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CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of March 12, 2019    
Beginning at 2:25 p.m. 

 
 
PRESENT OF THE COMMISSION: Chairwoman Christine Mondor,  

Brown, Burton-Faulk, Deitrick, Dick (via 
telephone), O’Neill 
 

PRESENT OF THE STAFF: Gastil, Layman, Rakus, Ray, Miller 
 

 

 
AGENDA ITEMS COVERED IN THESE MINUTES 

Item Page No. 

1. 18-PDP-00042, 5803 Centre Ave., New Mixed Use Structure 2 

2. Revised South Side 22nd Street Planned Community, 92-94 
South 22nd Street, 16th Ward 

7 

3. The Goode Plan, 410-17 West Jefferson Street, 25th Ward 7 

4. Piacentini-Steckel Consolidation, 2613 Mount Royal Road, 14th 
Ward 

8 

5. First 7 Wood Consolidation Plan, 1st Ave (1-M-88) 1st Ward   8 

6. Coast Properties LLC Subdivision, 1218 Sherman Avenue and 
1219 Veto Street, 22nd Ward 

9 

7. 5542 Penn Avenue Consolidation Plan, 5542 Penn Avenue, 8th 
Ward 

9 

8. Hazelwood Green Plan No. 1 Second Avenue (55-J-110), 5th 
Ward 

10 

 
Ms. Mondor chaired today’s meeting and called the meeting to order. 
 
Appointment of Acting Secretary 
 
On motion by Ms. Burton-Faulk and seconded by Mr. Brown, Ms. Deitrick was 
appointed as Acting Secretary of today’s meeting.  Roll call, all ayes.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Ms. O’Neill left the meeting. 
 
A. ACTION ON THE MINUTES  
 

On a motion duly moved by Ms. Burton-Faulk and seconded by Ms. 
Deitrick the minutes from the February 12, 2019 meeting were approved.     
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B. CORRESPONDENCE (See Attachment B for staff reports.) 
 

Ms. Mondor stated that the Commission was in receipt of       
correspondence: 
 

 Letter from Dan Holland and Dr. Kasia Sudol opposing the 
development of 5803 Centre Avenue. 

 Appeal on behalf of Scenic Pittsburgh regarding the Pittsburgh 
Symphony Signage. 

 Letter from Melissa McSwigan opposing the development of 5803 
Centre Avenue. 

 
C. DEVELOPMENT REVIEWS  (See Attachment C for staff reports.) 
 
1. Hearing and Action:  18-PDP-00042, 5803 Centre Avenue, Mixed Use 

Structure 
      

Ms. Rakus made a presentation in accord with the attached staff report.  
Ms. Rakus recommended approval of the proposal. 
 
Dusty Elias Kirk representing the applicant Clark Barnes presented plans 
for demolition of the existing structure and new construction of a mixed-
use 6-story structure.  The project will have 150 apartment units and 
meets all the criteria for the district.  There is sufficient parking and their 
will not be a curb cut and will be pedestrian friendly. 
 
They have done extensive community engagement and provided a list of 
all the meetings dating back to July of 2018.  They have entered into a 
MOU with Baum Centre concerning the retail space ensuring that this 
space will not be left empty. 
 
David Sax of Clark Barnes presented the plans for 150 apartment units 8 
type A unites and 142 type B units.  There will be 144 parking spaces and 
50 bike spaces.  There will be a ground floor retail space and offices on 
the second floor.  He showed the site location indicating that the loading 
will be on Commerce Street.  All of the entrances are off Centre Avenue 
and he showed an illustration of the proposed usages. 
 
The garage entry is off Commerce Street and is 1 ½ levels underground.  
The materials are of high quality masonry, metal panels and concrete 
backing.  The building is fully accessible and the building is “at grade”.  He 
showed site elevations and reviewed the colors and landscaping plans.  
There will also be a seated wall and a courtyard in the middle and private 
terraces.  He concluded by showing various views of the finished project 
and the Construction Management Plan. 
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Ms. Elias-Kirk stated that the applicant has worked with the neighbors 
(Coda) and are using their ideas when preparing their designs.  
 
