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A. Approval of Minutes 

On motion duly moved by Ms. Dietrick and seconded by Ms. Dick, the minutes of the October 8, 2019 are 
approved.   

B. Correspondence (See Attachment B) 

The Commission is in receipt of the following correspondence: 

• Regarding the Greater Hazelwood Neighborhood Plan: 
o Councilman Corey O’Connor 
o Planned Parenthood of Western Pennsylvania 
o Community Kitchen Pittsburgh 
o Arts Excursion Unlimited 
o JADA House International, Inc. 
o Leading to Movement, Inc. 
o Propel Schools 

 
o Letter from Councilman Bruce Kraus regarding Council Bill 2019-2031 Petition for Jane and 

Mary Streets. 

D. Development Reviews (See Attachment D for staff reports.) 

1. Hearing and Action:  DCP-HN-2019-00127, 700 Grant Street, Historic Nomination 

Ms. Quinn made a presentation in accordance with the attached staff report.  Ms. Quinn recommends 
approval of the proposal. 

 

Ms. Quinn reported that the  U.S. Courthouse is a monumental, ten-story building occupying a full city 
block on the east side of Grant Street between Seventh Avenue and what is now the Martin Luther 
King Jr. East Busway. To the rear, the property is bounded by the former Pennsylvania Railroad tracks, 
which run in an open cut below grade level en route to the Panhandle Tunnel. The building footprint is 
almost rectangular, though a portion of the east side angles outward to follow the curve of the railroad 
tracks. The building is approximately 525 by 145 feet, extending to 190 feet at the north end. It is of steel 
frame construction with stone cladding.  

 

The U.S. Post Office and Courthouse was officially dedicated at 10:30 a.m. on October 13, 1934, The 
new building was the largest structure in downtown Pittsburgh, with around 600,000 square feet of 
floor space and room for 3,000 employees. The Pittsburgh Press reported that the building contained 
15,000 tons of steel, 60,000 cubic yards of concrete—enough to build a sidewalk from Pittsburgh to 
Wheeling—and over 16,000 stone blocks, along with 1,126 doors and 1,200 windows. The basement 
level was connected directly to the railroad, with four tracks allowing 28 rail cars to be loaded or 
unloaded simultaneously, and the rear loading dock had room for 47 mail trucks. An elaborate system 
of chutes and conveyors allowed mail to be moved quickly from floor to floor. In an effort to keep the 
mail secure, the building also had a network of tunnels allowing hidden postal inspectors to watch the 
employees below—even in the washrooms. 
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In 1935, three large 20-by-10-foot murals were commissioned for the courtrooms on the eighth floor.  
The lower floors continued to house the Post Office until 1983, though the downtown location, ideal for 
deliveries by train, was not so convenient in the era of truck-based service. The train tracks were 
removed from the basement in 1974 and it was converted to an additional parking area. Eventually the 
Post Office moved to a new facility on the North Side, although a smaller branch office remained in 
operation until 2014. 

 

Staff finds that the nomination submitted for the Joseph J. Weis Jr. US Courthouse meets the required 
criteria and integrity standards for listing as city-designated historic site, and The Historic Review 
Commission votes to provide an affirmative recommendation to City Council regarding historic 
designation. 

 

The Chairwoman called for comments from the Public. 

 

Matthew Falcone of Preservation Pittsburgh spoke in support of the nomination. 

 

There being no more comments from the Public, the Chairwoman called for questions and comments 
from the Commissioners. 

 

There being no questions or comments from the Commissioners, the Chairwoman called for the 
motion. 

 

MOTION: That the Planning Commission of the City of Pittsburgh make a positive 
recommendation to Pittsburgh City Council. 

