
 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of August 7, 2019 
Beginning at 12:30 PM 

200 Ross Street 
First Floor Hearing Room 

Pittsburgh, PA 15219 
In Attendance: 
 
Members Staff Others  
Lucia M. Aguirre Sharon Spooner Carole Malakoff Amy Ahn Brade 
Richard Snipe Sarah Quinn Cheryl Tracy Anthony L. Pitassi 
David Green  Jeff Checcio Diana Brown 
Karen Loysen  Christina Westall Callie Smith 
Matthew Falcone  Joseph Parente Scott Maritzer 
James Hill  Chris Gates Chad Fisher 
  John Francona Geoffrey DiBeneditto 
  Rob Pfaffmann Paul Ellis 
  Bob Russ Vivian Walker 
  Carol-Jean 

McGreevy-Morales 
Timothy J. Morgan 

 
Call to Order: 
 
Ms. Aguirre calls the meeting to order at 12:35 pm and confirms that a quorum is present.  
 
Old Business-None. 

New Business: 
 

Approval of Minutes:  In regards to the July 2019 meeting minutes, Ms. Loysen moves to 
approve and Mr. Green seconds. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion 
carries. 
   
Approval of Issuance of Certificates of Appropriateness:  In regards to the issuance 
of Certificates of Appropriateness in July 2019, Mr. Falcone moves to approve and Mr. Snipe 
seconds. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

    
Other Business: 
 

1. Ms. Quinn gives a brief staff report. 
2. Ms. Aguirre asks for a motion to adjourn until 1:00 pm. 
3. Mr. Falcone moves. 
4. Mr. Green seconds. 
5. All are in favor and meeting is adjourned until 1:00 pm. 
6. Ms. Aguirre calls the meeting back to order at 1:00 pm. 

 
Adjourn: 

 

Division of Zoning and Development Review  
City of Pittsburgh, Department of City Planning 

200 Ross Street, Third Floor 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15219 



 
 
Mr. Falcone moves to adjourn. 

Mr. Green seconds. 

Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote, all are in favor and meeting is adjourned. 

Minutes of the agenda items follow. 



Pittsburgh HRC – August 7, 2019 

National Aviary 
700 Arch Street 

                                                                
Allegheny Commons Park Historic District 

 
Owner:  
Cheryl Tracy 
The National Aviary 
700 Arch Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15212 

 
Ward:  22nd 
 
Lot and Block:  8-B-150 

 
Applicant: 
Anthony Pitassi 
PWWG Architects 
408 Blvd of the Allies 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15219 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 1st 
 
Application Received:  7/19/19 
 

National Register 
Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Construction of enclosed pavilion. 

Discussion: 
1. Ms. Cheryl Tracey steps to the podium; she is the executive director of the National 

Aviary. She gives an introduction and some background of the project. 

2. Mr. Tony Pitassi steps to the podium; he is the architect for the project. He 
explains the project and goes through the presentation. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. She asks the Commissioners 
for questions or comments. 

4. Mr. Falcone asks if they have considered an alternate site or design at all. 

5. Ms. Tracey states that there are no other sites in their footprint that would allow 
the size they need without needing to tear anything down. 

6. Mr. Falcone speaks about the war monument on the opposite side of the Allegheny 
Commons wall and the intentions behind its design and he states that he believes 
this would have an adverse effect on it. 

7. Mr. Green states that there is a tent there currently that, while a less permanent 
type of construction, has been a feature of the Aviary for many years. 

8. Mr. Hill states that the rose garden is currently not accessible directly from the 
west, and with this proposal it will be. 

9. The Commission discusses the application. 

10. Ms. Quinn reads from the guidelines about what the Commission is allowed to 
consider. She also states that she did check with Public Works and they confirmed 
that the entire proposal falls within the Aviary’s lease lines. 

11. Ms. Aguirre states that she would like to see more research on the rose garden area 
to make sure nothing is being disturbed, as well as some work on the shape of the 
structure. 



12. Mr. Green compares the existing conditions to what is being proposed and states 
that he is not sure if the nature of the memorial is being changed significantly. 

