
 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of February 6, 2019 
Beginning at 12:30 PM 

200 Ross Street 
First Floor Hearing Room 

Pittsburgh, PA 15219 
In Attendance: 
 
Members Staff Others  
Lucia M. Aguirre Sharon Spooner David Drossart LaShawn Burton-Faulk 
Ray Gastil Sarah Quinn John Lubarski Karim Alshurafa 
Richard Snipe  Richard A. Miller Ron Graziano 
Karen Loysen  Andrew Bailey Sergei Matveiev 
  Carole Malakoff Jim McMullen 
  Karamagi Rujumba Kathy Hamilton-Vargo 

 
 
Call to Order: 
 
Ms. Aguirre calls the meeting to order and confirms a quorum is present. 
 
Old Business-None. 

New Business: 
 

Approval of Minutes:  In regards to the February 2019 meeting minutes, Ms. Loysen 
moves to approve and Mr. Snipe seconds. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and 
motion carries. 

   
Approval of Issuance of Certificates of Appropriateness:  In regards to the issuance 
of Certificates of Appropriateness in February 2019, Mr. Snipe moves to approve and Ms. 
Loysen. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

    
Other Business: 
 

1. Ms. Quinn talks about ongoing projects in the department. 
2. The Commission discusses ongoing projects and concerns including district guidelines. 

 
Adjourn: 

 
Mr. Gastil moves to adjourn. 

Ms. Loysen seconds. 

Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote, all are in favor and meeting is adjourned. 

Minutes of the agenda items follow. 

Division of Zoning and Development Review  
City of Pittsburgh, Department of City Planning 

200 Ross Street, Third Floor 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15219 



Pittsburgh HRC – March 6, 2019 

529 Lockhart Street             Deutschtown Historic District     

 
Owner:  
John Lubarski 
529 Lockhart Street 
Pittsburgh, PA 15212 

 
Ward:  23rd 
 
Lot and Block:  9-A-14 

 
Applicant: 
John Lubarski 
529 Lockhart Street 
Pittsburgh, PA 15212 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  1st 
 
Application Received:  1/18/19 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  
Proposed Changes:   Façade alterations and construction of an addition. 

Discussion: 
1. Mr. John Lubarski steps to the podium; he is the owner of the property. He 

presents revised materials and explains his proposal. He states that he doesn’t 
have additional information for the addition but states that it will not be visible 
from the street. 

2. Mr. Gastil states that there is not enough information for them to review the 
application. He states that they can consider giving guidance and can table the 
application. He asks what the date of the building is. 

3. Mr. Lubarski says 1945, and that it was originally a coffin warehouse. 

4. Mr. Gastil asks if the window opening are original. 

5. Mr. Lubarski says they are. 

6. Mr. Gastil states that he believes that it may be a challenge to have floor to ceiling 
windows in this district and would recommend reconsidering it. He states that the 
projecting element may also be an issue. He states that they will need additional 
information to establish that the addition won’t be visible. 

7. Ms. Loysen asks if the Commission did establish last time that the building is non-
contributing. 

8. Ms. Aguirre says that they did; she asks for public comment. 

9. Mr. Nick Kyriazi steps to the podium. He states that he believes that taller and 
wider windows with a veranda may be appropriate but he would want to see the 
drawings. 

10. Ms. Loysen states that there is more flexibility with a non-contributing building 
but they will still need to see final drawings and make sure that the addition is not 
visible from the alley. 

11. Mr. Gastil agrees. He states that they can table the application without a 
predetermined time. 



 Motion: 
1. Mr. Gastil moves to table with the understanding that the applicant will meet with 

staff to review drawing requirements before returning to Commission. 

2. Mr. Snipe seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – March 6, 2019 

600 Pressley Street             Deutschtown Historic District     

 
Owner:  
Karim Alshurafa 
Modern Touch Properties 
1672 Heritage Drive 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15237 

 
Ward:  23rd 
 
Lot and Block:  9-A-37 

 
Applicant: 
Karim Alshurafa 
Modern Touch Properties 
1672 Heritage Drive 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15237 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  1st 
 
Application Received:  2/11/19 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  
Proposed Changes:   Building renovations including construction of dormers. 

Discussion: 
1. Mr. Karim Alshurafa steps to the podium; he is the owner of the property. He 

states that he purchased the property a few months ago but understands that the 
owner had done some work without approval. 

