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2. Updated Species List- Matt E. updated the Commission on the recommended species list. 

Copies of the updated street tree list was distributed to members for comment. The 

subcommittee came up with 3 separate pre-approved lists. Those lists are park trees, street 

Trees, and storm water trees. A discussion took place on Approval vs. Recommended trees. The 

instruction is “Right tree in right place”. 

It was determined that a small disclaimer should be added and to include how the list were 

developed.  The Recommended Species List subcommittee will meet again to finalize the lists 

next month.  

Mardi I, asked the commission if the recommended species list for sidewalk trees be approved? 

Andrea K. motioned to approve the recommended species list document, Jamil seconded the 

motion. The motion carried.  

1.  Approval of January Minutes - A quorum was reached after the recommended species list 

presentation at approximately 9:15am. Alicia motioned to approve the January minutes. 

Rebecca K. seconded the motion, the motion carried.  

3.  City Forester Report- Spring is 30 days away!!! Yiwei Li will be working on Mayors 

initiative to plant 100,000 trees by 2030. She will be working on ways to track trees that 

different community groups and utility companies are planting. She will also be assisting on 

Mellon Park tree maintenance plan. Lisa is hoping to have a running list online that shows who, 

what, and where tree plantings are taking place. Hoping to have an online checklist. 

Utility Arborist position closed. 11 applicants applied. Hoping to hold interviews in the near 

future. The position will be working with the Utility Coordinator at DOMI. Forestry has 2 new 

pruners that started, they will be dedicated to working in the park.  

Finishing assessments for Tree Vitalize. Western Pa Conservancy will be doing a drone drop on 

Mount Washington scattering seedlings. Lisa will be traveling to Montreal Canada, to tour a 
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manufacturing facility that produces electric engines in hopes of purchasing an all-electric 

bucket truck.  

The City of Cleveland challenged the City of Pittsburgh to a friendly Arbor Day competition.  

4.  Tree Pittsburgh-  Matt E. updated the commission on Tree Pittsburgh operations. Winter 

Pruning crews are still working. Elm trees are starting to wake back up ending the season early 

this year.  

Tree Pittsburgh will be expanding their one tree per child program. Working with schools 

throughout the city.  

Matt attended Lancaster Shade Tree Symposium. There were many talks on the Spotted Lantern 

Fly. Only a few Atlantis trees died. It seems that possibly the SLF is more of a nuisance than a 

threat.     

Half of the trees in Enright Park have been removed trees were cut down. Mardi I. wants to 

repurpose Oak wood from Enright. A brief discussion took place regarding the technicalities 

and legalities regarding wood repurposing. Andrea K. will follow up with wood repurposing 

laws.  

5.  Alternative Compliance – hold until May. 

6.  New Business- Deer population control- Kinsey C. updated the commission on deer control 

policy and legalities. State law states deer management cannot be done in areas that do not 

allow hunting. Planning is taking head on how to deal with this issue. A lengthy discussion took 

place regarding deer management which is imperative if we want to save our parks! 

7.  Old Business - There is a removal and replacement program in place for trees on the Eliza 

Furnace trail.    

Alicia updated the commission on the Tree protection Task Force. PWSA is interested in 

adopting resolution by April in time for Earth Day. Hoping to meet again in the near future.  

Matt E. motion to adjourn.    


