
 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of July 11, 2018 
Beginning at 12:30 PM 

200 Ross Street 
First Floor Hearing Room 

Pittsburgh, PA 15219 
In Attendance: 
 
Members Staff Others  

Lucia M. Aguirre Sharon Spooner Carole Malakoff  Elizabeth Fallon 

Cara Halderman Sarah Quinn Andy Madden Sandy Bly 

Richard Snipe  John Francona Julie Linelli 

Karen Loysen  Bill Vernon Peter Margittai 

Matthew Falcone  Frederick Bonci Dan McDowell 

  Mark Fatla Nathan Hart 

  John Martine Canard Grigsby 

  Norm Cleary James McNeel 

  David Rogers Jonathan Glance 

  Russell Blaich Gary Atcheson 

  Devin Lovell  

 
 
Call to Order: 
 
Ms. Aguirre calls the meeting to order and confirms that a quorum is present. 
 
Old Business-None. 

New Business: 
 

Approval of Minutes:  In regards to the June meeting minutes, Mr. Falcone moves to 
approve and Ms. Loysen seconds. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion 
carries. 

   
Approval of Issuance of Certificates of Appropriateness:  In regards to the issuance 
of Certificates of Appropriateness in June 2018, Ms. Halderman moves to approve and Mr. 
Falconeseconds. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

    
Other Business: 
 

1. Ms. Halderman moves to adjourn the meeting until 1:00 PM. 

2. Mr. Falcone seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre calls the meeting back to order at 1:10 PM. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Division of Zoning and Development Review  

City of Pittsburgh, Department of City Planning 

200 Ross Street, Third Floor 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15219 



 
 

Adjourn: 
 

Mr. Falcone moves to adjourn. 

Ms. Halderman seconds. 

Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote, all are in favor and meeting is adjourned. 

Minutes of the agenda items follow. 



Pittsburgh HRC – July 11, 2018 

816 Western Avenue        Allegheny West Historic District  

 
Owner:  
Andrew Madden 
816 Western Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15233 

 
Ward:  22nd 
 
Lot and Block:  8-A-20 

 
Applicant: 
Andrew Madden 
816 Western Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15233 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  1st 
 
Application Received:  6/22/18 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Window replacement and installation of skylights. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Andy Madden and Ms. Sandy Bly step to the podium; they are the owners of 
the property. Mr. Madden presents the project for installation of skylights and 
replacement of rear windows. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment. 

3. Ms. Carole Malakoff steps to the podium representing the LRC. She states that the 
applicants met with them last month and took their suggestions for their final 
proposal. She states that the guidelines don’t support skylights on the front facades 
of buildings, which the applicants have dropped from the proposal. She states that 
they are in support of the rest of the project. 

 Motion: 

1. Ms. Halderman moves to approve the application for the rear skylight and 
replacement windows. 

2. Mr. Falcone seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – July 11, 2018 

920 Western Avenue        Allegheny West Historic District  

 
Owner:  
Elizabeth Fallon 
407 Lundy Court 
Cranberry Twp., Pa 16066 

 
Ward:  22nd 
 
Lot and Block:  7-D-141 

 
Applicant: 
Elizabeth Fallon 
407 Lundy Court 
Cranberry Twp., Pa 16066 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  1st 
 
Application Received:  6/4/18 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Window replacement. 

Discussion: 

1. Ms. Elizabeth Fallon steps to the podium; she is the owner of the property. She 
explains the history of her purchase of the building, in which she did her due 
diligence to discover all liens and other issues with the property and was not 
advised of the violation with the front windows. She explains what she has done to 
try and resolve the issue thus far and her current proposal to replace the windows 
with vinyl windows with no grilles. She states that the former owner testified that 
he replaced aluminum windows, not wooden windows, and the house next door 
still has aluminum windows as well. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment. 

