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Delivering Safe, Reliable Drinking Water

Construction Update: March 4 - March 15, 2019

About
The Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority 
is constructing two small buildings in 
Highland Park to house the equipment 
needed to add orthophosphate to our 
drinking water system. 

The Highland Park facilities are located 
within the Sycamore Grove picnic area 
and near Reservoir I. 

Orthophosphate will also be added at the 
Aspinwall Water Treatment Plant and the 
Bruecken Pump Station. 

Why Orthophosphate
Orthophosphate is a food-grade 
additive used by water utilities across 
the country to reduce lead levels in tap 
water. When water with orthophosphate 
runs through the system, it creates a 
coating on the inside of lead service 
lines and establishes a barrier between 
the lead pipes and the water. This is 
called corrosion control. It’s an effective 
method, recognized by the Environmental 
Protection Agency and the Pennsylvania 
Department of Environmental Protection 
to reduce lead. 

Traffic Impacts 
Reservoir Drive will remain partially closed 
to traffic at the two orthophosphate 
buildings, leaving one lane open to 
maintain one-way traffic. Flaggers are 
on site to direct traffic. After construction 
hours, please use caution when traveling 
through this area.

Construction Schedule
End of March: Begin feeding 
orthophosphate into the water distribution 
system. 

Spring 2019: Complete exterior and 
remaining sitework at the Sycamore 
Grove facility.

Project Questions
Brad McShane
Construction Project Manager
(412) 255-8800
bmcshane@pgh2o.com

Project Information 
www.pgh2o.com/highlandpark

• Contractors have completed the majority of the brick work at both the 
Sycamore Grove facility and the smaller building near Reservoir I. They will 
begin installing the ceiling and are starting the interior work at each location. 

• Next week the contractor will begin constructing the roof structure at the 
Sycamore Grove facility. This will extend over the orthophosphate building as 
well as the portion of the facility that makes up the picnic shelter. 

• Trenching work across and along Reservoir Drive will also take place next 
week, and contractors will begin installing the electrical, communication, and 
water lines needed for both orthophosphate facilities.  

• To safely excavate the trench, the contractor will likely close Reservoir 
Drive in the construction area for several hours on approximately two to 
three days next week. Please be aware of changing traffic patterns and use 
extreme caution near the construction area.

Last week the 1,000 gallon orthophosphate storage tank was delivered to 
the Sycamore Grove facility. As more equipment is delivered, this location will 
become more active with delivery trucks. Please be aware of this increased 
activity.  


