
 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of October 3, 2018 
Beginning at 12:30 PM 

200 Ross Street 
First Floor Hearing Room 

Pittsburgh, PA 15219 
In Attendance: 
 
Members Staff Others  

Lucia M. Aguirre Sharon Spooner Vasilios Scoumis Chris Cservak 

Ray Gastil Sarah Quinn Michael Shealey Carole Malakoff 

Richard Snipe  Deb Orpen Rick Funk 

Karen Loysen  Milton Ogot Todd Reidbord 

Matthew Falcone  Tom Price Sam Kriegler 

Cara Halderman  Karamagi Rujumba Amber Howarth 

  Kevin Alfaro  

 
 
Call to Order: 
 
Ms. Aguirre calls the meeting to order at and confirms a quorum is present. 
 
Old Business-None. 

New Business: 
 

Approval of Minutes:  In regards to the September meeting minutes, Mr. Falcone moves 
to approve and Ms. Loysen seconds. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion 
carries. 

   
Approval of Issuance of Certificates of Appropriateness:  In regards to the issuance 
of Certificates of Appropriateness in September 2018, Mr. Falcone moves to approve and 
Mr. Gastil seconds. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

    
Other Business: 
 

1. Ms. Aguirre mentions the upcoming training. 

2. Ms. Quinn talks about the upcoming training and mentions that Planning Commissioners 

also may attend. 

3. Mr. Gastil asks for updates on some ongoing projects. 

4. Ms. Quinn gives some updates on ongoing projects including survey in the West End, review 

of historic guidelines in Allegheny West, and the National Register nomination in 

Lawrenceville. 

5. Ms. Aguirre asks for a motion to adjourn. 

6. Mr. Falcone moves. 

7. Mr. Gastil seconds. 

8. Ms. Aguirre calls the meeting back to order. 

 

Division of Zoning and Development Review  

City of Pittsburgh, Department of City Planning 

200 Ross Street, Third Floor 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15219 



 
 

 
 

Adjourn: 
 

Mr. Falcone moves to adjourn. 

Ms. Halderman seconds. 

Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote, all are in favor and meeting is adjourned. 

Minutes of the agenda items follow. 



Pittsburgh HRC – October 3, 2018 

842 N. Lincoln Avenue              Allegheny West Historic District     

 
Owner:  
Eleanor Coleman 
842 N. Lincoln Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15233 

 
Ward:  22nd 
 
Lot and Block:  8-A-100 

 
Applicant: 
Eleanor Coleman 
842 N. Lincoln Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15233 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  1st 
 
Application Received:  9/12/18 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Replacement of slate roof with shingle product. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Michael Shealey steps to the podium representing the owner of the property. 
He states that they have changed the proposed replacement product from GAF 
Slateline shingles to Ecostar Majestic shingles. He goes through the photos to show 
the limited visibility of the roof and talks about the product and provides a sample. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment. 

3. Ms. Carole Malakoff steps to the podium representing the LRC. She states that 
they discussed the proposal with the owner and they suggested that she do more 
research to find a simulated slate product that better matches her roof, which she 
has done. They do support the project and feel that the simulated slate will be 
indistinguishable from real slate. 

4. MS. Aguirre asks for a motion. 

 Motion: 

1. Ms. Halderman moves to approve the replacement slate roof. 

2. Mr. Falcone seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – October 3, 2018 

47 S. 14th Street        East Carson Street Historic District     

 
Owner:  
Deborah Orpen 
47 S. 14th Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15203 

 
Ward:  17th 
 
Lot and Block:  3-M-101 

 
Applicant: 
Deborah Orpen 
47 S. 14th Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15203 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  3rd 
 
Application Received:  9/12/18 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Window replacement with composite product. 

Discussion: 

1. Ms. Deborah Orpen steps to the podium; she is the owner of the property. She 
explains her proposal for replacement of her wooden windows with wooden 
composite windows. She goes through her photos showing the condition of the 
windows. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. She states for the record that 
they received an email comment from the LRC not in support of the project. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks if the windows will match the existing windows in profile and 
color. 

4. Ms. Orpen states that they will. 

5. Ms. Halderman asks if composite windows have been approved in this district 
before. 

6. Ms. Quinn states that she doesn’t believe that any applications have ever been 
made for composite windows in this district. 

7. The Commission discusses the application. 

 Motion: 

1. Ms. Halderman moves to deny the application. 

2. Ms. Loysen seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; Ms. Loysen, Ms. Aguirre, Mr. Falcone, Ms. Halderman, 
and Mr. Snipe are in favor and Mr. Gastil abstains. Motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – October 3, 2018 

1300-1302 Liverpool Street                Manchester Historic District     

 
Owner:  
Chris Cservak 
1302 Liverpool Street #2 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15233 

 
Ward:  21st 
 
Lot and Block:  22-K-369,370 
 

 
Applicant: 
Chris Cservak 
1302 Liverpool Street #2 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15233 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  6th 
 
Application Received:  8/24/18 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Proposed car canopies and after-the-fact fencing and shed. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Chris Cieslak steps to the podium; he is the owner of the property. He presents 
his after-the-fact items and proposed items. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. 

