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CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of December 4, 2018    
Beginning at 2:31 p.m. 

 
 
PRESENT OF THE COMMISSION: Vice Chairwoman LaShawn Burton-

Faulk, Deitrick, Dick, Mingo, O’Neill 
 

PRESENT OF THE STAFF: Gastil, Layman, Rakus, Kramer, Miller, 
Ray 

 
 

 
AGENDA ITEMS COVERED IN THESE MINUTES 

Item Page No. 

1. Historic Nomination, 118-A Woodland Road, Abrams House 2 

2. Historic Nomination, Westinghouse Memorial 5 

3. 18-PDP-00022, 1318 Grandview Avenue, Single Family Home  6 

4. Council Bill 2018-1008, Zone Change Petition, Larimer Avenue 8 

5. 18-PDP-00020, 600 Penn Avenue, Public Destination Facility 
Signs 

10 

6. 18-PDP-00036, 625 Stanwix Street, Exterior Renovations and 
Dwelling Units 

11 

7. Johnson Plan of Lots, 5224 Holmes Street/5223 Lotus Way, 
10th Ward 

12 

8. The Crawford Plan, 1042 and 1048 Steuben Street, 20th Ward 12 

9. Hall Subdivision Plan, 5210 Natrona Way, 10th Ward 13 

10. Troy Development Associates Consolidation Plan, Penn 
Avenue at 23rd Street, 2nd Ward 

13 

 
Ms. Burton-Faulk chaired today’s meeting and called the meeting to order. 
 
A. CORRESPONDENCE (See Attachment A for staff reports.) 
 

Ms. Burton-Faulk stated that the Commission was in receipt of       
correspondence: 
 

 A letter from Stanley Levin on behalf of William and Patricia Snyder 
regarding Historic Nomination, 118-A Woodland Road, Abrams 
House. 

 A letter from Scott Westwood, David Feingold and Stephen Casey 
regarding Historic Nomination, 118-A Woodland Road, Abrams 
House. 
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 A letter from Melissa McSwigan regarding Historic Nomination, 
118-A Woodland Road, Abrams House. 

 A letter from Pittsburgh Downtown Partnership regarding 18-PDP-
00044, 2nd Avenue at Try Street. 

 A letter from Preservation Pittsburgh regarding 800 Penn Avenue 
and 209 9th Street. 

 A letter from the Larimer Consensus Group in support of the Zone 
Change Petition 2018-1008. 

 A letter from East Liberty Development, Inc. in support of the Zone 
Change Petition 2018-1008. 

 A letter from Barbara Fowler in support of the Zone Change Petition 
2018-1008. 

 A letter from Donald Harris in support of the Zone Change Petition 
2018-1008. 

 
B. DEVELOPMENT REVIEWS  (See Attachment B for staff reports.) 
 
1. Hearing and Action:  Historic Nomination:  118-A Woodland Road, Abrams 

House  
      

Ms. Quinn made a presentation in accord with the attached staff report.  
Ms. Quinn recommended approval of the proposal. 
 
The Abrams House (often referred to as the Venturi House) is a two-
bedroom, two-and-a-half bathroom house seated on roughly a third of an 
acre of land in Squirrel Hill near the campus of Chatham University.  The 
home was built between 1979 and 1982 and had only one owner the 
Abramses, who lived in it until Mrs. Abrams’ death in February of 2018. 
 
Ms. Quinn stated that the Historic Review Commission finds that the 
Abrams House meets criteria three – exemplification of a distinguished 
architectural type, style or design.  The Abrams House is of frame and 
Masonry construction with a rolled roof, demonstrating conventional 
building methods, with stone-faced ponds abutting the first-floor living 
room and dining area and being connected under the first floor via culverts 
to reflect the site’s historic watercourse which was spanned by historic 
stone bridge which now spans the pond segment abutting the south wall 
of the living room.  This House represents a unique blend of the architect’s 
design philosophy as laid out in Complexity and Contradiction in 
Architecture in 1966.  
 
Ms. Quinn concluded by requesting that the commission make a positive 
recommendation to City Council. 
 