2. Ms. Quinn states that the property does have violations with the work that was 
done on the front. She submits an email from Commissioner Matthew Falcone 
with comments and more historical information. 

3. Ms. Aguirre reads Mr. Falcone’s comments into the record and the Commissioners 
view the photo provided of the conditions prior to the current owner. 

4. Mr. Gastil states that Mr. Falcone’s comments will be part of the public record and 
shared with the applicant. 

5. Ms. Aguirre states that Mr. Falcone has some suggestions for a more appropriate 
renovation based on properties that were renovated nearby. 

6. Mr. Gastil clarifies the status of the unapproved renovations and states that they 
can table the application to share the information with the applicant and for the 
applicant to meet with staff. 

7. Mr. Alshurafa states that they are amenable to that as they are concerned about 
renovating in a historically appropriate manner, but they are also concerned with 
cost. 

8. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment. 

9. Mr. Nick Kyriazi steps to the podium. He states that Carol Peterson did point this 
out as a pre-civil War house that has been modified several times over the years. 
He states that the best way to have renovated this would have been to take off all 
the accretions and locate the original door and window openings, but everything 
has been covered over. He states that a dormer could be appropriate if it was 
carefully done. 



 Motion: 
1. Mr. Gastil moves to table for 30 days for applicant to meet with staff and review 

the correspondence. 

2. Ms. Loysen seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – March 6, 2019 

840 W. North Avenue 
Allegheny City Stables 

             
                           Individual Landmark    

 
Owner:  
Stables Development, LP 
322 N Shore Drive, Suite 200 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15212 

 
Ward:  22nd 
 
Lot and Block:  23-N-135 

 
Applicant: 
Stables Development, LP 
322 N Shore Drive, Suite 200 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15212 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  1st 
 
Application Received:  2/15/19 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  
Proposed Changes:   Alteration to previously-approved windows. 

Discussion: 
1. Mr. Richard Miller steps to the podium representing the ownership of the 

property. He explains the proposal for alternate windows and goes through the 
presentation. He presents a sample of the proposed windows. 

2. Mr. Jim McMullen steps to the podium and gives some additional information. He 
states that the proposed windows for the existing building have been used in other 
historic districts and were presumably approved by the LRC. The proposed 
windows on the new building are vinyl instead of the originally proposed 
aluminum. 

3. Ms. Quinn asks if they are going for historic tax credits. 

4. The applicants state that they are not at this time. 

5. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment. 

6. Ms. Carole Malakoff steps to the podium representing the Allegheny West LRC. 
She gives some history on the project as the LRC has been involved in the property 
since 2007 when the process was started for individual historic designation. She 
talks about the previous hearings before the HRC in 2016 and the window and 
door specifications that were approved at that time. She states that the new 
building is on a piece of property that is not designated, but they would like to see 
some continuity between the new building and the old one. She states that the LRC 
did meet with the applicants and doesn’t believe that the windows with the false 
mullions are appropriate. They also think that the main doors should be 
redesigned to look like a stable door. 

7. Ms. Aguirre asks for additional public comment; there is none. She asks for 
comments from the Commissioners. 

8. Ms. Loysen states that the dilemma with window projects in historic districts is 
that the profiles of the mullions change once you add insulated glass, and false 
mullions are the only way to get the original look and profile. 



9. Ms. Malakoff steps back to the podium. She states that the LRC recommends that 
they should look into other options, such as using single pane glass and installing 
storm windows on the interior for energy efficiency. 

10. Mr. Andy Bailey steps to the podium to provide additional public comment. He 
states that he lives in the Mexican War Streets and did install interior storm 
windows and talks about some of the issues he had. 

11. Ms. Malakoff steps back to the podium. She states that the Commission deals with 
only the exterior of the building, and the LRC does as well.  

12. Ms. Aguirre asks for additional comments from the Commissioners. 

13. Mr. Gastil states that there are two items at hand, the window in the designated 
building and the doors in the designated building. He states that the proposed 
windows do have false mullions and are aluminum clad but both are very carefully 
done. He talks about the door proposal. 

14. Ms. Loysen comments on the door and states that she would like to see something 
that looks more like a full barn door with glass behind it. 

15. The Commission discusses the windows and doors. 

16. Ms. Loysen asks if they have jurisdiction over the new construction. 

17. Mr. Gastil states that he doesn’t believe they can comment on it. 

 Motion: 
1. Ms. Loysen moves to approve. 

