
 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of July 3, 2019 
Beginning at 12:30 PM 

200 Ross Street 
First Floor Hearing Room 

Pittsburgh, PA 15219 
In Attendance: 
 
Members Staff Others  
Lucia M. Aguirre Sharon Spooner Michael Watson James Lennon 
Ray Gastil Sarah Quinn Rob Pfaffmann Yanet Kaplansky 
David Green  Joseph Parente Reed Kovalan 
Karen Loysen  Marshall Goodwin Ting Yen 
Matthew Falcone  Peter Margittai  
James Hill    

 
 
Call to Order: 
 
Ms. Aguirre calls the meeting to order at 12:37 pm and confirms that a quorum is present.  
 
Old Business-None. 

New Business: 
 

Approval of Minutes:  In regards to the June 2019 meeting minutes, Mr. Falcone moves 
to approve and Mr. Gastil seconds. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion 
carries. 
   
Approval of Issuance of Certificates of Appropriateness:  In regards to the issuance 
of Certificates of Appropriateness in June 2019, Mr. Falcone moves to approve and Ms. 
Gastil seconds. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

    
Other Business: 
 

1. Ms. Quinn welcomes the new Commissioner James Hill. She talks about the new permitting 
system that the department has been working with. 

2. Mr. Gastil talks a bit more about the system and the improvements and goals of the project 
as a whole. 

3. Mr. Green talks about one benefit, which is a more automated and clearer flagging of what 
reviews need to happen for projects. 

4. Ms. Quinn talks about the city’s reapplication for Certified Local Government status and 
what is needed from the Commissioners. 

5. Mr. Gastil asks for an update on the survey work. 
6. Ms. Quinn gives an update. She also states that Roslyn Place historic district is interested in 

developing guidelines, which she will work with them on as the city’s guideline update 
project also wraps up. 

7. Ms. Aguirre asks for a motion to adjourn for 5 minutes. 
8. Mr. Gastil moves. 

Division of Zoning and Development Review  
City of Pittsburgh, Department of City Planning 

200 Ross Street, Third Floor 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15219 



 
 

9. Ms. Loysen seconds. 
10. All are in favor and motion carries. 
11. Ms. Aguirre calls the meeting back to order at 1:01 pm. 

 
Adjourn: 

 
Mr. Falcone moves to adjourn. 

Mr. Green seconds. 

Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote, all are in favor and meeting is adjourned. 

Minutes of the agenda items follow. 



Pittsburgh HRC – July 3, 2019 

716 Cedar Avenue             Deutschtown Historic District     

 

Owner:  
Robert Kovalan 
26 Woodhaven Drive 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15228 

 
Ward:  23rd 
 
Lot and Block:  23-S-245 

 

Applicant: 
Robert Kovalan 
26 Woodhaven Drive 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15228 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 1st 
 
Application Received:  5/17/19 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Building renovations. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Robert Kovalan steps to the podium; he is the owner of the property. He gives 
updates on what was found in the exploratory demolition that was approved at the 
last meeting. He provides a drawing as well as materials specifications on what he 
would like to do. 

2. Mr. Falcone asks what he is proposing for the small coal cellar window. 

3. Mr. Kovalan states that he is proposing covering it up but is open to suggestions. 

4. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. 

5. Ms. Loysen asks about the materials that were uncovered. 

6. Mr. Kovalan clarifies although he states he is not sure what some of the materials 
are due to deterioration. 

7. Ms. Aguirre asks about the steps. 

8. Mr. Kovalan states that he is leaving the stairs as-is for now. 

9. Mr. Hill asks where the coal cellar window connects to. 

10. Mr. Kovalan explains. 

11. Mr. Gastil states that he believes that they can approve the application with final 
details to be brought to staff. 

12. Ms. Aguirre states that she would like the coal cellar window to be kept. 

13. Mr. Gastil states that there would also need to be an indication of the base of the 
house, which could be a different color or texture of wood, and that is something 
that can also be brought to staff. 

14. Ms. Loysen states that details on the window and door trim will also be needed. 

15. Mr. Gastil states that the dimensions are right, but the trim profile may need to be 
more similar to the example house provided than flat boards. 



