
Pittsburgh Shade Tree Commission 

June 20th 2018 

 3rd floor DPW large conference room 

Minutes 

 

 

1. James S. motion to approve May minutes with noted corrections that David Weber 

(Weber has 1 “B” not two).  On the second page 1st paragraph TP should read Tree 

Pittsburgh. Lisa seconded, the motion  carried. 

2. Tree Protection Task Force - Alicia arranged meetings with the Parking, Housing, 

and Urban Redevelopment Authorities, the sessions went very well. Meetings with the 

PWSA and Port Authorities have been requested and are currently in the works. Kelly 

Hamilton was open to shifting the planned development proposal to include issues 

with trees on their property.  

3. City Forester Report -  Lisa C. presented the commission with the Forestry Division 

YTD report. June marked the halfway point of 2018. I-pads are in full use. Forestry 

division is aiming to go paperless and hopes to have more accurate numbers for 2019. 

Lisa will be meeting with Assistant Director Newman for 2019 Forestry requests for 

equipment, staffing, vehicles, etc.   

4. Tree Vitalize Report -  Jeff B. refreshed the commission on what the Tree Vitalize 

program is and how it works. Jeff also reiterated that he feels the program has been 

successful because of the working partnerships with the Shade Tree Commission, Tree 

Pittsburgh, and the Western Pennsylvania Conservancy. Jeff noted that data collected 

helps Western Pennsylvania Conservancy target low canopy areas. He also added that 

R.K. Mellon and the Pittsburgh Foundation have provided support. The WPC is 

currently in phase 2 of the Colcom Redbud Planting Project. 1800 Red Bud trees 

plantings will be focused on visible and high traffic areas in downtown.  

5. Tree Pittsburgh Report - Matt E.  updated the commission on different pest and 

diseases that Tree Pittsburgh is currently dealing with. He mentioned that the Emerald 

Ash borer and Oak Wilt are two of the biggest issues that we faced here in Pittsburgh. 

Matt Introduced a new pest to the Pittsburgh area, the “Spotted Lanternfly” The 
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Spotted Lanternfly is a native of Asia. Matt passed out literature and gave a description 

of how to identify the Lanternfly. Matt went on to explain that 10% of the loss of 

canopy in Allegheny County is experiencing is from pests and diseases. Matt added 

that Duquesne Light and the Arbor Day foundation is donating money to fight Canopy 

loss. The goal is to plant 4000 trees in Allegheny County.  

Matt E. noted that 1800 Tree Tenders completed the first course for 2018. Tree 

Pittsburgh Summer Solstice Party will be held on June 22nd at the new Tree Pittsburgh 

Building site under the 62nd Street Bridge.   

 

7.  Old Business - James S. gave a brief report regarding PWSA Water Gardens and 

Bio swells. The ribbon cutting at the University Campus site located on Centre avenue 

James added more projects similar to this one is being planned for the future. PWSA is 

separating Storm water from other PWSA Projects.  

 

8. New Business - The Code review is with Council, hopefully the Legislation process 

will start soon.  

 

9. Announcements - Mulch Madness is planned for July 20th 2018. Megan will meet 

to go over more details. The time will be from 2-4pm. Guy C. motioned for the Shade 

Tree Commission to approve up to $1,000.00 for T-shirts for the Mulch Madness 

event. Matt E. Second the Motion. Motion Passed.  

 

Molly S. voiced her concerns regarding sidewalk, tree pits, and getting permission 

from property owners to have trees placed when sidewalks are being repaired by 

authorities. She feels that Authorities should automatically plant trees when doing line 

repairs and sidewalk replacements.  It was suggested to organize a meeting with Tree 

Pittsburgh and DOMI and come up with a plan on how to implement Molly’s idea 

moving forward.  

 

Matt E. motioned to adjourn.  

 

     

     

     

     

 


