
Pittsburgh Shade Tree Commission 

May 15th  

Minutes 

 

1. Matt E. motioned to approve the April minutes, James S. seconded the motion. The 

motion carried. 

2. City Foresters Report- Lisa finished the spring planting season. Duquesne light did a 

tree planting event with their staff in Highland Park.  Lisa spoke with Duquesne Light 

about sharing data for the utility pruning and possibly have Duquesne Light assist in 

tree replacement and removal. Commissioners hoped the utility position could be filled 

soon to support the coordination efforts with all utilities, not just Duquesne Light.  

Mike Homa is working with Jim B. to get gif information from Cartegraph.  

 

Mardi I asked James S. if PWSA would be able to assist in a similar capacity. James 

explained that the utility work is planned years in advanced and scheduling something 

like that would be difficult.  

 

Lisa asked to include new tree planting as a capital expense for funding purposes to 

help elevate the strain of the Tree Vitalize program contributions. A lengthy discussion 

took place regarding the forestry’s budget and the possibility to plant more trees. 

 

Lisa will advocate for a tree planting budget through DOMI since the Right of Ways 

fall under their jurisdiction  

 

3. Tree Pittsburgh Report- Matt E informed the commission that there will be a planting 

event held at Chatham University on April 19th. 500 seedlings were planted in 

Sewickley Pa. There will be a planting at Taylor Allderdice High School in memory of 

the Tree of Life victims, funds were raised by student clubs. 

Tree tender classes will start May 29th and go into June. 20 people are registered.  

The summer tree care crew started May 13th. Jake is looking at having crews work on 

trees planted over the last 2 years.  
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Mardi asked if there was a way to get contact info for seedling giveaway recipients. 

Matt said that it’s under development. There are 1500 people registered for tree 

giveaways this fall. Tree Pittsburgh hired a new outreach specialist.  

4. New Business- A lengthy discussion took place regarding City’s deer population and 

the many issues that they are causing throughout the city. It was noted that chronic 

waste disease was confirmed in deer north of Pittsburgh. Several members presented 

ideas on ways to deal with the issue, and possible “fixes” for the dear control problem. 

Philadelphia has a program.  Allegheny County has a program; we could invite the 

director to come to a future meeting.  Mardi offered to write a letter to city officials 

regarding this issue at some point if the Commission had a specific request or 

recommendation.  

 

5. Old business- Summerset at Frick development is in Phase 3.  Lisa C. stated that 

mitigation would probably be in the millions. Landfill would have to be brought in to 

cover land contaminants. A lengthy discussion took place regarding Summerset at 

Frick.  

6. Announcements- Tree Pittsburgh hosted a Mother’s Day brunch, which was a success. 

Tree Pittsburgh next event will be Pizza on the Patio.  

 

The Shade Tree Commission has an official email address. PSTC@pittsburghpa.gov. 

Our social media task force is hoping to go live by the Summer Solstice.   

 

URA has a small grants program using CGBG money for major developments and 

improvements in the public realm. 

 

Duquesne Light partnered with Tree Pittsburgh giving away 300 1 gallon trees and is 

hoping to provide 200 3 gallon trees to giveaway at Frick Park. Residents need to 

register online.   

 

Octobers PSTC meeting will be held at the new Tree Pittsburgh building. 

 

Matt E. motioned to adjourn  

Alicia Second the motion.  
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