
 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of August 7, 2019 
Beginning at 12:30 PM 

200 Ross Street 
First Floor Hearing Room 

Pittsburgh, PA 15219 
In Attendance: 
 
Members Staff Others  

Lucia M. Aguirre Sharon Spooner Milton Ogot Amy Ahn Brade 

Richard Snipe Sarah Quinn Cheryl Tracy Anthony L. Pitassi 

David Green  Chad Fisher Barbara Rudiak 
James Hill  Angela Baehr Giselle Betances 

Matthew Falcone  Jeff Checcio Stephen Pascal 

  Dave Chrzan Jeremy Waldrup 

  Bob Baumbach Stephen Connell 

  David Serbin Marimba Milliones 

  Bob Russ Shvam Mathur 

 
 
Call to Order: 
 
Ms. Aguirre calls the meeting to order at 12:40 pm and confirms that a quorum is present.  

 
Old Business-None. 

New Business: 
 

Approval of Minutes:  In regards to the August 2019 meeting minutes, Mr. Falcone 
moves to approve and Mr. Snipe seconds. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and 
motion carries. 
   
Approval of Issuance of Certificates of Appropriateness:  In regards to the issuance 
of Certificates of Appropriateness in August 2019, Mr. Falcone moves to approve and Mr. 
Snipe seconds. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

    
Other Business: 
 

1. Ms. Quinn introduces two guests attending the meeting working on preservation with the 

community group and LRC on the Southside. She also talks about the ongoing work with 

revision of guidelines and survey. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for a motion to adjourn until 1:00 pm. 

3. Mr. Falcone moves. 

4. Mr. Snipe seconds. 

5. All are in favor and meeting is adjourned until 1:00 pm. 

6. Ms. Aguirre calls the meeting back to order at 1:00 pm. 

7. Ms. Quinn asks for comments on the National Register nominations; there are none. 

 

Division of Zoning and Development Review  

City of Pittsburgh, Department of City Planning 

200 Ross Street, Third Floor 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15219 



 
 

Adjourn: 
 

Mr. Falcone moves to adjourn. 

Mr. Hill seconds. 

Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote, all are in favor and meeting is adjourned. 

Minutes of the agenda items follow. 



Pittsburgh HRC – September 4, 2019 

National Aviary 
700 Arch Street 

                                                                
Allegheny Commons Park Historic District 

 

Owner:  
Cheryl Tracy 
The National Aviary 
700 Arch Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15212 

 
Ward:  22nd 
 
Lot and Block:  8-B-150 

 
Applicant: 
Anthony Pitassi 
PWWG Architects 
408 Blvd of the Allies 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15219 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 1st 
 
Application Received:  7/19/19 
 

National Register 
Status: 

Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Construction of enclosed pavilion. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Anthony Pitassi with PWWG Architects steps to the podium. He states that 
they have provided additional information and made some updates to the design. 
He introduces Amy Ahn, also with PWWG. 

2. Ms. Ahn steps to the podium to go through some of the history of the site and 
structures on the site that have informed their design. 

3. Mr. Pitassi steps back to the podium to go through the design. 

4. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment. 

5. Mr. Stephen Pascal steps to the podium. He has a question about the fact that the 
land is public and the process involved with building on public land. 

6. Ms. Quinn states that the Aviary leases the land from the City. 

7. Mr. Hill confirms that the land is leased for the foreseeable future. 

8. Ms. Quinn suggests that they contact PHMC about archeological concerns as they 
are building close to the site of the former penitentiary. 

9. Mr. Falcone states that he appreciates the work that has been done. He has a 
question about treatment of the glass for birds. 

10. Mr. Pitassi confirms that they will use bird friendly glass and provides a sample of 
one of the options they are looking at. 

11. Mr. Falcone asks about the future plans for connections to the rest of the 
Commons. 

12. The Commission discusses this with the applicant. 

13. Ms. Aguirre commends them for the changes they made and states that she feels 
the proposal has improved. She asks for additional comments or a motion. 



