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 ART COMMISSION 
 
Minutes of the meeting on Wednesday, January 22, 2020 
Beginning at 2:00 p.m. 
 
PRESENT OF THE COMMISSION: Indovina, Baskinger, Goulatia, Parsakian, 

Gable, Lucas (for DOMI) 
 
PRESENT OF THE STAFF:    Cavalline 
             
   
 
                                   AGENDA ITEMS COVERED IN THESE MINUTES 

ITEM PAGE 
1. Pittsburgh Pirates Banners 1-2 
2. McKinley Park Gas Regulator Building 2-4 
3. Bloomfield Bench Master Plan 4-6 

 
 
 
A.  Approval of Meeting Minutes 
 
Roll call. Indovina asks for Commissioners to review and comment on the minutes from 
November 2019. Parsakian motions to approve the minutes, seconded by Baskinger. All ayes. 
Motion carried. 
 
 
 
B.  Correspondence 
 
None. 
 
 
 
C. Items for Review  
 

1. Pittsburgh Pirates Banners – Pittsburgh Pirates 
(Conceptual/Final) 
Kiley Cauvel, Pittsburgh Pirates 

 
Cauvel describes the banner program, which is on light poles in the area around PNC Park. 
There are eighty banners, which have been in use throughout the history of the ballpark, with 
the design periodically changed. The proposed design would replace the currently installed 
banners, which were approved by the Art Commission in March of 2017. 
 
Indovina says there are eighty banners and asks if that number is the same as it has been in the 
past. Cauvel says yes. Indovina asks if these banners are in lieu of the player-specific banners. 
Cauvel says those banners are on the park itself and so do not require City approval. She says 
those banners are changed out every few days. 
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Goulatia asks what material the banners are made of, and Cauvel says vinyl. Parsakian asks 
about the actual dimensions. Cauvel believes they are 30 inches by about 48 inches. 
 
Goulatia says that going forward it would be wise to think about sustainability in materials, as 
vinyl is a pollutant. Cauvel says they would be interested in thinking about that, as they have 
green initiatives.  
 
Baskinger says that in the future it would be good to see the exact locations of the banners in a 
bird’s-eye view so that they can get a better idea of the context. Cauvel says they will do that. 
 
Cauvel hands out a packet that includes the letters of support.  
 
MOTION:  Conceptual/Final Approval  
 
MOVED BY:  Goulatia            
SECONDED BY:  Baskinger 
IN FAVOR:  All  
OPPOSED:  None    
 
  
 

2. McKinley Park Gas Regulator – DiSanzo Construction 
(Conceptual/Final) 
Jeff DiSanzo, DiSanzo Construction 

 
DiSanzo describes the proposed building, which would be a small brick structure to contain a 
gas regulator that is currently installed in McKinley Park. The City of Pittsburgh has an 
agreement in place with Columbia Gas for the installation of the regulator which stipulates that 
the building must aesthetically fit into the character of the neighborhood and park.  
 
Indovina asks what the roofing material is. DiSanzo says that the agreement says it is to be 
shingles but the architect’s rendering shows paneled steel. He points to a picture in his handout 
showing the steel panels.  
 
Goulatia asks if the yellow bricks are painted yellow. DiSanzo says no, that it is actual brick. He 
shows samples, one of which is smooth and one that is more textured. Parsakian asks if they 
will have a graffiti-proof finish and DiSanzo says they can put an acrylic finish on it. Parsakian 
notes that anti-graffiti finishing helps at city bus shelters. Parsakian asks who will be responsible 
for removing any possible graffiti. DiSanzo says that Columbia Gas would be, and Gable 
confirms that per the agreement Columbia Gas would have this responsibility.  
 
Indovina asks if they have considered a darker brick, as opposed to yellow. DiSanzo says they 
could use a darker brick, and shows them a sample of a dark red brick.  
 
Gable explains that there is an existing structure at the site, and that what is proposed will be a 
new structure. He says that his concern was that the new building look better than the existing 
building and fit with the architecture of the park, but that there was no decision made as to the 
color.  
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DiSanzo shows images of a previous building he constructed with a similar red brick. Goulatia 
asks if the new structure will have the same white detailing as the example image. DiSanzo 
says no, that the agreement stipulated dark grey finishing.  
 
Baskinger asks if DiSanzo is proposing an asphalt shingle roof. DiSanzo brings up the 
discrepancy between the agreement and the architect’s drawing, but says that the metal option 
is more durable. Parsakian confirms that he is proposing metal for the roof, and asks what the 
finish is. DiSanzo says it is silver but can be lighter or darker.  
 
