
 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of March 4, 2020 
Beginning at 12:30 PM 

200 Ross Street 
First Floor Hearing Room 

Pittsburgh, PA 15219 
In Attendance: 
 
Members Staff Others  
Lucia M. Aguirre Sharon Spooner Carole Malakoff Joseph Froetschel 
Richard Snipe Sarah Quinn B. Boggio Massimo Lista 
David Green  D. Levitt Brooks Robinson 
Karen Loysen  Barbara Rudiak Ed Wallo 
Matthew Falcone  Jim Hieber Peter Margittai 
James Hill  Christina Westall John Martine 
  Andrew Marsic John Feghali 
  Melissa McSwigan Mary Coleman 
  Tom Harley Bill Joyce 
  David Morgan  

 
 
Call to Order: 
 
Ms. Aguirre calls the meeting to order at 12:38 pm and confirms that a quorum is present.  
 
Old Business-None. 

New Business: 
 

Approval of Minutes:  In regards to the February 2020 meeting minutes, Mr. Falcone 
moves to approve and Mr. Green seconds. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and 
motion carries. 
   
Approval of Issuance of Certificates of Appropriateness:  In regards to the issuance 
of Certificates of Appropriateness in February 2020, Mr. Green moves to approve and Mr. 
Falcone seconds. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

    
 
 
 
Other Business: 
 

1. Ms. Quinn gives updates on ongoing nominations, legislation, and grant applications. 
2. Mr. Falcone moves to adjourn until 1:00 pm. 
3. Ms. Loysen seconds. 
4. All are in favor and meeting is adjourned until 1:00 pm. 
5. Ms. Aguirre calls the meeting back to order at 1:01 pm. 

 

Division of Zoning and Development Review  
City of Pittsburgh, Department of City Planning 

200 Ross Street, Third Floor 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15219 



 
 
Adjourn: 

 
Mr. Falcone moves to adjourn. 

Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote, all are in favor and meeting is adjourned. 

Minutes of the agenda items follow. 



Pittsburgh HRC – March 4, 2020 

 
911 Beech Avenue 

                                                                   
Allegheny West Historic District 

 

Owner:  
Joseph Froetschel & Marla Presley 
911 Beech Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15233 

 
Ward:  22nd 
 
Lot and Block:  7-D-45 

 

Applicant: 
Joanna Graf 
Renewal by Andersen 
1640 Golden Mile Highway 
Monroeville, Pa 15146 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 1st 
 
Application Received:  2/14/20 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Window replacement with composite product. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Armando Palmieri and Mr. Massimo Lista from Renewal by Andersen step to 
the podium. They explain the window replacement proposal and go through the 
presentation. They present additional photos for the Commission to review. 

2. The Commission reviews the photos. 

3. Mr. Falcone asks about the Plexiglass in the transom. 

4. Mr. Palmieri clarifies that they would like to restore it back to plain glass. 

5. Mr. Falcone states that the transoms would probably have had leaded glass, but it 
is a step in the right direction to restore glass. 

6. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment. 

7. Ms. Carole Malakoff steps to the podium representing the Allegheny West LRC. 
She states that the homeowner met with the LRC proposing 34 new windows, but 
she doesn’t know how many they are proposing now. She states that this is a very 
significant and unique building in the neighborhood. She states that there are 
many different styles of windows in the house now, and the existing windows are 
wood. She states that their recommendation is to get a consultant that specializes 
in historic windows to evaluate the windows one at a time and see which ones need 
to be replaced. She states that they do not support front windows that are anything 
other than wood. 

8. Mr. Joseph Froetschel steps to the podium; he is the homeowner. He states that he 
would like to replace the windows that are broken which is about half. He talks 
about some of the problems with the windows and about the research that he has 
done to try and come to the best solution for the house. 

9. Ms. Loysen states that they need more documentation. 

10. Mr. Green agrees that more documentation is needed and should be submitted at 



the time of the application. 

11. Ms. Quinn states that the application process can be discussed outside of the 
public hearing process. 

12. Ms. Aguirre agrees and states that applicants that turn in an application have the 
ability to be heard before the Commission and bring additional materials to the 
hearing. She states that the issue is not to try and make things look historical but 
to preserve history. She states that if the property has windows that can be 
restored, they should be restored to preserve history rather than replaced so 
everything matches. She agrees with the other Commissioners that more 
information is needed. 