13. Ms. Quinn points out that the proposed building is two stories and the tent is 
shorter. 

14. The Commission discusses the gate and site layout and access. 

15. Mr. Falcone talks about some of the concerns he has with the design outside of the 
memorial issue, including the height, especially where it faces West Park, the 
absence of the curves that exist elsewhere in Aviary buildings and the design of the 
Commons, and the lighting at night. 

16. Mr. Pitassi addresses some of the concerns. 

17. Ms. Tracy points out on some of the views that she believes this would be an 
improvement in the view from the Commons, especially as it hides some of the 
non-historic buildings. 

18. The Commission discusses the design and how it interacts with the commons, 
especially the wall. 

19. Ms. Aguirre states that they should perhaps consider tabling the application as she 
feels she is not ready to approve it. 

20. Ms. Quinn states that they will need to submit materials samples as well. 

21. Mr. Falcone talk about some of the historic features that they can look at restoring. 

22. Ms. Aguirre states that they have a good opportunity to make improvements to the 
Aviary and the park and they just want to make sure that all the right steps are 
taken in taking all these items into account. She asks for a motion to table. 

 Motion: 
1. Ms. Loysen moves to table the application for 30 days, and that they should come 

back with information that explains how the project can relate to the history of the 
site and be respectful of how it has transitioned over the years. 

2. Mr. Falcone adds that a shot of the illumination at night would also be helpful. He 
seconds the motion. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – August 7, 2019 

 
907 Brighton Road 

                                                                                 
Allegheny West Historic District   

 
Owner:  
Diana L. Brown 
954 W. North Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15233 

 
Ward:  22nd 
 
Lot and Block:  8-A-9 

 
Applicant: 
Diana L. Brown 
954 W. North Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15233 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 1st 
 
Application Received:  6/27/19 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  
Proposed Changes:   Replacement of rear windows. 

Discussion: 
1. Ms. Diana Brown steps to the podium; she is the owner of the property. She 

explains her proposal and goes through the presentation. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment. 

3. Ms. Carole Malakoff steps to the podium representing the LRC. She states that she 
would like to expand upon the comments that were submitted. She states that they 
are not in support of or opposed to the proposal but have some concerns. She 
states that the windows have very little visibility, but they feel that the change from 
wood to clad windows is a step down in terms of preservation. 

4. Ms. Aguirre asks for additional comment; there is none. She asks for comments or 
questions from the Commissioners. 

5. Ms. Brown states that she does consider the windows to be well made and that 
from far away it won’t be apparent that they are clad. 

6. Mr. Falcone states that they do have to consider how minimally visible these are 
from the alley. He states that he is comfortable with the proposal. 

7. Mr. Snipe clarifies that these will be custom windows made to fit the openings. 

8. Ms. Brown says that is correct. 

 Motion: 
1. Mr. Falcone moves to approve. 

2. Mr. Snipe seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – August 7, 2019 

 
911 Western Avenue 

                                                                   
Allegheny West Historic District 

 
Owner:  
Darlene Shelton-Lamont 

 
Ward:  22nd 
 
Lot and Block:  7-D-169 

 
Applicant: 
citySTUDIO 
5150 Penn Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15224 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 1st 
 
Application Received:  7/19/19 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  
Proposed Changes:   Alterations to entry doors. 

Discussion: 
1. Ms. Nicole Kubas steps to the podium representing the applicant. She explains the 

proposal and goes through the presentation. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment. 

3. Ms. Carole Malakoff steps to the podium representing the LRC. She states that the 
owner did receive a neighborhood award for restoration of the entranceway several 
years back. The front doors are original. She states that they do not support 
replacement of an original element like that and they would like to see the doors 
restored instead. She states that they can look into replacing the top panels with 
glass if desired. She states that the interior doors are not so visible and not so 
much of a concern. 