3. Ms. Carole Malakoff steps to the podium representing the LRC. She states that 
they have been trying to get this issue straightened out for a while as this property 
is on the community’s list of unresolved building issues. She states that there was 
no flag that the property was in non-compliance when it was sold, which is an 
issue. She states that the LRC’s position is that double-hung wooden windows 
should be installed on the front facades of buildings. She states that if the 
Commission does allow vinyl windows, they should not be white so that they 
recede and don’t stand out. 

4. Ms. Quinn states that the Commission is aware that the applicant is trying to fix 
the issue, and proposes that she can work with her and the building inspector on a 
plan to replace the windows on a rolling basis, and the inspector can in turn let the 
judge know that it is being worked on. 

5. Ms. Fallon states that she was not made aware of the issues and is willing to work 
with the Commission, and she notes that she has already ordered new windows 
and put money down. 

6. Mr. Snipe asks what type of windows the house next door has, as they at one time 
had the same owner. 



7. Ms. Fallon states that they are white aluminum. 

8. Ms. Loysen asks if the grilles are removable. 

9. Ms. Fallon says they are not. She did find a company that could potentially do that 
but it would cause an issue with the insulation. 

10. Ms. Aguirre understands the issue but is concerned about setting a precedent. 

11. Mr. Snipe states that he does have a bit of background knowledge on the property 
as he tried to buy it at one time, and his recollection was that this building and the 
one next door had vinyl windows. He feels that since the building next door has a 
similar condition, this owner is being unfairly targeted. 

12. Mr. Falcone states that they can only look at the building in front of them. He 
states that it was made explicitly clear to the previous owner that this was an issue, 
and it was their responsibility to inform the new owner. He agrees with the chair 
that they don’t want to set precedent for vinyl windows in the front of the building 
but that they should instead work with the applicant on an alternative. 

13. The Commission discusses the application. 

 Motion: 

1. Ms. Halderman moves to deny the installation of vinyl windows. 

2. Mr. Falcone seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; Ms. Loysen, Ms. Aguirre, Mr. Falcone, and Ms. 
Halderman are in favor and Mr. Snipe abstains. Motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – July 11, 2018 

410 E. Ohio Street            Deutschtown Historic District   

 
Owner:  
NSLC 
1319 Allegheny Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15233 

 
Ward:  23rd 
 
Lot and Block:  23-S-230 

 
Applicant: 
Nathan Hart 
984 Greenfield Avenue  
Pittsburgh, Pa 15217 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  1st 
 
Application Received:  6/12/18 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Installation of rear wooden privacy gate. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Nathan Hart steps to the podium; he is the architect for the project. He 
explains the project and goes through the presentation. 

2. Mr. Falcone asks why, if the buildings at the address are not in the historic district, 
they need to present this. 

3. Mr. Hart states that the rear of the property is actually in the historic district. 

4. Ms. Quinn explains some of the background of the project and what was required 
per Zoning Board. 

5. Mr. Mark Fatla steps to the podium and explains the background of the project as 
it went through a lot consolidation and Planning Commission and how they ended 
up with a slice of land in the historic district. They will also have future work to be 
done in the historic district adjacent to this project. 

6. Mr. Falcone states that he has concerns about only part of the parcel being in the 
historic district. 

7. Ms. Quinn states that they did receive an opinion from the City Law Office that the 
inclusion of the entire property in the historic district is not necessarily supported 
in the ordinance. 

8. The Commission discusses the issue. 

9. Ms. Quinn notes that if the future part of the project is delayed, they may have to 
review the fencing as well. 

10. Mr. Fatla states that the approval of the gate is necessary to proceed with financing 
of this part of the project, but will probably end up being built at the later stages. 

11. Ms. Quinn states that they can approve the concept of the gate, with final materials 
to be approved by staff when the project gets underway. 

12. Mr. Falcone states that he would like to understand from the City how this would 



affect the building and historic district in the future. 

13. Ms. Quinn states that the historic district is considered an overlay and will not 
change. 

14. Ms. Loysen comments on the necessity of the strip of land for the windows and 
other features on the rear of the building. 

15. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment. 