3. Ms. Halderman asks about the height of the fence and shed. 

4. Mr. Cieslak states that the fence is 6 feet tall and the top of the shed is 12 feet. 

5. Ms. Quinn states that the height of the fence is allowable by zoning. 

6. The Commission discusses the application. 

7. Ms. Aguirre states that since the fence is 6 feet it is acceptable, but since the shed is 
taller than the fence it is not acceptable per the guidelines, and carports are also 
not acceptable. 

8. Ms. Loysen asks if the shed was lower if it could be acceptable. 

9. Ms. Halderman states that the guidelines would support a shed not higher than the 
fence. 

10. The Commission discusses the options. 

11. Mr. Snipe asks if the fencing could be extended to screen the shed. 

12. The Commission discusses this option with the applicant. 

13. Ms. Loysen asks if there are any specific guidelines for fencing in this district, but 
there are not. 

14. Ms. Quinn asks if the shed could be moved behind the fencing, or if the applicant 
would prefer to build a garage. 

15. Mr. Cieslak states that they would prefer to keep the shed. 

16. Mr. Snipe says that he would be comfortable with fencing as screening for the shed 
so that it doesn’t stand out. 



 Motion: 

1. Mr. Falcone moves to approve the application for construction of a fence and a 
shed, with the condition that the shed should be rotated 90 degrees and moved 
behind the fence. He moves to deny the application for carports. 

2. Mr. Snipe seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; Ms. Loysen, Mr. Falcone, and Mr. Snipe are in favor 
and Ms. Halderman and Ms. Aguirre abstain. Motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – October 3, 2018 

1304 Manhattan Street                Manchester Historic District     

 
Owner:  
Manhattan Church Lofts LLC 

 
Ward:  21st 
 
Lot and Block:  27-R-138 

 
Applicant: 
citySTUDIO 
5150 Penn Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15224 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  6th 
 
Application Received:  9/14/18 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Building renovations. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Milton Ogot steps to the podium representing the owner of the property. He 
explains the proposal for the property and goes through the presentation. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. 

3. Mr. Falcone asks for some background on the project and unauthorized demolition 
of the stairwell. 

4. Ms. Quinn states that as far as she understands, the building inspector signed off 
on an emergency demolition. 

5. Ms. Halderman asks why they are proposing to remove the stained glass windows. 
She cites the guidelines that support preserving features like that, and she states 
that there are churches that have been renovated into apartments that have 
incorporated existing stained glass. 

6. Ms. Aguirre agrees and notes that there are simulated openings on the rear that 
are brick now that could be reopened and could be clear glass. 

7. The Commission notes that this is part of the application. 

8. Mr. Ogot notes that the stained glass windows are in poor condition and not 
energy efficient. 

9. Mr. Falcone notes that when the project was previously before the Commission the 
discussion was to keep the stained glass and provide exterior protection for energy 
efficient and protection against the elements. He states that e feels very strongly 
that the stained glass should be preserved. 

10. Ms. Halderman agrees. 

11. Mr. Ogot asks if any new openings would need to be stained glass. 

12. Mr. Falcone says no, but they may want to consider complementing the stained 
glass with lines or support bars. 

13. Ms. Loysen also suggests the new windows could be frameless so that they would 



disappear. 

14. Ms. Aguirre asks about the demolished stairwell. 

15. Mr. Falcone states that it looked like a later addition. He also states that the 
removal seems to show more of the original fenestration plan of the building. 

 Motion: 

1. Ms. Halderman moves to deny the request to remove the stained glass windows 
and moves to approve the addition of windows into the bricked openings with staff 
approval of the final design. 

2. Ms. Aguirre states that she would like to see them come back to Commission. 

3. Mr. Ogot states that they anticipate having to come back. 

4. Ms. Aguirre states that they can deny the application or table it for 30 days for 
them to come back with more ideas. 

5. Ms. Quinn references all of the items on the application, including opening the 
infill window openings and installing clear glass and filling in the hole from the 
demolition with brick and arches, and states that all of the items would have to be 
included in the motion. 

6. The Commission discusses with the applicant exactly which windows are to be 
reopened as well as the restoration of the rear. 

7. Ms. Halderman states that a historic photo showing the rear of the building would 
be helpful. 

8. Mr. Falcone asks the applicant if he has any design questions given that the 
Commission is not allowing the removal of the stained glass. 