16. Mr. Kovalan states that they can copy the example house if that is acceptable. 

17. Mr. Gastil states that will be acceptable. 

18. The Commission discusses the application. 

19. Ms. Aguirre asks for a motion. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Gastil moves to approve the application with the conditions that there be a 
review by staff of the following items: the window surrounds, which are to be 
treated to match the example property on Tripoli, the base, which is to be resolved 
with a trim element and resolution of the area below the trim, and other details 
including the copper gutter. 

2. Mr. Kovalan asks if the area below the trim should be plywood. 

3. Mr. Gastil states that it could be wood or another durable material that is distinct 
from the other materials. He states that it could also be fiber board. 

4. Mr. Falcone seconds. 

5. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – July 3, 2019 

August Wilson House 
1727 Bedford Avenue 

   
                           Individual Landmark     

 

Owner:  
Daisy Wilson Artist Community 
1641 Bedford Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15219 

 
Ward:  3rd 
 
Lot and Block:  9-S-36 

 

Applicant: 
Robert Pfaffmann 
223 Fourth Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15222 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 6th 
 
Application Received:  5/17/19 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Building renovations and construction of an addition. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Rob Pfaffmann steps to the podium; he is the architect for the project. He goes 
through the updated proposal for the addition including several options. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. 

3. Mr. Gastil asks for clarification that B is their preferred option and has some 
questions about the differences between the options. 

4. Mr. Pfaffmann confirms and explains the differences. 

5. Mr. Gastil asks if all of the options are before them equally for review.  

6. Mr. Pfaffmann says yes. 

7. Ms. Loysen asks about the roof pylon. 

8. Mr. Pfaffmann goes into more detail about that element. 

9. Ms. Loysen comments that the top of it doesn’t match the rake of the shadow of 
the old house. 

10. Mr. Pfaffmann states that they do have several options for the angle of the pylon. 
He goes through them and explains. 

11. Ms. Aguirre commends him for giving the Commission four different options. She 
states that she is leaning towards option D or possibly B. 

12. M states that option D is so different than the others and asks about how that was 
arrived at. 

13. Mr. Pfaffmann explains the thought process behind it. 

14. Mr. Falcone states that he is in favor of D because it is very distinctive yet 
respectful of the house, which is an important cultural resource of the city. He 
states that he thinks B would also work. 



15. The Commission discusses the application. 

16. Ms. Aguirre asks for other comments from Commissioners. She states that she is 
comfortable with approving either B or D with the understanding that if anything 
changes they will come back. 

17. Ms. Quinn states that they can approve either option and have them come back to 
staff with their final choice. 

18. Mr. Gastil states that they can accept those options but due to the level of drawings 
that are needed the motion should be a continuance so that the applicant can come 
back with a final design once they have heard from all parties. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Gastil moves to table the application for 30 days. 

2. Mr. Hill seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – July 3, 2019 

Linden School 
725 S. Linden Avenue 

   
                           Individual Landmark     

 

Owner:  
Stephen Connell 
Pittsburgh Public Schools 
1305 Muriel Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15203 

 
Ward:  14th 
 
Lot and Block:  85-M-362 

 
Applicant: 
Robert Daniels 
Graves Design Group 
223 4th Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15222 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  
 
Application Received:  6/14/19 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Alteration to front entry doors. 

Discussion: 

1. Ms. Yanet Kaplanski steps to the podium representing the architect for the project. 
She explains the project and goes through the presentation. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. 

3. Mr. Hill asks if they plan on keeping the hardware. 

4. Ms. Kaplanski states that it will be replaced by very similar hardware. 

5. Ms. Aguirre asks if the doors are original. 

6. Ms. Kaplanski states that they believe they are original. 

7. Mr. Hill states that many of the doors in the Pitsburgh Public Schools have been 
replaced with steel doors so this is a unique condition. 

8. The Commission clarifies with the applicant that the replacement doors will be 
wood with metal frames coated with a wood grain. 

9. Mr. Gastil states that he understands the reason for the change 

10. Mr. Falcone agrees and states that he would like to have them keep the doors safe 
on site in case this could be reversed in the future. 

