
 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of February 6, 2019 
Beginning at 12:30 PM 

200 Ross Street 
First Floor Hearing Room 

Pittsburgh, PA 15219 
In Attendance: 
 
Members Staff Others  

Lucia M. Aguirre Sharon Spooner Paul Bissell Doug Hart 

Ray Gastil Sarah Quinn Clint Linder Jim Hieber 

Richard Snipe  Chris Gates Stephen Pascal 

Karen Loysen  Nick Kyriazi John Lubarski 

Matthew Falcone  Stephen Connell Harley Pearson 

  John A. Martine  

 
 
Call to Order: 
 
Ms. Aguirre calls the meeting to order and confirms a quorum is present. 
 
Old Business-None. 

New Business: 
 

Approval of Minutes:  In regards to the December meeting minutes, Mr. Falcone moves 
to approve and Mr. Snipe seconds. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; Ms. Aguirre, Mr. Falcone, 
Mr. Snipe, and Mr. Gastil are in favor and Ms. Loysen abstains. Motion carries. 

   
Approval of Issuance of Certificates of Appropriateness:  In regards to the issuance 
of Certificates of Appropriateness in December 2018 and January 2019, Mr. Falcone moves 
to approve and Mr. Snipe seconds. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion 
carries. 

    
Other Business: 
 

1. Ms. Aguirre mentions that two Commissioners have left recently. 

2. Ms. Quinn talks about the process of finding new Commissioners. 

3. Ms. Aguirre mentions that the Commission will need a new Secretary and she would also 

like to have a Vice Chairperson selected. 

4. Ms. Quinn gives and update on the Lawrenceville National Register nomination and plans 

for upcoming grant applications. 

5. Ms. Aguirre asks for a motion to adjourn the meeting until 1:00 pm. 

6. Mr. Falcone moves to adjourn. 

7. Ms. Loysen seconds. 

8. All are in favor and meeting is adjourned. 

9. Ms. Aguirre calls the meeting back to order at 1:05 pm. 

 

Division of Zoning and Development Review  

City of Pittsburgh, Department of City Planning 

200 Ross Street, Third Floor 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15219 



 
 

Adjourn: 
 

Mr. Falcone moves to adjourn. 

Mr. Gastil seconds. 

Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote, all are in favor and meeting is adjourned. 

Minutes of the agenda items follow. 



Pittsburgh HRC – February 6, 2019 

1010 Cedar Avenue             Deutschtown Historic District     

 
Owner:  
Allegheny Inn 
1010 Cedar Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15212 

 
Ward:  23rd 
 
Lot and Block:  23-M-209 

 
Applicant: 
Allegheny Inn 
1010 Cedar Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15212 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  1st 
 
Application Received:  1/18/19 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   After-the-fact HVAC installation. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Douglas Hart steps to the podium representing the owners. He presents 
photos of the installation and talks about the history of the project and the 
proposal. 

2. Ms. Quinn states that any screening would have to be brought back to 
Commission. 

3. Mr. Hart states that he understands that would be the next step. He states that the 
owners are interested in working with the HRC to come to a solution. 

4. Ms. Quinn states that screening of the rooftop units was previously proposed and 
denied. 

5. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment. 

6. Mr. Nick Kyriazi steps to the podium representing the neighborhood group. He 
commends the owners on the job they have done restoring the building. He states 
that as he understands it they have faced a lot of challenges getting the proper 
permits. He states that there is precedent in other cities to use green screening on 
rooftop units, which he believes would be appropriate. 

7. Mr. Chris Gates steps to the podium. He disagrees that the whole neighborhood is 
satisfied with the renovation. He states that the rooftop screening was presented 
and denied, and they are presenting the same application again. He states that the 
photos presented are deceptive and don’t show the visibility of the units. He states 
that the ownership has argued that they would lose parking if they reinstalled the 
units on the ground, but he states that neighboring properties have both HVAC 
units and parking on the ground in the rear. He also talks about the rooftop 
decorative elements that have been removed and never replaced. 

8. Mr. Tim Shivel steps the podium. He would like to correct the record that bad 
advice was provided by him as the contractor. He presents the agreement with the 
owners that states that they wanted the units on the roof and would obtain 
permits. He presents more documentation regarding other work that was done 



including removal of the decorative elements. 