 Motion: 

1. Mr. Falcone moves to approve with the condition that glass specs be submitted to 
staff for approval. 

2. Mr. Snipe seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – September 4, 2019 

 
710-712 Cedar Avenue 

                                                                   
Deutschtown Historic District 

 

Owner:  
East Ohio Capital 
PO Box 6666 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15212 

 
Ward:  23rd 
 
Lot and Block:  23-S-240 

 

Applicant: 
Hart Architects 
984 Greenfield Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15217 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 1st 
 
Application Received:  7/19/19 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Building renovations and construction of rear garages. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Nathan Hart steps to the podium; he is the architect for the project. He 
explains the project and goes through the presentation. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment. 

3. Mr. Stephen Pascal steps to the podium. He states that he and Chris Gates testified 
previously and submitted written testimony which are part of the record and he 
won’t repeat. He also states that he is an appellant in the case on which this 
proposal depends. He states that this is still an incomplete proposal without a plan 
for the rear of the properties. He states that this block has an incredible 
combination of historic styles and materials which is one of the reasons they are 
taking such care with it. He mentions other issues including that the materials 
specs submitted are inadequate and that original openings are being filled which is 
in conflict with the guidelines. He also mentions the frieze at the top of the 
building which should be restored and for which no detail was given. 

4. Ms. Aguirre asks for additional public comment; there is none. She states for the 
record that additional written testimony was received from Mr. Pascal and from 
Mr. Chris Gates. 

5. Mr. Falcone commends the applicant for taking the comments from last time into 
account. He asks about the parging on the basement level. 

6. Mr. Hart addresses that treatment. 

7. Mr. Falcone asks about the treatment of the masonry including the frieze. 

8. Mr. Hart addresses the masonry and states that they would like to restore the 
frieze. 

9. Mr. Falcone asks about the wood shingle detailing. 

10. Mr. Hart states that they are not proposing to keep the shingles as they don’t 
believe they were a historic element. 



11. Mr. Falcone states that he would recommend keeping them, and asks if they would 
add any decorative elements or if there may be existing decoration under the 
plywood. 

12. Mr. Hart states that they can investigate that. 

13. Mr. Falcone states that he would still like to see a treatment plan for the rear in 
case something happens and the garages aren’t built. 

14. Ms. Aguirre states that she would like to see more information as well, and they 
need to determine if it can be reviewed by staff or can come back. She asks about 
the infill of the openings on the front. 

15. Mr. Hart clarifies. 

16. Mr. Falcone states that he would prefer a sandstone treatment to match the rest of 
the foundation. 

17. Ms. Aguirre asks if the Commission would like to see this back. 

18. Mr. Falcone states that they are near where they need to be on the front but he 
would like to see them come back for the rear. 

19. Ms. Aguirre asks for a motion. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Falcone moves to approve the application with the conditions that the frieze be 
retained and rehabilitated and submitted to staff for approval, that the opening at 
basement level be infilled to have a sandstone façade, and that the plywood should 
be removed from the pediments for discovery purposes and any changes submitted 
to staff for approval. He also moves that they should return to the Commission for 
a specific plan for the rear of the property. 

2. Mr. Hill seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – September 4, 2019 

 
808 Cedar Avenue 

                                                                   
Deutschtown Historic District 

 

Owner:  
Chad Fisher & Shara Gleason 
808 Cedar Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15212 

 
Ward:  23rd 
 
Lot and Block:  23-S-261 

 

Applicant: 
Chad Fisher & Shara Gleason 
808 Cedar Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15212 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 1st 
 
Application Received:  7/19/19 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   After-the-fact installation of clad wooden windows. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Chad Fisher steps to the podium; he is the owner of the property. He 
introduces Mr. Bob Baumbach, their architect, to present some additional 
information. 

2. Mr. Baumbach steps to the podium to present the additional drawings, photos, 
and supporting information. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment. 

4. Mr. Stephen Pascal steps to the podium. He states that this has been heard several 
times and both he and Chris Gates have provided testimony. He states that the 
property was required to be renovated with wood windows in the front, and just 
saying the windows are wood doesn’t make them wood. He reads from the 
guidelines that specify wood windows for front facades. 