 

MOLVED BY: Ms. Dick     SECONDED BY:  Ms. Askey 

 

IN FAVOR: Burton-Faulk, O’Neill, Mingo, Dick, Deitrick, Askey 

 

OPPOSED: 

 

MOTION CARRIED 

 
2. Hearing and Action:  Greater Hazelwood Neighborhood Plan 

Mr. Dash made a presentation in accordance with the attached staff report.  Mr. Dash recommends 
approval of the proposal. 
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Mr. Dash introduced The Greater Hazelwood Neighborhood Plan (GHNP) is the third neighborhood 
plan developed by the City as part of the Comprehensive Plan. For the Hazelwood and Glen Hazel 
neighborhoods, known collectively as Greater Hazelwood, the GHNP will guide City decisions related 
to preserving and strengthening the existing community, encouraging balanced and equitable 
development without displacement, providing strategic improvements to mobility, and investing in 
sustainable infrastructure.  

 

Other components of the City’s Comprehensive Plan, such as the Housing, Economic Development and 
Mobility Plans, are also being developed at this time, as are neighborhood plans for the Homewood 
and the Oakland communities. Once completed, all “components” will be integrated into a multi-
purpose policy document that will set investment priorities, coordinate neighborhood-scale planning 
efforts, and guide the City’s land use and development decision-making processes for many years to 
come.  

 

Ms. Akinlotan, Neighborhood Planner stated that a Steering Committee of approximately 30 members 
representing project partners in the community and at the City was formed to oversee the GHNP 
planning process, provide guidance on plan topics, provide feedback on proposals as they formed, and 
to review early drafts of the plan.   Phase 1 of the public engagement involved a variety of methods. 
The project team held three public open houses, which included community surveys, activities, 
presentations, and communal dinners. In addition, the team conducted interviews with stakeholders, 
posted public comment posters throughout the community, and hosted a Neighborhood Memoirs 
Workshop and a Second Avenue Community Preference & Massing Activity to create a vision for 
redevelopment of that corridor.  

 

Five Action Teams met regularly and collaborated with City departments and representatives, and 
subject matter experts. These teams directly influenced this Plan by identifying priorities and strategies, 
reviewing drafts, and engaging with the community.  

 

A draft of the GHNP was released for public review and comment on August 30th. The document was 
disseminated to six locations throughout the community including the library, senior living and health 
centers, Center of Life, and Hazelwood Initiative.  

 

A second Phase of engagement to reengage residents and stakeholders in the planning process 
included stakeholder group meetings, specifically targeting populations identified within the planning 
process.  

 

A public open house was held at Mill 19 (Hazelwood Green) on September 16th, led by leadership 
from partner community organization Greater Hazelwood Community Collaborative (GHCC) and 
Steering Committee members. Over 130 people attended. Comments were received for 19 days 
following this event via telephone, email, comment form and an online comment form on the project 
website. Over 240 comments were received, reviewed and responded to.  



 

 Planning Commission Minutes Page 5 

The recommendations of the GHNP center around four topic areas: preserving and strengthening the 
existing community, encouraging balanced and equitable development without displacement, 
providing strategic improvements to mobility, and investing in sustainable infrastructure.  

 

The GHNP establishes a framework of goals, Priorities and strategies that will help to realize the vision 
of the community as detailed in the plan.  

 

Several of the Priorities and strategies are already in discussion or underway, but need an adopted plan 
to help make them a reality.  

 

In closing, she affirmed that the Greater Hazelwood Community Collaborative (GHCC) has made “A 
Call to Action” charging Greater Hazelwoodians to “make this vision a reality.” 

 

Sonya Tillman, Executive Director of Hazel Initiative spoke about the North Star vision statement and 
highlighted the aspects of it stating the diversity is important and affordable housing.  Hazelwood 
Green will produce a lot of investment and they want to make sure it is developed without 
displacement.  The community chapter focuses on basic health, arts and culture. They have many 
young and old people not many in the middle.  Sixty percent of the residents in Hazelwood are at or 
close to poverty, most residents have graduated from high school but do not continue to college 
making affordable housing a priority.  The priority is to address barriers, education and employment, 
public health issues, and value long time residents and welcome new neighbors.  Importantly they 
wanted to make sure the master plan is not just about development it is about the people.   

