
Pittsburgh Commission on Human Relations 
Minutes of Meeting 

January 8, 2018 
  
   
Attendance:   Winford Craig, Chair  Gabriel McMorland (by phone)   

Helen Gerhardt   Richard Morris (by phone)  
Sharyn Henry   Mariana Padias (by phone)  
Eric Holmes (by phone) Allyce Pinchback (by phone)  
Eric Horwith     Lori Roth 
Marian Lien    Jessica Ruffin   

 
Absent:  Wasiullah Mohamed  

Gwendolyn Young 
         

Staff:   Carlos Torres, Director  
Sheron Clark, Interim Deputy Director  
Emily Costello, Commission Rep. 
Mark Hamilton, Solicitor 
Richard Rogow, Commission Rep.   
Rachel Salem, Secretary to Director    

  
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Commissioner Craig called the meeting to order at 3:38pm.   
 
II.  PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Chairman Craig asked if Mirsada Begovic had any new comments that were different from the 
previous comments. Ms. Begovic stated that she had met with the Chancellor of the University 
of Pittsburgh and that the statements he read were not true. Chairman Craig stated to Ms. 
Begovic that the Solicitor would be writing her a response letter, and the Solicitor stated that she 
would be receiving the letter prior to the February Commission meeting.  
 
III.  ADOPTION OF MINUTES 
 
Commissioner Lien made a motion to adopt the minutes as written, seconded by Commissioner 
Craig. Commissioner Ruffin abstained. The motion carried. 
 
IV.  EXECUTIVE SESSION: SEE ATTACHMENT 



 
 
V:  DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 

● Director Torres stated that the position of Deputy Director had been posted and he 
encouraged Commissioners to share the posting with their networks. The Director will be 
working with the Personnel Committee to screen the applications and then the Chair of 
the Personnel Committee and the Director will be interviewing candidates together.  
 

● The Director announced that on January 20th the Summit Against Racism would be at the 
Pittsburgh Theological Seminary and asked that the Commissioners put up flyers. The 
PghCHR is on the planning committee and will be tabling. The Director asked 
Commissioners to sign up for the table to help staff and to answer the public’s questions. 

  
● The AFFH Task Force quarterly meeting is tomorrow, January 9th. The Task Force will 

be presenting recommendations and moving forward despite the federal government 
relaxing the deadline for the City’s Fair Housing Assessment by a full year. Wednesday, 
April 11th is the 50th anniversary of the signing of the Fair Housing Act into law and 
there will be an all-day event at the August Wilson Center, starting about 8am-4pm. Stay 
tuned for more information on keynote speakers. The event will be open to the public. 

 
● Director Torres also stated that concerns had been expressed about the form of the 

Director’s report and he asked for specific feedback.  
 

● The Director also stated that requests for budget increases from the City were denied, 
including funds for strategic planning, for a Commission Representative 3 position for 
systemic investigations, and for the Commission conference room sound system. 

  
● The Director attended a HUD conference in December in Philadelphia with two staff 

members. The focus was on public interest relief, which is a mandatory part of all 
housing settlement agreements and has been incorporated into the standard language for 
mediations and conciliations.  
 

● The Commission had a press conference on December 8th with several community 
speakers, as well as the Mayor, to celebrate the International Declaration of Human 
Rights, which was very well attended. 
 

● The Commission became fully operational with regard to the U-Visa process. The mini 
training at the end of today’s meeting will review that process. 

 



VI.  COMMUNITY RELATIONS COMMITTEE 
 
Commissioner Lien reported that the three listening sessions held for police zones 1-3 had not 
been well-attended and that the last three had been put on hold. The Committee had requested 
suggestions of other community organizations that we could partner with to get the word out in 
Police Zones 4, 5, and 6. Commissioner Roth asked if churches, synagogues, etc, had been 
considered and Commissioner Lien replied yes and asked for further suggestions. Commissioner 
Lien asked if Commissioners thought we should go back to Zones 1, 2, and 3 after community 
partners had been identified. Commissioner Gerhardt said she thought it would be a great idea to 
go back to the other zones and suggested the Kingsley Association and the Hill District 
Consensus Group.   
 
Chairman Craig suggested Hosanna House and Mount Ararat, and Macedonia. Commissioner 
Roth suggested the Bloomfield-Garfield CDC. Commissioner Horwith stated that it might be 
helpful to request suggestions from the City. Commissioner Ruffin suggested that we ask for 
suggestions from the community at the Summit Against Racism. Commissioner Lien suggested 
using community publications, newsletters, advertising, Hazelwood Initiative publication, 
Squirrel Hill Magazine. Commissioner Gerhardt asked if we had funds for such ads and the 
Director said yes, depending on the cost.  
 
VII.  HOUSING COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
Commissioner Morris stated that the Housing Committee had nothing to report but that another 
meeting was scheduled for later that week from which updates would be shared regarding the 
April 11th Fair Housing celebration plans.  
 
VIII:  PERSONNEL 
 
Commissioner Holmes stated that the committee would be meeting soon to go over bylaws and 
work with Director on the hiring process for Deputy Director. 
 
IX.  PUBLIC HEARING 
 
There will be a public hearing, Theron Pitts vs Community Human Services, scheduled Jan 23-
25, from 9am-5pm, open to the public and Commissioners are welcome as well.  
 
X.  BYLAWS COMMITTEE 
 
Commissioner Roth stated that they would be looking at the attendance requirements and 
clarifying the process.  



XI.  YOUTH HUMAN RELATIONS AD HOC COMMITTEE 
 
Commissioner Pinchback stated that a meeting will be upcoming and invited other 
Commissioners to join. 
 
 
XII.  NEW BUSINESS 
 

● The Director reported that Commission had received the data from the Human Rights 
Assessment survey, which still needs to be analyzed and made presentable for the public. 
Commissioner Lien stated that the report would be presented to the community for 
discussion at the listening sessions. The Director stated that the one area where concerns 
were reported was in community-police relations. The Director will present more 
information within about a month.  
 

● Election of second vice-chair: Commissioner Craig nominated Commissioner Roth, 
seconded by Commissioner Gerhardt. This received a unanimous vote by all participating 
Commissioners.  

 
 
XIII. TRAINING: U-VISA PROCESS  
 

● If an immigrant, regardless of their documentation status, is a victim of one of 29 crimes 
and is cooperating with law enforcement, or is likely to cooperate with law enforcement, 
they can apply for a U-Visa with the Commission.  

● There are only 10,000 such visas with a seven-year backlog, but once application is 
received all deportation proceedings are suspended both for applicant and for spouse and 
children, as long as the applicant and family is not charged with any crime.  

● The PghCHR will be working with a pro bono lawyer to help applicants with the 
application.  

● Director will then evaluate and send in the application to Homeland Security. 
 
 
XIV.  ADJOURNMENT 
 
Commissioner Craig requested a motion to adjourn at approximately 5 pm. Commissioner 
Horwith made the motion, seconded by Commissioner Lien. 


