
 

Page 1 of 16 

 

 ART COMMISSION 
 
Minutes of the meeting Wednesday, August 23, 2017 
Beginning at 2:00 p.m. 
 
PRESENT OF THE COMMISSION: Indovina, Goulatia, Luckett, Arimoto-Mercer, 

Moss, Gable, Gastil 
 
PRESENT OF THE STAFF:    Guerra, Rearick 
             
   
                                   AGENDA ITEMS COVERED IN THESE MINUTES 

ITEM PAGE 
1. First Lutheran Church-Always Made New Poster Project 1-3 
2. Greenfield Community Association-Wayfinding Mural 3-4 
3. Highland Park Community Council-Bryant Street Banners 4 
4. Friends of the Riverfront-Trail Amenities 5 
5. Friends of the Riverfront-Interpretive Signs 6 
6. Warhol, Contemporary Craft, Beechview CLP, City of Pittsburgh 

Public Art and Civic Design-Out of Sight Public Art Project 
6-8 

7. Brigette Davitt and Catherine Drabkin-Steps In Flux 9-10 
8. CBRE-Liberty Center Plaza Restoration 11-13 
9. Crown Castle-Two Temporary Research Only Antennas 13-14 

 
A.  Approval of Meeting Minutes 
Roll call.  Luckett moved to approve the minutes of the July 26, 2017 meeting.  Indovina seconded 
the motion.  Motion carried. 
 
B.  Correspondence 
Guerra informed the Commissioners that Director Gastil would be sharing details about the 
Stephen Foster Memorial and the Cantini artwork during the Director’s Report at the end of the 
Hearing.  She then introduced the two new Commissioners, Sarika Goulatia and Kary Arimoto-
Mercer. 
 
C. Items for Review  

 
1. First Lutheran Church-Always Made New Poster Project  

(Courtesy) 
Pastor Jennifer McCurry, Co-Chair of Downtown Ministerium and Natalie Hall, Cannon for 

Evangelism and Faith Formation 

 
Pastor Jennifer McCurry introduced the project as being a partnership between the First Lutheran 
Church and the Downtown Pittsburgh Ministerium to commemorate the anniversary of Martin 
Luther’s posting of his 95 Theses.  The project will do so by utilizing posters on windows with 
suction cups for easy removal.  The posters will be 2x3 and there will be both landscape and 
portrait versions utilized to best fit their location.  Thus far 60 of the 90 sites are confirmed. 
 
Indovina: Are these located on private property and inside a building? 
 
McCurry: Yes 
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Moss: Never posted outside? 
 
McCurry: Never.  They are not weather or vandalism proof. 
 
Moss: Do these have a consistent design, colors, etc.? 
 
McCurry: Yes 
 
Luckett: Can you explain to me the connection between the reformation and this campaign? 
 
McCurry: To highlight in a way what would be accessible to a secular audience in regard to Martin 
Luther’s theses and encourage conversation about what changes would look like.  Theologians 
used to face-off rather than posting signs about what we think needs to change in the church prior 
to Luther, rather these signs ask people to consider who is your neighbor, what is your need. 
 
Luckett: Why connect to the reform? 
 
MuCurry: It relates to grant funding. 
 
Luckett: Why not just have these at churches? 
 
McCurry: They are meant to be engaging with broader community, as a small contribution to our 
communities. 
 
Hall: Jennifer and I in some cases showed up wearing clerics for interviews and in other cases 
our street clothes.  People became much more comfortable and engaging.  Which is what people 
need to hear, we don’t need to hear people affirm religious beliefs. 
 
Moss: How long will these be up? 
 
McCurry:  The entire month of October.  They’ll be installed sometime in the last week of 
September and come down sometime in the first week of November. 
 
Goulatia: How did you choose who to interview? 
 
McCurry: The Jail assisted with identifying individuals, Sheppard’s Heart (a Veteran’s and 
Homeless organization,) and we worked with Pittsburgh Downtown Partnership to go to events 
with a wide variety of people such as World Refugee Day, a Farmers Market, Relay for Life, and 
Open Streets. 
 
Goulatia: Do most of the people belong to the church? 
 
McCurry: No, most do not. 
 