9. Mr. Stephen Pascal steps to the podium. He states that he is incredulous that this 
same issue is back before the Commission. He states that the owners have tried to 
pass the buck many times including to the contractor, who is not responsible. He 
states that the units are sitting on a shed roof that was also not built to the 
approved specifications. He states that the ownership will be before the magistrate 
shortly for these violations. He states that he lives in the same historic district and 
is subject to receiving the same violations and states that there should be equal 
enforcement including when advance approval is not obtained. He presents a letter 
that he wrote to the community in 2015 regarding the history and all the issues 
with the property. 

10. Ms. Aguirre closes public testimony. She asks for comments from the 
Commissioners. 

11. Mr. Falcone states that normally they hear items prior to work being done and not 
after-the-fact. He states that he, for one, is not willing to revisit this issue. 

12. Mr. Gastil agrees and states that it is an unfortunate situation. He states that it 
may have to be a hardship application if it is financially unfeasible to move the 
units. 

13. Ms. Loysen states that she doesn’t see how screening the units on the roof would 
help. 

14. Mr. Gastil states that the code is clear that rooftop units should be inconspicuous, 
and that there are some situations where screening would be appropriate which 
isn’t the case here. 

15. Ms. Aguirre states that she feels that it wouldn’t be fair for the community for the 
HRC to reverse their decision, and that the economic hardship application would 
be the option at this point. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Gastil moves to deny the application. 

2. Mr. Falcone seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – February 6, 2019 

529 Lockhart Street             Deutschtown Historic District     

 
Owner:  
John Lubarski 
529 Lockhart Street 
Pittsburgh, PA 15212 

 
Ward:  23rd 
 
Lot and Block:  9-A-14 

 
Applicant: 
John Lubarski 
529 Lockhart Street 
Pittsburgh, PA 15212 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  1st 
 
Application Received:  1/18/19 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Façade alterations and construction of an addition. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. John Lubarski steps to the podium; he is the owner of the property. He 
explains the project and goes through the presentation. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment. 

3. Mr. Chris Gates steps to the podium. He states that he would like to see more 
information on the façade alterations as well as more views of the addition from 
other vantage points. 

4. Mr. Nick Kyriazi steps to the podium. He does state that the building is a non-
contributing structure but would like to see more information on the façade 
alterations. 

5. Mr. Gastil states that the application can be tabled for more information to be 
provided. 

6. Ms. Loysen agrees with Mr. Gastil and also with the assessment that it is a non-
contributing structure. 

7. Mr. Lubarski states that he was hesitant to spend thousands of dollars on 
architectural drawings to find out that he wouldn’t be able to proceed. 

8. Ms. Quinn states that since everyone agrees it is a non-contributing building, he 
does have some leeway in what he can do. She states that he is maybe still too early 
in the process to receive approval but can consult with an architect at this point 
and then come back. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Falcone moves to table the application for 60 days. 

2. Ms. Loysen seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – February 6, 2019 

1604-1606 E. Carson Street   East Carson Street Historic District     

 
Owner:  
Frank C. Michael Revokable Trust 
PO Box 90161 
Alexandria, VA 22309 

 
Ward:  17th 
 
Lot and Block:  12-E-384 

 
Applicant: 
Nathan Hart 
984 Greenfield Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15217 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  3rd 
 
Application Received:  10/19/18 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Building renovations. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Nathan Hart steps to the podium; he is the architect for the project. He 
explains the project and goes through the updated presentation. 

2. Mr. Gastil asks about the existing conditions. 

3. Mr. Hart shows the photos and talks about the existing conditions and materials. 

4. Mr. Falcone asks about the door at the left and the infill of the transom. 

5. Mr. Hart states that he would prefer a glass transom but the client asked for a solid 
panel. 

6. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment. 

7. Mr. John Martine steps to the podium representing the LRC. He states that it is an 
improvement over the previous application and they are happy with it. He talks 
about the transom and states that traditionally it would be glass possibly with an 
address on it. 

8. Ms. Aguirre states for the record that an email was also received from the LRC. She 
also asks about the materials for the storefont flooring. 

9. Mr. Hart talks about the materials. 

10. Mr. Falcone asks if there is mosaic tile paneling. 

11. Mr. Hart states that there is and they plan on keeping it. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Gastil moves to approve the storefront renovations. 