Denise Dunmire with Civil and Environmental Consultants reviewed the 
Storm Water Management Plan. The roof water will be collected and 
discharged into Commerce Street with a dedicated storm line.  The site is 
less than an acre so they will not need the NDS permit.  The almost meet 
the City’s water quality requirement. The retention tank underground 
allowing them to meet the City’s requirement. 
 
Cindy Jampole with Trans Associates reviewed the results of the 
transportation study.  The parking spaces and bicycle spaces meet the 
requirements of the code.  There will be four loading spaces 2 for loading 
the 2 for Uber and Cab Services.  The site is close to the Busway and has 
a number of Bus routes within walking distance. The only change 
anticipated is the possibility of conversion of Penn Circle and Euclid will be 
a two way instead of a one-way.  They are recommending a stop sign at 
Commerce Street.  Commerce is narrow and maybe converted to a one-
way street once the URA project is completed. 
 
Ms. Elias-Kirk addressed the concerns in the letter from Ms. McSwiggan. 
Mr. Steve Lowner the owner stated that there were no offers for the 
building other than to demolish it and rebuild. 
 
Chuck Howe the developer stated they have been working for over a year 
to bring this project to the city and they are committed to the MOU and will 
bring the retail to light in this bulding. 

 
The Chairwoman called for comments from the Public. 
 
Lenore Williams of the Baum Centre Initiative spoke in support this 
project. This will be a great way to activate this portion of Centre Avenue. 

 
There being no more comments from the Public, the Chairwoman called 
for questions and comments from the Commissioners.  
 
Ms. Deitrick asked about the community meetings and a timetable of 
them. 
 
Ms. Elias-Kirk said it is the second page of tab 2. 
 
Ms. Deitrick asked if they met with ELDI? 
 
Ms. Elias-Kirk stated no they did not feel there were part of the community 
groups they needed to meet with. 
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Ms. Deitrick asked if the applicant is receiving any public funds. 
 
Ms. Deitrick asked if they met with the historic groups. 
 
Ms. Elias-Kirk stated no. 
 
Ms. Lenore Williams stated that she is on the Board at ELDI and they did 
speak about the project and they had no concerns. 
 
Mr. Brown asked about the Stormwater mitigation, retention and strategy. 
 
Mr. Dunmire stated that the applicant is not proposing reuse the tanks will 
be between 1,000 and 1,800. 
 
Mr. Brown asked about the footage of the setback on Centre. 
 
Mr. Sax said it is about 6 feet at the narrowest point.  There are a few 
pears on the frontage, the actual face of the glass is about 9.6 and the 
center is about 12-15 feet back. 
 
Ms. Mondor stated she appreciates that the qualitative information is in 
tack.  The glass, massing, and office use, the lighting and the high quality 
materials are very much appreciated.  The design is well documented. 
 
She has concerns that this may be a Hornbostel building.  Since she does 
not have the tool to process it.  This is very close to the Negley Station 
and this is a transit rich area.  This is a definite place for density. As a 
commission, they want to adequately address these things.  This site is a 
perfect place for affordable housing we need to have a plan to reinforce 
the Policy of Affordable Housing. She applauds the project base issues of 
this project but she is frustrated that this does not feed into city policy.  We 
are lacking information and tools to state if this is the right project at the 
right time. 
 
Ms. Elias-Kirk stated that they have requested the Affordable Housing 
policy from the city but it is not available yet.  This is a great site for this 
developer due to the proximity of the Bus Way.  She respects Ms. 
MsSwiggan’s letter and to their knowledge, this is not a Hornbostel 
building.  They cannot address the letter at this time. 
 
Ms. Mondor said she is not throwing the Department of City Planning 
under the bus but they need Neighborhood Plans. 
 
Ms. Deitrick asked if anyone in the Planning Department research to see if 
this was indeed a Hornbostel Building. 
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Mr. Layman said the email came in at 11 am and they did not have the 
chance to research. 
 
Ms. Deitrick said the city does not have Inclusionary Zoning.  This type of 
building changes the demographics in the area.   
 
Ms. Elias-Kirk said the building is a warehouse and not on any nation 
registers. 
 
Ms. Burton-Faulk agrees with the fact the email did not give specific 
information so there is nothing to consider.  
 