Hall: We looked at demographics of Pittsburgh to be sure responses reflected actual 
demographics of Pittsburgh. 
 
Luckett: My thoughts are just, is this a form of proselytization in the form of the reformation?  So 
if another group wanted to celebrate a holiday, then what?  And I see that zoning approval may 
be required-why zoning? 
Guerra:  Because it counts as a sign. 
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McMurry: But it is not, it’s the Downtown Ministerium.  I worked with zoning and it is not a sign. 
 
Guerra:  You did not finish the conversation.  Last email was two weeks ago when zoning reached 
out-you need to respond. 
 
Moss:  I wouldn’t have thought zoning.  If it is not public, not our purview, it’s just courtesy. 
 
Hall: In terms of the proselytization, it’s not advertising any religion or asking anyone to attend 
any specific church.  We’re not trying to connect anyone with any religion.  The Islamic Center of 
Pittsburgh and Temple of Shalom is supportive. 
 
Luckett: You can have these in temples and synagogues, so why outside of churches?  Just 
something from my opinion that I have concern about.  You’re asking for a courtesy review so for 
me, it’s just crossing a line (the posters being displayed in locations other than churches). 
 
McCurry: Our vision was very secular in what we’ve been attempting to accomplish. 
 
Luckett:  For me it’s coming from the Lutheran church because you’re celebrating the 
Reformation. 
 
McCurry: It’s not just the Lutheran Church, it’s the Ministerium. 
 
Gable: I didn’t think this was important for us to review but learning more, if this is going in public 
places; libraries, jails, etc. that are receiving public money, it may be. 
 
Indovina: If there are any on public property, you need to make a separate application.  And we 
would need to review what is going on which public site. 
 
 
MOTION:  N/A 
 
         

2. Greenfield Community Association-Wayfinding Mural  
(Courtesy) 
Ed Goyda, Project Manager and David Cashmere, Chairmen of the GCA public space 

committee 

 
Goyda began by stating that the Greenfield Public Space Committee maintains sidewalks and 
clean-up and in general, keeps Greenfield clean to promote a good impression for visitors or 
people who may be moving into Greenfield.  Goyda then stated that while DPW has assisted with 
previous projects, this mural needs no funding or assistance from DPW.  Somewhere between 
12-14 years ago Goyda put the previous mural on the pump house himself.  PPG paints donated 
the paint to prime the pump house.  It has been a three year project with various designs and 
meetings with community members of Hazelwood.  Martha Rushworth from Bloomfield came up 
with a few ideas and agreed on a final design.  ALCOSAN suggested their name on the muralas 
the property owner, they are dealing directly with Kate Rakus, Principal Planner in the Zoning and 
Review Deparment.  To the right of the pump house there is a sign that is about 30 years old that 
needs replaced.  People cannot identify the directions on the sign. 
 
Goulatia: Is this a complete painted structure-does the mural wrap entirely around? 
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Goyda: Yes 
 
Indovina: Was the design community based? 
 
Cashmere: We have learned public art is not easy to get.  We put out many requests in 
newspapers, etc.  After multiple attempts, community said they didn’t know.  So we put it out 
again, we did this over a two year period.  Only one submission from an artist came through.  That 
artist was Martha Rushworth, who we worked with.  We even had two presentations about the 
project at the library prior. 
 
Moss: Since this is a courtesy review and we have a long agenda, I suggest we move along. 
 
 
MOTION:  N/A 
 
 

3. Highland Park Community Council-Bryant Street Banners 
(Conceptual/Final Review) 
Jake Pawlak, HPCC President 

 
Pawlak states that the banners are meant to reflect the experience that visitors can have when 
visiting Highland Park or Bryant Street.  The banners were vetted previously by the Art 
Commission as were their original locations.  I hear people often say that they like the vinyl’s, 
we’ve never had any complaints.  We are proposing simply to replace the existing banners in 
exact locations with the exact designs. 
 
Luckett: I’ve always like these banners.  What is the lifespan? 
 
Pawlak: 10 years 
 
Indovina: So these images are exactly the same as the original? 
 
Pawlak: Yes.  They were printed at the same time as the original. 
 
Arimoto-Mercer: Were the brackets the problem with the banners that fell? 
 
