
Pittsburgh Shade Tree Commission 

March 20th 2019 

 3rd floor DPW large conference room 

Minutes 

 

1.  Jamil Bey motioned to approve January minutes with noted corrections; under members in 

attendance, Alison Kenting is misspelled and should read Alison Keating. Under section 3 

Tree Pittsburgh report, last paragraph should read Parks Conservancy (in place of Tree 

Pittsburgh) hopes to harvest seedlings from the genetic materials found in the trees in 

Schenley Park. Andrea K second the motion. The motion carried. 

2.  City Forester report- Lisa C. updated the commission with forestry division 2018 Year to 

date management report. Forestry Division received a new Mini Skid Steer with multiple 

attachments this month. Lisa C. is currently scheduling Lunch and Learns with local 

authorities. Lisa has met with the URA and Tree Tenders, hoping to meet with permits next. 

The goal is to have at least 2 tree tenders per Authority. Lisa is also working with Enright 

Court development on a re-beautification project. She is hoping to be awarded a Tree City 

USA Grant from Bank of America to help assist with the project. Mardi I, asked Lisa for 

insight on Treekeeper since it was moved to Birds Eye View. Derrick B. gave a quick 

demonstration on how to use the Birds Eye View webpage. 

3.  Tree Pittsburgh Report- Matt updated the Commission on Tree Pittsburgh operations. Tree 

Pittsburgh staff and volunteers pruned 798 trees in 2018 (when the Winter Pruning Crew was 

not funded.) This year's Winter Pruning Crew has already pruned 1000 trees. The hope is that 

Tree Pittsburgh staff and volunteers will prune 1800 trees before year’s end. Many of the 

early TreeVitalize trees that were planted are now beyond the reach of volunteers and staff. 

To fully implement the Street Tree Management Plan, the pruning cycle outlined needs to be 

implemented so that these trees receive the needed maintenance. Street tree plantings are not 

keeping pace with the removals, additional street trees need to be planted or we face a 

shrinking urban forest. Tree Pittsburgh’s education center will be hosting an ordinance 

workshop for Allegheny County municipalities on March 22. There is a fund raiser 

“TreeHouses cocktail party” scheduled for Saturday March 23rd 2019. 3 new nursery staff 

members were hired this year. In the next month, a Volunteers and Special Events 

Coordinator will be hired and will manage giving away 1,500 2-3 gallon container trees. Tree 

Pittsburgh has a planting with Allegheny Cemetery on April 6th to plant 40 balled and burlap 

trees. There will also be a planting on April 19th 2019 with Chatham University. Matt E. will 
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be hosting another Tree walk on April 23rd in the Allegheny Cemetery from 6-8pm. The 17 

year Cicada insects are coming back this spring/summer. They lay their eggs in branches, and 

small twigs. Alicia C. suggested to have a joint effort to provide the public with information    

regarding Cicada issues and prevention measures. Matt was asked to provide information for 

a release. 

4.  Chatham University initiative report- Jesse Solomon presented the commission with tree 

information packets. Members are asked to comment on content, although it was noted that 

Jesse did a good job representing accurate information. Jesse also designed a new logo to 

represent the PSTC. A lengthy discussion took place regarding logo design, Alicia will check 

on city requirements. Instagram could be used for outreach, Chatham is able to help.  Jesse 

will present final documents during our April meeting. 

5.  New Business- Kristin moved to approve up to $1000 for the Park Rangers to plant trees 

with local schools. Jamil B. seconded the motion. The motion passed.  

6.  Old Business – Mardi noted the November 2018 motion approved to fund the Tree 

Pittsburgh capital campaign in 2019 for $50,000 was not clear after the motion was amended 

to reference completing the nursery. Isler stated that the most straightforward way to correct 

the error would be to have a motion to rescind the November 2018 motion which stated 

“Kristin motioned to approve $50,000 for 2019 Tree Pittsburgh Building fund. Mary 

seconded the motion.  After discussion, Kristin amended the motion to include that the budget 

detail for the $50,000 will be sent to the Commission for approval, completing the nursery is 

one option. Mary agreed to the amendment. Following the discussion, Jamil B. motioned to 

rescind the motion referenced above.  Mary S. seconded the motion. Matt E. Abstained. The 

motion carried.  

Matt provided the Tree Pittsburgh overall budget information for the building as requested by 

the Commission in November.  Mardi then asked for a motion to approve funding for the 

Jamil moved and Mary seconded a motion to approve $50,000 for Tree Pittsburgh to be 

applied to the 62nd Street capital campaign.  Matt E abstained.  The motion carried. 

Kristen motioned to approve Tree Pittsburgh's request for $25,000 for 2019 Summer Tree Care 

Crew, $6,000 for mulch, and $6,555 for an Arbor Day seedling giveaway in Market Square, 

Andrea seconded the motion, Matt abstained, the motion carried.  

6.  Announcements: 

Lisa C. updated the commission on Holiday Tree Collections. Alicia reminded the 

commission that wood chips are available for neighborhood community gardens.  

The mayor’s office is initiating Wont You Be My Neighbor Event. We are thinking about 

doing a “Mulch You Be My Neighbor” event. 

Friends of the Riverfront will be doing Eliza Furnace Trail planting in the future.  

 

Issues surrounding a Tree of Life memorial tree planting were discussed, no agreement has 

been reached as to what type of memorial is appropriate. Further it was noted that when 

tragedies occur, victim’s families and survivors need to be involved in any memorial effort, 

and this has not yet happened. We will wait to hear from the Jewish Community. 

Mary motioned to adjourn.   