16. Mr. Chris Gates steps to the podium. He states that part of the historic district is 
being isolated with no intended residential access. He states that the use could be 
covered by easements and covenants instead. He states that the proposed use in 
the zoning application is commercial and inconsistent with the underlying zoning. 
He presents documents to the Commission supporting his concerns. 

17. Ms. Aguirre asks for addition testimony; there is none. 

18. Mr. Fatla addresses some of the testimony and states that he feels that some of it is 
outside the Commission’s purview. 

19. Mr. Hart states that one of the main reasons for a wooden opaque gate rather than 
wrought iron is the accessibility of the hardware. 

20. Ms. Aguirre closes the floor for comment. She asks for comments from the 
Commissioners. 

21. Ms. Halderman states that they have heard a lot of information that is not within 
the Commission’s purview, although Mr. Falcone’s questions about the historic 
district are legitimate. 

22. Mr. Falcone states that there are two issues, the first of which is the design, which 
they have guidelines for, and the second is how this will impact the district itself, 
which he feels they need more guidance on. He states that he is not comfortable 
making a decision at this time. 

23. Ms. Halderman asks if it would perhaps help to review the decision of the legal 
department. 

24. Mr. Falcone agrees that it would be helpful. 

25. Ms. Aguirre states that it seems like approval of the gate will set in motion a chain 
of events that would be difficult to reverse. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Falcone moves to table the application until the August meeting. 

2. Ms. Loysen seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – July 11, 2018 

1300 Bingham Street  East Carson Street Historic District  

 
Owner:  
James McNeel 
City Theatre Company 
1300 Bingham Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15203 

 
Ward:  17th 
 
Lot and Block:  3-H-155 

 
Applicant: 
Naomi Williams 
Renaissance 3 Architects 
48 S. 14th Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15203 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  3rd 
 
Application Received:  6/8/18 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Construction of a rear elevator/stair addition. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. James McNeel steps to the podium. He gives some background on the project 
and presents the proposal for the addition. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment. 

3. Mr. John Martine steps to the podium representing the LRC. He states that they 
are in full support of the current proposal. 

 Motion: 

1. Ms. Halderman moves to approve the application as submitted. 

2. Mr. Falcone seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – July 11, 2018 

2025 E. Carson Street  East Carson Street Historic District  

 
Owner:  
Richard Stephens Jr. 
2025 E. Carson Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15203 

 
Ward:  17th 
 
Lot and Block:  12-F-143 

 
Applicant: 
Margittai Architects 
2110 Sarah Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15203 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  3rd 
 
Application Received:  6/22/18 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Signage. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Peter Margittai steps to the podium; he is the architect for the project. He also 
introduces Kim Stephens, the owner of the building and business. He talks about 
the history of the building and presents the signage proposal. He states that they 
are looking for approval of the size of the sign as it is larger than what the 
guidelines allow. 

2. Ms. Loysen asks about the circular sign pictured. 

3. Mr. Margittai states that they have not finalized the design of the sign yet but are 
looking to match the pictured design. He states that they are mainly looking for 
approval of the size. 

4. Ms. Quinn states that the Commission can approve with the condition that the 
final design will be approved by staff. 

 Motion: 

1. Ms. Halderman moves to approve the size of the sign. 

2. Mr. Snipe seconds. 

3. Ms. Loysen asks if it will be contingent upon staff approval. 

4. Ms. Halderman amends her motion that final approval will be done by staff. 

5. Mr. Snipe seconds the amended motion. 

6. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – July 11, 2018 

2026 E. Carson Street  East Carson Street Historic District  

 
Owner:  
Kalal Holdings LLC 
7950 Saltsburg Road 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15203 

 
Ward:  17th 
 
Lot and Block:  12-K-25 

 
Applicant: 
Craig Collins 
Axis Architecture PC 
2328 Pitcairn Road 
Monroeville, Pa 15146 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  3rd 
 
Application Received:  5/18/18 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Halo-lit signage. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Devin Lovell with Precision Signs and Awnings steps to the podium with Ms. 
Julie Linelli of Sigma Resources, the owners of the property. Ms. Linelli states that 
they met with the LRC and have made revisions to the design, which she presents. 