4. Ms. Aguirre asks for additional public comment; there is none. She asks for 
comments from the Commissioners. 

5. Ms. Kubas clarifies that the existing doors have extensive damage. 

6. Ms. Loysen asks if they could replicate the doors that are there now if they are 
unable to be restored. 

7. Ms. Kubas states that it is the owner’s request to have more transparency. 

8. Ms. Loysen states that they could have identical doors with glass panes instead. 

9. Mr. Falcone asks for clarification on the existing conditions. 

10. Ms. Kubas states that the signage has been removed. 

11. Mr. Hill state that he would also like to see the doors retained as well with glass 
panes if desired. 

12. Ms. Aguirre states that she agrees. 

13. Mr. Snipe asks for clarification on if it is possible to install glass panes, which he 



would also be in favor of. 

14. Ms. Kubas states that she would need to check with Allied Millwork. 

 Motion: 
1. Mr. Falcone moves to approve either the rehabilitation of the front doors with 

glass installed in the top panels if feasible, or replication of existing doors with 
glass panels, with final submission to be approved by staff. 

2. Ms. Loysen seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – August 7, 2019 

 
420 Avery Street 

                                                                   
Deutschtown Historic District 

 
Owner:  
Miao Liu 
1020 Autumn Woods Drive 
Coraopolis, Pa 15108 

 
Ward: 23rd 
 
Lot and Block:  23-S-103 

 
Applicant: 
Hart Architects 
984 Greenfield Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15217 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 1st 
 
Application Received:  7/17/19 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  
Proposed Changes:   Façade renovations. 

Discussion: 
1. Mr. Geoffrey DiBeneditto steps to the podium representing Hart Architects, the 

architects for the project. He explains the project and goes through the 
presentation. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. She asks for comments or 
questions from the Commissioners. 

3. Ms. Loysen suggests that the siding should be smooth rather than wood-grain 
embossed. 

4. Mr. Falcone asks about what is under the current vinyl siding. 

5. Mr. DiBeneditto states that there is aluminum, and they are not sure what might 
be under that and what condition it is in. 

6. Mr. Falcone reads from the guidelines on what types of siding are allowed, but he 
allows that the current condition is non-contributing. 

7. Ms. Loysen suggests that restoration of any existing wood siding be explored. 

8. Mr. Snipe states that painted cement board will be preferable to the current 
condition and more durable than wood. 

9. Mr. Chris Gates steps to the podium to provide public comment. He states that 
406-408 Foreland Street was required to keep their wood siding. 

10. Ms. Quinn states that the question was about a precedent for installation of 
cement board siding. She states that they can have the applicant examine the 
existing condition and come back to staff for the siding. 

11. The Commission discusses the dormer windows. 

12. Mr. Falcone states he would prefer that they stay double-hung. 

13. Ms. Loysen states that they mentioned issues with egress, but believes if they keep 



or replace what they have in-kind they wouldn’t be required to upgrade. 

 Motion: 
1. Mr. Falcone moves to approve the renovations with conditions. Upon removal of 

existing siding, the condition of any original wood siding should be examined and 
restored if possible; if not possible, smooth cement board siding to match existing 
profile and dimensions may be reviewed by staff. Dormer windows are to be 
replaced with double-hung windows in-kind, with cut sheets to be reviewed by 
staff. 

2. Ms. Loysen seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – August 7, 2019 

 
710-712 Cedar Avenue 

                                                                   
Deutschtown Historic District 

 
Owner:  
East Ohio Capital 
PO Box 6666 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15212 

 
Ward:  23rd 
 
Lot and Block:  23-S-240 

 
Applicant: 
Hart Architects 
984 Greenfield Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15217 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 1st 
 
Application Received:  7/19/19 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  
Proposed Changes:   Building renovations and construction of rear garages. 

Discussion: 
1. Mr. Geoffrey DiBeneditto steps to the podium representing Hart Architects, the 

architects for the project. He explains the proposal and goes through the 
presentation. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment. 

3. Mr. Chris Gates steps to the podium. He states that proposal for the front façade 
shows encroachments on the public right-of-way. He notes that there are not 
accurate measurements showing the depth and other dimensions of the proposed 
stoops. He talks about the rear of the properties and states that he has concerns as 
they are very visible but no plans were shown for them. He also has some concerns 
about the materials listed. He has serious concerns about the gutting, 
destabilization, and safety of all four properties, and states that he has concerns 
that the developer plans to demolish the other two properties since they are not 
being presented. He asks that all four properties be presented at the same time. He 
states that he has no issues with the design of the garages. 

