
THE PROCESS 

The Program invites inquiries from 

regional health science based re-

searchers / inventors irrespective of 

institutional affiliation. Contact infor-

mation for the program is listed in the 

side-bar. Interested applicants will be 

requested to fill out an application 

form that can be submitted to the 

Program Director.  Once the  

THE PROGRAM 

The Life Science Start-Up Accelerator Program (the “Program”) targets early stage life science innova-
tions in the pre-commercialization stage—i.e. the stage between conclusion of research and begin-
ning of commercialization. The identification of commercial potential includes activities such as the 
evaluation of of intellectual property assets, protection of those assets and the evaluation of com-
mercial landscape.  

The Program is an initiative between multiple organizations— The City of Pittsburgh / Urban Redevel-
opment Authority, the University of Pittsburgh and Idea Foundry—to provide resources at this crucial 
early stage. Funds available from this initiative will be used to provide assistance around the follow-
ing areas: 

• Freedom to Operate Analysis  

• Intellectual Property Protection 

• Company / Business Incorporation 

Additional business development activities will be offered that focus on areas such as competition 
and market analysis, licensing considerations and entrepreneurial opportunities. 

The ultimate goal of the program is form up to 15 start-ups over two years and assist inventors in 
pursuing the most feasible commercialization path forward.  

T H E  L I F E  S C I E N C E  S T A R T - U P  

A C C E L E R A T O R  P R O G R A M  

J O I N T  I N I T I A T I V E  B Y  U R B A N  R E D E V E L O P M E N T  A U T H O R I T Y ,  
U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  P I T T S B U R G H  A N D  I D E A  F O U N D R Y  

For further information, application 

materials or to schedule an initial meeting, 

please contact: 

 

Nehal Bhojak 

Director, Strategic Life Science Initiatives 

Idea Foundry 

nbhojak@ideafoundry.org 

application is received, an initial meeting will be scheduled with the researchers to better understand 

the scope and breadth of their innovations. Key stakeholders will then evaluate the opportunity and 

make a decision to move forward or not. Once the decision is made to move forward, a Memorandum 

of Understanding will be drawn up between relevant parties broadly defining the scope of the engage-

ment. Applications to the Program will be accepted on a first come first serve basis over the next two 

years. 