Pawlak:  Probably.  We have new brackets. 
 
Indovina calls for public comment 
 
Briggette Davit: I love these banners.  One of my former students designed them, I’m glad they’re 
sticking around. 
 
 
MOTION:      Final 
MOVED BY        Moss                  SECONDED BY   Arimoto-Mercer 
IN FAVOR      All  
OPPOSED     None         CARRIED 
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4. Friends of the Riverfront-Trail Amenities 

(Conceptual/Final) 

Jeffrey McCauley, Director of Stewardship 

 
McCauley stated that as of late May, History and Landmarks has approximately $20,000 
remaining in funding from a grant for 4th-Grant Street, that could be used for amenities.  Friends 
of the Riverfront is proposing to do the following four things with that money: 
1. Install a set of binoculars along what is the second most used section of the Three Rivers 
Heritage Trail; 
2. Install a bike fix-it station close by to that area, as 46% of trail users use the trail for biking; 
3. Install a picnic table over an area of plain concrete, that is surrounded by otherwise painted 
concrete.  This picnic table will be ADA compliant; 
4. Eventually paint the remaining plain concrete blocks to match the blue and pink blocks painted 
by Studio AM. 
Since previous improvements to the space have been made, there has been an increase in use 
of the area as well as two yoga workshops now taking place in the space. 
 
Arimoto-Mercer: Do you have statistics on how many people visiting need ADA amenities? 
 
McCauley: There are 86,000 visits per year but statistics are not specific. 
 
Arimoto-Mercer: The binoculars do not appear to be accessible to children or wheelchairs. 
 
McCauley: The ADA (binoculars) will not clear the fence line.  We didn’t see fit to start cutting 
fence. 
 
Indovina calls for public comment 
 
Vivian Lee: We are very supportive of the project.  It will help to activate the area further between 
Station Square and the terminal building.  More residential units are planned for this area, 
therefore we expect more use of the trail.  Funding came to the County, and then to History and 
Landmarks, and it came with a time limit. 
 
Indovina: It is in the flood plain. 
 
McCauley:  I’ve been in touch with Josh Lippert and gone as far as possible without the Art 
Commission Approval.  We don’t want to spend money on the application until we have the go 
ahead. 
 
MOTION:  Final 
MOVED BY    Arimoto-Mercer                 SECONDED BY  Goulatia 
IN FAVOR   All  
OPPOSED  None         CARRIED 
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5.  Friends of the Riverfront-Interpretive Signs  

(Conceptual/Final) 

Murray Horne, Curator at Cultural Trust 

 
McCauley stated that working with the Historical Commission they would like to put an interpretive 
sign near what he believes is the fully closed prison, at this point.  The sign has been developed 
to explain and commemorate the prison.  In 1876 it was relocated to its current location from 
Allegheny Center.  The design is standard design as all other 42 signs along the trail with the 
same material and will have the same installation practice. 
 
Indovina:  Seems straightforward and matches all signs. 
 
McCauley: Yes.  Except this sign has no identification marks of who funded it. 
 
Arimoto-Mercer: How far off the trail is the sign? 
 
McCauley: About three to four feet so not to interfere with trail traffic. 
 
Indovina calls for public comment-there is none. 
 
MOTION:  Final 
MOVED BY    Goulatia               SECONDED BY Arimoto-Mercer 
IN FAVOR   All  
OPPOSED  None         CARRIED 
 
 

6. Warhol, Contemporary Craft, Beechview CLP, City of Pittsburgh Public Art 

and Civic Design-Out of Sight Public Art Project  

(Conceptual/Final) 

Karen Lautanen, Director of Development; Aaron Martin, Director of Development;  Katelyn 

Cove, Teen Specialist; Yesica Guerra, Public Art and Civic Design Manager; Ashleigh 