5. Ms. Aguirre asks for additional public comment; there is none. 

6. Mr. Fisher steps back to the podium; he states that he also provided the 
Commission with a letter of support from the community. He gives some 
background on the situation with the property and that they would like to rectify 
the situation with the methods that Mr. Baumbach proposed. 

7. Ms. Aguirre confirms a letter received in support from the community and 
correspondence received from Mr. Chris Gates not in support. 

8. Mr. Falcone asks the owner if the windows were installed prior to them purchasing 
the home, and asks staff if the windows have then been installed for about 4 years. 

9. Mr. Fisher confirms that they were installed prior to purchasing the home and they 
only received notice of violation a few months ago when this process started. 

10. Ms. Quinn states that they may have been installed longer than that. 

11. Mr. Falcone states that the fact that they have been installed for so long may speak 



to the fact that they are inconspicuous. 

12. Mr. Pascal steps back to the podium and states that the windows were reported 
years ago and the enforcement did not happen. 

13. Ms. Aguirre states that everyone in the neighborhood is held to the same standard. 

14. Mr. Baumbach steps back to the podium to speak about the windows as well as 
issues with after-the-fact applications. 

15. Ms. Quinn states that after-the-fact applications are commonly reviewed and that 
there is no standard being set on them today. 

16. Mr. Falcone clarifies that every case is reviewed very carefully, and they have held 
applicants to the standards even when the violations were done by previous 
owners. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Falcone moves to approve the application with the condition that the windows 
be painted to make them less conspicuous, and that the paint be reviewed by staff. 

2. Mr. Snipe seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; Mr. Green, Mr. Hill, Mr. Falcone, and Mr. Snipe are in 
favor and Ms. Aguirre is against. Motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – September 4, 2019 

 
1610 E. Carson Street 

                                                                   
East Carson Street Historic District 

 

Owner:  
Frank C Michael Revokable Trust 
PO Box 90161 
Alexandria, Va 22309 

 
Ward:  17th 
 
Lot and Block:  12-E-382 

 

Applicant: 
Hart Architects 
984 Greenfield Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15217 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 3rd 
 
Application Received:  7/19/19 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Building renovations. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Nathan Hart steps to the podium; he is the architect for the project. He gives 
an overview of the project and what they have found during exploratory 
demolition and how that is informing the proposal. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment. 

3. Mr. Bob Russ steps to the podium representing the LRC. He appreciates the 
exploration that was done and states that they have some concerns about the 
proposal including the size of the signboard, the operable windows in the 
storefront, and the asymmetry of the storefront. He recommends tabling for 30 
days to correct the issues. 

4. Ms. Aguirre asks for additional public comment; there is none. 

5. Mr. Hart steps back to the podium. He states that they would be amenable to 
altering the signboard per the recommendations. 

6. Mr. Falcone asks if they could break up the horizontality of the signboard in other 
ways in addition to reducing the size. 

7. Mr. Hart states that they could think about adding vertical accents. 

8. Ms. Aguirre asks about the operable windows. 

9. Mr. Hart states that the tenants are looking at a restaurant so wanted the operable 
storefront. 

10. Mr. Hill asks if the issue is the type of operable window being proposed. 

11. Mr. Russ says that is correct as far as the issue the LRC had, and they would like to 
review it and improve the design. 

12. The Commission discusses the application. 



 Motion: 

1. Mr. Falcone moves to approve the renovations with the following conditions: that 
the signboard roughly match the original height as shown on the building, that the 
applicant work with the LRC prior to submitting a revised proposal to staff for 
review, and that if the scope of work exceeds what was discussed that the applicant 
come back to HRC for review. 

2. Mr. Hill seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – September 4, 2019 

 
New Granada Theater 
2007 Centre Avenue 

                                                                    
 

Individual Landmark 

 
Owner:  
New Granada Development, LLC 
2015 Centre Avenue, 2nd Floor 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15219 

 
Ward:  5th 
 
Lot and Block:  10-N-261 

 
Applicant: 
Milton Ogot 
320 Anthon Drive 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15235 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 6th 
 
Application Received:  8/1/19 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Building renovations. 