9. Mr. Ogot states that there are other options that he will discuss with the owner and 
they will come back with another proposal. 

10. Ms. Halderman rescinds her motion and moves to table the application for 30 
days. 

11. Mr. Falcone seconds. 

12. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – October 3, 2018 

1410 N. Franklin Street                Manchester Historic District     

 
Owner:  
Alichia Parker 
300 Adams Drive #301 
McKees Rocks, Pa 

 
Ward:  21st 
 
Lot and Block:  22-K-277 

 
Applicant: 
citySTUDIO 
5150 Penn Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15224 
 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  1st 
 
Application Received:  9/14/18 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Building renovations. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Ogot steps to the podium and explains the proposal to move the rear stair and 
door. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. 

 Motion: 

1. Ms. Halderman moves to approve the application. 

2. Mr. Snipe seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – October 3, 2018 

4215 Fifth Avenue   Oakland Civic Center Historic District     

 
Owner:  
LVA4 Pgh PAA Club LLC 
5500 Walnut Street, Suite 300 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15232 

 
Ward:  4th 
 
Lot and Block:  27-R-138 

 
Applicant: 
Thomas Price 
611 William Penn Place, Suite 700 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15219 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:   
 
Application Received:  8/17/18 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Building renovations. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Todd Reidbord with Walnut Capital steps to the podium representing the 
owners of the building. He states that they have revised their plans based on 
feedback last month. 

2. Mr. Tom Price from Strada steps to the podium. He goes through the presentation 
and the changes that have been made. 

3. Ms. Quinn states that she communicated with the SHPO and they had suggested 
that the roof elements be reconfigured, which they have done. She asks if they have 
seen the new drawings. 

4. Mr. Price says that they sent the new drawings but have not received comments. 

5. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. She states that they did 
receive a letter with concerns. 

6. Ms. Halderman states that she would like to go through the areas of concern point 
by point starting with the concern about the doors. 

7. Mr. Price addresses the concern about the new doors. 

8. Mr. Reidbord states that they have also discussed them with the state and they 
were in support. 

9. Mr. Falcone asks about the details of the doors. 

10. Mr. Price talks about the details. 

11. Ms. Loysen points out that the canvas awnings do conceal the change from the 
street. 

12. Ms. Aguirre states that a concern in the letter is that other major renovations and 
additions on significant buildings in the district have been denied, and that these 
major changes start to compromise the integrity of the district. 

13. Mr. Reidbord states that they disagree, and states that the driver of these 
renovations is the change from a private club to a building that will be accessible to 



the public for the first time in its history. 

14. Ms. Halderman asks about the decision to use cast stone.  

15. Mr. Price addresses the choice of materials. 

16. The Commission discusses the rooftop elements with the applicant. 

 Motion: 

1. Ms. Halderman moves to approve all aspects of the application except for the 
features on the roof. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks if they should require specifications to be reviewed by staff. 

3. Ms. Halderman adds that the applicant will submit specifications for all materials 
to staff. 

4. Mr. Falcone seconds. 

5. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – October 3, 2018 

4220 Centre Avenue             Schenley Farms Historic District     

 
Owner:  
Enrico & Catarina Novelli 
4220 Centre Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15213 

 
Ward:  4th 
 
Lot and Block:  27-G-58 

 
Applicant: 
Kevin Alfaro 
Five Star Home Improvements 
11608 Penn Hills Drive 
Pittsburgh, PA 15235 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:   
 
Application Received:  9/14/18 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Replacement of slate roof with shingle product. 

Discussion: 

1. Ms. Catarina Rosano steps to the podium; she is the owner of the property. She 
also introduces Mr. Kevin Alfaro with the contractor they would like to use. She 
talks about the poor condition of the existing roof, the recommendations from 
roofers, and the product they would like to go with. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. 

3. The Commission discusses the application. 

4. Ms. Aguirre states that they are not permitted to consider the cost factors at this 
time, and reminds the Commission that they have previously denied composite 
roofs in Schenley Farms. 

5. Mr. Falcone states that the economic hardship process is available as an 
alternative. 

6. Ms. Halderman states that she is concerned about precedent and states that they 
should decide if the roof is a major character defining feature as it was in other 
cases. 

7. Mr. Snipe states that from the photograph, the roof is extremely visible, and to 
approve the proposed product would set a bad precedent. He suggests that they 
look at an alternative product similar to what was approved in Allegheny West. 