 

Tim Smith CEO of Center of Life and Chair of the Greater Hazelwood Community Collaborative 
(GHCC) presented information on the Mobility and Infrastructure chapters of the Neighborhood Plan, 
portion of the Neighborhood Plan stated that they focused on how people move safely throughout the 
neighborhood.  There are several streets in the area that do not have sidewalks and they are working to 
change that.  They desire a more walkable community and keep the kids safe when they are walking 
home from school.  They would like to obtain high quality transit.  In Hazelwood they have many 
greenways and are known for that. Twenty percent of the children in the community have asthma and 
they would like to train and teach on how people can make their homes better air quality.  They want 
to begin to trap and harness water to make it work better for the community. The plan to address many 
of their sustainability challenges.  They want to also test the soil in the urban gardens and decrease 
combined sewer overflow. The community is excited about the adoption and implementation of this 
neighborhood plan. 

 

Reverend June Jeffries presented the Call to Action.  She is a lifetime resident of the Greater Hazelwood 
Community.  The logo is representative to their responsibility of the plan.  The heart represents the 
commitment of this plan.  The hands represent the work that is needed to lift the plan off the pages and 
make it a reality for time for the current and future residents of Greater Hazelwood.  They will 
continue to lift their voices and hands to make this plan happen.    
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The Chairwoman called for comments from the Public. 

 

Curt Conrad of Councilman O’Connor’s office spoke in full support of the Plan. 

 

Christina Dipeirto a resident of Hazelwood for 72 years spoke in full support of the Plan. 

 

Fran Bertinacci of Hazelwood spoke in support of the Plan. 

 

Michael Wilson of Glen Hazel spoke in full support of the Plan. 

 

Tim Smith Chair of the Greater Hazelwood Community Collaborative (GHCC) of Hazelwood spoke in 
full support of the Plan. 

 

There being no more comments from the Public, the Chairwoman called for questions and comments 
from the Commissioners. 

 

Ms. O’Neill stated she has a disclosed relationship with Almono but it does not affect her vote. 

 

Ms. Dick the sentiments of the community are what is making this plan a success.  Thank you. 

 

Ms. Dietrick asked about the density, vacant lots, zoning and land use for the big chunks of land and 
residential infilling.   Connection needs to be tied to residents to the construction jobs in the 
neighborhood.  Infill development needs to be included in this plan.  It’s just not about Hazelwood 
Green.  Do not let the Zoning drive the development.  She added that the mill closed 21 years ago and 
what about the pollution Clairton that is in the area asthma is tied to this more needs to done with this 
aspect. 

 

Ms. Mingo stated that she loves the data in this plan for comparative analysis.  She is hopeful about this 
and she appreciates the fact that Hazelwood can go after funding for water and soil treatment and the 
community garden. 

 

Ms. Burton-Faulk thanked everyone for all of their hard work and the fire that they came here with.  
Continue to create the vision that people will see you through.  

 

There being no more questions or comments from the Commissioners, the Chairwoman called for the 
motion. 
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MOTION: That the Planning Commission of the City of Pittsburgh makes a positive 
recommendation to Pittsburgh City Council to adopt the Greater Hazelwood 
Neighborhood Plan as submitted 

 

MOLVED BY:  Ms. O’Neill     SECONDED BY:  Ms. Dick 

 

IN FAVOR:  Burton-Faulk, O’Neill, Mingo, Dick, Deitrick, Askey 

  

OPPOSED: 

 

MOTION CARRIED 

 
 

3. Hearing and Action:  DCP-ZDR-2019-02333, 439 Wood Street, Exterior Renovations 

 

Mr. Gregory made a presentation in accordance with the attached staff report.  Mr. Gregory 
recommends approval of the proposal. 

 

Ryan Englad of City Studios presented plans  for renovation of the exterior façade on an existing 
structure.  The 4-story building has a terra coda exterior they will repair the masonry and windows.  
GFRC will be used to create a uniform glazed look including wood historic windows.  Floors 2-4 will 
be the only area renovated. 

 

The Chairwoman called for comments from the Public. 

 

There being no more comments from the Public, the Chairwoman called for questions and comments 
from the Commissioners. 

 

There being no more questions or comments from the Commissioners, the Chairwoman called for the 
motion. 