2. Mr. Gastil seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – March 6, 2019 

315 Grandview Avenue 
Mt. Washington Library 

             
                           Individual Landmark    

 
Owner:  
Ron Graziano 
Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh 
4400 Forbes Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15213 

 
Ward:  19th 
 
Lot and Block:  1-P-44 

 
Applicant: 
Sergei Matveiev 
20 Brilliant Avenue #200F 
Pittsburgh, PA 15215 
 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  1st 
 
Application Received:  1/28/19 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  
Proposed Changes:   Building renovations including rear addition. 

Discussion: 
1. Mr. Sergei Matveiev steps to the podium; he is the architect for the project. He also 

introduces Ron Graziano, the Director of Facilities for the Carnegie libraries. He 
states that this is the last library to undergo renovations in the system, and talks 
about the issues with the building and their proposals for renovation. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. She asks for comments from 
the Commissioners. 

3. Ms. Aguirre states that the only portion that will be visible is the ramp. 

4. Mr. Matveiev says that is the only portion that will be visible from Grandview 
Avenue. 

5. Ms. Loysen asks about the roofing material for the projecting canopy/awning area 
on the new addition. 

6. Mr. Matveiev shows the section of the drawings and talks about the material 

 Motion: 
1. Mr. Gastil moves to approve the building renovations and rear addition. 

2. Mr. Snipe seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; Ms. Aguirre, Mr. Gastil, and Mr. Snipe are in favor and 
Ms. Loysen abstains. Motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – March 6, 2019 

1515-17 Bidwell Street             Manchester Historic District     

 
Owner:  
Landmarks Development Corporation 

 
Ward: 21st 
 
Lot and Block:  22-L-167 

 
Applicant: 
citySTUDIO 
5150 Penn Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15224 
 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  6th 
 
Application Received:  2/14/19 
 

National Register Status: Listed:  Eligible:  
Proposed Changes:   Building renovations including rear addition. 

Discussion: 
1. Mr. Ryan England steps to the podium; he is the architect for the project. He states 

that they would like to apply for 1515 as well as matching work next door at 1517. 
He talks about the issues with 1515, and goes through the proposal and 
presentation. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment. 

3. Ms. Lashawn Burton-Faulk steps to the podium; she is the Executive Director of 
Manchester Citizens Corporation. She states that they are in full support of the 
project and that PHLF has been in the neighborhood for 50 years and has done 
good work. 

4. Ms. Aguirre states that two emails were received from the neighborhood groups 
requesting to table the applications. 

5. Ms. Burton-Faulk states that having seen the project they now offer their support 
instead. She states that she is here on behalf of both groups. 

6. Ms. Loysen asks about the wall collapse. 

7. Mr. England talks about the structural issues. 

8. Ms. Burton-Faulk confirms this type of structural issue in the neighborhood. 

9. Ms. Aguirre asks about colors. 

10. Mr. England states that they would like to pick new colors but can have them 
reviewed by staff if possible. 

11. Ms. Quinn states that before an approval can be issued they will need to submit 
materials specifications. 

 



 Motion: 
1. Ms. Loysen moves to approve with final materials specs including windows and 

doors as well as colors to be submitted to staff. 

2. Mr.  Snipe seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – March 6, 2019 

1304 Manhattan Street             Manchester Historic District     

 
Owner:  
Manhattan Church Lofts LLC 

 
Ward: 21st 
 
Lot and Block:  22-P-172 

 
Applicant: 
citySTUDIO 
5150 Penn Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15224 
 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  6th 
 
Application Received:  2/14/19 
 

National Register Status: Listed:  Eligible:  
Proposed Changes:   Replacement of stained glass windows. 

Discussion: 
1. Mr. Ryan England steps to the podium; he is the architect for the project. He 

explains that Ms. Burton-Faulk is here from the community to ask for a 
postponement for community engagement. He states that the client is opposed to 
postponement and would like to present the same application again from October 
to remove the stained-glass windows in order to receive a denial and be able to 
apply for economic hardship. 

2. Ms. Lashawn Burton-Faulk steps to the podium. She talks about the issues with 
the building and requests a postponement to pursue some other options with the 
ownership and community. 