4. Mr. Hill states that since Mr. Green had to leave, if it would be appropriate to 
check with PLI. 

5. Ms. Quinn gives some background on what she has talked about with the 
inspector. She states that the application as submitted is incomplete. 

6. Mr. DiBeneditto states that the owner wanted to start on these two properties as 
the other two are in worse shape and have no foundations. He states that nothing 
structural has been removed. 

7. Ms. Quinn states that there are many buildings in this district with a similar 
condition and that can be worked with. 

8. Mr. Falcone states that the gate between the stoops does not have a precedent in 
any historic district. He would also like to see the garages placed in context with 
the alleyway as well as a treatment plan for the rear of the properties. 



9. Ms. Quinn states that they will also need specs for the materials. 

10. Mr. Falcone asks for specs for the railings at the front and balconies as well. He 
mentions that there are many examples of railings and balconies in the district. 

 Motion: 
1. Mr. Falcone would like to make two separate motions. He moves to table 710 for 

30 days. 

2. Ms. Loysen seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

4. Mr. Falcone moves to table 712 for 30 days. 

5. Mr. Hill seconds. 

6. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – August 7, 2019 

 
808 Cedar Avenue 

                                                                   
Deutschtown Historic District 

 
Owner:  
Chad Fisher & Shara Gleason 
808 Cedar Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15212 

 
Ward:  23rd 
 
Lot and Block:  23-S-261 

 
Applicant: 
Chad Fisher & Shara Gleason 
808 Cedar Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15212 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 1st 
 
Application Received:  7/19/19 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  
Proposed Changes:   After-the-fact installation of clad wooden windows. 

Discussion: 
1. Mr. Edward Hirschberg steps to the podium representing the owners. He gives 

some background on the issue and goes through his presentation. He reads 
testimony in support from the next door neighbor. He also asks Mr. Bob 
Baumbach to step to the podium. 

2. Mr. Baumbach steps to the podium and states that he had a chance to inspect the 
windows from the inside and can confirm the windows are solid wood with a 
coating on the exterior that is vinyl. He agrees that they did buy the house with the 
windows and had assumed that the complaint filed against them was accurate and 
they were vinyl. He also states that the windows do have a historic profile and have 
the coat of vinyl rather than a coat of paint. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment. 

4. Mr. Chris Gates steps to the podium. He states that this conversation is trying to 
redefine vinyl windows as wood windows is confusing at best. He states that he is 
very familiar with these windows as he installed them in another property not in a 
historic district and states that they are vinyl windows built over a wood frame. He 
states that all of the wood seen in the photos presented was on the inside. He 
presents additional photos. He states that the composite windows that were 
discussed elsewhere in the district are a completely different product. He states 
that the original windows in this building were wood. He speaks about some 
confusion about prior testimony that was given by a representative of the 
Councilwoman. 

5. Ms. Aguirre reads comments received from Mr. Stephen Pascal and Mr. Chris 
Gates, which are not in support of the proposal. 

6. Mr. Hirschberg steps to the podium to make some additional comments. 

7. Ms. Quinn states that she has had conversations with the owner and while they are 
not preservationists per se, she believes that they have been acting in good faith. 



8. Ms. Aguirre calls an end to the testimony. She asks for comments and questions 
from the Commissioners. 

9. Ms. Loysen states that the issue for her is the inappropriate profile rather than the 
materials. 

10. Mr. Baumbach steps back to the podium and asks if he could present a stamped 
drawing of a cross section rather than the cross section provided by the 
manufacturer. 

11. Ms. Aguirre states that there are two issues, the profile and the materials, and if 
the profile is not acceptable than the material doesn’t matter. 

12. Mr. Hill asks if a building inspector could go out to take a look. 

13. Mr. Snipe suggests that staff could go. 

14. Mr. Falcone agrees that there is a lot of uncertainty and a bit more definition 
would be helpful. 

15. Mr. Green states that this may be able to be provided by better photos, or an 
inspector can certainly go out with staff. 

