
 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of August 1, 2018 
Beginning at 12:30 PM 

200 Ross Street 
First Floor Hearing Room 

Pittsburgh, PA 15219 
In Attendance: 
 
Members Staff Others  

Lucia M. Aguirre Sharon Spooner Nikki Manison Karamagi Rujumba 

Cara Halderman Sarah Quinn Mark Fatla Melissa Mcswigan 

Richard Snipe  Nathan Hart Mary E. Moses 

Karen Loysen    

Matthew Falcone    

Ray Gastil    

 
 
Call to Order: 
 
Ms. Aguirre calls the meeting to order at 12:35pm and confirms a quorum is present. 
 
Old Business-None. 

New Business: 
 

Approval of Minutes:  In regards to the July meeting minutes, Mr. Falcone moves to 
approve and Mr. Snipe seconds. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion 
carries. 

   
Approval of Issuance of Certificates of Appropriateness:  In regards to the issuance 
of Certificates of Appropriateness in July 2018, Mr. Falcone moves to approve and Mr. 
Gastil seconds. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

    
Other Business: 
 

1. Ms. Quinn states that the nomination was withdrawn by the nominator until possibly 

September. She states that staff is currently providing comments for the first draft of the 

Lawrenceville National Register nomination. She introduces Mr. Adam Rosenthal from the 

City Law Department, who is in attendance to answer any questions. 

2. Mr. Gastil gives some background on the hearing item in question. He states that within the 

hearing items was the larger question of if a lot is consolidated with a historic parcel, if the 

entire parcel is then historic. 

3. Mr. Rosenthal states that there is nothing in the code that would make anything 

automatically part of a historic district. 

4. Mr. Falcone asks how this might change the process in the future. 

5. Ms. Quinn talks about how historic parcels are flagged in the permitting system, and states 

that down the line the parcel will still be flagged and can be dealt with from there. She states 

that it is similar to items in Schenley Park, which is all on one parcel, or the Gardens at 

Division of Zoning and Development Review  

City of Pittsburgh, Department of City Planning 

200 Ross Street, Third Floor 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15219 



 
 

Market Square, which is one building and parcel that is part inside the district and part 

outside. 

6. Ms. Aguirre asks if it would be something the HRC is notified of. 

7. Mr. Gastil states that it could most likely be handled at staff level, but it can be looked into. 

8. Ms. Loysen asks if they should look at the residential versus commercial use. 

9. Mr. Gastil states that use would be outside of the Commission’s purview. 

10. Ms. Quinn mentions that there have been changes in historic districts including changes to 

multi-family properties and adaptive reuse. 

11. Mr. Falcone asks if ownership is an issue, in that the applicant doesn’t yet own the property. 

12. Mr. Gastil states that they are operating under the assumption that the applicant has 

standing. He asks that Mr. Rosenthal reiterate his points as the applicant has entered the 

room. 

13. Ms. Aguirre asks for a motion to adjourn until the hearing and action portion of the 

meeting. 

14. Mr. Falcone moves. 

15. Ms. Loysen seconds. 

16. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

17. Ms. Aguirre calls the meeting back to order at 1:06 pm. 

 

Adjourn: 
 

Mr. Falcone moves to adjourn. 

Ms. Halderman seconds. 

Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote, all are in favor and meeting is adjourned. 

Minutes of the agenda items follow. 



Pittsburgh HRC – August 1, 2018 

410 E. Ohio Street            Deutschtown Historic District     

 
Owner:  
NSLC 
1319 Allegheny Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15233 

 
Ward:  23rd 
 
Lot and Block:  23-S-230 

 
Applicant: 
Nathan Hart 
984 Greenfield Avenue  
Pittsburgh, Pa 15217 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  1st 
 
Application Received:  6/12/18 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Installation of rear wooden privacy gate. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Mark Fatla steps to the podium representing the ownership of the property. 
He also introduces Mr. Nathan Hart, the architect for the project. 

2. Mr. Hart briefly goes over the project. He states that he has also included 
information about a temporary fence that would only be constructed if the front 
property and gate are completed before the future garages are completed. 

3. Mr. Gastil asks if they are applying for the temporary fence today. 

4. Mr. Fatla says that they are. 

5. Ms. Aguirre asks about the timeframe for the garages. 

6. Mr. Fatla states that they will be constructed by another developer and he is not 
sure what their timeline will be. 

7. Ms. Quinn asks about specs for the fence, for example how tall is it and what the 
materials are. 

8. Mr. Hart states that it will be six feet tall. 

9. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment. 