Deemer, Chief of Staff for Councilwoman Rudiak 

 
Guerra began the presentation by stating that the Public Art and Civic Design Division is interested 
in assisting to deploy this City-wide public art project, and sees the potential of employing the 
Lawrence Weiner Out of Sight installation as a tool for access and exposure to art in public 
property with cross-cultural impact. I have seen a lot of art in downtown but I want to see art in 
the other neighborhoods.  By supporting the implementation of the project in Becchview, the North 
Shore, and the Strip District, the project will create a pathway through and around the City while 
utilizing a map postcard. The community at large will be encouraged to explore cross-cultural 
experiences and neighborhoods that exist throughout Pittsburgh. When Rachel the Arts, Culture, 
and History Specialist and I heard of this project from Karen we were very excited.  It may seem 
like a small thing, but it has the potential to have a large impact, and it will be in many other cities 
all over the world.  The Office of Councilwoman Rudiak is supportive of the project and more 
specifically in regards the Beechview site. The Department of Public Works is helping with 
technical assistance. 
 
Lautanen stated that artist Lawrence Weiner is collected widely and aggressively and the Warhol 
has one of his pieces in their collection.  He is very excited about how this has been shaping up 
in Pittsburgh, and his sister currently lives in the City of Pittsburgh.  Lautanen reviewed the specific 
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project, saying it will be printed in three languages, with the Warhol installing the English version.  
The Warhol piece will be inside and will be installed in the area that is free for the public while the 
other two sites will have the piece outside. 
 
Cove: Beechview has the largest Hispanic population in the City of Pittsburgh, having this project 
in Spanish will show the faith that the library has in them in Beechview as a welcome sight.The  
Library is consciously rethinking how inclusive and effective it is-it is to be a place of self-
discovery. 
 
Deemer: I am here to reiterate our support for the Beechview component of the project.  Our 
public spaces are for everyone, with Beechview having the largest Hispanic population in the City, 
this fits well into Beechview.  I have a letter of support here from Councilwoman Rudiak. 
 
Martin: Contemporary Craft will be deploying the Chinese version of the project.  There are many 
tourists that visit the Strip and this is an opportunity to welcome anyone who is visiting.  The vinyl 
will coincide with the opening of the Shelter exhibition which is exploring themes of home, 
transience, homelessness, and refugees. 
 
Guerra:  Department of Public Works is assisting with the technical aspect of the project and will 
be doing the installation of the outside pieces.  The material is non-slip and will not leave any 
kinds of residue. (Guerra passed out an example of the material.) 
 
Arimoto-Mercer: How will those that are non-Spanish speaking interact? 
 
Guerra: There will be a postcard for all networks, in the three languages. 
 
Lautanen: At the Warhol we’ll be doing an education program and we will interact with the various 
languages. 
 
Cove: We’ll be doing an education program translating poems in Spanish and English, and then 
also making screen printed posters about the project to hang up in the Library. 
 
Arimoto-Mercer: Does it install over the pavers? 
 
Guerra: Yes, here are the specs.  It will not be slippery or leave residue. 
 
Arimoto-Mercer: Are the other cities the same? 
 
Guerra: Yes 
 
Lautanen: Yes, and it is currently up in other cities. 
 
Luckett:  Will there be signage and how did you select the sites? 
 
Guerra: Alexis from the Mayor’s Office Welcoming Pittsburgh helped us select the sites.  
Beechview because of the population with the Spanish and it was going to be either the Strip or 
Oakland with the Chinese because of all of the tourists.  Since the students in Oakland have so 
many projects, we decided on the Strip.  Warhol is who presented the project to us. 
Luckett: Why not other neighborhoods?  The Strip has a lot of art down there. 
 
Guerra: If we had funding, I’d be happy to put it in other locations. 
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Luckett: Why this artist? 
 
Lautanen: Larry Warsh brought this to the Warhol because of the percent of kids and teens that 
we serve.  He also works with Ai Weiwei.  We don’t really seek public art but it came to us and 
we said yes. 
 
Indovina:Is this temporary? 
 
Lautanen: Yes 
 
Guerra: Yes, and this opens the doors to set a precedent for the City to collaborate with 
organizations and institutions such as the Warhol, the Carnegie Library, and others. 
 
Indovina:  One photo showed transparent and one was white, will this be transparent or white? 
 
Lautanen: White 
 
Goulatia: Is the Warhol inside or outside? 
 
Lautanen: Inside 
 
Goulatia: It should leak more into the institutions rather than just be outside. 
 
Guerra: We’re still trying to figure out exact placement. 
 