2. Ms. Halderman asks if they wanted to see additional views from up and down the 
street. 

3. Ms. Aguirre states that they asked for those because of the size of the sign, but 
since it has been scaled down she doesn’t believe that it is an issue now. 

4. Ms. Loysen agrees and states that she approves of the smaller size, although she 
asks about the placement of the sign and if it could line up with the architecture of 
the building. 

5. Ms. Linelli talks about the challenges with the architectural features that led to this 
placement. She states that the LRC found the placement acceptable as there is an 
existing sign there. 

6. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment. 

7. Mr. John Martine steps to the podium representing the LRC. He states that they 
are happy to see that they took the recommendations and are in support of the 
project. He suggests that the letters could be oriented differently for readability. 

 Motion: 

1. Ms. Halderman moves to approve the signage as submitted. 

2. Mr. Falcone mentions that Ms. Loysen’s comment about the placement of the sign 
could be taken into account. 

3. Ms. Loysen clarifies her proposal. 

4. Ms. Halderman amends her motion to include that the sign facing East Carson 



Street be adjusted to line up with the architecture. 

5. Mr. Falcone seconds. 

6. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – July 11, 2018 

1409 Sheffield Street              Manchester Historic District     

 
Owner:  
JRT Real Estate Group LLC 
833 Oak Road 
Bradford Woods, PA 15015 

 
Ward:  21st 
 
Lot and Block:  22-P-327 

 
Applicant: 
Timothy Morgan 
105 Staghorn Drive 
Sewickley, Pa 15143 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  6th 
 
Application Received:  6/22/18 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Addition of rear dormer. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Timothy Morgan steps to the podium; he is the architect for the project. Mr. 
James Dietz also steps to the podium; he is the owner of the property. Mr. Morgan 
presents the proposal for the dormer.  

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. 

3. Ms. Halderman asks about the decision to use shingles for the cladding. 

4. Mr. Morgan states that they felt that the shingles are more in keeping with the 
district than clapboard. 

5. Ms. Aguirre asks if there is precedent for this type of alteration in the district. 

6. Ms. Quinn states that there have been similar projects that have been approved in 
Manchester. 

7. Ms. Halderman states that it is a large dormer but it is in the rear and there is 
precedent. 

 Motion: 

1. Ms. Halderman moves to approve the dormer. 

2. Ms. Loysen seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; Ms. Loysen, Ms. Aguirre, Ms. Halderman, and Mr. 
Snipe are in favor and Mr. Falcone is opposed. Motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – July 11, 2018 

1208 Resaca Place Mexican War Streets Historic District   

 
Owner:  
Brendan & Ashley Piovisan 
1208 Resaca Place 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15212 

 
Ward:  22nd 
 
Lot and Block:  23-K-92 

 
Applicant: 
John D. Francona 
1234 Resaca Place 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15212 
 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  1st 
 
Application Received:  6/18/18 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Construction of a garage and roof deck with pergola. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. John Francona steps to the podium; he is the architect for the project. He 
explains the proposal and goes through the presentation. He presents a sample of 
the material. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. 

3. Ms. Halderman asks about the fact that this is in the rear of the house and if it is 
able to be approved for that reason, even though there are some houses that front 
on the alley. 

4. Mr. Francona states that there are similar projects in this alley and others in the 
neighborhood. 

5. Ms. Loysen comments on the garage doors on the alley and states that she would 
like to see some variety in color and materiality. 

6. Mr. Falcone comments on the practical nature of alleyways versus their historic 
residential character and states that there is precedent for this type of project. He 
does share the concern about the color. 