Stanley Levin of Woodland Road presented reasons why he feels that the 
Planning Commission should not make a positive recommendation to City 
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Council.  He said after reviewing the City Code he believes the 
commission should also consider preserving harmonious properties and 
decide if this property is suitable for recommendation. 
 
Woodland Road is a private road maintained by the residents of Woodland 
Road including Chatham College.  He gave a definition of Trespass as it 
relates to the Pennsylvania Code.  The road is private and trespassing 
would be prohibited.  Visiting this property would be trespassing.   
 
He also presented information relating to the state of the said property 
stating that the home is severely deteriorated and has extensive water 
damage the windows seals are destroyed resulting in a permanent fog on 
them.  He also show several photographs showing the damage. 
 
He concluded by requesting that the commission make a negative 
recommendation to City Council based on the trespass issue and the 
extreme deterioration of the property. 
 
The Chairwoman called for comments from the Public. 
 
Don Courtland of 115 Grandview Avenue the applicant of this nomination 
spoke in full support of the nomination stating that the property meets 
many of the criteria’s to be a historic nomination. 
 
Clayton Deusch a resident of Western Pennsylvania spoke in opposition 
of the nomination stating that this is a rush to judgement and should not 
be nominated. 
 
There being no more comments from the Public, the Chairwoman called 
for questions and comments from the Commissioners.  
 
Ms. O’Neill stated that section 1101 relates only to the Historic Review 
Commission when considering exterior alterations.   
 
Mr. Levine said the workmanship of this home is wood.  This house will 
not last in the years to come. 
 
Ms. O’Neill asked if the applicant has received any quotes on the costs of 
the restoration. 
 
Mr. Levine said in excess of $200,000. 
 
Ms. Snyder the owner of the property said she has been trying to get this 
home in shape for 2 years.  Mr. Myers turned his back on her and the 
home.  She feels this is hypocrisy and the Pittsburgh History and 
Landmarks Foundation had the chance to fix it.  She brought it because 
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no one wants it.  Now they want to make her to her do it and she is 
completely exhausted 
 
Ms. Quinn addressed the 10 criteria and if you want to address condition 
you would need to compare it to other Venturi homes.  The Historic 
Review Commission does to address condition. 
 
Ms. O’Neill asked if condition considered. 
 
Ms. Quinn said no but the applicant can submit a hardship application. 
 
Ms. Mingo asked Ms. Quinn if there is any intention by the City to 
nominate any other modern houses. 
 
Ms. Quinn said that one of the goals is to do a midcentury survey to 
nominate more properties in the city. 
 
Ms. Deitrick called for the motion to make a recommendation to the city 
council. 
 
There being no more questions or comments from the Commissioners, the 
Chairwoman called for the motion. 
 
Ms. O’Neill said that the commission does sympathize with the property 
owner. 
 
MOTION:  That the Planning Commission of the City of Pittsburgh provide 
a positive recommendation to City Council.  
  
 

MOVED BY Ms. Dick;            SECONDED BY Ms. Mingo. 
 
 
ROLL CALL: Yes   No  Abstain 
 Ms. Detrick    Ms. O’Neill 
 Ms. Mingo    Ms. Burton-Faulk 
 Ms. Dick 
 
OPPOSED:  None      CARRIED 
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2. Hearing and Action:  Historic Nomination: Westinghouse Memorial 
     

Ms. Quinn made a presentation in accord with the attached staff report.  
Ms. Quinn recommended approval of the proposal. 
 
Ms. Quinn presented the logistics of the Westinghouse Memorial which 
lies in the northwestern section of Schenley Park in Pittsburgh, Pa and is 
comprised of architectural, sculpted, and landscape elements that are 
roughly bounded by Schenely Drive to the north and west.  The landscape 
design elements include plantings that flank a concrete footpath 
connecting Schenley Drive 
 
The Westinghouse Memorial meets the criteria in Section 1001.4 because 
it exemplifies a distinguished architectural type, style, or design.  It is a 
landmark and in uniquely located and was designed by Henry Hornbostel, 
a renowned Pittsburgh architect noted for his significant contributions in 
and around the county. 
 