Luckett: Lawrence Weiner doing this to welcome people.  This is a white man and at white 
institutions.  I’m just putting that out there that we need to think about things like this. 
 
Guerra: I agree, this just is a way to say we’re doing inclusive projects. 
 
Lautanen: When this opens, another public figure and artist, Farhad Moshiri’s exhibition will open 
at the same time at the Warhol.  He is Iranian, still a man, but will be part of what we talk about in 
conjunction with this work about inclusion. 
 
Indovina calls for public comment 
 
Briggette Davit: Why that timeframe? Was there any discussion about a longer installation? 
 
Guerra: The City does not have a temporary art policy.  My Division has been working on one 
with the Law office and is close to having one but the City does not yet. 
 
Martin: The artist produces work that is temporary in nature. 
 
Lautanen: At the Warhol we change out exhibitions and have a maintenance schedule for moving 
pieces.  It becomes a bit of a cost factor to replace the vinyl’s after a period of wear and tear and 
for outside, the weather would make it costly to continually replace. 
MOTION:  Final as it is understood to be a three month installation. 
 
MOVED BY    Moss            SECONDED BY Arimoto-Mercer 
IN FAVOR   All  
OPPOSED  None         CARRIED 
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7. Brigette Davitt and Catherine Drabkin-Steps In Flux  

(Conceptual/Final) 
Brigette Davitt and Catherine Drabkin, Program Managers 

 

Davitt introduced herself as a Northside resident and faculty member at Edinboro University.  She 

has come to the Commission today to request approval for a mural on the City steps at Biggs 

Avenue.  The color palette of the project will be consistent with the previously approved project 

by Catherine Drabkin, Steps In Motion.  Drabkin states that the other project has been going really 

well and they have had two screenings for the film that has been produced in conjunction with the 

painting of the Steps in Motion mural.  Davitt states that she would like to see more steps 

throughout the Northside activated.  With this project they will be utilizing anamorphic text so that 

visitors will be able to read one word at a time.  Organic elements will be added to the text by 

Drabkin, to bring in nature. 

 

Arimoto-Mercer: I have a safety concern.  Coming down the steps there may be a perceptual 

issue with the black text used for the painting. 

 

Davitte: I’d be happy to do more research regarding that. 

 

Arimoto-Mercer: I think that it’s important for people with visual impairments or people getting 

older.  Going up may be difficult but coming down may be even more difficult. 

 

Drabkin: One of the variables will be reducing contrast. 

 

Arimoto-Mercer: What is the lighting that exists now, is it partial shade in the images? 

 

Davitt: Yes.  I’m proposing solar lighting. 

 

Goulatia: I have the same concern about coming down the steps. 

 

Drabkin: The goal is not to over-power but to just inflect it to show it’s meaningful. 

 

Arimoto-Mercer: Because it’s a shady area, how effective might solar lights be?  They may fail.  It 

also sets up the expectation if people are expecting stairs to be lit and then they are not. 

 

Davitt: I live there and I can say the one (existing) light at the bottom does not make me feel safe.  

I don’t know that it would be a bad thing if they did not work after a while, and then we have the 

reason to suggest funding for permanent, if it was encouraging people to use the steps. 

 

Indovina: I agree the depth perception may be a problem. 

 

Davitt: The reason for the depth of the anamorphic text is allowing one word at a time to encourage 

people to keep going and make change in their own life. 
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Indovina: If images are only on risers it may answer the depth problem. 

Davitt: I’d be happy to investigate, but would probably prefer on the steps and not the risers.  The 

lights are optional. 

 

Arimoto-Mercer: Will people’s feet hit it (the light) and trip?  Did you explore other light options? 

 

Moss: Such as recessed light. 

 

Davitt: These were the type of lights the budget from the Sprout Fund could cover.  These were 

doable but I haven’t looked at all of the options yet. 

 

Indovina: This is here for both conceptual and final review.  I do see some questions for final 

execution.  To my mind this would be conceptual approval with return of the fundamental 

questions answered. 

 

Davitt:  Can you tell me specific questions? 

 

Arimoto-Mercer: The issues of lighting and depth perception need to be explored. 

