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CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of May 29, 2018   
Beginning at 3:15 p.m. 

 
 
PRESENT OF THE COMMISSION: Chairwoman Christine Mondor,  

Brown, Askey, Deitrick, Dick, Mingo 
 

PRESENT OF THE STAFF: Gastil, Layman, Hanna, Rakus, Kramer, 
Miller, Ray 

 
 

 
AGENDA ITEMS COVERED IN THESE MINUTES 

Item Page No. 

1. 18-PDP-0009, 1231 Penn Avenue, demolition of existing 
building 

2 

2. Historic Nomination, 172 46th Street, Peterson House 3 

3. 18-PDP-00010, 1126 Smallman Street, AC Hotel High Wall 
Signs 

4 

4. 18-CU-00001, 201 S. Winebiddle Street, Waldorf School 
Expansion 

5 

5. Buncher Waterfront Place Plan No. 3, Waterfront Place, 2nd 
Ward  

7 

6. Gatti Construction Plan No. 2, 4917 Wallingford Street, 7th Ward 7 

7. St. Edmund’s Lot Consolidation, 5705 Darlington Road, 14th 
Ward 

8 

8. McGreary-Hale Consolidation Plan, 7317 Reynolds Street, 14th 
Ward 

8 

 
Ms. Mondor chaired today’s meeting and called the meeting to order.   
 
A. CORRESPONDENCE (See Attachment A for staff reports.) 
 

Ms. Mondor stated that the Commission was in receipt of       
correspondence: 

 Letter in support of the Waldorf School Project from 
o Mark Mondor 
o Bloomfield Citizens Council 
o Bloomfield Garfield Corporation 
o Friendship Community Group 
o Bloomfield Development Corporation 

 11 Letters in support concerning the Pennley Park Project 

 190 letters in opposition of the Pennley Park Project 
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B. DEVELOPMENT REVIEWS  (See Attachment B for staff reports.) 
 
1. Hearing and Action:  18-PDP-0009, 1231 Penn Avenue, demolition of an 

existing building  
      

Ms. Kramer made a presentation in accord with the attached staff report.  
Ms. Kramer recommended approval of the proposal. 
 
Andy Masich President of The Heinz History Center gave a history of the 
Center.  He described the demolition process and showed the building 
that will be demolished.  The building has been condemned by the city 
due to the current conditions of the structure.  He indicated that they do 
plan to use this parcel as a future development site, with seating available 
for public use in the interim.  No development review applications have 
been received at this time. 
 
The Chairwoman called for comments from the Public. 
 
There being no comments from the Public, the Chairwoman called for 
questions and comments from the Commissioners.  
 
The commission is in receipt of three items of correspondence in support 
of this project. 
 
There being no more questions or comments from the Commissioners, the 
Chairwoman called for the motion. 
 
MOTION:  That the Planning Commission of the City of Pittsburgh 
approves Project Development Plan #18-PDP-00009, for the demolition of 
the existing structure at 1231 Penn Avenue based on the application filed 
by the The Senator John Heinz History Center, property owner, with the 
following condition: 
 
1.  The Construction Management Plan must be approved prior to 

issuance of demolition permit. 
 

  
 

MOVED BY Ms. Dick;            SECONDED BY Ms. Deitrick. 
 
IN FAVOR: Mondor, Brown, Askey, Deitrick, Dick, Mingo 
 
 
OPPOSED:  None      CARRIED 
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2. Hearing and Action:  Historic Nomination: 172 46th Street, Peterson House  
     

Ms. Quinn made a presentation in accord with the attached staff report.  
Ms. Quinn recommended approval of the proposal.  The property is 
located at 172 46th Street.  The Historic Review Commission 
recommended approval and recommendation to City Council.  The 
property does meet the criteria based on its association of Carol Peterson 
an architectural historian who made significant contributions to 
Pittsburgh’s historiography and advanced historic preservation of the city’s 
architectural resources. 172 46th Street was Ms. Peterson’s home for 
nearly 16 years. 
 
The Chairwoman called for comments from the Public. 
 
Matthew Falcone of Preservation Pittsburgh, the nominator of this home, 
spoke in full support of this nomination.  In researching this project this is 
the first property to be nominated that was the home of a woman. 
 
There being no more comments from the Public, the Chairwoman called 
for questions and comments from the Commissioners.  
 
Ms. Deitrick thanked the staff and Mr. Falcone and this is indeed an honor 
of the legacy of Carol. 
 
Ms. Mingo stated that Ms. Peterson did her home and is in full support. 
 
There being no more questions or comments from the Commissioners, the 
Chairwoman called for the motion. 
 
MOTION:  That the Planning Commission of the City of Pittsburgh provide 
City Council with a positive recommendation for historic designation.  
  
 

 

MOVED BY Ms. Deitrick;            SECONDED BY Ms. Askey. 
 