Goulatia asks if he has a red brick with more texture, similar to the texture of the yellow sample 
that he has presented. She says the red sample is very flat and plastic-looking. DiSanzo says 
he has more samples in his truck, but that the more textured red is an option. 
 
Goulatia asks about the color of the grout, and DiSanzo says it would be grey.  
 
Lucas asks if the brick sample represents the pattern of brick. DiSanzo says that the sample is 
just for the finish, and the architect’s renderings show the brick pattern. 
 
Indovina says that this is a fairly utilitarian building and says it should remain in the background 
as much as possible, so he favors the darker brick and fascia. Goulatia agrees that the darker 
red textured brick would be preferable, as well as the lower contrast of the darker grey finishes. 
 
Indovina asks Gable if a textured brick is more of a concern for graffiti. Gable says there is 
always a concern for graffiti but that Columbia Gas would be responsible for that. DiSanzo says 
they will seal the building to help as much as possible. 
 
Baskinger agrees that this sort of functional building should be visually quiet, and that it should 
also be durable and as integrated into the park as possible. He supports the darker brick, the 
darker tone steel roof, and the grey fascia that matches with the mortar so there are as few 
different colors as possible. Parsakian adds that the door should also match. 
 
Goulatia asks if the roof is reflective. DiSanzo says they can get a less reflective satin finish. 
Baskinger asks if it is powder-coated from the factory and then sprayed to get a particular color. 
Indovina says that it’s probably possible to order it from the factory with a chosen color, which 
DiSanzo confirms. 
 
DiSanzo confirms that the desire is for darker red, textured brick; fascia, grout, and door to 
match; and a satin finish for the roof.  
 
Baskinger asks if DiSanzo knows how many sites like this are in the city. DiSanzo says that the 
Columbia Gas engineer was meant to be present today but was unable to be, and he could get 
that data to them if need be. Baskinger says they do not necessarily need it for this project, but 
it would be useful for other similar projects going forward. Parsakian mentions that near his 
business on Ellsworth there is a gas meter that has been hit by cars from the nearby parking lot. 
DiSanzo says that the gas company does not house the gas meters, only the regulators, as they 
are much more dangerous. 
 
Cavalline notes that the project requires DPW support, which Director Gable gives. Baskinger 
asks Gable if he knows how many of these sites there are. Gable says there aren’t very many, 
and the various equipment is owned by different companies. 
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Baskinger asks if the other equipment (further up the hill) is now defunct. DiSanzo says that it is 
not defunct but may be at some point. There may be plans in the future to remove that 
equipment and building. Gable says the old building will be taken down and the area restored to 
the park. 
 
Goulatia suggests that the final design be sent to the PACD Division for staff review to ensure 
that it adheres to the criteria they’ve laid out today. 
 
MOTION:  Conceptual/Final Approval with the condition that the building design must 
adhere to critera set forth by Commission during the hearing in regards to the materials, 
colors, and fixtures used for the doors, bricks, roof, fascia, and mortar: specifically, the 
dark red textured brick; matching dark grey doors, fascia, and mortar; and satin finish for 
the steel roof.   
 
MOVED BY:  Baskinger                   
SECONDED BY:  Goulatia 
IN FAVOR:  All  
OPPOSED:  None  
 
 
 

3. Bloomfield Bench Master Plan – Bloomfield Development Corporation 
(Conceptual/Final) 
Christina Howell, BDC 

Sam Spearing, BDC 

 
Howell introduces the project, which is for 24 sidewalk benches and planters in the public realm 
on Liberty Avenue, Main Street, and Penn Avenue in Bloomfield. The project previously 
received Conceptual Approval for a testing phase.  
 
Spearing goes through some of the results of the community feedback on the testing phase of 
the benches and the designs that they have decided on for the final proposal. 
 
Goulatia asks if the planters are the light grey color, and Spearing says yes. He says that the 
benches fade to a grey tone as well after being in the sun for some time. Goulatia asks if the 
aluminum hardware is all black, and Spearing says yes. 
 
Baskinger says the the Ipe wood that they have chosenis a good choice for longevity but is a 
rainforest wood. He says that Black Locust is a domestic wood and would be a more 
sustainable choice. Spearing says that the company they are purchasing from has a 
sustainability plan and the Ipe falls under that, as new trees are planted for ones cut down. 
Baskinger says that he is referring to sustainability in terms of shipping, as well as materials 
replacement when needed. He says that Black Locust begins as a lighter wood but fades to a 
similar light grey color. Although it is a small detail, it can be a major implication to future 
projects. 
 