Ms. Dick stated that she seconds the concerns raised by Ms. Mondor 
concerning Inclusionary Zoning. 
 
Ms. Mondor said criteria G concerns her because they do not have 
enough information to make a decision. 
 
Mr. Brown asked if there could be conditions for the office to check on the 
history of the building. 
 
Ms. Mondor said they couldn’t. 
 
There being no more questions or comments from the Commissioners, the 
Chairwoman called for the motion. 
 
MOTION:  That the Planning Commission of the City of Pittsburgh 
APPROVES Project Development Plan No. 18-PDP-00042 for demolition 
and new construction at 5803 Centre Ave, based on the application and 
drawings filed by Clark Barnes on behalf of the property owner, Loevner, 
with the following conditions: 
 
1. Final construction plans including site plans and elevations shall be 

reviewed and approved by the Zoning Administrator prior to approval 
of an application for a building permit;  
 

2. The transportation impact study be approved by the City’s 
transportation staff prior to issuance of a building permit and any 
required improvements must be addressed prior to issuance of the 
final certificate of occupancy; 
 

3. Final landscaping plans shall be reviewed and approved by the Zoning 
Administrator prior to issuance of a final Certificate of Occupancy. 

  
 

MOVED BY Ms. Burton-Faulk;            SECONDED BY Ms. Dick. 
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IN FAVOR: Burton-Faulk, Dick 
 
ABSTAIN: Mondor, Brown 

 
OPPOSED:  Detrick     CARRIED 
 
Ms. Mondor called for a 5-minute recess to clear the room. 
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D. PLAN OF LOTS (See Attachment D.) 
 
2. Revised South Side 22nd Street Planned Community, 92-94 South 22nd 

Street, 16th Ward 
 

Mr. Miller made a presentation in accord with the attached staff report. 
Director Gastil stated that the subdivision committee had met and 
recommends approval of the plan.  The Chairwoman called for a motion. 
 
MOTION: That Revised Southside 22nd Street Planned Community, City of 

Pittsburgh, County of Allegheny, received by the Planning Commission on March 
12, 2019, BE APPROVED and the signatures of the proper officers of the 
Planning Commission be affixed thereto. (No improvements or monuments 
needed.) 
 

 
MOVED BY Ms. Detrick;  SECONDED BY Mr. Brown. 
 
IN FAVOR: Mondor, Brown, Burton-Faulk, Deitrick, Dick  
 
OPPOSED:  None      CARRIED 

 
 

 
3. The Goode Plan, 410-17 West Jefferson Street, 25th Ward  

 
Mr. Miller made a presentation in accord with the attached staff report. 
Director Gastil stated that the subdivision committee had met and 
recommends approval of the plan.  The Chairwoman called for a motion. 
 
MOTION: That the The Goode Plan, 25th Ward, City of Pittsburgh, County of 

Allegheny, received by the Planning Commission on March 12, 2019, BE 
APPROVED and the signatures of the proper officers of the Planning 
Commission be affixed thereto. (No improvements or monuments needed.) 
 

 
MOVED BY Ms. Detrick;  SECONDED BY Mr. Brown. 
 
IN FAVOR: Mondor, Brown, Burton-Faulk, Deitrick, Dick  
 
OPPOSED:  None      CARRIED 
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4. Piacentini-Steckel Consolidation, 2613 Mount Royal Road, 14th Ward 
 

Mr. Miller made a presentation in accord with the attached staff report. 
Director Gastil stated that the subdivision committee had met and 
recommends approval of the plan.  The Chairwoman called for a motion. 
 
MOTION: That the Piacentini-Steckel Consolidation Plan, 14th Ward, 
City of Pittsburgh, County of Allegheny, received by the Planning 
Commission on March 12, 2019, BE APPROVED and the signatures of 
the proper officers of the Planning Commission be affixed thereto. (No 
improvements or monuments needed.) 

 
MOVED BY Ms. Detrick;  SECONDED BY Mr. Brown. 
 
IN FAVOR: Mondor, Brown, Burton-Faulk, Deitrick, Dick 
 
 
OPPOSED:  None      CARRIED 

 
 
5. First & Wood Consolidation Plan, 1st Ave (1-M-88), 1st Ward    
 
 

Mr. Miller made a presentation in accord with the attached staff report. 
Director Gastil stated that the subdivision committee had met and 
recommends approval of the plan.  The Chairwoman called for a motion. 
 