IN FAVOR: Mondor, Brown, Askey, Deitrick, Dick, Mingo 
 
 
OPPOSED:  None      CARRIED 
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3. Hearing and Action:  18-PDP-00010, 1126 Smallman Street, AC Hotel 
High Wall Signs  

      
Ms. Rakus made a presentation in accord with the attached staff report.  
Ms. Rakus recommended approval of the proposal. 
 
Christopher Ferri the sign contractor, stated that they are proposing three 
97 square foot signs as business identification containing the name and 
logo identifying “AC Hotels Marriott.”  The signs will be on the north, west 
and south east sides of the structure.  He also showed the signs at various 
elevations. 

 
The Chairwoman called for comments from the Public. 
 
There being no comments from the Public, the Chairwoman called for 
questions and comments from the Commissioners.  
 
There being no questions or comments from the Commissioners, the 
Chairwoman called for the motion. 
 
MOTION:  That the Planning Commission of the City of Pittsburgh 
approves Project Development Plan No. 18-PDP-00010, for three new 
high wall building identification signs on the seven-story hotel building 
located at 1126 Smallman based on the application and drawings filed by 
Ferri Design on behalf of Concord Hospitality Enterprises Co., LLC, 
property owner, with the following condition: 
 

The applicant must submit to the Zoning Administrator in writing that it 
will be operated within the current zoning code lighting standards, not 
to exceed a luminance of two thousand five hundred (2,500) nits during 
daylight hours between sunrise and sunset, and not to exceed a 
luminance of two hundred fifty (250) nits al all other times.  

  
 

 

MOVED BY Ms. Dick;            SECONDED BY Mr. Brown. 
 
IN FAVOR: Mondor, Brown, Askey, Deitrick, Dick, Mingo 
 
 
OPPOSED:  None      CARRIED 
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Ms. Mondor recused herself from the Waldorf School project because of a 
relationship with the project and Ms. Dietrick took over as Vice Chair. 
 
4. Hearing and Action:  18-CU-00001, LUC #C-833, 201 S. Winebiddle 

Street, Waldorf School Expansion  
      

Ms. Rakus made a presentation in accord with the attached staff report.  
Ms. Rakus recommended approval of the proposal. 
 
Mr. Layman received an anonymous stating that the posting had been 
ripped down at least 2 or 3 were torn down he also asked that the 
commission continue on that basis. 
 
Kirsten Clark Head of the School gave a brief history of the school stating 
that they have met their enrollment goals.  In 2017 they finished their 
Master Plan and realized they need more space for their eighth graders. 
 
They met with two of the community groups and they realized that they 
would like to have a little more flexibility in the design.  The change in the 
design includes a green roof, rainwater collection, natural light, and the 
ability to add solar panels, an outdoor theatre and to be able to share this 
space with their neighbors. 
 
They will be pursuing the living building challenge (petal recognition) 
which is the most rigorous green building recognition. 
 
Letters were mailed to neighbors about this process and she has not 
received any concerns.  Letters of support have been submitted prior to 
today’s meeting. 
 
Bernie Lamb with Common Ground gave information on the community 
engagement process and gave a brief outline of the plans for the property. 
 
The plans are to expand the existing Elementary/Secondary School.  He 
showed the parcels involved.  There will be three access points and no 
change to traffic patterns.  He showed various elevation renderings, 
reviewed the site and the construction management plan.  The building 
will create a connection and an open space with the other buildings. The 
material pallet is meeting the requirements for the petal recognition.  
 
A community engagement meeting was held last week and the only 
request was that they abide by the construction noise rules established by 
the city.  The community organizations were engaged as well and letters 
were submitted for the record.  They also posted updates on the 
community website Next Door. 
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Storm water management is not required but they will attempt to reduce 
with overflows to the rain barrels. 

 
The Acting Vice-Chairwoman called for comments from the Public. 
 
Elizabeth Gladchak of Winebiddle Street spoke in support of the project 
stating it is a huge asset to the community. 
 
There being no more comments from the Public, the Acting Vice-
Chairwoman called for questions and comments from the Commissioners.  
 
Ms. Dick asked about the letters sent out. 
 
Ms. Clark stated there was 46 letters sent out. 
 
Mr. Layman stated that one neighbor called stating that the notices were 
torn down and he was concerned that people would not know about this. 
 
Mr. Brown asked about the community using the building. 
 
Ms. Clark stated that they are still exploring what the use will be.  They 
have allowed the community to use the auditorium in the past.  They are in 
the process of trying to project the usage for the students and what is 
reasonable for gatherings outside of the school day.  They will need that to 
meet the certification requirements. 
 
Ms. Deitrick asked what would be the difference in using the auditorium. 
 
Ms. Clark stated that there will be a learning aspect to it. The space in 
question will be smaller than the auditorium. 
 
There being no more questions or comments from the Commissioners, the 
Acting Vice-Chairwoman called for the motion. 
 