Discussion: 

1. Ms. Marimba Milliones steps to the podium; she is the president and CEO of the 
Hill Community Development Corporation. She introduces the members of her 
team including David Serbin, Shivam Mathur, and Milton Ogot. She gives some 
context for the project including their plans for the block as a whole and the 
history of the building and project. She explains their current proposal and goes 
through the presentation. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. She states that she is very 
excited to see this project coming before the Commission. 

3. Mr. Snipe also commends them for taking on such a great project. 

4. Mr. Hill commends them as well. 

5. Mr. Falcone speaks about a similar theater in DC, the Howard Theater, and its 
restoration. 

6. Mr. Hill asks if the marquee was ever lit and what their plans are for lighting. 

7. Mr. Ogot states that it was lit and shows where you can see it on the historic 
photos. 

8. Ms. Aguirre asks about some definition on the historic photos that is missing on 
the current drawing. 

9. Mr. Ogot states that they are trying to keep as close to the original as possible 
although they would like to request some changes such as being allowed to keep 
some later alterations. He states that the drawings are still in progress. 

10. Mr. Falcone states that he would like to see more details including materials 
specifications, and given that they are working with several organizations and the 
SHPO, he thinks they can give conceptual approval and table the application for 



more information. 

11. Ms. Aguirre agrees that more detail will be helpful not only for the HRC but for the 
SHPO as well. She states that her only other comment is that the aluminum and 
glass curtain wall enclosure on the Wylie Avenue elevation seems a little bit out of 
character, and they may want to look at that. 

12. Mr. Ogot talks about some of the options they are thinking about for that piece. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Falcone moves to table for 60 days. 

2. Mr. Hill seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – September 4, 2019 

 
Sterrett Classical Academy 
7100 Reynolds Street 

                                                                    
 

Individual Landmark 

 
Owner:  
Pittsburgh Public Schools 
1305 Muriel Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15203 

 
Ward:  14th 
 
Lot and Block:  126-L-170 

 
Applicant: 
Desmone Architects 
3400 Butler Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15201 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  
 
Application Received:  8/16/19 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Restoration of entrances including door replacement. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Stephen Connell from Pittsburgh Public Schools steps to the podium. He gives 
some background on the project and the reasons for it. He introduces Ms. Angela 
Baehr; the architect for the project. 

2. Ms. Baehr steps to the podium; she explains the project and goes through the 
presentation. 

3. Mr. Connell adds that the existing doors and railings are not original, and the 
stairs have been altered as well. 

4. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. 

5. Mr. Hill states that he appreciates the school districts recent preservation efforts. 

6. Ms. Aguirre states that the original doors would have been wood, although she 
understands that they have changed over time. 

7. Ms. Baehr states that they are looking at these insulated metal doors both for 
insulation and durability. She states that the existing doors aren’t original. 

8. Mr. Falcone states that they don’t look original. 

9. Mr. Green adds that it will be more appropriate to replace with matching doors 
rather than the various mismatched doors that are there now. 

10. Mr. Snipe agrees. 

11. Mr. Falcone adds that the schools have a significant setback from the public right-
of-way which makes the change in materials less apparent. 

 



 Motion: 

1. Mr. Falcone moves to approve. 

2. Mr. Snipe seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – September 4, 2019 

 
1231 Palo Alto Street 

                                                              
Mexican War Streets Historic District 

 

Owner:  
Ray & Addie Hayes 
1231 Palo Alto Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15212 

 
Ward:  22nd 
 
Lot and Block:  23-K-117 

 

Applicant: 
Ray Hayes 
1231 Palo Alto Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15212 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 1st 
 
Application Received:  8/16/19 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Alterations to previously approved garage roof deck plans. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Ray Hayes steps to the podium; he is the owner of the property. He explains 
the project and goes through the presentation. 

2. The Commission discusses the application and reviews the previously-approved 
submission. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Green moves to approve. 