MOTION: That the First & Wood Consolidation Plan, 1st Ward, City of 

Pittsburgh, County of Allegheny, received by the Planning Commission on March 
12, 2019, BE APPROVED and the signatures of the proper officers of the 
Planning Commission be affixed thereto. (No improvements or monuments 
needed.) 
 

 
MOVED BY Ms. Detrick;  SECONDED BY Mr. Brown. 
 
IN FAVOR: Mondor, Brown, Burton-Faulk, Deitrick, Dick  
 
 
OPPOSED:  None      CARRIED 
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6. Coast Properties LLC Subdivision, 1218 Sherman Avenue and 1219 Veto 
Street, 22nd Ward 

 
Mr. Miller made a presentation in accord with the attached staff report. 
Director Gastil stated that the subdivision committee had met and 
recommends approval of the plan.  The Chairwoman called for a motion. 
 
MOTION: That Coast Properties LLC Subdivision, City of Pittsburgh, County 

of Allegheny, received by the Planning Commission on March 12, 2019, BE 
APPROVED and the signatures of the proper officers of the Planning Commission 
be affixed thereto. (No improvements or monuments needed.) 

 
MOVED BY Ms. Detrick;  SECONDED BY Mr. Brown. 
 
IN FAVOR: Mondor, Brown, Burton-Faulk, Deitrick, Dick  
 
OPPOSED:  None     CARRIED 
 
 
 

7. 5542 Penn Avenue Consolidation Plan, 5542 Penn Avenue, 8th Ward 
 
 

Mr. Miller made a presentation in accord with the attached staff report. 
Director Gastil stated that the subdivision committee had met and 
recommends approval of the plan.  The Chairwoman called for a motion. 
 
MOTION: That 5542 Penn Avenue Consolidation Plan, 8th Ward, City of 

Pittsburgh, County of Allegheny, received by the Planning Commission on March 
12, 2019, BE APPROVED and the signatures of the proper officers of the 
Planning Commission be affixed thereto. (No improvements or monuments 
needed.) 
 
MOVED BY Ms. Detrick;  SECONDED BY Mr. Brown. 
 
IN FAVOR: Mondor, Brown, Burton-Faulk, Deitrick, Dick 
 
 
OPPOSED:  None      CARRIED 
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8. Hazelwood Green Plan No.1, Second Avenue (55-J-110), 15th Ward 
 
Tyson Miller of KU Resources the Civil Engineer of for the project stated 
that there will be three new roadways in the project and this is why this 
action is necessary. 
 
Mr. Miller stated that the area is very large and he anticipates there will be 
more plans to be considered. 
 
Mr. Miller made a presentation in accord with the attached staff report. 
Director Gastil stated that the subdivision committee had met and 
recommends approval of the plan.  The Chairwoman called for a motion. 
 
MOTION: That Hazelwood Green Plan No. 1, 15th Ward, City of 
Pittsburgh, County of Allegheny, received by the Planning Commission on 
March 12, 2019, BE PRELIMINARILY APPROVED AND SCHEDULED 
FOR FINAL REVIEW AT A LATER PLANNING COMMISSION HEARING. 
 
 
MOVED BY Ms. Deitrick;   SECONDED BY Mr. Brown. 
 
 
IN FAVOR: Mondor, Brown, Burton-Faulk, Deitrick, Dick 
 
 
OPPOSED:  None      CARRIED 

 
 

 
D. ADJOURNMENT:            3:39 p.m. 
 
 APPROVED BY:   Sabina Deitrick     
      ACTING SECRETARY 
 
 Attachments 
 
 
 
 
DISCLAIMER:  The official records of the Planning Commission’s meetings are the 
Minutes of the Meetings approved by the Commission’s Secretary, Becky Mingo.  The 
Minutes are the ONLY official record. 
 
Any other notes, recordings, etc. are not official records of the Planning Commission.  
The Planning Commission cannot verify the accuracy or authenticity of notes, 
recordings, etc., that are not part of the official minutes. 
 