 Motion: 
1. Ms. Loysen moves to table the application for 30 days for further documentation 

of what exists and the correlation to historic profiles. 

2. Mr. Falcone seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – August 7, 2019 

 
1610 E. Carson Street 

                                                                   
East Carson Street Historic District 

 
Owner:  
Frank C Michael Revokable Trust 
PO Box 90161 
Alexandria, Va 22309 

 
Ward:  17th 
 
Lot and Block:  12-E-382 

 
Applicant: 
Hart Architects 
984 Greenfield Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15217 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 3rd 
 
Application Received:  7/19/19 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  
Proposed Changes:   Building renovations. 

Discussion: 
1. Mr. Nathan Hart steps to the podium; he is the architect for the project. He 

explains the project and goes through the presentation. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment. 

3. Mr. Bob Russ steps to the podium representing the LRC. He states that they 
reviewed the application documents from the website and are generally in favor of 
the approach. He states that they did have a few concerns addressed in their 
comments. He states that the later coverings should be peeled back to check for 
original fabric that can be retained and restored. 

4. Ms. Aguirre asks for additional public comment; there is none. She states that she 
is in agreement and that it may be helpful to table the application for 30 days. 

5. Mr. Hart states that exploratory work on the building was stopped and requests 
approval to resume work so they are not in conflict with PLI. 

6. Mr. Green states that they can possibly do a limited approval for exploratory work. 

 Motion: 
1. Mr. Falcone moves to approve the demolition of the non-contributing façade with 

the applicant to come back in 30 days with a revised plan based on the findings. 

2. Ms. Aguirre amends the motion to be for exploratory demolition only. 

3. Mr. Green seconds. 

4. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 
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53 S. 12th Street   East Carson Street Historic District     

 
Owner:  
Hakeem Real Estate Holdings  
214 Bethany Drive 
Greensburg, Pa 15601 

 
Ward:  17th 
 
Lot and Block:  3-H-172 

 
Applicant: 
Scott Maritzer 
Piper O’Brien Herr Architects 
800 Vinial Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15212 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 3rd 
 
Application Received:  5/17/19 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  
Proposed Changes:   Alterations to previously-approved building renovations. 

Discussion: 
1. Mr. Scott Maritzer steps to the podium; he is the architect for the project. He talks 

about the revisions they have done to the project and goes through the 
presentation. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment. 

3. Mr. Bob Russ steps to the podium representing the LRC. He states that they do 
appreciate the care that has been taken to try and get this building back into 
compliance. He talks about the difference between the two buildings. He highlights 
some of the notes that he provided such as removal of the paint on building 1 and 
repainting building 2 except for unpainted stone features. He addresses the 
windows on building 1 and states that they used to match as they turned the 
corner, which is what they would prefer. 

4. Mr. Maritzer clarifies what their plan for the windows is. 

5. Mr. Russ states that they approve of the rest of the proposal for building 1. For 
building 2, they are fine with the storefront proposal and lighting but they still 
have concerns about what was done with the second floor windows; they would 
still like to see the previously approved taller windows installed. He states that 
they are not sure the proposal as presented corrects the issue and they should 
continue to explore other options. 

6. Ms. Aguirre asks for any other public comment; there is none. She asks for 
comments and questions from the Commissioners. She states that she still has an 
issue with how an approved application went so far off of what was approved. 

7. Ms. Quinn states that as far as she understood there was miscommunication 
between the owner, architect, and contractor. 

8. The owner steps to the podium to provide some background. 

9. Mr. Falcone states that he has issues with building 2 as well. He talks about the 
background of Bedford Square and how that could inform their design solution. 



10. Mr. Bob Russ steps back to the podium to make some clarifications. 

11. The Commission discusses the application. 

12. Ms. Aguirre asks for a motion. 

 Motion: 
1. Mr. Green moves to table building 2 for 30 days. 