13. Mr. Green asks about the windows that were damaged and if there is a safety 
hazard. 

14. Ms. Aguirre asks if the property is occupied. 

15. Mr. Froetschel states that it is not. 

16. The Commission discusses the safety issues. 

17. Ms. Loysen asks if they will ask them to adhere to the guidelines requiring wooden 
windows. 

18. Ms. Aguirre states that the guidelines do indicate wooden windows for the front 
façade and highly visible side facades, and she states that the side windows are 
visible enough that they do need to comply with the guidelines as well. She asks for 
a motion to table. 

 Motion: 

1. Ms. Loysen moves to table the application for 30 days to provide better 
documentation on existing conditions more information on what is being 
proposed, and that the front and side windows comply with the local guidelines. 

2. Mr. Falcone amends the motion to include that the applicant can address the 
safety issues. 

3. Mr. Green states that any stabilization measures can be reviewed by HRC staff. 

4. Mr. Falcone seconds 

5. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; Ms. Loysen, Ms. Aguirre, Mr. Falcone, Mr. Hill, and 
Mr. Green are in favor and Mr. Snipe abstains. Motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – March 4, 2020 

 
510 Lockhart Street 

                                                                   
Deutschtown Historic District 

 
Owner:  
Palais Real Estate 
5433 Carnegie Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15201 

 
Ward:  23rd 
 
Lot and Block:  8-D-166 

 
Applicant: 
Palais Real Estate 
5433 Carnegie Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15201 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 1st 
 
Application Received:  11/22/19 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  
Proposed Changes:   Façade alterations including after-the-fact alteration of front 
stoop. 

Discussion: 
1. Mr. John Feghali steps to the podium. He shows his updated materials including 

the original door, corrected steps, and rendering of the door trim. He states that 
they used 602 Lockhart as a model. 

2. Ms. Quinn asks if the brackets will be covering any of the detailing. 

3. Mr. Feghali states that they won’t. 

4. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. 

5. Ms. Aguirre states that she appreciates the improvements and the thought that 
went into the proposal. She states that the brackets still may be too large. 

6. Mr. Hill states that the proposal looks good. 

7. Mr. Snipe agrees. 

8. Mr. Falcone states that the doors look great. He asks about the treatment plan for 
the doors and entablature. 

9. Mr. Feghali states that the doors will be scraped and lacquered, and the top will be 
painted the same color as the frame. 

10. Ms. Loysen states that she has concerns about the brackets as well as the pattern 
on the cornice trim. 

11. Mr. Feghali states that he did that to match 602, but is fine with eliminating it. 

12. Ms. Aguirre states that a drawing to scale would help and could be reviewed by 
staff. 

13. Mr. Falcone states that the elimination of the dentil pattern could be shown as 
well. 

14. Mr. Hill clarifies for the applicant that they will provide a conditional approval, 



and he can work with staff to provide final documentation and receive final 
approval. 

15. Mr. Green states that a handrail may be required. 

16. Mr. Falcone states that it is not part of the application. 

17. Mr. Green states that there had been one there previously. 

18. Mr. Feghali states that it was not there when he purchased the house. 

19. Mr. Green states that it is just a building code issue and asks if the Commission 
would be amenable to having a railing reviewed by staff. 

20. The Commission discusses the application. 

21. Ms. Aguirre restates that everyone is in agreement that the application is headed in 
the right direction. She sates that the drawing looks good but they would like a 
scale drawing to make sure that everything is as approved, and the applicant can 
work with staff on that. She thanks the applicant and asks for a motion. 

 Motion: 
1. Mr. Falcone moves to approve with the conditions that the front doors are to be 

sanded and lacquered, the header is to be installed without a dentil pattern, 
cornices are to be installed in a manner as to not obstruct existing scrollwork, and 
all parts are to be painted to match. In addition, clear glass will be installed in the 
transom and include the house number, and any handrails will be reviewed by 
staff. 

2. Mr. Hill seconds.  

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – March 4, 2020 

 
616 Lockhart Street 

                                                                   
Deutschtown Historic District 

 
Owner:  
Tripoli/Lochart LLC 

 
Ward:  23rd 
 
Lot and Block:  24-N-304 

 
Applicant: 
Robert Marcoullier 
2929 Hickory Street 
Allison Park, Pa 15101 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 1st 
 
Application Received:  2/14/19 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  
Proposed Changes:   Installation of window and door trim on front façade. 

Discussion: 
1. Mr. Robert Marcoullier steps to the podium; he is the owner of the property. He 

goes through his proposal and photos. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. She asks the commissioners 
for questions or comments. 

3. Ms. Loysen asks about the trim that was already installed. 

4. Mr. Marcoullier clarifies that the trim was installed on one window on top of the 
wooden header. 

5. Ms. Aguirre clarifies that what they are looking at is if they want to approve the 
trim for the rest of the windows and also what trim should be around the door. She 
states that she understands that the examples he looked at are on the same street 
but may not be the same style of house. 