 

Moss: I agree lighting would be beneficial.  Is this a question for law-if you provide lighting and it 

fails is it a liability? 

 

Luckett: Do you have a Plan B for application of this? 

 

Davitt: Yes, I think using just risers or just stairs.  Even if design changes visually, but message 

won’t be convoluted. 

 

Guerra: Who will maintain and repaint? 

 

Davitt: As I mentioned, the paint has a 10-15 year guarantee with paint and vandalism proof.  I 

will in 10 years if need be. 

 

Guerra: We can schedule a meeting with you and the ADA Coordinator. 

 

Davitt: Certainly. 

 

Moss: I suggest we take this to motion. 

 

Indovina calls for public comment-there is none. 
 

MOTION:  Conceptual  
 
MOVED BY    Moss             SECONDED BY Indovina 
IN FAVOR   All  
OPPOSED  None         CARRIED 
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8. CBRE-Liberty Center Plaza Restoration  
(Conceptual/Final) 
Michael McManus, Project Manager 

 

McManus stated that due to a drainage issue, the Liberty Center Plaza is being designed for 

reconstruction.  It hasn’t been improved since inception in the 1980’s.  The goal is to refresh the 

plaza making it more user friendly.  He discovered an overview of the design, the clock tower, 

and an area that will include turf. 

 

Indovina: Is this part of public property? 

 

McManus: Yes, part of this is in the Public Right of Way. 

 

Gable: I would disagree.  We’ve been maintaining this since the 1980’s.  A lot of this is City 

property. 

 

McManus: LED lights will be used to accentuate the clock tower.  They’re 95% done with design 

and engineering and we’re anticipating construction in the spring. 

 

Arimoto-Mercer: Synthetic turf? 

 

McManus: Yes, so it’s always green.  And these (points on presentation) will be LED light tree 

sculptures. 

 

Gable: Are you replacing living trees? 

 

McManus: There will only be 5 fake trees.  The rest will be new live trees.  There is leaking going 

on, need to uproot the entire plaza and redo the parking garage. 

 

Arimoto-Mercer: There’s a chance, even with private money, to create something that fits with 

Pittsburgh’s vision. 

 

McManus: I can take all of the comments back for September. 

 

Arimoto-Mercer:  I think there is a safety issue with synthetic turf.  And when it’s warm it can get 

hot, then when it rains toxins end up in the storm water. 

 

Moss: I agree with everything you’ve said and on top of it, the aesthetic is bad. 

 

Indovina: It’s going to fade, it’s a poor choice. 

Moss: I’m happy to see new thinking though.  How will people move through? 

 

Indovina: Where are trees, can you explain? 

 

McManus: In the leisure area, all of this is permeable concrete. 
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Indovina: Is there a throughway where trees block? 

 

Goulatia: Yes, what is the brown area on the slide? 

 

McManus: Those are tables. 

 

Goulatia: So aren’t those blocking passage?  I also have a concern about removing trees to 

replace them with lights. 

 

McManus: Everything has to come out.  The waterproofing is failing. 

 

Gable: At one point you said this thing is 95% done.  Who is working with DPW on this?  We want 

to work with you, you’re designing something on our property.  Turf does allow MRSA-I’m all for 

natural.  I don’t know who on my staff has seen any drawings.  Any tree removed has to be 

replaced somewhere in the City. 

 

Gastil: More than a $10,000 project prompts design review.  Connect with Yesica Guerra to set 

up all of this.  We met with your predecessor. 

 

Guerra: What Director Gastil is suggesting we did.  We met with Derek Dauphin, the Planner for 

this area and Ann Kramer, the Senior Planner for Development Review. 

 

Gastil: We can do it again.  There’s some basic stuff.  Circulation is basic-you need a lot of 

fundamentals that need to be in place. 

 

Guerra: Again, we already did this, they’re trying to do this quickly. 

 

Gastil: Well it’s a drainage issue. 

 

Moss: The Clock tower, maybe Planning Commission should review. 

 

Gastil: Well there’s an open space plan. 

 

Guerra: If your intent is to come for final, there is a lot of work to do. 

 

Luckett: We need a motion. 

 

Indovina: There is no basis here for conceptual or final.  The best thing is to table this, and have 

issues vetted before it comes again. 

