
Pittsburgh Commission on Human Relations 
Minutes of Meeting 

February 5, 2018 
  
   
Attendance:   Winford Craig, Chair    Richard Morris (by phone)  

Sharyn Henry (by phone)   Allyce Pinchback 
Eric Holmes    Lori Roth 
Eric Horwith (by phone)  Jessica Ruffin 
Marian Lien (by phone)   Gwendolyn Young  
Wasiullah Mohamed (by phone)  
   

Absent:  Helen Gerhardt  
Gabriel McMorland 
Mariana Padias 
         

Staff:   Carlos Torres, Director  
Sheron Clark, Interim Deputy Director  
Mark Hamilton, Solicitor 
Emily Costello, Commission Rep. 
Richard Rogow, Commission Rep.   
Rachel Salem, Secretary to Director    

  
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Commissioner Craig called the meeting to order at 3:31pm.   
 
II.  PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
No public comment. 
 
III.  ADOPTION OF MINUTES 
 
Commissioner Roth made a motion to adopt the minutes as written, seconded by Commissioner 
Lien.. The motion carried. 
 
IV.  EXECUTIVE SESSION: SEE ATTACHMENT 
 
 
V:  DIRECTOR’S REPORT 



 
● The PghCHR has been helping to negotiate and understanding with community members 

and a business on the West End, and with a transgender resident and the Casino, the third 
such incident in which the PghCHR has been asked to mediate. 

● Recommendations were presented at the spring quarterly meeting of the AFFH Task 
Force. Committees are now working on further research. At the April 11th Task Force 
meeting and celebration of the anniversary of the Fair Housing Act at the August Wilson 
Center, there will be an announcement of the public launch of a community listening tour 
over the next months to receive feedback on those recommendations. The Director met 
with the Mayor’s new Chief of Staff regarding the Trump Administration delay of 
implementation of the new Fair Housing Assessment process. The Director will strongly 
encourage the City to continue to push forward with progress both on implementing the 
Fair Housing Assessment and on moving forward with adoption of policy or legislation 
enacting recommendations, including inclusionary zoning, etc. 

● The PghCHR had a table at the Summit Against Racism, which Commissioners Lien and 
Roth helped with, but it was not well placed, being completely separated from where the 
conference was taking place.  

 
VI.  FINANCE REPORT 
 
Commissioner Young had nothing to report. 
 
VII.  COMMUNITY RELATIONS COMMITTEE 
 
Commissioner Lien reported that the committee is waiting to hear from the City Department of 
Public Safety to increase our outreach into the community and will wait to schedule until we hear 
back from them. Commissioner Lien would like to suggest combining their listening sessions 
with the Fair Housing Task Force listening sessions.  
 
Commissioner Henry asked if their committee had received more suggestions of community 
organizations. The Director sent out a notice and Commissioner Roth sent back a list of faith 
communities.  
 
VIII.  HOUSING COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
The Director reported that he would be doing an April 7th Fair Housing training for over 400 
landlords and real estate investors from greater Pittsburgh region.  
 
For the April 11th Fair Housing celebration the search for a keynote speaker continues. For the 
panel, the Director reported that we had confirmations from the Director of the Urban League, 



Esther Bush, from Barbara Delaney HUD officer for Philadelphia, from former PghCHR 
Director Charles Morrison, and George Moses, long time housing advocate for low income Pgh 
residents. Photos from Teenie Harris and Housing Authority will be displayed. The Realtors 
Association of Metropolitan Pittsburgh has offered to help sponsor/fund the event. The 
University of Pittsburgh will have a display of historical documents regarding housing 
protections from the past century. Workshops for Task Force members and the public are being 
planned. Commissioner Morris reported that AFFH Task Force will provide an outline for 
afternoon/evening. 
 
Commissioner Morris stated that we needed to learn from the Philadelphia Fair Housing Task 
Force, which provides a progressive example of incorporating Fair Housing into development 
and planning. 
 
IX:  PERSONNEL COMMITTEE 
 
Commissioner Holmes stated that the committee had received a total of 34 applications for the 
position of Deputy Director. He met with Director Torres to review them and pared them down 
to 15 applicants that would be invited to participate in phone interviews. The Director reported 
that there would be rating sheets used for the phone interviews done by the Director and 
Commissioner Holmes as Chair of the Personnel Committee. Commissioner Morris reported that 
the final interviews were recorded for the last job search process that the PghCHR conducted for 
Executive Director. After final decision of offer, the candidate would be advanced to the City 
Personnel Department who would do a background check.  
 
X.  BYLAWS COMMITTEE 
 
Commissioner Young stated that they would be setting up a meeting soon.  
 
XI.  PUBLIC HEARING SECTION 
 
Director Torres indicated that a new public hearing was in the works and would be scheduled 
soon. 
 
XII.  AD HOC COMMITTEE FOR YOUTH HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION 
 
Commission Pinchback reported that the Youth Human Relations Ad Hoc Committee will be 
meeting at the end of February and will report out at the March PghCHR meeting. 
 
XIII.  NEW BUSINESS 



Chairman Craig made a request of Commissioners to attend meetings in person whenever 
possible, since the changes in bylaws made a few years ago allowing Commissioners to 
participate by phone were really intended only if they were unable to participate any other way. 
Commissioner Young agreed and stated that the best results come when we are in the same space 
with each other face to face, and that the matter had been discussed by the bylaws committee. 
Commissioner Pinchback stated to keep in mind that younger people also don’t have the same 
flexibility to leave work early to attend and that video technology might be considered to allow 
us to see each other. Commissioner Craig stated that the Director had applied for funding for 
such technology, but that the City turned down the budget request. Until we have such capability 
the Director has communicated to the Mayor that prospective Commissioners need to be fully 
informed of their duties and expectations for attendance. Commissioner Horwith stated that we 
might consider the option to attend by phone as a way to adapt to the greater workload and 
monthly required committee meetings as that this Commission requires in comparison with other 
boards and Commission. He asked if we might want to consider other best practices and whether 
regular meetings might be changed to every other month, as well as other ways to prevent 
burnout. Commissioner Pinchback stated that Google Hangouts might be used with video 
projected on the wall. Commissioner Craig stated that majority of boards he participated in were 
face to face, with very few people calling in. Director Torres stated that if we need to consider 
the restrictions on Executive sessions and the need for confidentiality. Commissioner Roth asked 
if these questions could be sent out for the benefit of those who had not been able to attend the 
present meeting and it was agreed that they would be informed. 
 
XIII TRAINING: MEDIATION 
 
Presented by Richard Rogow, Commission Representative II, and experienced mediator. (see 
attachment) 
 
XIV.  ADJOURNMENT 
 
Commissioner Craig requested a motion to adjourn at approximately 4:40p.m. Commissioner 
Roth made the motion, seconded by Commissioner Ruffin. 