2. Mr. Maritzer asks if just the storefront portion could be approved. 

3. Mr. Green amends the motion to approve the first floor storefront modifications 
for building 2, and to table the upper floor modifications for the applicant to come 
back and propose an alternate solution for the space between the second and third 
floors and provide additional documentation on the structural issues and 
opportunities to install larger windows at the second floor. 

4. Mr. Hill seconds. 

5. Mr. Green moves to approve the modifications to building 1 including the third 
floor windows remaining as-is and as otherwise presented. 

6. Mr. Falcone seconds. 

7. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

8. Ms. Aguirre calls a 2 minute recess. 

9. Ms. Aguirre calls the meeting back to order. 
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August Wilson House 
1727 Bedford Avenue 

   
                           Individual Landmark     

 
Owner:  
Daisy Wilson Artist Community 
1641 Bedford Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15219 

 
Ward:  3rd 
 
Lot and Block:  9-S-36 

 
Applicant: 
Robert Pfaffmann 
223 Fourth Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15222 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 6th 
 
Application Received:  5/17/19 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  
Proposed Changes:   Building renovations and construction of an addition. 

Discussion: 
1. Mr. Rob Pfaffmann steps to the podium; he is the architect for the project. He goes 

through the updates to the presentation for the addition. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. She asks for comments and 
questions from the Commissioners. 

3. Mr. Falcone states that he appreciates the shot of the lighting at night. 

4. Ms. Aguirre states that at the last meeting she had been leaning towards one of the 
other options, but she does appreciate the more artistic but still respectful gesture 
of this option and is in support. 

5. Mr. Snipe agrees and states that he likes what he sees. 

 Motion: 
1. Mr. Snipe moves to approve as presented. 

2. Mr. Hill seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 
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1233 Monterey Street 

                                                                   
Mexican War Streets Historic District 

 
Owner:  
Jorge Morales 
1233 Monterey Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15212 

 
Ward:  22nd 
 
Lot and Block:  23-J-287 

 
Applicant: 
Timothy Morgan 
105 Staghorn Drive 
Sewickley, Pa 15143 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 1st 
 
Application Received:  7/15/19 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  
Proposed Changes:   Construction of a two-story rear addition. 

Discussion: 
1. Mr. Timothy Morgan steps to the podium; he is the architect for the project. He 

explains the proposal and goes through the presentation. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. She asks for comments and 
questions from the Commissioners. She asks why they aren’t using wood siding for 
the addition like other properties in the neighborhood. 

3. Mr. Morgan states that he was looking for a more cohesive look. 

4. Mr. Green addresses the brick material. 

5. Ms. Loysen asks about the location of the windows on the addition, although she 
isn’t sure how visible they are. 

6. Mr. Morgan addresses the windows but states they are not visible. 

7. Mr. Falcone states that the most important thing is the ability to distinguish the 
new from the old and not having the new addition mimic the historic fabric, and he 
believes this proposal does accomplish that. 

 Motion: 
1. Mr. Falcone moves to approve the application. 

2. Mr. Snipe seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 
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1232 Wolfrum Way 

                                                                   
Mexican War Streets Historic District 

 
Owner:  
James Lawrence & Andrea Fridley 
1237 Buena Vista Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15212 

 
Ward:  22nd 
 
Lot and Block:  23-K-180 

 
Applicant: 
John D. Francona 
1234 Resaca Place 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15212 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 1st 
 
Application Received:  7/11/19 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  
Proposed Changes:   Building renovations and demolition and reconstruction of a 
rear addition. 

Discussion: 
1. Mr. John Francona steps to the podium; he is the architect for the project. He 

explains the project and goes through the presentation. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. She asks for comments and 
questions from the Commissioners. 

3. Mr. Falcone asks about the current materials. 

4. Mr. Falcone states that there is aluminum siding with insulbrick underneath, and 
they were able to uncover a small piece of lap siding which they can match in 
Hardie board. 

5. Ms. Aguirre states that this is an improvement to the property although she had 
the same questions about what was underneath the siding and if it could be 
restored. 