 

MOTION: That the Planning Commission of the City of Pittsburgh Approves Project Development 
Plan No. DCP-ZDR-2019-02333, for exterior renovations at 439 Wood Street based on the 
application and drawings filed by City Studios on behalf of Oren and Eitan Solomon, 
property owners, with the following conditions: 
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1. The final construction plans including site plan and elevations shall be reviewed 
and approved by the Zoning Administrator prior to the issuance of a building 
permit. 

 

2. A Construction Management Plan shall be reviewed and approved by the 
Zoning Administrator and DOMI staff prior to the issuance of a building permit. 

 

MOVED BY: Ms. O’Neill   SECONDED BY:  Ms. Dick 

 

IN FAVOR:   Burton-Faulk, O’Neill, Mingo, Dick, Deitrick, Askey  

 

OPPOSED: 

 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

4. Hearing and Action:  DCP-MPZC-2019-00427, Council Bill 2019-2031, Jane and Mary Streets Rezoning 

 

Ms. Kramer made a presentation in accordance with the attached staff report.  Ms. Kramer 
recommends approval of the proposal. 

 

Ben Kelly of Oxford Development showed are affected by the proposed zone change.  The petition 
would rezone the subject proprieties from EMI to UI.  The enactment of this rezoning will permit the 
involved property to be developed for uses permitted in the UI Zoning District.  The facility currently 
houses IT employees and eventually they will renovate to accommodate work at home employees.  
They will return to the commission once the plans are finalized this condition is not connected to any 
development at this time. 

 

The met with the community groups last year in June.  UPMC will fully cooperate with the community 
groups and attend any meetings necessary.  This is a multi-phased project and will begin in the 3rd 
quarter of 2020. 

 

The Chairwoman called for comments from the Public. 

 

Matthew Brungo of Sarah Street of the S. Side Community Council.  They are not in support of this due 
to it being a blanket approval.  The parcels that are in this proposal, the western and northern areas are 
residential.  UI does not fit the character for the use on the ground.  A blanket UI change could mean 
anything and respectfully ask that the commission deny this change. 
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Liz Gray of S. 21st Street spoke in opposition due to the parking shortage and they were never notified 
of this until now and would like the developer to meet with the Brewhouse Lofts residents and work 
this out. 

 

Ms. Brosha of Councilman Kraus office spoke in full support of the Zone Change. 

 

Mr. Eurbanik of Mary Street wanted to know who will pay the taxes on this and the parking lots what 
will become of them.   

 

There being no more comments from the Public, the Chairwoman called for questions and comments 
from the Commissioners. 

 

Ms. O’Neill asked staff will there be an opportunity for the building to come back or will it be an 
Administrator Approval and the R1A district will it be subject to residential compatibility standards.  

 

Mr. Layman said with a something this large will go under site plan review and will go back to 
Planning Commission.  Yes R1A is subject to residential compatibility standards so there is protection 
for the community. 

 

Mr. Altmire of UPMC stated there will be no hospital use and it will be fully taxable. 

 

Ms. Deitrick asked what community groups have they met with and what letters of support do they 
have.  She would have loved to have some support letters or have a representative expressing their 
support. 

 

Mr. Kelly said they did not ask for letters but they did meet with the official neighborhood groups in 
hopes that they would reach out to their constituents. There is no intent to sell this property. They are 
open to meet with any other groups going forward.  The Chamber and the Planning forum had 
positive feedback.  He was hoping someone would be here to express support. 

 

Ms. Burton-Faulk said she feels the Councilman’s support is sufficient for her. She is sure that if the 
community was pushing back like this he would have addressed it in his support letter. 

 

Ms. Dick asked what if they come back with a plan and the change at the same time and the 
commissioners deny petition. 

 

Mr. Kelly said they initially had planned to do that but the city they won’t know what they are 
evaluating until the zoning is changed. 
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Mr. Layman said it could be a long process between zone change and actual plan. 

 

Ms. O’Neill said City Council will have a public hearing and the community can address their concerns 
there as well. 

