
Pittsburgh Shade Tree Commission 

September 18th 2019 

Minutes 

 

 

1.  Matt E.  motioned to approve the August Minutes with noted correction, Section 3 should 

read “Joe Stavish, Tree Pittsburgh’s Education Coordinator gave a presentation on the Tree 

Tender Program, as well as the yearly Arbor Day celebration.” The last sentence of the 

August minutes should read “Jeff Bergman informed the Commission that Tree Vitalize 

approved 250 trees to be planted via applications.”  James S. seconded the motion, the 

motion carried.  

Note: Mardi read today’s Pittsburgh Post-Gazette article titled “First things first: Mayor 

Peduto needs to maintain the trees.” A discussion followed regarding topics discussed in the 

article, and there was consensus a response would be difficult and complicated and therefore 

no official response was refomme3nded.   

2.  Mission Statement update- Matt E. read the updated statement as presented by the 

established subcommittee, “The Pittsburgh Shade Tree Commission works to insure the many social, 

economic, environmental and human health benefits of trees for current and future residents through the 

planting, protection and preservation of as many trees as possible within the City on public and private 

property.”   

After unanimous consent Mardi I. acknowledged the above as the new official mission 

statement of the PSTC.  

3.  City Forester Report- Lisa updated the commission on forestry operations: 

Lisa informed the commission that the oldest bucket truck in our inventory had 

spontaneously combusted at the forestry field office after business hours and is burned to the 

ground.  The city is self-insured.  Lisa informed the commission the Director is requesting 

that the STC assist in purchasing a new vehicle. Actually multiple trucks are being retired. 

Mardi I, suggested Lisa C. to come up with a proposal the new truck.  

There is a problem with finding applicants who can meet the residency requirements.  Kristin 

S. suggested to contact Bidwell Training Center. 

 

Lisa meet with I&P and had to inform the commission that the I-pads purchased  a few years 

ago by the STC, for Forestry staff are now obsolete, and we either need junk them or the 

commission needs to come up with a means to reuse them. A brief discussion took place. 
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Matt E. asked if Tree Pittsburgh would be able to use them. Lisa C. said she will inform I&P 

that we are hoping to transfer ownership to Tree PGH.  

 

Lisa informed the commission that she went on a boat tour to visit multiple Riparian Zones 

that are in need of plantings. Forestry is also gearing up for the fall 2019 planting season. 

Started working with the WPC on spring planting applications, as well as several projects 

being planned on the eastern side of the City. Manchester and Allegheny West will have 

projects slated for in the spring.  

4.  Tree Pittsburgh Report- Matt E. updated the commission. Summer Tree care crews will 

wrap up their work in August. They worked with partners and neighborhood groups on 

watering newly planted trees.  

The next Tree tender course is scheduled for December 7th.  

Tree Pittsburgh received a grant from the Arbor Day foundation and FedEx for a planting 

project in Highland Park. There will also be tree plantings held in Ross, and Moon 

Townships.  

5.  New Business- Andrea K. wanted to update the commission on a special project that will 

be taking place in Arsenal Park in Lawrenceville. The projects goal is to connect Davidson 

Street to 40th. Street.  Andrea stated the Master Plan that was submitted by the Parks 

Conservancy didn’t take into account the historical features and trees. She assured the 

commission that she will be doing her due diligence to fight for tree protection during this 

project. 

Emily M. is working with Lamar Conscience Group updating a community space. The 

budget is calling for $400,000. Emily asked the commission if there was any more 

Alternative compliance funding for Lamar. A discussion took place regarding different 

projects taking place in Lamar and the availability of alternative compliance funds.     

6.  Old Business – Lisa C. updated the commission on the Tree of Life memorial. Andrea 

reported that she was asked to create a schedule for after the year anniversary for a spring 

planting.  A lengthy discussion took place regarding timing.  Mardi noted that the community 

is not ready to decide on a memorial and when they are ready the PSTC has already agreed to 

fund the trees. 

Alicia C. reported that PSTC now has a total of 105 followers on Instagram.  

*Kristin S. mentioned the intern who helped design the new STC Logo is willing to continue 

to assist the commission this semester.   

 

Kristin S. motioned to adjourn  

 

*Note- Mardi I. had to leave the meeting at 10:15am.  Lisa C. finished chairing the meeting 

until 10:30 am.* 