6. Mr. Falcone states that it looks like the original trim in the photos was carved. 

7. The Commission reviews the photos. 

8. Ms. Loysen states that she thinks that the trim that was installed is not respectful 
of the historic character of the building or its neighbors. She states that the 
original headers were not just flat boards. 

9. Mr. Falcone agrees that trim should not be applied and suggests that the applicant 
can bevel the headers. He asks if the applicant will be installing corbels at the 
cornice line and if he will be installing a new door. 

10. Mr. Marcoullier states that the corbels are there and will remain, and the door that 
was there was cleaned up and replaced. 

11. The Commission discusses the application. 

12. The Commission suggests 604 Lockhart as a model for restoration. 



 Motion: 
1. Mr. Falcone moves to approve the renovation with the conditions that the applied 

existing trim on the windows be removed and the wood underneath be chamfered, 
and that the front door should be installed with a transom and four paneled door 
similar to 604 Lockhart Street, with all renovations to be reviewed by staff for final 
approval. 

2. Mr. Hill seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – March 4, 2020 

 
901-905 Bingham Street 

                                                                   
East Carson Street Historic District 

 
Owner:  
Bingham South Side LP 

 
Ward:  17th 
 
Lot and Block:  3-G-214 

 
Applicant: 
David Morgan 
Morgan Architecture & Design 
1234 Sarah Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15203 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 3rd 
 
Application Received:  10/18/19 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  
Proposed Changes:   Building renovations and construction of an addition. 

Discussion: 
1. Mr. David Morgan steps to the podium; he is the architect for the project. He 

explains the updates to the project and goes through the presentation. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment. 

3. Mr. John Martine steps to the podium representing the LRC. He states that the 
LRC did not have an opportunity to review the latest drawings. He states that 
looking at them now, it looks like some of the issues that the LRC had have been 
corrected. He states that they initially recommended to table the application in 
their email, and although it is hard to say if the proposal is ready for approval it is 
much more detailed. 

4. Ms. Aguirre asks for additional public comment; there is none. 

5. Mr. Morgan clarifies that the original drawings were done a long time ago, but he 
believes that the drawings are updated enough to accurately reflect the existing 
conditions and current proposal. He states that he would be happy with an interim 
approval so they can present some of the details to the LRC. He states that the 
main thing they need to know is if the proposed fiberglass windows on the rear will 
be acceptable. 

6. Ms. Aguirre asks if that would be Option B. 

7. Mr. Morgan says yes. 

8. Ms. Aguirre states that she was glad that the LRC was in support. She also 
appreciates that Option B includes wood windows for the front façade.  

9. Mr. Falcone states that he feels the different treatments for the different facades is 
appropriate, especially considering that the back side is the edge of the district and 
historically less visible than it is today. He addresses the memorial and flagpole 
and states that he would like to see it relocated within the district itself if possible. 



 

10. Ms. Aguirre asks for a motion for an interim approval so the applicant can update 
and review with the LRC. 

 Motion: 
1. Mr. Falcone moves to approve the renovations as submitted in “Option B” with the 

conditions that the applicant meet with the LRC and bring any changes from that 
discussion as well as treatment for the memorial and chimney to staff for final 
approval. 

2. Mr. Hill seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – March 4, 2020 

 
2026 E. Carson Street 

                                                                   
East Carson Street Historic District 

 
Owner:  
Sandeepa Kaleida 
2026 E. Carson Street Suite 300 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15203 

 
Ward:  17th 
 
Lot and Block:  12-K-25 
 

 
Applicant: 
Margittai Architects 
2110 Sarah Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15203 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 3rd 
 
Application Received:  10/18/19 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  
Proposed Changes:   Alterations to signage proposal. 

Discussion: 
1. Mr. Peter Margittai steps to the podium. He gives some background on the signage 

and goes through the current proposal. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment. 

3. Mr. John Martine steps to the podium representing the LRC. He states that they 
did have a chance to discuss the application and are in support. 

 Motion: 
1. Mr. Green moves to approve. 

2. Mr. Hill seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – March 4, 2020 

 
1030 Murray Hill Avenue 

                                                                   
Murray Hill Historic District 

 
Owner:  
Bigelow Property Services 
233 Spahr Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15232 

 
Ward:  14th 
 
Lot and Block:  85-F-73 

 
Applicant: 
Bigelow Property Services 
233 Spahr Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15232 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  
 
Application Received:  7/12/19 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  
Proposed Changes:   Building renovations including new rear window and door 
openings. 