 Motion: 

1. Ms. Halderman moves to deny the application. 

2. Mr. Snipe seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – October 3, 2018 

1241 N. Franklin Street                     Manchester Historic District     

 
Owner:  
Manchester Academic Charter School 
1214 Liverpool Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15233 

 
Ward:  21st 
 
Lot and Block:  22-L-118 

 
Applicant: 
Manchester Academic Charter School 
1214 Liverpool Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15233 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  6th 
 
Application Received:  9/13/18 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Demolition. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Vasilios Scoumis steps to the podium representing Manchester Academic 
Charter School, the owners of the property. He shows the property, which is a 
modern split-level ranch that doesn’t fit into the district, and explains the school’s 
past plans and current proposal for the site. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Falcone moves to approve the demolition as it is a non-contributing structure 
to the district. 

2. Ms. Halderman seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – October 3, 2018 

Abrams House 
118-A Woodland Road 

           
                         Historic Nomination     

 
Owner: 
William I. Snyder & Patricia S. Snyder 
203 Creek Drive 
Sewickley, Pa 15143 

 
Ward: 14th 
 
Lot and Block:  85-R-211 

 
Nominator: 
Donald A. Kortlandt 
100 W. Station Square Drive, Suite 450 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15219 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:   
 
Nomination Received:  8/7/18 
 

National Register Status: Listed:  Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Nomination for historic designation. 

Discussion: 

1. Ms. Quinn explains that for both nominations, the Commission will be deciding if 
the nomination potentially has merit, and if they make a positive decision, the 
owner will be required to undergo historic review for any exterior changes. Even if 
they do not make a positive decision, however, the properties can’t be demolished. 
She gives some background on the nomination including its nomination by PHLF 
and their negotiations with the owners. She goes over the description of the house 
and site nomination and talks about the lack of visibility of the house from the 
public right-of-way. She states that she did receive several emails in support of the 
nomination. She states that the property also has retained integrity. 

2. Mr. Snipe states that his concern is that this building is on private property that 
can’t be seen from the public right-of-way, and there will be no public benefit from 
its nomination. 

3. Ms. Quinn states that she did check with the law department, and was advised that 
those issues won’t be considered at this time. 

4. Ms. Halderman states that she feels that the nomination does meet Criterion 3, but 
agrees with Mr. Snipe’s concern. 

5. Mr. Gastil clarifies that they can accept the nomination, and will potentially have 
to look at the other issues at a later time. 

6. Ms. Quinn states that it will have to go through the process, unless the nominator 
withdraws the nomination. She states that it is up to the Commission what their 
ultimate recommendation will be. 

7. Ms. Aguirre comments that accepting the nomination as viable will give the 
nominator more time to fundraise, etc. She states that this is one of the most 
modern buildings that has come before the Commission. 

8. Mr. Falcone states that the City ordinance does not specify a 50 year time frame 



like the National Register does, and he would like to compare this nomination with 
the National Register standards. He does share the same concerns as other 
Commissioners about public good. 

9. Ms. Aguirre allows comment from a member of the public. 

10. Mr. Andrew Moss steps to the podium. He states that he has been in the house and 
would argue that it does not deserve to have historic designation, both because of 
the lack of access and visibility and also the poor condition. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Falcone moves that the nomination is viable as it meets at least one of the ten 
established Criteria [Per the nomination, Criterion 3,  exemplification of an 
architectural type, style or design distinguished by innovation, rarity, uniqueness, 
or overall quality of design, detail, materials, or craftsmanship, the State of 
Pennsylvania, the Mid-Atlantic region, or the United States.] 

2. Ms. Halderman seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; Ms. Aguirre, Mr. Falcone, Ms. Halderman, and Mr. 
Gastil are in favor, Mr. Snipe is apposed, and Ms. Loysen abstains. Motion carries. 

4. Mr. Gastil comments for the record that he would like the Commission to address 
the proper authorship of the work at the next meeting. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – October 3, 2018 

Westinghouse Memorial                          Historic Nomination     

 
Owner: 
City of Pittsburgh 

 
Ward: 14th 
 
Lot and Block:   

 
Nominator: 
Matthew Falcone 
417 Lockhart Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15212 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:   
 
Nomination Received:  9/14/18 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Nomination for historic designation. 

Discussion: 

1. Ms. Quinn makes a short presentation on the nomination. She states that the 
property is significant under Criterion 3, exemplification of an architectural type, 
style or design distinguished by innovation, rarity, uniqueness, or overall quality of 
design, detail, materials, or craftsmanship, Criterion 4,  identification as the 
work of an architect, designer, engineer, or builder whose individual work is 
significant in the history or development of the City of Pittsburgh, the State of 
Pennsylvania, the Mid-Atlantic region, or the United States, and Criterion 10, 
unique location and distinctive physical appearance or presence representing an 
established and familiar visual feature of a neighborhood, community, or the City 
of Pittsburgh.  

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Gastil moves that the nomination is viable. 

2. Ms. Loysen seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 
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