 

Moss:  This is encouraging.  And we’re the least of your worries. 

 

Luckett: It’s an opportunity to do something great. 
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Indovina: Lots of details need worked through before reapplication.  I move to table this. 

 

MOTION:  Table 
 
MOVED BY    Indovina           SECONDED BY Luckett 
IN FAVOR   All  
OPPOSED  None         CARRIED 

 
 
9. Crown Castle-Two Temporary Research Only Antennas  

(Conceptual/Final) 
Rebecca Hunter, Corporate & Development Strategist 

 

Hunter states that this is a donation of sort from Crown Castle, its purpose is for research and 

there is no commercial gain.  The project is not intended to be permanent, it will last for two years.  

There are three locations where the research only antennas will be placed: 

1. A location already approved by CMU on campus 

2. On Walnut Street (a Verizon wood pole) 

3. On Forbes Ave (a City Streetlight pole) 

 

These have different research uses, the one on Walnut for instance will measure the use of retail 

applications.  These antennas do not have hand-off such as other telecommunications projects, 

and they will be utilizing 3.5 GHz band.  This is a new research area, edge computing component.  

Most networks right now can’t handle things such as an autonomous vehicle.  It’s not fast enough 

real-time. 

 

Moss: Can I get you to skip GHz and get to what this looks like? 

 

Hunter: I understand this is not a stealth design or what you’re used to.  But it does not require a 

radio.  It is approximately 2ft x 18in. 

 

Moss:  Will there be cables running down the pole? 

 

Hunter:  We’ll need power and fiber.  We could run a conduit up the pole.  We’re planning to band 

it so we don’t penetrate the pole. 

 

Luckett: We need to see all components. 

 

Hunter: They’re all here. 

 

Luckett: Well you’re saying fibers. 

Hunter: Hopefully that’s all you’ll see. 

 

Luckett: You said hopefully.  It would be good to show scenario 1, 2, 3. 

 

Hunter: They could go inside (of the pole) depending on City permission. 



 

Page 14 of 16 

 

Arimoto-Mercer: So you’d need a conduit. 

 

Hunter: It depends if we could pull power from Duquesne. 

 

Indovina: These appear to be cropping up.  It would be nice if someone could develop a system 

not on poles. 

 

Hunter: These have a slightly different objective. 

 

Goulatia: So, there is loose wire on the pole? 

 

Hunter: Two inch wire on the pole. 

 

Moss: This is two locations and they are temporary, and its research. I have no problem. 

 

Indovina:  I agree, it’s just that we need a system. 

 

Guerra: So you’re testing this but its two years.  You’re probably going to want more. 

 

Hunter: We do think there are going to be more.  The City is responding to a NSA grant right now, 

we’re working with the Mayor’s Office.  It would be helpful to have two swim lanes-one for 

temporary and one for commercial. 

 

Indovina: Our concern is aesthetics, so are there questions regarding that? 

 

Gable: On Forbes, you probably can go inside that pole.  But where is the fiber coming from? 

 

Hunter: A nearby manhole. 

 

Moss: I would suggest a conceptual/final approval with a stipulation of this being for two years, 

with no loose wires, all attached in conduit. 

 

Guerra: There needs to be a permit from DPW. 

MOTION:  Final approval for two years.  All wires must be attached in conduit, no loose 
wires are permitted.  A permit from DPW for installation must be obtained. 

 
MOVED BY    Moss            SECONDED BY Luckett 
IN FAVOR   All  
OPPOSED  None         CARRIED 
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D.  Staff Report 
 
Guerra: The Law Department is concerned that it’s (Crown Castle) two years, not three months. 
 
Gastil: We’re going to work on a temporary plan, including street furniture ideas, if it’s under a 
year and if those should come to us.  We’re going to work on developing formal policies.  Not that 
there’s a hard line between art and design, but we’re going to develop policies. 
 
Guerra: There are two projects to inform you of.  Councilman Gilman brought to our attention that 
Walnut Development bought property but a piece of art owned by PCA was not taken care of, 
they tried to get the City involved.  (Showed images of current state of artwork.) 
 
Luckett: When Reizenstein was there that was in great condition and the deteriorating looks like 
it took place during redevelopment. 
 