 

There being no more ques6tions or comments from the Commissioners, the Chairwoman called for the 
motion. 

 

MOTION: That the Planning Commission of the City of Pittsburgh recommends the following 
approval to City Council of Council Bill 2019-2031, Zone Change Petition No. 2019---427, 
to rezone parcels 12-K-290 (2100 Jane Street), 12-P-27 (2000 Mary Street), and 12-K-360 
(No address assigned) in the South Side Flats neighborhood from Educational Medical 
Institutional (EMI) to Urban Industrial (UI). 

 

MOVED BY: Ms. O’Neill   SECONDED BY:  Ms. Askey 

 

IN FAVOR:   Burton-Faulk, O’Neill, Mingo, Askey 

 

Ms. Dietrick and Ms. Dick abstained. 

 

OPPOSED: 

 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

E. Plan of Lots (See Attachment E) 

5. Bonvue/Baytree Subdivision Plan, (121-127 Bonvue Street), 26th Ward 
 

Mr. Miller made presentation in accordance with the attached staff report.  Acting Director Dash agrees 
with the subdivision committee and recommends approval of the plan.  The Chairwoman called for a 
motion. 

 

MOTION Bonvue/Baytree Subdivision Plan, 26th Ward, City of Pittsburgh, County of Allegheny, 
received by the Planning Commission on November 5, 2019, BE APPROVED and the 
signatures of the proper officers of the Planning Commission be affixed thereto. (No 
improvements or monuments needed.) 
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MOVED BY: Ms. Askey     SECONDED BY:  Ms. Mingo 

 

IN FAVOR:  Dick, O Neill, Burton-Faulk, Mingo, Askey, Dietrick 

 

OPPOSED 

 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

6. Pomo Sweetbriar Subdivision No. 3, (1509 W. Sycamore Street), 26th Ward 

Mr. Miller made presentation in accordance with the attached staff report.  Acting Director Dash agrees 
with the subdivision committee and recommends approval of the plan.  The Chairwoman called for a 
motion. 

 

MOTION Pomo Sweetbriar Subdivision No. 3, 26th Ward, City of Pittsburgh, County of Allegheny, 
received by the Planning Commission on November 5, 2019, BE APPROVED and the 
signatures of the proper officers of the Planning Commission be affixed thereto. (No 
improvements or monuments needed.) 

 

 

 

MOVED BY: Ms. Askey     SECONDED BY:  Ms. Mingo 

 

IN FAVOR:  Dick, O Neill, Burton-Faulk, Mingo, Askey, Dietrick 

 

OPPOSED 

 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

7. Damewood Consolidation Plan, (210-12 Prospect Street), 19th  Ward 

Mr. Miller made presentation in accordance with the attached staff report.  Acting Director Dash agrees 
with the subdivision committee and recommends approval of the plan.  The Chairwoman called for a 
motion. 

 

MOTION Damewood Consolidation Plan, 19th Ward, City of Pittsburgh, County of Allegheny, 
received by the Planning Commission on November 5, 2019, BE APPROVED and the 
signatures of the proper officers of the Planning Commission be affixed thereto. (No 
improvements or monuments needed.) 
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MOVED BY: Ms. Askey     SECONDED BY:  Ms. Mingo 

 

IN FAVOR:  Dick, O Neill, Burton-Faulk, Mingo, Askey, Dietrick 

 

OPPOSED 

 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

8. KGTG Woolslayer Plan Revised, (3927 Woolslayer), 6th Ward 

Mr. Miller made presentation in accordance with the attached staff report.  Acting Director Dash agrees 
with the subdivision committee and recommends approval of the plan.  The Chairwoman called for a 
motion. 

 

MOTION KGTG Woolslayer Plan Revised, 6th Ward, City of Pittsburgh, County of Allegheny, 
received by the Planning Commission on November 5, 2019, BE APPROVED and the 
signatures of the proper officers of the Planning Commission be affixed thereto. (No 
improvements or monuments needed.)  

