
Pittsburgh Shade Tree Commission 

June 19th 2019 Minutes  

 3rd floor DPW large conference room 

Minutes 

 

 

1.  May Minutes - James motioned to approve Mays minutes with noted corrections: 

Section 2 paragraph 3– Lisa C. asked to include new tree planting as a capital expense for 

funding purposes to help alleviate the strain of the Tree Vitalize program contributions. 

Section 3 paragraph 1- Tree Pittsburgh held a volunteer tree planting at Chatham 

University on April 19th. Paragraph 4 - There are 300 people registered and 1000 

seedlings to giveaway. Section 4- Several members presented ideas on ways to deal with 

the issue, and possible “fixes” for the deer control problem.  Section 6 paragraph 1- Tree 

Pittsburgh’s next event will be Pizza on the Porch, Paragraph 3- The URA is exploring a 

small grants program using CCBG money. Section 6 paragraph 4- Duquesne Light is 

giving away 300, 1 gallon trees and is hoping to provide 200, 3 gallon trees to giveaway at 

Frick Park. Residents need to register online.  Jamil Bey and Rebecca Kiernan were both 

in attendance last meeting. Matt E. seconded the motion, the motion carried. 

2.  City Forester Report- Final draft of utility coordinators job description is in HR. 

Mardi requested a copy of the job description when it’s completed.  Lisa is still working 

on getting the 2 pruner positions filled, she is working with HR to update the test.  

One of the 2 remaining special operators is leaving the City which makes ist difficult to 

schedule the bucket truck with the crews. Forestry also is without a dependable contractor 

because all the contracts have expired. Forestry has about 600 service requests in our 

queue. 

3.  Tree Pittsburgh Report- Summer tree care crew is out targeting priority areas, 

dealing with lots of weeds. Some trees are drowning due to the excessive amount of rain 

we’ve been getting, however some are flourishing.  

Tree Pittsburgh hired a new Community Forester, Kenzie Miller who starts in July.  

Borough of Church Hill passed a tree ordinance last Monday!  

 

Tree Tender classes has 35 people registered for classes from Late May until the 

beginning of June.  

Members in Attendance 

 Matthew Erb  Jayme Hollway  Lisa Ceoffe  Jamil Bey 

 Emily Mitchell  Martha Isler - Chair  Rebecca Kiernan  Brian Wolyniak 

 James J. Stitt  Mary H. Savage  Jim Barry  Kristen Spirl 

 Alicia Carberry  
Guest: Derrick 

Buckner 
  Andrea Ketzel   

 
Guest:  Kara 

Smith 
 Guest: Andrew Ketiel      

        



 

Pizza on the Porch was a success, one will be held in July and August. 

 

4.  Chatham Initiative Follow up- A copy of the mission statement was distributed and 

read. A lengthy discussion took place regarding alterations on the work done by Jesse as 

well as changes to the mission statement.  James S. gave a suggestion that would change 

the wording and eliminate and added phrases. Mardi I.  will send out the mission 

statement to commissioners before sending it out officially in August for printing.   

5.  New Business- Andrea K. debriefed the commission on a referendum the Parks 

Conservancy has sent out.  75% of residence wants money in parks to go to maintenance 

of trees. While investing also into maintenance improvements in the parks  

Lisa C. added that there are also phone questionnaires going around asking about 

resident’s feelings towards the current condition of our parks. Parks Conservancy also 

contacted URA asking what developers look for in regards to local parks and attracting 

consumers. 

Andrea asked the Commission for Alicia, “What should the 1st Social Media posting be?”   

A discussion took place regarding the first posting. Mardi I, suggested to start with the 

STC mission statement and possibly have a statement from the Mayor as well.  

 

6. Old Business- The Summerset at Frick will need to have a survey done before Phase 2. 

They will need to find out what needs to be remediated.  Exploring tree protection for 

RSP’s and RSQ’s to be added to the process.  

 

Mardi ask for an update for Strip District and how many trees if any will be planted as 

part of the project. Lisa reported that not as many trees as we originally planned is going 

in. The exact amount is still unclear.  

 

Mardi attended an advisory community meeting where they discussed a possible 

Pittsburgh version of a “Hollywood Walk of Fame”. The Strip District was suggested, 17 

sites were recommended, and trees were the first idea of how to draw attention to these 

sites.  

7. Announcements- Derrick received a certification in Process Improvement and is now 

Gold Belt Certified. Congratulations Derrick! 

 

It was reported to the Commission that trees planted at several location around the city 

(mainly Squirrel Hill/ Greenfield) have been planted incorrectly or in bad locations. A 

lengthy discussion took place regarding these trees. 

 

October Meeting will be held at the Tree Pittsburgh Site. 

November meeting is going to be held on the 2nd Wednesday instead of the  

3rd, due to Thanksgiving.  

 

Lisa motioned to adjourn.    