Guerra: I always try to get guidance from Law.  Its $50,000 restoration and $10,000 to move. 
 
Luckett: PCA and Walnut should’ve had a plan, they should’ve incorporated the art. 
 
Gastil: As a formal matter, this isn’t City property.  The Division has a mission to try and assist but 
it’s not in our purview. 
 
Guerra: The other item are the five portraits discovered by artist Elizabeth Black.  These are in 
the Carnegie Library near the Children’s Museum.  The Law Department is looking into the lease, 
to see who takes care of the portraits.  They’re in bad shape. 
 
Gastil: At this point we’re discovering, it may or may not come before you. 
 
Guerra: Cantini-Ray gave an interview.  There’s a tour on Saturday and the finale is at this piece. 
 
Gastil: Here’s how we’ve handled it-the CAP project is being built to connect the Hill to the City.  
The current tunnel there houses the mural, and cannot be maintained.  I’ve talked to the Cantini 
heirs, the Art Commission approved site design for the CAP and gave the project Conceptual 
approval for the design enhancements.  We’ve effectively found room for two or three panels of 
the 28.  McKay Lodge will try to remove two that are the best to take, and maybe a third.  We 
don’t know if they’re going to shatter.  In principle, they may come out.  The work will be honored 
with key pieces in the CAP design.  I expect we’ll hear more, but confident in this path.  To my 
understanding, the physical design doesn’t support the tunnel and it becomes a public safety 
issue-we cannot create a tunnel with a dead end.  There is the final approval of the CAP that will 
come up in front of the Commission. 
 
Guerra: The disposition is not in your purview. 
 
Luckett: What happens to it? 
 
Guerra: It would be auctioned. 
 
Gastil: If it takes us $5,500 to get a panel out, it costs $5,500.  But we can’t remove it without 
somewhere for it to go.  If some sort of resources/offer came in, we are open to hearing it. 
 
Guerra: The three will come in front of you. 
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Gastil: The thing is we still cannot guarantee they’ll come out unharmed. 
 
D.  Director’s Report 
 
Gastil: The Chair emailed you regarding the Stephen Foster memorial.  The next hearing about 
this will be a special hearing, just for this.  It will likely be the first or second week of October.  It’s 
too much for a regular hearing.  There will be four options.  We’ll present history and other 
pertinent information.  That will come in front of you.  We won’t be asking you to decide but in 
your purview to say what your recommendation is.  There will also be public comments and maybe 
the State Historic office will make a suggestion.  It’s an arena we haven’t been in before.  We’re 
trying to think of formal categories.  The theory is we would end up coming back to you.  Also, 
everything I’ve said are my opinions in the press. 
 
Luckett: Everything I’ve said are my opinions.  We’re looking at a sculpture.  There is racialized 
imagery that is associated with that.  A paper quoted me from the 1990’s.  I caution people to look 
at institutions and public art.  Forget that the City commissioned that sculpture.  It wasn’t just 
about Foster, it was much more.  There’s ways to tell stories.  I want to caution people about 
studies.  I just want to say it’s not only because I’m a black person and there is a black figure 
included in that work, this is something we have to be candid about, dealing with this with each 
other.  When we looked at Sonic Fountain, it was a deeply froth work, all of the other 
Commissioners were okay with it.  It shouldn’t have been the only non-white person saying this, 
that it wasn’t ok. 
 
Gastil: I don’t know what Charles Rosenblum wrote of my quote, but I said it seems like there’s a 
strong case for removal.  There’s going to be some action.  These are the four options: 
1. No action; 
2. Leave the statue where it is and introduce interpretive signage; 
3. Removal of the statue with deaccession; 
4. Removal of the statue with a formal structure put in place for relocation. 
 
Your guidance will be key. 
 
Moss: What about removal and replacement with a different Stephen Foster memorial? 
 
Gastil: Maybe a fifth category, maybe people in the Hearing will present others. 
 
Guerra: And you all agree we do a special hearing? 
 
(All answered yes.) 
 
Gastil: I don’t think there’s anything wrong with inviting people to speak.  I appreciate your input 
on who do invite.  Thank you. 
 
 
Meeting Adjourned 