2. Mr. Falcone moves to amend the motion to retain the existing glass transom and 
to work with staff on the door configuration 

3. Ms. Loysen asks about the tile at the entry. 



4. Mr. Hart states that he would be fine with keeping it as a condition of approval. 

5. Mr. Gastil reintroduces the motion to approve with the conditions that in the left 
doorway the solid panel be replaced with a translucent transom and that the 
mosaic flooring in the right entry be retained. 

6. Mr. Snipe seconds. 

7. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – February 6, 2019 

1611 Davis Avenue 
Morrow School 

                                  
                                 Individual Landmark     

 
Owner:  
Mike McNamara  
PPS 
1305 Muriel Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15203 

 
Ward:  27th 
 
Lot and Block:  75-C-89 

 
Applicant: 
Harley Pearson 
Core Architects 
360 Lincoln Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15202 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:   
 
Application Received:  1/18/19 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Construction of an addition. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Harley Pearson steps to the podium; he is the architect for the project. He 
states that they have made some alterations to the proposed addition and shows 
the updated presentation. He also talks about possible issues with obtaining the 
proposed copper and presents an aluminum alternative in the same color in case 
the copper is not available. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. 

3. Ms. Loysen states that she thinks the fencing is not original to the building and 
questions the need to replicate it for this new portion. 

4. Mr. Pearson states that it was part of the plan to refinish it, although he agrees that 
it might be better to remove it. He does state that in some sections a fence is 
needed for safety. 

5. Ms. Loysen suggests, in the areas where it is not needed for safety, that 
landscaping be used instead. 

6. Ms. Quinn states that as it is not on the application today, they would need a new 
application and specs. 

7. Mr. Stephen Connell steps to the podium from Pittsburgh Public Schools. He 
states that heavy vegetation is a safety concern as people could hide in it. 

8. Ms. Aguirre asks if the condition with the preservation of the masonry opening 
from last time was resolved. 

9. Mr. Pearson states that it has been resolved and is shown in the updated plan. 

10. Mr. Gastil appreciates Ms. Loysen’s comments although he thinks the fencing is 
more prominent on the rendering. He also wants to recognize the preservation 
efforts of the Pittsburgh Public Schools. 

11. Mr. Falcone states that part of the significance of the schools is their evolution over 



time which the fencing is part of. He states that he would like to see the fencing in 
a less bright color. 

12. Mr. Pearson agrees. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Falcone moves to approve including the alternate material if the copper is not 
available. 

2. Mr. Snipe seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – February 6, 2019 

1316-1318 Juniata Street                Manchester Historic District     

 
Owner:  
BNF Properties LLC 
643 Smithfield Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15222 

 
Ward:  21st 
 
Lot and Block:  22-K-75,76 

 
Applicant: 
BNF Properties LLC 
643 Smithfield Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15222 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  6th 
 
Application Received:  1/18/19 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Reconstruction of front porches. 

Discussion: 

1. Ms. Becky Halberson steps to the podium representing the ownership of the 
properties. She goes through the proposal for new wooden porches and the 
alternate options based on work with staff. 

2. The Commission discusses the proposal. 

3. Mr. Gastil states that the proposal is a good start and the Commission can say that 
they encourage the direction that they are going and can table the application for 
more information. 

4. Ms. Loysen agrees and states that they can submit more images rather than a 
narrative description. 

5. Ms. Aguirre agrees and states that they can also submit more information on 
materials and colors. 

6. Mr. Falcone states that he would like to see specs on the doors and windows. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Falcone moves to table the application for 30 days. 

2. Ms. Loysen seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – February 6, 2019 

1427 Juniata Street                Manchester Historic District     

 
Owner:  
Kelly & Clint Linder 
1427 Juniata Street  
Pittsburgh, Pa 15233 

 
Ward:  21st 
 
Lot and Block:  22-K-129 

 
Applicant: 
Bob Baumbach 
900 Middle Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15212 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  6th 
 
Application Received:  1/18/18 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Construction of rear garage. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Bob Baumbach steps to the podium; he is the architect for the project. He 
explains the project and goes through the presentation. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Gastil moves to approve. 

2. Mr. Snipe seconds. 

3. Ms. Loysen asks about the colors. 

4. Mr. Baumbach states that they haven’t gotten to that point but he would 
discourage the client from white. He shows the colors of the house and states that 
colors would probably compliment that. He states that he can submit the colors 
once they are chosen. 