2. Mr. Snipe seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – September 4, 2019 

 
5130 Bigelow Boulevard 

                                                                   
Oakland Civic Center Historic District 

 

Owner:  
Oakland Fifth Avenue Hotel Assoc. LP 
11410 Common Oaks Drive 
Raleigh, NC 27614 

 
Ward:  4th 
 
Lot and Block:  27-R-110 

 

Applicant: 
T-Mobile 
179 Cruikshank Road 
Sarver, Pa 16055 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 
 
Application Received:  6/3/19 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Installation of rooftop antennae. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Dave Chrzan steps to the podium; he is the applicant for the project. He 
explains the project and the community process they went through to come up 
with the proposal. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. She reads for the record a 
letter of support received from the Schenley Farms Civic Association. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Falcone moves to approve. 

2. Mr. Snipe seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – September 4, 2019 

 
925 Liberty Avenue 

                                                                   
Penn-Liberty Historic District 

 

Owner:  
Rugby Realty Co., Inc. 
707 Grant Street, 838 Gulf Tower 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15219 

 
Ward:  2nd 
 
Lot and Block:  9-N-55 

 

Applicant: 
Pgh Downtown Partnership 
925 Liberty Avenue, 4th Floor 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15222 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 6th 
 
Application Received:  8/5/19 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Change temporary installation to permanent. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Jeremy Waldrup steps to the podium representing the Pittsburgh Downtown 
Partnership. He explains the proposal and goes through the presentation. 

2. Ms. Quinn talks about the previous approval and the temporary nature of the 
materials and asks how that will be addressed. 

3. Mr. Waldrup addresses initial durability concerns since it was being installed over 
the public right-of-way and how that was addressed by the engineers when it was 
installed. 

4. The Commission discusses the application. 

5. Ms. Aguirre states that she would like more information on the existing 
installation as well as exploration of how to minimize the impact. 

6. Mr. Falcone states that a better understanding of what currently exists and how 
that differs from the original approval would be helpful. He would also like more 
information on changes that could make parts of the installation more 
inconspicuous. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Falcone moves to table the application for 60 days. 

2. Mr. Snipe seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – September 4, 2019 

Joseph J. Weis Jr. US Courthouse 
700 Grant Street 

                          
               Historic Nomination     

 

Owner: 
Federal Government 

 
Ward: 2nd 
 
Lot and Block:  2-B-39 

 

Nominator: 
Matthew Falcone 
 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  6th 
 
Nomination Received:  7/12/19 
 

National Register Status: Listed:  Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Nomination for historic designation. 

Discussion: 
1. Ms. Quinn states that they will be making a recommendation to City Council 

today.  She makes a short presentation on the property and states that the property 
meets Criterion 3, exemplification of an architectural type, style or design, 
Criterion 4, work of an architect, engineer, designer, or builder, Criterion 7, 
association with important aspects or events in cultural or social history, and  
Criterion 10, unique location and distinctive physical appearance or presence.  

2. The Commission discusses the nomination. 

 Motion: 

1. [Inaudible] moves to make a positive recommendation to City Council. 

2. [Inaudible] seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – September 4, 2019 

Pennsylvania National Bank 
3480 Butler Street 

                          
               Historic Nomination     

 

Owner: 
Mr. Chip Desmone 
Desmone Architects 
3400 Butler Street 
Pittsburgh, PA 15201 

 
Ward: 6th 
 
Lot and Block:  48-S-268 

 
Nominator: 
Matthew Falcone 
 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  7th 
 
Nomination Received:  8/15/19 
 

National Register Status: Listed:  Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Nomination for historic designation. 

Discussion: 
1. Ms. Quinn makes a short presentation on the property and states that the property 

meets Criterion 2, identification with a person or persons, Criterion 3, 
exemplification of a distinguished architectural type, style, or design, Criterion 4, 
work of an architect, engineer, designer, or builder, and Criterion 10, unique 
location and distinctive physical appearance or presence. She also states that it has 
retained intergrity. 

2. The Commission discusses the nomination. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Green moves to positively assess the nomination based on the criteria 
identified in the application. 

2. Mr. Snipe seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 
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