She concluded by asking the commission to make a positive 
recommendation to City Council. 

 
The Chairwoman called for comments from the Public. 
 
Matthew Falcone of Preservation Pittsburgh, the nominator of this 
application spoke in support of the positive recommendation to City 
Council.  He said there is tremendous support of this nomination. 

 
There being no more comments from the Public, the Chairwoman called 
for questions and comments from the Commissioners.  
 
Insert notes and references to any attachments. 
 
There being no more questions or comments from the Commissioners, the 
Chairwoman called for the motion. 
 
MOTION:  That the Planning Commission of the City of Pittsburgh provide 
a positive recommendation to City Council. 
  

 

MOVED BY Ms. Dick;            SECONDED BY Ms. Deitrick. 
 
IN FAVOR: Burton-Faulk, Deitrick, Dick, Mingo, O’Neill 
 
 
OPPOSED:  None      CARRIED 
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3. Hearing and Action:  18-PDP-00022, 1318 Grandview Avenue, Single 
Family Home  

      
Mr. Layman made a presentation in accord with the attached staff report.  
Mr. Layman recommended approval of the proposal. 
 
Peter Kreuthmeier of Loysen and Kreuthmeier Architects presented plans 
for demolition of the existing two-story structure, and construction of a new 
single family home on the existing building foundation.  He showed photos 
of the existing conditions of the building that is a restaurant.  The initially 
planned to renovate the building but due to water damage it is not feasible 
to do so.  The will keep the existing foundation at the recommendation of 
the engineers.    He outlined the plans for the home and the driveway 
recommendations and the public zoning approval process.  The site plan 
was introduced to address the concerns of the public in regards to 
pedestrian safety.  He reviewed the materials list and the described the 
plantings and reviewed the community engagement process and no 
concerns were raised by the community groups. 

 
The Chairwoman called for comments from the Public. 
 
There being no comments from the Public, the Chairwoman called for 
questions and comments from the Commissioners.  
 
Ms. Dick asked if the applicant is receiving any tax credits for the 
accessibility. 
 
The applicant stated no but the entire building is fully accessible. 
 
Ms. Deitrick thanked the presenter for addressing all of the questions they 
had at the briefing. 
 
There being no more questions or comments from the Commissioners, the 
Chairwoman called for the motion. 
 
MOTION:  That the Planning Commission of the City of Pittsburgh Project 
Plan No 18-PDP-00022, for demolition of an existing two-story structure, 
and the new construction of a three story single-family dwelling at 1318 
Grandview Avenue based on the application filed by Loysen and 
Kruthmeier Architects on behalf of GCP LLC, property owner, with the 
following condition: 
 

Final construction plans including site plan, landscaping plan and 
elevations shall be reviewed and approved by the Zoning Administrator 
prior to the approval of an application for a building permit. 

  
 



December 4, 2018    7  

Planning Commission Minutes 

 

MOVED BY Ms. Deitrick;            SECONDED BY Ms. Dick. 
 
IN FAVOR: Burton-Faulk, Deitrick, Dick, Mingo, O’Neill 
 
 
OPPOSED:  None      CARRIED 
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4. Hearing and Action:  Zone Change Petition 2018-1008, Larimer Avenue  
      

Mr. Layman made a presentation in accord with the attached staff report.  
Mr. Layman recommended approval of the proposal. 
 
Shawn Carter of Councilman Burgess’ Office gave a background of the 
council bill that was introduced in October of 2018.  The proposed 
amendment would rezone the properties from R1A-H, Single Family 
Residential High Density to LNC, Local Neighborhood Commercial.  
Enactment of this rezoning will permit the involved property to be 
developed for uses permitted in the LNC Zoning District. 
 
Darrell Davis of the Housing Authority City of Pittsburgh spoke in support 
of the zone change. 
 
Joe Hackett of LaQuatra Bonci reviewed plans for a multi-family housing 
and rehabilitation of the Larimer School.  He reviewed the map showing 
the Choice Housing rational and concluded by stating that this zone 
change will be an extension of it. 84 new multi-family units and retail 
space is being proposed. 
 