11. Mr. Green asks if they can move the railing instead. 

12. Ms. Kaplanski states that they can investigate that possibility. 

13. Mr. Hill asks if they would still commit to restoring the glazing on either side of the 
door. 

14. Ms. Kaplanski says they would. 

15. Ms. Loysen states that they could possibly investigate recessing the doors as well. 

16. The Commission discusses the application. 



 Motion: 

1. Mr. Gastil moves to table the application for 30 days to allow the applicant to 
investigate the possibilities. 

2. Mr. Falcone seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – July 3, 2019 

18 Greeves Way   Mexican War Streets Historic District     

 

Owner:  
Michael Humnik 
600 Grant Street Suite 4940 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15219 

 
Ward:  22nd 
 
Lot and Block:  23-K-144 

 

Applicant: 
Michael Watson 
2581 Washington Road 
Upper St. Clair, Pa 15241 
 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 1st 
 
Application Received:  4/29/19 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Building renovations. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Michael Watson steps to the podium; he is the contractor for the project. He 
shows the requested additional photos and elevations of the house as well as 
materials specifications and goes through the project. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. 

3. The Commission discusses the application. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Gastil moves to approve the application. 

2. Mr. Falcone seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – July 3, 2019 

1140 Murray Hill Avenue                   Murray Hill Historic District     

 

Owner:  
Denise Holland 
1140 Murray Hill Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15217 

 
Ward:  14th 
 
Lot and Block:  85-F-50 

 

Applicant: 
Joseph Parente 
1101 Milton Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15218 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  
 
Application Received:  6/7/19 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Roof replacement. 

Discussion: 

1. [Minutes not recorded due to technology issue.] 

 Motion: 

1. [Not recorded] moves to table the application for 30 days. 

2. [Not recorded] seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – July 3, 2019 

522 Roslyn Place                  Roslyn Place Historic District     

 

Owner:  
Craig Charie 
522 Roslyn Place 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15232 

 
Ward:  7th 
 
Lot and Block:  51-S-165 

 

Applicant: 
Jeff Wetzel 
2840 Liberty Avenue Ste 403 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15222 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  
 
Application Received:  4/12/19 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Revised building renovations and installation of fencing. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. James Lennon steps to the podium; he is the architect for the project. He 
explains the revisions to the project and goes through the presentation. 

2. Mr. Falcone states that he would like to commend the applicant for the high level 
of research that was done and how that was all incorporated into the presentation. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Gastil moves to approve the application as submitted. 

2. [Not recorded] seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – July 3, 2019 

207 Lytton Avenue            Schenley Farms Historic District     

 

Owner:  
Mr. & Mrs. Ting Yen 
207 Lytton Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15213 

 
Ward:  4th 
 
Lot and Block:  27-L-194 

 

Applicant: 
Peter Margittai 
2110 Sarah Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15203 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  
 
Application Received:  5/8/19 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Replacement of asphalt roof with metal simulated slate product. 

Discussion: 

1. [Minutes not recorded due to a technology issue.] 

 Motion: 

1. [Not recorded] moves to approve. 

2. [Not recorded] seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – July 3, 2019 

Heathside Cottage 
416 Catoma Street 

                          
               Historic Nomination     

 

Owner: 
Greg Manley 
416 Catoma Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15212 

 
Ward: 25th 
 
Lot and Block:  23-D-56 

 

Nominator: 
Matthew Falcone 
 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  1st 
 
Nomination Received:  5/17/19 
 

National Register Status: Listed:  Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Nomination for historic designation. 

Discussion: 

1. Ms. Quinn makes a short presentation on the property and restates that the 
property meets Criterion 3, exemplification of an architectural type, style or 
design, Criterion 4, work of an architect, engineer, designer, or builder, and 
Criterion 10, unique location and distinctive physical appearance or presence. 
She states that the property also maintains integrity. She states that they will be 
making a recommendation to City Council today. 

2. The Commission discusses the nomination. 

3. Ms. Quinn states that the owner is very supportive as well. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Gastil moves to provide a positive recommendation to City Council, noting the 
three criteria for significance. 

2. Ms. Loysen seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 
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