
Pittsburgh Shade Tree Commission 

April 17th 2019 Minutes  

 3rd floor DPW large conference room 

Minutes 

 

 

1.  Matt motioned to approve the March minutes, James seconded the motion. The motion 

carried. 

2.  Chatham Initiative Update- Jesse updated the commission on the new PSTC logo. Mardi 

suggested to change the color scheme of the Bus Shelters design to make the printed words 

more legible. A discussion took place regarding the STC logo and what information should 

be included on the STC mission statement. It was determined that Kristin S. will set up 

Instagram account. A discussion took place regarding communicating and how information 

should be exchanged. It was determined that Forestry Division will get information printed 

through the City’s Print Shop. Matt E. will edit and make any content corrections needed for 

the Brochure, Kristin S. will get Chatham Marketing to make changes.  

3.  City Forester Report-    Lisa C. gave the STC an update on forestry operations. DPW 

administration approved a new Mini Skid Steer and Auger, it has been delivered. Forestry is 

working to organize a department wide chainsaw safety class for DPW laborers. Forestry 

Division is hoping to assist with volunteer tree planting in Highland Park at two oak wilt 

sites. Lisa is working on the Earth Day executive order. Lisa is setting up “lunch and learns” 

with different department staff. Lisa is also working with Tree Pittsburgh to get employees 

within the different authorities “Tree Tender Certified.” Forestry is also working with I&P 

with mapping our permit fee.  

Lisa informed the Commission that the Hays woods greenway parcel will remain mostly as a 

park site. A discussion followed with a concern about the old growth forest that will be cut as 

part of the planned Phase 3 at the Summerset at Frick. It was noted that some of the most 

pristine forest in the city is in this area.  Lisa is following up with a meeting with the URA. 

4.  Tree Pittsburgh Report-     Matt E. updated the commission with Tree Pittsburgh 

operations report. Tree Pittsburgh’s planting season is underway. The landscaping for the 
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new building is underway. There is a Tree planting at Allegheny Cemetery and at Chatham 

University. A tree planting with Taylor Allderdice is also scheduled as well as with Quaker 

Valley school district. The Arbor Day seedling Giveaway is scheduled for April 26th from 11-

2 in Market Square. Plans also include hiring a Community Forester.  

5.  Tree Vitalize Update-  Jeff Bergman Western Pennsylvania Conservancy Tree Vitalize 

Director gave a presentation about the program. Jeff explained to the commission how the 

program works and the goals for  WPC and its partners. Jeff explained that the WPC gets 

about $100,000 of their funding from DCNR that is used for parks and trails and anything 

outside of the City of Pittsburgh. Tree Vitalize program is program planting the majority of 

the street trees within city limits. The Tree Vitalize program has a 90% survival rate. One of 

the reasons the survival rate was so high is because the of the fact that Tree Tenders are 

integrated into the program.   

Jeff also updated the commission on other WPC programs, for example the Red Bud Project 

is in Phase 3. WPC is also improving Riparian and other park sites throughout the city. WPC 

supports the Student Conservancy Association Summer Roving Crew, (a high school 

program.)  

6.  Old Business- Jamil B. made a motion for the PSTC at approve $1,000 for mulch, box 

lunches and t-shirts for the City of Pittsburgh Annual Mulch Madness event (soon to be 

rebranded). Rebecca seconded the motion, Matt E abstained. The motion carried.  

7.  New Business- Lisa announced that the Utility Arborist Specialist position has been 

approved by the director and a job description is being finalized.  In September of 2018, 

James motioned to fund the utility specialist position for 2 years with an analysis of 

effectiveness to review the potential to share the cost for 3rd year and have the city continue 

to fund the position moving forward.  Rebecca seconded the motion and the motion carried. 

Lisa asked that the STC restate the previously approved motion to delete the portion of the 

motion that states “the city will agree to fund the position going forward.” James S. motioned 

and Kristin S seconded the motion to “remove the portion of the motion previously approved 

stating that the city will fund the position going forward.” The motion carried.  

8.  Announcements - Lisa will be on the radio (90.5 FM WESA) on Arbor Day discussing 

the City’s Tree canopy.  

Social Media Task Force volunteers are as follows Alicia Carberry, Rebecca Keirnan, Kristin 

Spirl, and Andrea Ketzal.  

Mardi noted the resignation of Molly Stephany and stated how good she was as a 

commission member who was also committed to improving the tree canopy and planting 

street trees in Lawrenceville.  Richard Butler also resigned, he was a dedicated commission 

member who worked on tree activities in the West End.  Both will be missed. 

Mary motioned to adjourn. 