Donna Jackson of the Larimer Consensus Group spoke in support of the 
plan. 
 
Betty Lane of 502 Paulson Avenue spoke in support of the plan. 
 
Collette O’Leary of URA spoke in support of the plan. 
 
 
The Chairwoman called for comments from the Public. 
 
 
Mrs. Davis of 6735 Dreary Street spoke in full support of the plan. 
 
Tom Seabrook of Stanford Realty owns 147 Winslow stated he cannot the 
support the plan until the property swap is completed. 

 
There being no more comments from the Public, the Chairwoman called 
for questions and comments from the Commissioners.  
 
Ms. Deitrick asked about the ELDI property equity. 
 
Kendall of ELDI stated that ELDI will sell the property to the URA. 
 
Ms. Burton-Faulk stated that she is pleased to see the community come 
together on this. 
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There being no more questions or comments from the Commissioners, the 
Chairwoman called for the motion. 
 
MOTION:  That the Planning Commission of the City of Pittsburgh 
recommends the following: 
  

Approval to City Council of Council Bill 2018-1008, Zone Change 
Petition No. 18-ZMC-00005, to rezone twenty parcels on Winslow 
Street and Maxwell Way from R1A-H Single Unit Attached, High 
Density, to LNC, Local Neighborhood Commercial. 

  
 

 

MOVED BY Ms. O’Neill;            SECONDED BY Ms. Mingo. 
 
IN FAVOR: Burton-Faulk, Deitrick, Dick, Mingo, O’Neill 
 
 
OPPOSED:  None      CARRIED 
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Ms. Kramer asked that the commission continue this item at the request of the 
applicant to allow them more time to engage with the neighbors. 
 
 
5. Hearing and Action:  18 PDP-00020, 600 Penn Avenue, Public Destination 

Facility signs 
      

Ms. Kramer made a presentation in accord with the attached staff report.  
Ms. Kramer recommended approval of the proposal. 

 
The Chairwoman called for comments from the Public. 
 
There being no comments from the Public, the Chairwoman called for 
questions and comments from the Commissioners.  
 
There being no questions or comments from the Commissioners, the 
Chairwoman called for the motion. 
 
MOTION:  ITEM HAS BEEN CONTINUED. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



December 4, 2018    11  

Planning Commission Minutes 

6. Hearing and Action:  18-PDP-00036, 625 Stanwix Street, Exterior 
Renovations and Dwelling Units  

      
Ms. Kramer made a presentation in accord with the attached staff report.  
Ms. Kramer recommended approval of the proposal. 
 
Lowell Hopkins of TAI+LEE Architects presented plans on behalf of the 
owner for exterior renovations and new residential units at 625 Stanwix 
Street.  The plan includes window and cladding renovations on floors 11 
and 12 and to convert the use of these floors from office to multi-unit 
residential units.  Floors 1 through 10 of this building are owned by a 
different entity and is not part of this proposal. 

 
The Chairwoman called for comments from the Public. 
 
There being no comments from the Public, the Chairwoman called for 
questions and comments from the Commissioners.  
 
There being no questions or comments from the Commissioners, the 
Chairwoman called for the motion. 
 
MOTION:  That the Planning Commission of the City of Pittsburgh 
approves Project Development Plan 18-PDP-00036 for exterior building 
renovations and new residential units at 625 Stanwix Street, based on the 
application and drawings filed by TAI+LEE Architects on behalf of the 
property owner, Joco Sky LLP, with the following condition: 
 

Final construction plans including final site plan, elevations, and 
construction management plan shall be submitted for review and 
approval by the Zoning Administrator prior to an application for a 
building permit. 

  
 

 

MOVED BY Ms. Mingo;            SECONDED BY Ms. Dick. 
 