10. Mr. Chris Gates steps to the podium. He states that he and Stephen Pascal have 
filed an appeal to the Planning Commission’s decision on the lot consolidation. He 
states that the project has been rushed through multiple regulatory bodies to 
achieve the result the applicant is looking for. He states that the Commission 
should delay voting on the proposal because of the potential effects to the historic 
district and because of the potential for a court to overturn the decision. He also 
mentions some issues with the design and concerns about the ownership. 

11. Mr. Nick Kyriazi steps to the podium. He states that the design was presented to 
the East Allegheny Community Council and he heard no opposition to the design. 

12. Mr. Fatla steps back to the podium to respond to Mr. Gates’ testimony.  



13. Ms. Aguirre asks for additional public comment; there is none. She asks for 
comment from the Commissioners. 

14. Ms. Halderman states that she agrees that a lot of the items that were raised are 
outside of the Commission’s purview, and states that she is ready to make a motion 
on the fence and gate. 

15. Mr. Gastil suggests that the fencing be approved by staff. 

 Motion: 

1. Ms. Halderman moves to approve the installation of the rear wooden privacy gate 
with the condition that any fencing be reviewed by staff. 

2. Mr. Gastil seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; Ms. Halderman, Mr. Gastil, Ms. Loysen, and Mr. Snipe 
are in favor and Ms. Aguirre and Mr. Falcone abstain. Motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – August 1, 2018 

Iron City Brewery 
3340 Liberty Avenue 

            
                          Individual Landmark     

 
Owner:  
Collier Development 
5020 Thomas Run Road 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15071 

 
Ward:  6th 
 
Lot and Block:  26-A-300 

 
Applicant: 
Robert Indovina 
Indovina Assoc Architects 
3185 Penn Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15201 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  7th 
 
Application Received:  7/13/18 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Rebuilding of smokestack with composite material. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Rob Indovina steps to the podium; he is the architect for the project. He 
explains the proposal and goes through the presentation. 

2. The Commissioners ask for clarification on the details of the material. 

3. Mr. Indovina gives more information about the material and how it will match the 
existing historic material. 

4. Ms. Quinn asks about how this will be attached to the existing smokestack, as 
there was an issue with the smokestack not having been pointed. 

5. Mr. Indovina states that repointing of the chimney will be part of the project. He 
explains how it will be attached. 

6. Ms. Quinn also talks about the issues with screening painted to look like masonry. 

7. Ms. Aguirre asks if the color is integral. 

8. Mr. Indovina states that the color is not integral. 

9. Mr. Gastil states that another issue is durability. 

10. Mr. Indovina states that the material has been used in other historic renovations, 
going back almost 20 years. 

11. Ms. Quinn asks if the base color can be changed to be darker. 

12. Mr. Indovina states that they can use a dark base color with lighter on top to match 
the existing brick. 

13. Mr. Falcone asks about the restoration plan for the rest of the smokestack. 

14. Mr. Indovina states that they will be doing cleaning, restoration, and repointing. 

15. Ms. Halderman asks if they will be matching the color after the brick is cleaned. 



16. Mr. Indovina says yes, or they will clean a sample area first. 

17. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment. 

18. Mr. Keith Cochran steps to the podium. He states that in 2012 there was public 
outcry in the surrounding neighborhoods over removal of the smokestack and 
other issues. He states that the workers were seen throwing the bricks down the 
chimney and they wondered why they were no being saved. The concern is how 
real this material will look and not have a “Disneyland” look. He recommends 
careful review of photographs and samples to make sure this looks real and not 
like a plastic top. 

19. Ms. Mary Coleman steps to the podium. She states that the fact this smokestack 
was taken down represents disrespect of the designation right from the start. She 
states that she is opposed to material other than brick. 

20. Ms. Melissa McSwigan steps to the podium. She states that Preservation 
Pittsburgh has been monitoring the situation over the years and would like 
nothing more than to see the property redeveloped. She states that she is dismayed 
to see that the original brick was not saved. With regard to composite materials, 
she recommends careful reviewing of samples for color match, size, decorative 
treatment, and transition from old to new materials. 

21. Mr. Indovina steps back to the podium to address some of the comments. 

22. Ms. Mary Moses steps to the podium. She states that the building is dear to her 
and is in agreement with the prior speakers that the smokestack should be 
properly restored and something should not just be slapped up. 

23. Mr. Cochran steps back to the podium to ask if it is true that the bricks cannot be 
replicated or recovered from the bottom of the smokestack. 

24. Mr. Indovina states that bricks are an odd size and are in multiple colors so would 
be infeasible to replicate. He states that he has not personally checked if any bricks 
are in the bottom of the smokestack. 