MOTION:  That Conditional Use Application #18-CU-00001, for the 
expansion of the existing Elementary/Secondary School (General) at 201 
S. Winebiddle Street, be recommended to City Council for approval.  
  

 

MOVED BY Mr. Brown;            SECONDED BY Ms. Askey. 
 
IN FAVOR: Brown, Askey, Deitrick, Dick, Mingo 
 
RECUSED: Mondor 
 
OPPOSED:  None      CARRIED 
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C. PLAN OF LOTS (See Attachment C.) 
 
 Ms. Mondor returned to Chair the remainder of the meeting.  
 

5. Buncher Waterfront Place Plan #3, Waterfront Place, 2nd Ward  
 

Mr. Miller made a presentation in accord with the attached staff report. 
Director Gastil stated that the subdivision committee had met and 
recommends approval of the plan.  The Chairwoman called for a motion. 
 
MOTION: That the Buncher Waterfront Place Plan No. 3, 2nd Ward, 
City of Pittsburgh, County of Allegheny, received by the Planning 
Commission on May 29, 2018, be preliminarily approved and final review 
of this major subdivision be scheduled for June 12, 2018.  
 

 
MOVED BY Ms. Dick;  SECONDED BY Ms. Askey. 
 
 
IN FAVOR: Mondor, Brown, Askey, Deitrick, Dick, Mingo 
 
OPPOSED:  None      CARRIED 

 
 

 
6. Gatti Consolidation Plan No. 2, 4917 Wallingford Street, 7th Ward   

 
Mr. Miller made a presentation in accord with the attached staff report. 
Director Gastil stated that the subdivision committee had met and 
recommends approval of the plan.  The Chairwoman called for a motion. 
 
MOTION: That the Gatti Consolidation Plan No. 2, 7th Ward, City of 
Pittsburgh, County of Allegheny, received by the Planning Commission 
May 29, 2018 be approved and the signatures of the proper officers of the 
Planning Commission be affixed thereto.  (No improvements or 
monuments needed.) 
 

 
MOVED BY Ms. Dick;  SECONDED BY Ms. Askey. 
 
 
IN FAVOR: Mondor, Brown, Askey, Deitrick, Dick, Mingo 
 
OPPOSED:  None      CARRIED 
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7. St. Edmund’s Lot Consolidation, 5705 Darlington Road, 14th Ward  
 

Mr. Miller made a presentation in accord with the attached staff report. 
Director Gastil stated that the subdivision committee had met and 
recommends approval of the plan.  The Chairwoman called for a motion. 
 
MOTION: That the St. Edmond’s Lot Consolidation Plan, 14th Ward, 
City of Pittsburgh, County of Allegheny, received by the Planning 
Commission on May 29, 2018 be preliminarily approved and final review 
of this major subdivision be scheduled for June 12, 2018.  

 
 

MOVED BY Ms. Mingo;  SECONDED BY Mr. Brown. 
 
IN FAVOR: Mondor, Brown, Askey, Deitrick, Dick, Mingo  

 
 
OPPOSED:  None      CARRIED 

 
 
8. McGreary-Hale Consolidation Plan, 7317 Reynolds Street, 14th Ward     
 
 

Mr. Miller made a presentation in accord with the attached staff report. 
Director Gastil stated that the subdivision committee had met and 
recommends approval of the plan.  The Chairwoman called for a motion. 
 
MOTION: That the McGeary-Hale Consolidation Plan, 14th Ward, City of 

Pittsburgh, County of Allegheny, received by the Planning Commission on May 
29, 2018 be approved and the signatures of the proper officers of the Planning 
Commission be affixed thereto.  (No improvements or monuments needed.) 
 

 
MOVED BY Ms. Dick;  SECONDED BY Ms. Askey. 
 
IN FAVOR: Mondor, Brown, Askey, Deitrick, Dick, Mingo 
 
 
OPPOSED:  None      CARRIED 
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D. DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 
Mr. Gastil reported the City Council Hearing on the Riverfront will be on 
June 5, 2018. Final vote by City Council will be scheduled thereafter.  
Please feel free to attend. 
 
Ms. Mondor asked for a motion to appoint Ms. Mingo as Acting Secretary 
of today’s meeting.  Ms. Deitrick made the motion and Mr. Brown 
seconded.  Roll call, all ayes.  Motion carried 

 
Ms. Deitrick wished Mr. Gitnik well as this would have been his last 
meeting. 

 
 

D. ADJOURNMENT:            4:20 p.m. 
 
 APPROVED BY:   Becky Mingo 
      ACTING SECRETARY 
 
 Attachments 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DISCLAIMER:  The official records of the Planning Commission’s meetings are the 
Minutes of the Meetings approved by the Commission’s Secretary, Paul Gitnik.  The 
Minutes are the ONLY official record. 
 
Any other notes, recordings, etc. are not official records of the Planning Commission.  
The Planning Commission cannot verify the accuracy or authenticity of notes, 
recordings, etc., that are not part of the official minutes. 
 
 