7. Ms. Halderman agrees with Mr. Falcone about the mixed character of the 
alleyways. 

 Motion: 

1. Ms. Loysen moves to approve as submitted. 

2. Mr. Falcone seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – July 11, 2018 

3959 Forbes Avenue Oakland Civic Center Historic District  

 
Owner:  
University of Pittsburgh 
3400 Forbes Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15213 

 
Ward:  4th 
 
Lot and Block:  27-R-190 

 
Applicant: 
LaQuatra Bonci Associates 
95 S. 10th Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15203 
 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:   
 
Application Received:  6/22/18 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Site alterations. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Canard Grigsby steps to the podium; he is the architect for the University of 
Pittsburgh. He introduces… He talks about the history of the buildings and the 
architecture as well as the proposed project. 

2. Mr. Frederic Bonci steps to the podium. He goes through the presentation and 
explains the project. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment. 

4. Mr. Norm Cleary from the Schenley Farms Civic Association steps to the podium. 
He states that he is not here to object but just to flesh out the project. He talks 
about the other reviews that will need to be done for this project but states that 
HRC review of the changes to the public right-of-way, especially Bigelow 
Boulevard, is missing from the process. 

5. Ms. Quinn talks about the process. 

6. Mr. Grigsby addresses the comments and states that they are willing to undergo 
any reviews needed and are committed to respecting the historic character of 
Bigelow Boulevard. 

7. Ms. Aguirre asks for questions and comments from the Commissioners. 

8. Mr. Falcone commends the applicant on their work on the historic landscape 
design. He suggests against the choice of paving but states that the other materials 
seem appropriate. 

9. Mr. Bonci explains the choice of material. 

10. Ms. Loysen states that the choice of lighting is appropriate. 

11. Ms. Aguirre commends the applicant on the layout, especially for accessibility. She 
states that she finds the materiality appropriate as well. 



 Motion: 

1. Mr. Falcone moves to approve the plans as submitted. 

2. Ms. Loysen seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – July 11, 2018 

643 Liberty Avenue                Penn-Liberty Historic District  

 
Owner:  
Mid-Town Towers Associates 
Beacon Communities 
Two Center Plaza, Suite 700 
Boston, MA 02108 

 
Ward:  2nd 
 
Lot and Block:  1-D-69 

 
Applicant: 
Gary Atcheson 
LGA Partners 
1425 Forbes Avenue, Suite 400 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15219 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  6th 
 
Application Received:  6/22/18 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Building renovations. 

Discussion: 

1. Ms. Aguirre states for the record that she shares an employer with the applicant 
and has some knowledge of the project so she will only discuss and will abstain 
from voting. 

2. Mr. Jonathan Glance and Mr. Gary Atcheson step to the podium; they are the 
architects for the project. Mr. Glance talks about the history of the building and 
explains the project. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. She asks for questions and 
comments from the Commissioners. 

4. Ms. Halderman asks about replacement of elements if they don’t find them 
existing underneath. 

5. Mr. Glance talks about how they will replace the elements although not to the level 
of detail as the original. 

6. Ms. Loysen comments that it is unfortunate what was done to the building looking 
at the old photos. 

7. The applicants agree and state that the ceiling heights are being raised, so if the 
owners want to install larger windows in the future they can. 

8. Mr. Falcone comments that the dome was originally gilded as well. 

 Motion: 

1. Ms. Halderman moves to approve the building renovations as presented. 

2. Mr. Falcone seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; Ms. Loysen, Mr. Falcone, Ms. Halderman, and Mr. 
Snipe are in favor and Ms. Aguirre abstains. Motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – May 2, 2018 

1326-1328 Adams Street              Manchester Historic District   

 
Owner:  
City of Pittsburgh 

 
Ward:  21st 
 
Lot and Block:  22-F-66,73 
 

 
Applicant: 
PLI 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  6th 
 
Application Received:  4/13/18 
 

National Register Status: Listed:  Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Demolition to grade. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Snipe explains the steps he took since the last meeting to make sure the 
community group was aware and to find out their plans. He states that the 
LaShawn Burton-Faulk of MCC sent an architect and engineer to evaluate the 
buildings and they agreed with the city that they should be demolished. He states 
that Ms. Faulk said MCC would like to buy the land once the buildings are 
demolished in order to build new houses. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment, there is none. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Falcone moves to approve. 

2. Mr. Snipe seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 
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