commission what was involved with the training. It was noted that the city 

appreciates Duquesne Light’s contribution to professional development. 

6. Tree Pittsburgh Report- Matt gave an update on Tree Pittsburgh activities. 

The last Tree Tender class of the season is December 2nd in North Park.  

Tree Pittsburgh is in the mist of collecting seeds. Arbor Aid and Paw-Paw 

festival is going to be held Saturday the 23rd of September from 11-9 pm 

7. Old Business- The PSTC has fulfilled its obligation to Tree Pittsburgh’s 

building fund.  

8. New Business-  Mike Walsh. Deputy Secretary for Administration, PA 

Department of Conservation and Natural Resources visited the Tree 

Pittsburgh Nursery at 62nd Street with members of the tree leadership team.  

He was very impressed with the way the city tree organizations all work 

together toward agreed upon goals.  He expressed that our collective 

infrastructure and accomplishments are unique in the state.  

Lisa reported that OMI is hiring a consultant for all departments. There are 

questions as to how this fits into the revised Tree Ordnance.  Guy C. will 

help to clarify and will follow up. Lisa V. wanted to know who all has PSTC 

shirts and whether or not we should order more?  It was explained that they 

were purchased to identify us when the National Tree Conference came to 

Pittsburgh.  

9.  Announcements - Chatham University will be giving a presentation on 

how to care for all green spaces. Kristin will on the future present this to the 

commission. Lisa C. is going to see if the Park Rangers will do a 

presentation for the PSTC.   

Matt E. notified the PSTC that the Arbor Aid Paw-Paw festival will be held 

on September 23rd 2017.  Mayor cannot make October’s meeting, Alicia will 

follow up with James Hill on scheduling a new date.  

                   

 Mary S. made a motion to Adjourn  


