
Pittsburgh Shade Tree Commission 

September 19th 2018 

 3rd floor DPW large conference room 

Minutes 

 

   

1.  Matt E motioned to approve August minutes with noted corrections; spelling of Mayor 

Peduto under section “2. Meeting with the Mayor”. Also Guy Costa is a Chief not a Director.  

James S. seconded the motion. The motion carried.   

2.  Tree Pittsburgh Campus update - Danielle C. updated the commission on the Tree 

Pittsburgh Campus at 62nd Street. The building is close to completion. There will be a 

reception on October 18th for those who made donations to the building fund. In addition to 

having the education center Tree Pittsburgh Nursery is in an ideal position to help with the 

issue of canopy loss throughout the city. Tree Pittsburgh hopes to be the hub for Urban 

Forestry. Danielle C. also mentioned that there is an amendment currently being discussed 

with the Mayor’s office and Tree Pittsburgh regarding their current lease agreement with the 

URA to have the rent reflect the contributions Tree Pittsburgh makes to the City’s Street 

Trees and Parklets including maintenance and restoration. Tree Pittsburgh is still looking for 

funding to bridge the funding gap. Tree Pittsburgh still needs funding to bridge the 

approximate $500,000 gap between the cost of the development and the funds raised to date. 

Danielle noted that Tree Pittsburgh went over its estimated budget paying legal fees and the 

cost of PCP elimination.  Danielle said Tree Pittsburgh appreciates past support from the 

Commission. Danielle asked if the Commission would consider an additional contribution for 

the 2019 year. 

3.  Forester Report -   Lisa C. updated the commission on forestry operations. A new 

Special operator was hired to drive the 3rd bucket truck. Also the director approved 2 new 

pruning positions to work out of the parks. There is also a possibility of getting a few 

laborers during winter to help with clearance. Also Forestry started a revitalization project in 

Enright court. Trees on the medians and trees around the boarder of the housing development 

will be pruned and removed as needed. Residents were happy with the work done. Forestry is 
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still looking for a Holiday tree, there are a few candidates we may have to work with 

Duquesne Light Company to retrieve.  

4.  Tree Pittsburgh Report - Matt E. updated the commission. Tree Pittsburgh held 2 Tree 

Tender courses since last meeting. One was located at the Environmental Charter and the 

Second was located in Sewickley PA. Tree Pittsburgh is gearing up for planting season. The 

biggest planting project will be located on Saw Mill Boulevard. There will be a total of 800 

trees planted. DCNR paid for these trees. Alicia C. suggested to get councilman Coghill 

involved since it was happening in his district. Matt wanted to note that there was a tree 

giveaway scheduled with Duquesne light but is now cancelled, looking to reschedule for 

another date. 

5.  2019 Priorities - Mardi ask the commission if there is anything that should be added to 

2019 list. Mardi mentioned that we are still waiting for City Legal to approve code revisions. 

Alicia suggested to involve council and volunteered to reach out to Councilman O’Conner 

and Councilwoman Strassburger for their assistance. Molly S. asked if updated Sidewalk 

Standards were part of this review.  

A lengthy discussion took place regarding sidewalk trees and service line replacement. Lisa 

C. updated the commission on “Streetscape Standards” which is a new standard for street 

trees issued by DOMI. The standards are based on Sidewalk standards in San Francisco 

which boils down to having 5’ of clearance on every side walk which would eliminate the 

opportunity for planting trees in many of our business districts and on residential streets. 

Mardi ask STC for approval to write a letter to DOMI regarding their plans for new 

“Streetscape Standards”, by consensus the Commissioners agreed.  

A discussion took place regarding the Strip Districts revitalization project happening between 

16th-21st streets and the concern of no plans to plant trees.  The commission by consensus was 

in support of Mardi I, writing the letter of support to include trees in the Strip District. 

Molly S. suggested that we consider having a standard that allows the city to plant smaller 

trees in spaces that wouldn’t support the standard (3’x10’)2. A lengthy discussion took place 

regarding the preapproved Utility specialist position and how to implement tree pits into 

sidewalk being replaced by Utility companies. Mardi I, ask the commission how long would 

the commission be willing to fund the utility specialist position. A discussion took place 

regarding the amount of time the STC would fund the position based on a question from 

Director Gable.  James motioned to fund the utility specialist position for 2 years, then with 

an analysis of the effectiveness the PSTC will consider sharing the cost for 3rd year, after 

which the city would continue to fund the position going forward.  Rebecca seconded the 

motion. The motion carried. 

6.  Old Business - A deal was negotiated with legal and the Development team from the 

Pennley Apartment project. The deal didn’t include any alternative compliance money for the 

trees that were removed.  



7.  Announcements -  Marcus from Pa-1 call would like to meet with City Officials to add 

forestry to the PA-1 call utility contact list. Kristin S.  Informed the commission Chatham 

University Soccer team enjoyed the tree planting event. 

There is a Tree Protection meeting with Port Authority next Friday the 28th.  


