
Pittsburgh Shade Tree Commission 

January 17th 2018 

 3rd floor DPW large conference room 

Minutes 

 

 

1.  Richard B. Motioned to approve minutes Jamil B. Seconded the motion. Lisa V. 

 Abstained, motion carried.    

2. Park Ranger Presentation:   Park Rangers gave a presentation on the Ranger 

Program developed by Park Rangers and Pittsburgh Public School teachers. The program 

is designed to encourage learners to experience nature as well as introduce them to 

possible career choices focused in the environment.  The Rangers are responsible for a 

total of 10 city parks, 5 RAD parks and Schenley Ice Skating Rink, Westinghouse Park, 

and Market Square. It was also noted that they are not at every park every day. The Park 

Rangers are funded 100% through RK Mellon. They mentioned funding is running low. 

The Park Ranger Program used to be listed under Parks and Recreation. Richard B. 

suggested to write a letter of support for Park Rangers. Lisa C also offered to write a 

letter of support from the Forestry Division and DPW to help apply for RAD funding. 

The letter should be addressed to the Mayor, RK Mellon, and RAD. A Lengthy 

discussion took place regarding current and possible future programs offered by Park 

Rangers.  

3.  Tree Protection Task Force - Mardi I, gave a brief update on the direction the Tree 

Protection Task Force is taking. There will be a report in February done for the SEA. 

4.  Shade Tree Trust Fund Update – will receive 2017 report and review for March 

meeting. 

5.  City Forester Report- Lisa C. gave the Commission an update of year to date work 

that was performed in-house and on contract by City Forestry. Lisa C. also worked on 

getting additional funding in our budget. Richard B. asked if we needed the money for 

more equipment or more employees. The money would be used for both.  The bucket 

truck the Mayor purchased us last year will be delivered this year sometime.  Forestry 

Division is purchasing a new Chipper and will hold an in-house demo for the equipment. 
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Forestry is converting from Tree keeper to Cartegraph, data entry is behind and we are 

working with interns to help get the information in the computer.   

Lisa C. is asking the Commission for $28,000.00 for Emerald Ash bore inoculations for 

128 Ash trees city wide. Lisa V motioned for $28,000 for the commission to support the 

next round of inoculation of 128 Ash trees city wide, Jenny A seconded. The Motion 

carried (one no vote, Matt E.)  

Lisa C. is asking the commission for up to $4,000.00 for inoculations to prevent fruit 

growing on Gingko Trees on Seaton St. in the City of Pittsburgh. Richard B. made a 

motion, Andrea K seconded the motion. A discussion and questions followed.  The 

motion failed. Lisa V. suggested to find a company to harvest the berry’s instead. Matt 

mentioned that this was tested by a Forester in Washington D.C and it was patricianly 

successful. Mardi I. suggested we get more info for future discsussions. 

6.  Tree Pittsburgh Report- Matt E. updated the commission on Tree Pittsburgh events 

and schedules. Tree Pittsburgh is looking for a venue to host Tree Tender classes. Mardi 

I. suggested to look into the JCC. Tree planting projects in Lawrenceville and Chateau 

were planned. Chateau has been cancelled, but Lawrenceville’s is still pending. The 

County is being strict with their funding and the eact location of the plantings. Plantings 

had to be in assigned neighborhoods. A team has been hired and is planning to start the 

1st week of March.  

The new Tree Pittsburgh Building is under construction and will be completed by 

summer. Matt passed out a handout for funding request for 2018.  Matt E. asked the 

commission to increase the funding for several items the commission sponsors for the 

2018 year. He is asking for $25,000 for seasonal Tree care crew which is an increase of 

$5000 from 2017. Also Tree Pittsburgh is requesting $6000 for mulch which is a $1000 

increase from 2017. Lastly Tree Pittsburgh is asking the Commission for $6,555 for the 

2018 seedling giveaway, which is an increase of $1555 form 2017. Lisa V. made a 

motion to approve the requested increase from $20,000 to $25,000 for Summer Tree Care 

Crews, $5000 to $6000 for mulch, and $5000 to $6555 for Seedling giveaway.  Lisa C. 

Second the motion, Matt E. abstained, the  motion passed.  

7. Old Business -  Last Recommendations on the Ordinance Revision were submitted to 

Director Mike Gable for his corrections and then will be submitted to Corey O’Conner’s 

office for teir review.  

8.  New Business - Mardi I. suggested to move the November 2018 meeting to the 14th (a 

week before) because of the Thanksgiving holiday, the group agreed by consensus. 

9. Announcements- Park Rangers announced that an Outdoor Job Fair for children will 

be held in Early May.  