IN FAVOR: Burton-Faulk, Deitrick, Dick, Mingo, O’Neill 
 
 
OPPOSED:  None      CARRIED 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



December 4, 2018    12  

Planning Commission Minutes 

E. PLAN OF LOTS (See Attachment C.) 
 

7. Johnson Plan of Lots, 5224 Holmes Street/5223 Lotus Way, 10th Ward. 
 

Mr. Miller made a presentation in accord with the attached staff report. 
Director Gastil stated that the subdivision committee had met and 
recommends approval of the plan.  The Chairwoman called for a motion. 
 
MOTION: That the Johnson Plan of Lots, 10th Ward, City of Pittsburgh, 
County of Allegheny, received by the Planning Commission on December 
4, 2018, BE APPROVED and the signatures of the proper officers of the 
Planning Commission be affixed thereto. (No improvements or 
monuments needed.) 

 
MOVED BY Ms. Mingo;   SECONDED BY Ms. Dick. 
 
 
IN FAVOR: Burton-Faulk, Deitrick, Dick, Mingo, O’Neill  
 
 
OPPOSED:  None      CARRIED 

 
 

 
8. The Crawford Plan, 1042 and 1048 Steuben Street, 20th Ward  

 
Mr. Miller made a presentation in accord with the attached staff report. 
Director Gastil stated that the subdivision committee had met and 
recommends approval of the plan.  The Chairwoman called for a motion. 
 
MOTION: That the Cunningham Plan, 25th Ward, City of Pittsburgh, 
County of Allegheny, received by the Planning Commission on December 
4, 2018, BE APPROVED and the signatures of the proper officers of the 
Planning Commission be affixed thereto. (No improvements or 
monuments needed.) 
 

 
MOVED BY Ms. Mingo;  SECONDED BY Ms. Dick. 
 
 
IN FAVOR: Burton-Faulk, Deitrick, Dick, Mingo, O’Neill  
 
 
OPPOSED:  None      CARRIED 
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9. Hall Subdivision Plan, 5210 Natrona Way, 10th Ward 
 

Mr. Miller made a presentation in accord with the attached staff report. 
Director Gastil stated that the subdivision committee had met and 
recommends approval of the plan.  The Chairwoman called for a motion. 
 
MOTION: That the Hall Subdivision Plan, 10th Ward, City of Pittsburgh, 
County of Allegheny, received by the Planning Commission on December 
4, 2018, BE APPROVED and the signatures of the proper officers of the 
Planning Commission be affixed thereto. (No improvements or 
monuments needed.) 

 
 

MOVED BY Ms. Mingo;  SECONDED BY Ms. Dick. 
 
IN FAVOR: Burton-Faulk, Deitrick, Dick, Mingo, O’Neill  
 
 
OPPOSED:  None      CARRIED 

 
 
10. Troy Development Associates Consolidation, Penn Avenue at 23rd Street, 

2nd Ward    
 
 

Mr. Miller made a presentation in accord with the attached staff report. 
Director Gastil stated that the subdivision committee had met and 
recommends approval of the plan.  The Chairwoman called for a motion. 
 
MOTION: That the Troy Development Associates Consolidation Plan, 
2nd Ward, City of Pittsburgh, County of Allegheny, received by the 
Planning Commission on December 4, 2018, BE APPROVED and the 
signatures of the proper officers of the Planning Commission be affixed 
thereto. (No improvements or monuments needed.) 

 
 

MOVED BY Ms. Mingo;  SECONDED BY Ms. Dick. 
 
IN FAVOR: Burton-Faulk, Deitrick, Dick, Mingo, O’Neill 
 
 
OPPOSED:  None      CARRIED 
 
 
 



December 4, 2018    14  

Planning Commission Minutes 

 
 
 

D. ADJOURNMENT:            4:23 p.m. 
 
 APPROVED BY:   Becky Mingo     
      SECRETARY 
 
 Attachments 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DISCLAIMER:  The official records of the Planning Commission’s meetings are the 
Minutes of the Meetings approved by the Commission’s Secretary, Becky Mingo.  The 
Minutes are the ONLY official record. 
 
Any other notes, recordings, etc. are not official records of the Planning Commission.  
The Planning Commission cannot verify the accuracy or authenticity of notes, 
recordings, etc., that are not part of the official minutes. 
 
 