25. Mr. Falcone asks if the bricks are glazed. 

26. Mr. Indovina states that the appearance is due in part to weathering, and that the 
bricks are different colors but are not glazed. 

27. Ms. Coleman steps back to the podium to address the issue of durability. 

28. Ms. Aguirre closes public comment. 

29. Ms. Halderman states that she would like more information on the product and to 
know whether there are any bricks in the smokestack. 

30. Ms. Loysen states that the product does have a good reputation and has been used 
in historic restoration.  

31. Ms. Aguirre states that she is concerned about the attachment and effects on the 
existing structure. 

32. Mr. Gastil states that with the information given, he is ready to make a motion in 
support of the application. 



 Motion: 

1. Mr. Gastil moves to approve the application. 

2. Ms. Loysen seconds. 

3. Ms. Halderman asks if there could be staff review of colors to make sure 
everything matches. 

4. Mr. Gastil revises his motion to include the condition that staff should review the 
color and shading of the composite material to ensure that it matches the existing 
brick when cleaned. 

5. Ms. Aguirre includes staff review of the installation. 

6. Mr. Gastil accepts the addition. 

7. Ms. Loysen seconds again. 

8. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – August 1, 2018 

1403-1405 Pennsylvania Avenue Manchester Historic District     

 
Owner:  
PHLF 
100 W. Station Square #450 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15203 

 
Ward:  21st 
 
Lot and Block:  22-P-175,176 

 
Applicant: 
Ryan England 
citySTUDIO 
1403-1405 Pennsylvania Avenue  
Pittsburgh, Pa 15233 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  6th 
 
Application Received:  7/13/18 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Changes to fenestration plan. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Ryan England steps to the podium. He gives some background on the project 
and what was approved by the Commission last year and talks about the current 
window proposal. 

2. The Commission discusses the application. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Gastil moves to approve the application. 

2. Mr. Falcone seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – August 1, 2018 

1232 Sheffield Street Manchester Historic District     

 
Owner:  
Nicole Manison 
Preeminent Properties LP 
PO Box 1502 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15230 

 
Ward:  21st 
 
Lot and Block:  22-R-129 

 

Applicant: 
Nicole Manison 
Preeminent Properties LP 
PO Box 1502 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15230 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  6th 
 
Application Received:  7/13/18 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Building renovations including repair with composite material, 
installation of vinyl siding, and construction of a rear deck/fire escape. 

Discussion: 

1. Ms. Nikki Manison steps to the podium and explains her proposal. 

2. The Commissioners express concerns about the repair and replacement of porch 
elements with composite materials of a different shape. 

3. Ms. Manison talks about the issues with the porch including the poor condition of 
the columns and balusters and the expense of getting wood replicas. 

4. The Commission discusses the vinyl siding. 

5. Ms. Quinn states that she had suggested Hardie board instead of vinyl to the 
applicant. 

6. Ms. Manison states that she is willing to use Hardie board instead. 

7. The Commission discusses the rear structure. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Gastil moves to approve the application with the conditions that the front 
porch options for columns, railings, and balusters be reviewed with staff, that 
Hardie siding selection be submitted to staff, and the rear means of egress is 
approved with no landings. 

2. Ms. Halderman asks if the project will need to come back. 

3. Mr. Gastil states that that is included in the motion that the applicant can come 
back after the other options are explored. 

4. Mr. Falcone seconds. 

5. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; Ms. Loysen, Ms. Aguirre, Mr. Falcone, Ms. Halderman 
and Mr. Gastil are in favor and Mr. Snipe abstains. Motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – August 1, 2018 

1330 Sheffield Street Manchester Historic District     

 
Owner:  
Nicole Manison 
Preeminent Properties LP 
PO Box 1502 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15230 

 
Ward:  21st 
 
Lot and Block:  22-P-277 

 

Applicant: 
Nicole Manison 
Preeminent Properties LP 
PO Box 1502 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15230 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  6th 
 
Application Received:  7/13/18 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Construction of a rear deck/fire escape. 

Discussion: 

1. Ms. Nikki Manison steps back to the podium to explain her proposal for this 
property, which is for the same rear structure as 1232 Sheffield. 

2. The Commission discusses the proposal including the conversion of windows to 
doors and the submitted railing specs which they did not discuss on the previous 
application. They discuss the next steps forward for both the 1232 and 1330 
Sheffield applications. 

 Motion: 

1. Ms. Halderman moves to table the application for 30 days for the applicant to 
meet with staff. 

2. Mr. Falcone seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 
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