3. Ms. Quinn states that PLI already has this property in court for other violations. 

4. Mr. Gastil states that since this is the same application that was submitted in 
October and already denied in part, they want to be aware that tabling the 
application would mean that the application could be improved. He defers to the 
Chair’s judgement whether they want to hear the proposal again before deciding. 

5. Ms. Aguirre states that she would hear the proposal but asks the applicant if the 
ownership is willing to meet and work with the community. 

6. Mr. England states that they would be willing to do that. 

7. Ms. Aguirre states that in that case they can table the application so that can 
happen. 

8. Mr. England wants to make it clear that the ownership is looking for a denial 
rather than postponement. 

9. Mr. Gastil states that it is clear and has been entered into the record. 

10. Mr. Snipe agrees with postponement to meet with the community. 



 Motion: 
1. Mr. Snipe moves to table the application for 30 days. 

2. Mr. Gastil seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – March 6, 2019 

1219 Monterey Street Mexican War Streets Historic District     

 
Owner:  
Andrew Bailey 
1219 Monterey Street  
Pittsburgh, Pa 15212 

 
Ward: 22nd 
 
Lot and Block:  23-J-279 

 
Applicant: 
Andrew Bailey 
1219 Monterey Street  
Pittsburgh, Pa 15212 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  1st 
 
Application Received:  2/7/19 
 

National Register Status: Listed:  Eligible:  
Proposed Changes:   Roof replacement with alternate product. 

Discussion: 
1. Mr. Andrew Bailey steps to the podium; he is the owner of the property. He goes 

through the presentation and explains his proposal. He also introduces Dave 
Drossart from the roofing company. 

2. The Commission discusses the application. 

3. Mr. Bailey states that he would prefer the Commission not deny the application 
just based on the scoring issue. He states that his would be the first of this type of 
roof in the city, although the company has done several houses in the suburbs. He 
states that the company can provide examples of these.  He states that he knows 
that composite roofs have been approved in other historic districts, and he would 
like to take the next step to metal for energy efficiency. 

4. Mr. Gastil states that energy efficiency is important to the city and he appreciates 
that this is a new material beyond the composite or ceramic slate products that 
they have seen before. He thinks that they should possibly take a longer look at 
this and could table the application if they would like to see more examples or 
more information. 

5. Ms. Loysen would appreciate photos of other properties that have the roofing. 

6. Ms. Aguirre agrees especially since this would be setting a precedent. 

7. Ms. Quinn states that it would be good to know if there are different sizes of 
shingles and examples of those and addresses and photos of other locations where 
this roofing is installed. 

 Motion: 
1. Mr. Gastil moves to table the application for 30 days. 

2. Ms. Loysen seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – March 6, 2019 

Southside Presbyterian Church 
1926 Sarah Street 

                          
               Historic Nomination     

 
Owner: 
Southside Presbyterian Church 
1926 Sarah Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15203 

 
Ward: 17th 
 
Lot and Block:  12-K-129 

 
Nominator: 
Southside Presbyterian Church/Matthew Falcone 
 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  3rd 
 
Nomination Received:  12/20/18 
 

National Register Status: Listed:  Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Nomination for historic designation. 

Discussion: 
1. Ms. Kathy Hamilton-Vargo steps to the podium representing the church. She 

thanks the commission for their work with historic buildings and thanks them for 
considering this nomination. She talks about the church and states that support 
for the nomination was unanimous in their organization. She talks about the 
buildings history and importance as part of its Southside neighborhood. 

2. Ms. Aguirre restates for the record that the church was found to be significant 
under Criterion 3, exemplification of an architectural type, style or design 
distinguished by innovation, rarity, uniqueness, or overall quality of design, detail, 
materials, or craftsmanship, Criterion 7, association with important cultural or 
social aspects or events in the history of the City of Pittsburgh, the State of 
Pennsylvania, the Mid-Atlantic region, or the United States, and Criterion 10, 
unique location and distinctive physical appearance or presence representing an 
established and familiar visual feature of a neighborhood, community, or the City 
of Pittsburgh. She states that the building retains integrity as well. 

3. Mr. Gastil adds that the church has a high degree of integrity as well, thanks to the 
congregation that has preserved their resource. He thanks the pastor and 
congregation for their efforts and looks forward to the designation. 

 Motion: 

1. Ms. Aguirre moves to recommend the nomination for historic designation based 
on Criteria 3, 7, and 10. 

2. Mr. Gastil seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 
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