6. Mr. Francona states that they are willing to restore the wood if there are large 
areas of it left. 

7. Ms. Quinn states that she doesn’t believe vinyl siding has been approved by the 
Commission before. 

8. Mr. Green reads from the guidelines and states that he doesn’t believe the back of 
the house falls within their purview as it is not visible from the public right-of-way, 
and he states that the side of the house is also minimally visible. 

9. The Commission discusses the application. 

10. Ms. Aguirre suggests that they could accept the vinyl on the narrow (north) side 
and ask for Hardie board on the back. 

11. Mr. Francona agrees. 



 Motion: 
1. Mr. Green moves to approve with the modification of adding Hardie siding at the 

rear. 

2. Mr. Hill seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 
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1030 Murray Hill Avenue                  Murray Hill Historic District     

 
Owner:  
Ronald Sobol 
Bigelow Property Services 
233 Spahr Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15232 

 
Ward:  14th 
 
Lot and Block:  85-F-73 

 
Applicant: 
Ronald Sobol 
Bigelow Property Services 
233 Spahr Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15232 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  
 
Application Received:  7/12/19 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  
Proposed Changes:   Replacement of front door. 

Discussion: 
1. Ms. Christina Westall steps to the podium representing the applicant. She explains 

the project and goes through the presentation. 

2. Mr. Hill asks if there is only a screen door there currently. 

3. Ms. Westall states that is correct. 

4. Mr. Falcone asks about their plans for the stained glass transom. 

5. Ms. Westall states that it is damaged and they are proposing to replace it. 

6. Mr. Falcone states that it looks like it can be repaired. He can provide some leads 
so they can look into it and transfer it to the new door installation. 

7. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. 

8. Ms. Loysen states that she has some concerns about the proposed pebble glass and 
would like them to explore other options. 

 Motion: 
1. Mr. Falcone moves to approve with the condition that the stained glass transom be 

retained with a treatment plan to be reviewed by staff, and additional glazing 
options be explored and reviewed by staff as well. 

2. Mr. Hill seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – July 3, 2019 

1140 Murray Hill Avenue                   Murray Hill Historic District     

 
Owner:  
Denise Holland 
1140 Murray Hill Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15217 

 
Ward:  14th 
 
Lot and Block:  85-F-50 

 
Applicant: 
Joseph Parente 
1101 Milton Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15218 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  
 
Application Received:  6/7/19 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  
Proposed Changes:   Roof replacement. 

Discussion: 
1. Mr. Joseph Parente steps to the podium; he is the applicant for the project. He 

provides the additional documentation that was requested at the prior meeting. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. 

3. Ms. Aguirre thanks the applicant for the additional work that was done and 
information was provided. She states that with this additional information and 
options provided she would be amenable to the roof replacement. 

4. Mr. Snipe agrees. 

5. Mr. Hill agrees. 

6. Ms. Loysen states that they have found that some of the simulated slate products 
are no less expensive and possibly less durable than real slate. 

7. Mr. Falcone asks if some of the slate could be reused for the visible features such 
as the turret. 

8. The Commission discusses the feasibility of this option with the applicant. 

 Motion: 
1. Ms. Loysen moves to approve the roof replacement with GAF Camelot asphalt 

shingles and suggests that some of the original slate be saved for future reference. 

2. Mr. Hill seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 
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Joseph J. Weis Jr. US Courthouse 
700 Grant Street 

                          
               Historic Nomination     

 
Owner: 
Federal Government 

 
Ward: 2nd 
 
Lot and Block:  2-B-39 

 
Nominator: 
Matthew Falcone 
 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  6th 
 
Nomination Received:  7/12/19 
 

National Register Status: Listed:  Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Nomination for historic designation. 

Discussion: 
1. Ms. Quinn makes a short presentation on the property and states that the property 

meets Criterion 3, exemplification of an architectural type, style or design, 
Criterion 4, work of an architect, engineer, designer, or builder, Criterion 7, 
association with important aspects or events in cultural or social history, and  
Criterion 10, unique location and distinctive physical appearance or presence.  

2. The Commission discusses the nomination. 

 Motion: 

1. Ms. Loysen moves to approve the nomination viability. 

2. Mr. Hill seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 
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