5. Ms. Quinn states that the guidelines don’t specify colors but she would suggest 
earth tones. 

6. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – February 6, 2019 

909 Liberty Avenue             Penn-Liberty Historic District     

 
Owner:  
Anthony Wincko 
909 Liberty LLC 
3471 Babcock Blvd Ste 205 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15237 

 
Ward:  2nd 
 
Lot and Block:  9-N-59 

 

Applicant: 
John Martine 
Strada Architecture 
611 William Penn Pl Ste 700 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15219 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  6th 
 
Application Received:  1/18/19 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Storefront renovations. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. John Martine steps to the podium; he is the architect for the project. He 
explains the project and goes through the presentation. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. 

3. Mr. Falcone asks if the existing storefront configuration has been in place since the 
‘20s. 

4. Mr. Martine states that they think some portions are. They do plan to salvage the 
trim and replicate it if they get permission to reconfigure the storefront. 

5. The Commission discusses the application. 

 Motion: 

1. Ms. Loysen moves to approve. 

2. Mr. Snipe seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; Ms. Loysen, Mr. Snipe, and Mr. Gastil are in favor, Mr. 
Falcone is opposed, and Ms. Aguirre abstains. Motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – December 5, 2018 

947 Penn Avenue                  Penn-Liberty Historic District     

 
Owner:  
947 Penn LLC 
1801 E Carson Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15203 

 
Ward:  2nd 
 
Lot and Block:  9-N-135 
 

 
Applicant: 
Ashley Woolett 
947 Penn LLC 
1801 E Carson Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15203 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  6th 
 
Application Received:  11/15/18 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Installation of operable storefront and signage. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Adam DeSimone steps to the podium. He also introduces his 
architect/designer Mr. Smith. 

2. Mr. Smith states that they have done a little more investigating and can better 
answer the Commission’s questions. He goes through the presentation. 

3. Ms. Quinn asks if they have a drawing showing the rest of the building. 

4. Mr. DeSimone states that they have some images and shows on the images the 
alterations that they will be making. 

5. Mr. Smith shows how the signage will be attached. 

6. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. She states that last time the 
Commission did have concerns about the amount of signage. 

7. Mr. Falcone agrees that there is too much signage. 

8. Mr. DeSimone asks how they should handle the two separate storefronts under the 
same business. 

9. Ms. Quinn suggests looking at the zoning code as she doesn’t believe that the 
signage conforms.  

10. Mr. Gastil states that they can talk about having staff review final drawings on the 
operable windows to confirm the details of the mullions, etc. 

11. Ms. Quinn states that she will need final drawings before issuing approval. 

12. The Commission discusses the signage. 

13. Mr. DeSimone states that they can look at keeping one of the signs as shown and 
working with staff to develop signage for the other side. 

14. Ms. Aguirre states that the signage should come back to Commission. 



 Motion: 

1. Mr. Gastil moves to approve with the condition that the signage be brought back to 
the Commission at a future date and that the details of the operable windows 
regarding the historic mullions be brought to staff.  

2. Mr. Falcone seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – February 6, 2019 

Southside Presbyterian Church 
1926 Sarah Street 

                          
               Historic Nomination     

 
Owner: 
Southside Presbyterian Church 
1926 Sarah Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15203 

 
Ward: 17th 
 
Lot and Block:  12-K-129 

 
Nominator: 
Southside Presbyterian Church/Matthew Falcone 
 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  3rd 
 
Nomination Received:  12/20/18 
 

National Register Status: Listed:  Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Nomination for historic designation. 

Discussion: 

1. Ms. Quinn gives a short presentation on the nomination. She states that the church 
is significant under Criterion 3, exemplification of an architectural type, style or 
design distinguished by innovation, rarity, uniqueness, or overall quality of design, 
detail, materials, or craftsmanship, Criterion 7, association with important 
cultural or social aspects or events in the history of the City of Pittsburgh, the State 
of Pennsylvania, the Mid-Atlantic region, or the United States, and Criterion 10, 
unique location and distinctive physical appearance or presence representing an 
established and familiar visual feature of a neighborhood, community, or the City 
of Pittsburgh. She states that the building retains integrity as well. 

2. The Commission discusses the nomination and reviews the pictures. 

 Motion: 

1. Ms. Loysen moves to find the nomination viable based on Criteria 3, 7, and 10. 

2. Mr. Gastil seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 
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