
 
 

 

 

Forbes Funds announces $34,000 in grants for nonprofit technology 

 

PITTSBURGH, Pa., April 23, 2014 - In February 2014 the second annual Steel City Codefest took 

place. With the leadership of the City of Pittsburgh Urban Development Authority, this 24-hour Civic 

Hackathon brought together 105 coders, designers and community members to create technology that 

focused on community benefit. They took on projects that met specific challenges sourced by 

nonprofits. The result was the architecture for seven solutions. 

 

Today The Forbes Funds approved $34,500 in grants to organizations to put the finishing 

touches on four of the apps. Kate Dewey, President of The Forbes Funds shared, “Thanks to the many 

individuals and companies who have donated their time to this initiative an estimated $200,000 in 

savings was realized by these organizations and solves a real need. Getting well designed technology 

tools into the hands of nonprofits leverages our collective assets in a way that makes good sense for the 

community, nonprofits and business. Additionally many of these apps will find their way to other regions 

and like organizations with the imprimatur of our community being the innovator of practical ideas with 

real wins.” 

 

CITY OF PITTSBURGH/NEW SUN RISING 

An app that sends out custom reminders based on a resident's location for things such as street 

cleaning, parking hours, trash pickups, yard waste pickups and recycling. 

PITTSBURGH CARES 

Their app will allow individuals to quickly browse Pittsburgh Cares database and register for 

volunteer opportunities. It is estimated that well over a thousand volunteers visit their site each 

month.  The goal is to significantly increase the number of volunteers that Pittsburgh Cares is able to 

match with local nonprofits. In addition, the app will enable nonprofits to easily track and manage 

their volunteers and opportunities.  

PLANNED PARENTHOOD OF WESTERN PA 

PPWP app is being designed to improve access to medically-accurate information for teens across 

southwestern PA. 

SALVATION ARMY 

The application will be used by Salvation Army's Emergency Disaster Services Department in the field 

to track the services provided, volunteer hours, and location of the incidents, in real-time. Such an 

app will assist with the emergency management of each disaster, as well as provide detailed reports 

each month that could be used in their communications and fundraising efforts. 



 

 

The Forbes Funds mission is to support the agility, impact and relevance of community based 

nonprofits in Allegheny County. The Forbes Funds is a supporting organization of The Pittsburgh 

Foundation. For more information please call Kate Dewey at 412-394-4297. 
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