Discussion: 
1. Ms. Christina Westall steps to the podium representing the applicant. She goes 

through the presentation including the additional information and proposed 
solution for the after-the-fact replacement of the stained glass. 

2.  Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. She asks if the stained glass 
will be clear glass. 

3. Ms. Westall states that since the original was clear glass with different textures 
they will be trying to match that. 

4. Mr. Falcone asks if they will be using leaded and beveled glass. 

5. Ms. Westall reviews the spec sheet with the Commissioners. 

6. Mr. Falcone states that this is a big improvement and appreciates their efforts. 

7. Ms. Aguirre agrees. 

 Motion: 
1. Mr. Falcone moves to approve. 

2. Mr. Green seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – March 4, 2020 

 
809 Liberty Avenue 

                                                                   
Penn-Liberty Historic District 

 
Owner:  
Pittsburgh Cultural Trust 
803 Liberty Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15222 

 
Ward:  2nd 
 
Lot and Block:  2-A-7 

 
Applicant: 
Tom Harley 
541 Philadelphia Street 
Indiana, Pa 15701 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  
 
Application Received:  2/14/20 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  
Proposed Changes:   Installation of louvers in windows on front and rear facades. 

Discussion: 
1. Mr. Tom Harley steps to the podium; he is the architect for the project. Mr. Ben 

Boggio steps to the podium as well representing the Cultural Trust. Mr. Harley 
states that the scope of work has been reduced as they have found a solution for 
the Liberty Avenue façade, so the only changes will be on the alley side. He goes 
through the presentation for the addition of louvers. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. 

 Motion: 
1. Mr. Falcone moves to approve the installation of louvers on the rear façade as 

submitted. 

2. Mr. Green seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – March 4, 2020 

 
823 Liberty Avenue 

                                                                   
Penn-Liberty Historic District 

 
Owner:  
Pittsburgh Cultural Trust 
803 Liberty Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15222 

 
Ward:  2nd 
 
Lot and Block:  9-N-174 

 
Applicant: 
Brooks Robinson 
Pittsburgh Cultural Trust 
803 Liberty Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15222 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 6th 
 
Application Received:  1/16/20 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  
Proposed Changes:   Demolition. 

Discussion: 
1. Mr. Brooks Robinson steps to the podium representing the Cultural Trust. He goes 

through the proposal for demolition and replacement with a park. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. She states that they have 
received the Development Activates Meeting report as well. 

3. Mr. Hill asks if there will be any explanatory signage about the art. 

4. Mr. Robinson states that there will be. 

5. Ms. Loysen asks about the fence. 

6. Mr. Robinson states that it is meant to protect the art piece while still allowing it to 
be viewed. 

7. Ms. Quinn mentions to the Commission that they have put language about a 
timeframe or maintenance in approvals for art installations before. 

8. Ms. Aguirre mentions that this may be different because it is not attached to the 
building. 

9. Mr. Falcone states that the most important thing is that the building does not 
contribute to the district. He asks what protection will be in place for the 
contributing buildings next door. 

10. Mr. Robinson talks about their plans for precautions. 

11. Mr. Falcone asks if they anticipate any repairs to the adjacent building once this 
building is down. 

12. Mr. Robinson states that there may be issues they need to address but they don’t 
know for sure right now. 

13. Mr. Falcone asks about the next steps for the site and surrounding area. 

14. Mr. Robinson talks about the next steps and timeframe for the project. 



 Motion: 
1. Mr. Falcone moves to approve the demolition with the condition that the applicant 

come back in five years to review the status and that the applicant work with staff 
on any work to be done on 821 Penn post-demolition. 

2. Mr. Hill seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – March 4, 2020 

Mowry-Addison House 
5134 Carnegie Street 

                          
               Historic Nomination     

 
Owner: 
Keith Cochran 
5134 Carnegie Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15201 

 
Ward: 9th 
 
Lot and Block:  80-G-239 

 
Nominator: 
Keith Cochran 
5134 Carnegie Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15201 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  7th 
 
Nomination Received:  1/17/20 
 

National Register Status: Listed:  Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Nomination for historic designation. 

Discussion: 

1. Ms. Quinn makes a short presentation on the property. She states that the 
nominator found that the property is significant under Criterion 3, exemplification 
of a distinguished architectural type, style, or design, Criterion 8, exemplification 
of a significant pattern of neighborhood development or settlement, and Criterion 
10, its unique location and distinctive physical appearance or presence representing 
an established and familiar visual feature of a neighborhood, community, or the City 
of Pittsburgh, and that the property does retain integrity.  

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none 

3. The Commission discusses the nomination. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Green moves to positively recommend the property for historic nomination 
based on the listed criteria. 

2. Mr. Hill seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 
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