Lucas asks that they reach out to Port Authority to be sure that they are placing the benches 
carefully in relation to bus stops. Spearing says that they have ranked their locations according 
to priority and have placed the bus stops at the top of that list. Howell adds that when they 
reached out Port Authority they made it clear that benches would be placed near the bus stops. 
She says that their maintenance plan calls for BDC to take on all maintenance.  
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Lucas says to just be sure to continually have up-to-date conversations with Port Authority to 
make sure that the benches are not interfering with anyone’s ability to get on or off the buses.  
 
Parsakian asks if the benches will be set back from the street or if they will be next to the curb. 
Howell says they tested both placements and found that car doors will hit them if they are too 
close to the curb. She says the encroachment permit dictates a setback from the street, so they 
will be placed according to that encroachment.  
 
Howell says some businesses requested a bench right in front of their location.  
 
Parsakian asks about the fiberglass planters, as he is not a big fan of that material. He asks if 
this company makes planters that would complement the benches. Spearing says that they 
looked at one like that but that it had hard metal corners that were a safety concern. Howell 
says that those planters also don’t come in higher versions.  
 
Parsakian says on Ellsworth Avenue they often have planters pushed over. He notes that these 
will be harder to knock over due to their size. Indovina asks who will be in charge of tending the 
plants. Howell says that they have talked to the business owners about what arrangement 
would work for them. She says that they will provide volunteers to install the plants and also 
pursue grant money. She said the business owners also had the idea to have households 
sponsor planters and care for them.  
 
Howell says they are going to have less planters than benches. She says they will get grants 
and work with the business owners, and hopefully get in-kind donations from local corporations. 
Parsakian suggests local greenhouses and says that having a professional taking care of the 
plants would be a good idea, if they had grant money to pay them. Howell says that is a good 
long-term goal and that in the short-term they will be using volunteers. Parsakian says 
partnering with a local sustainable business would be a good idea. 
 
Goulatia asks if there is access to water if local residents are going to be helping with this. 
Howell says there is no public access, but the business owner that proposed it offered their 
water faciltiies. Howell says this was a great idea but she in unsure how feasible it is yet. Ideally 
they will want to partner with businesses that will water the plants on a set schedule so they will 
want to make careful decisions about where the planters are put, in front of which businesses. 
Parsakian says that its important to spread them out so that they have the maximum impact.  
 
Goulatia asks if they have a visual with the colors that will show how the grey of the weathered 
bench will relate to the grey of the planters. Howell says she does not have a good photo of 
that. She shows a color that she says is a bit darker than what the benches will weather to. 
Goulatia asks how long will it take for the benches to weather. Howell says that she believes it is 
four to five years. She also says that she likes the idea of using Black Locust wood. 
 
Parsakian confirms that the planters are 18 inches square, and three feet high. Howell says that 
there are three sizes and one is only 18 inches high and they are not sure if that is high enough. 
Parsakian also says that they should be aware that the planters will be used as trash 
receptacles. Howell says she is aware. 
 
Goulatia asks if any of the benches or planters obstruct vision. Howell says no, and shows on 
the visuals where pedestrians cross the street.  
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Parsakian says that the local businesses put tents out for Little Italy Days, and asks if they are 
aware that the benches would block that. Howell says that those tents are in the street and not 
on the sidewalk. Howell says that Little Italy Days was mentioned in their Vision Plan as a time 
when people need more places available to sit.  
 
Indovina encourages that they have a positive planting and maintenance plan for the planters 
before any of them are put into place. He says that having them professionally maintained 
would be ideal.  
 
Indovina asks how the planters will be implemented, if they will all be put out at one time or 
phased. Howell says they will put out five planters and eight benches first, using a grant they 
have received. They’ll be asking for something from the businesses in writing saying that they 
support it, as the benches require an encroachment permit, while the planters do not.  
 
Goulatia seconds Baskinger’s recommendation of Black Locust wood. Howell says that she 
thinks their supplier offers that sort of wood. Goulatia says the cost may be less. Baskinger says 
it is likely comparable in cost, but will be a slightly different look than Ipe for the first three years. 
He says that he just asks that they give the wood choice consideration, but that it would not 
affect his overall approval of the project. Howell says that sustainability is one of their group’s 
core values, and she thinks the board would be in favor of switching the wood.  
 
MOTION:  Conceptual/Final Approval 
 
MOVED BY: Baskinger                    
SECONDED BY: Goulatia  
IN FAVOR:  All  
OPPOSED:  None 
 
  
 
Meeting Adjourned 


