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Introductions and Welcome 

• Rebecca Zito, of Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority (PWSA), welcomed the 
group and introduced Ryan Quinn, the Design Project Manager, along with the 
Wade Trim Consultant Team. In addition, Rebecca welcomed councilman 
Anthony Coghill, Pittsburgh City Council District 4 and State Representative Harry 
Readshaw, Pittsburgh Municipal Court Judge Richard (Mickey) King, and Terry 
Fazio, from Senator Costa’s office. 
 

• Prior to Ryan’s presentation, Councilman Coghill gave the following remarks 
regarding the project: 

o No one anticipated these flooding issues. There is a need to address 
Maytide Street, but there are also pockets of flooding elsewhere. 
Folks are looking for State and Federal funding to help address the 
damage and repairs. No one has, or can get, flood insurance. Many 
problems seem to have an easy fix; others are not that easy. For 
examples, Route 51 has already been closed three times this year.  

o Council District 4 has put together a special envoy to address the flooding 
issue. The envoy is going out every Friday to be able to get to each hot 
spot. If someone with a flooding issue has not met with the envoy yet on 
their property, they should call the Councilman’s office, at (412) 255-
2131. 

 
Project Background and Overview 

• Ryan Quinn noted that the problem stems from both aging infrastructure and 
above average rainfall along with significant storm events. He outlined three 
project goals: 

o Stabilize the hillside by renewing the storm sewer conveyance and storm 
inlets and repairing the public right-of-way; 

o Repair and replace sewer infrastructure to minimize future disruptions; 
and 

o Identify issues on private property as well as identify any local issues 
upstream and downstream of project site. 
 

• Ryan presented the anticipated project schedule, with noted the construction of 
the improvement project to be undertaken in Spring/Summer of 2019. 

 
• The Wade Trim consulting team presented a series of improvement strategies. 
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Questions and Answers 

• What is the work being done on the 700 Block of Maytide Street? 
o A collapsed storm sewer line, the result of a sink hole, is being repaired. 

 
• Can the storm sewer handle the volume if water is channeled from Sanderson 

Street? 
o The 400 block will be tying into the larger pipe below. The project will 

gather information about the system capacity including utilizing flow 
monitoring.  
 

• 405 Merritt Street has significant flooding issues. When Sanderson and 
Sunnyland were repaved, the crown in the road was removed. As a result, the 
road is currently sloped away from the drain and water is flowing into driveways 
on the low side of the road.  A significant improvement could be made by 
repaving Sanderson. In addition, the drain was also paved over. There is no 
catch basin between Sanderson and Merritt and, currently, there is no storm 
sewer along Merritt to tie into. While repaving Sanderson, the turn from 
Sunnyland should be looked at; the slope is extremely dangerous in winter. 

 
• This year, work will be done on most important public safety improvements, 

including the erosion on the Sanderson Street steps. There is more time needed 
for field investigation and repairs to the overall system.  
 

• There continue to be losses while waiting for the overall system fix. A telephone 
pole at the paper street is leaning dangerously. The steps are causing major 
problems at the adjacent house. Water is significantly high in some basements, 
damaging water heaters, washers/dryers, and furnaces and getting dangerously 
close to the electric box. If there is no construction until 2019, what will we do 
about the issues facing us now? 
 

• Is there any government assistance in the interim (until the problem is fixed on 
Maytide)? The Fire Department has helped in the past but does not have enough 
pumps. 

 
• Councilman Coghill asked those in attendance whether sandbags would be 

helpful. He plans to have sandbags delivered to residents. 
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• It is important to make sure that the catch basins are cleaned after storms. 
 

• One resident noted that she was able to add water damage as a rider on her 
homeowner’s insurance. She suggested that others contact their insurance 
agents and not to assume that there is no insurance available. 
 

• When Elwin Avenue was recently paved, the finished curbs were only 1 ½” high. 
Councilman Coghill noted that curbs should be 4-6” high.  
 

• The watershed starts at Brownsville Road. Storm issues originate further than 
people think. For example, when the June 20th storm ended, there was no local 
run-off. However, later, the sewer backed up. The Maytide project is an 
incremental fix. It will have impacts upstream. This project will look at how to 
optimize the overall system, which will be designed for increased capacity. 

 
Project Board Discussions 
During the break-out sessions with the project managers and PWSA representatives, 
the following comments were noted: 

• 546 and 552 Maytide - flooding issues. 
 

• Net failure at 702 Esther Street; someone came out because repair is needed. 
 
• Esther (on the curve); Maytide – Lodge and Esther. 
 
• Can we tie in runoff from private residences to alleviate storm issues? 
 
• Combined sewage issue backup at 544 (opposite side) Maytide – possible 

sanitary sewer and storm sewer interconnection issue. 
 
• Runoff cause concrete failure at driveway on Maytide Street. 
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• What is the work being done on the 700 Block of Maytide Street? 
o A collapsed storm sewer line is being repaired 
o The collapse is the result of a sink hole 
o  

• Can the storm sewer handle the volume if water is channeled from Sanderson 
Street? 

o The 400 block will be tying into the larger pipe below 
o Will gather info re: system capacity 
o Flow monitoring to understand capacity 

 
• No construction until 2019? 

o Immediate issues 
 

• 405 Merritt Street 
o Repaving of Sanderson and Sunnyland- removed crown 
o 60-60% fix will be by repaving Sanderson 
o Road currently pitched away from drain 
o Water coming into driveways “on low side” 
o Also paved over drains 

 
• This year, work will be done on most important public safety improvements 

o Erosion on Sanderson Street steps 
o Need more time and field investigation for overall system 

 
• Concerns over losses and before overall system fix 

o Telephone pole at paper street is leaning dangerously 
o Steps are causing major problems on adjacent house 
o Water is too high in some basements 

 Close to electric box 
 Damaging water heaters, washers/dryers, and furnaces 

 
• Pitch of Sanderson – turn from Sunnyland – dangerous in winter 

 
• Water on Merritt 

o No catch basins between Sanderson and Merritt 
o Now – no storm sewer along Merritt to tie into 

 
• Temporary fix – sandbag delivery? (Councilman Coghill suggestion) 
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• Make sure catch basins are cleaned after storms 
 

• Able to add water damage as waiver (believe she meant “rider”) on insurance 
 

• Elwin Avenue – paved and curbs only 1 ½’ high  
o Curbs should be 4-5-6” 

 
• Watershed starts at Brownsville Road 

o When June 20th storm ended, there was not run-off 
o Later, sewer backed up  
o Project will look at how to optimize system 

 
• Is there any government assistance in the interim (until the problem is fixed on 

Maytide) 
o Fire Department has helped in the past but does not have enough pumps 

 
• This project – incremental fix 

o Will have impacts upstream 
o System will be designed for increased capacity 
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