 

MOVED BY: Ms. Askey     SECONDED BY:  Ms. Mingo 

 

IN FAVOR:  Dick, O Neill, Burton-Faulk, Mingo, Askey, Dietrick 

 

OPPOSED 

 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

9. Steel City Images Subdivision, (106 43rd Street), 9th Ward 

Mr. Miller made presentation in accordance with the attached staff report.  Acting Director Dash agrees 
with the subdivision committee and recommends approval of the plan.  The Chairwoman called for a 
motion. 

 

MOTION Steel City Images Subdivision Plan, 9th Ward, City of Pittsburgh, County of Allegheny, 
received by the Planning Commission on November 5, 2019, BE APPROVED and the 
signatures of the proper officers of the Planning Commission be affixed thereto. (No 
improvements or monuments needed.) 
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MOVED BY: Ms. Askey     SECONDED BY:  Ms. Mingo 

 

IN FAVOR:  Dick, O Neill, Burton-Faulk, Mingo, Askey, Dietrick 

 

OPPOSED 

 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

10. Esperanza Consolidation Plan, (7447-49 Frankstown Avenue), 13th Ward 

Mr. Miller made presentation in accordance with the attached staff report.  Acting Director Dash agrees 
with the subdivision committee and recommends approval of the plan.  The Chairwoman called for a 
motion. 

 

MOTION Esperanza Consolidation Plan, 13th Ward, City of Pittsburgh, County of Allegheny, 
received by the Planning Commission on November 5, 2019, BE APPROVED and the 
signatures of the proper officers of the Planning Commission be affixed thereto. (No 
improvements or monuments needed.)  

 

MOVED BY: Ms. Askey     SECONDED BY:  Ms. Mingo 

 

IN FAVOR:  Dick, O Neill, Burton-Faulk, Mingo, Askey, Dietrick 

 

OPPOSED 

 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

11. River Place Lot 7, (2012-24 Waterfront Place), 2nd  Ward 

Mr. Miller made presentation in accordance with the attached staff report.  Acting Director Dash agrees 
with the subdivision committee and recommends approval of the plan.  The Chairwoman called for a 
motion. 

 

MOTION River Place Lot 7, 2nd Ward, City of Pittsburgh, County of Allegheny, received by the 
Planning Commission on November 5, 2019 BE APPROVED and the signatures of the 
proper officers of the Planning Commission be affixed thereto. (No improvements or 
monuments needed.)  
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MOVED BY:  Ms. O’Neill     SECONDED BY:  Ms. Askey 

 

IN FAVOR:  Dick, O Neill, Burton-Faulk, Mingo, Askey, Dietrick 

 

OPPOSED 

 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

12. Pennley Park South Plan, (5600 Penn Avenue), 8th  Ward 

Mr. Miller made presentation in accordance with the attached staff report.  Acting Director Dash agrees 
with the subdivision committee and recommends approval of the plan.  The Chairwoman called for a 
motion. 

 

MOTION Pennley Park South Plan, 8th Ward, City of Pittsburgh, County of Allegheny, received by 
the Planning Commission on November 5, 2019, BE PRELIMINARILY APPROVED 
AND SCHEDULE FOR FINAL REVIEW ON NOVEMBER 19, 2019. 

 

MOVED BY:  Ms. Dick     SECONDED BY:  Ms. Askey 

 

IN FAVOR:  Dick, Burton-Faulk, Mingo, Askey, Dietrick 

 

OPPOSED 

 

Ms. O’Neill abstained. 

 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

F. Director’s Report 

No Report. 
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G. Adjournment 

Motion to adjourn made by Ms. O’Neill, and seconded by Ms. Askey.  The Meeting adjourned at 4:54 PM 

 
 
Approved by:   Rachel O’Neill, Acting Secretary 
     

Disclaimer 

The official records of the Planning Commission’s meetings are the Minutes of the Meetings approved by the 
Commission’s Secretary, Becky Mingo.  The Minutes are the ONLY official record. 

Any other notes, recordings, etc. are not official records of the Planning Commission.  The Planning 
Commission cannot verify the accuracy or authenticity of notes, recordings, etc. that are not part of the official 
minutes. 
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