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About Pittsburgh’s Steps 

Photo: Burgh’s Eye View

• Steps are the City’s first transportation system

• Critical part of the overall pedestrian network

• Link people to schools, bus stops, parks and other destinations
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About Pittsburgh’s Steps 

• The challenge: 800+ Steps

• Maintenance, repair, replacement

• Jumpwalks

• Staging – like “mini bridge projects”
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Project Goals and Outcomes 

• Prioritize staircases 
for replacement

• Recommend typical 
designs and materials 

• Produce an 
investment plan



What We Are Going To Do
Step by Step

• Step 1: Public Outreach

• Step 2: Analysis

• Step 3: Materials & Design

• Step 4: Investment Plan

Staircase connecting Boulevard of the 
Allies to Second Avenue



Step 1: Public Outreach 

• This meeting (hello!)

• Neighborhood meetings

• WikiMap

• Text voting (September/October)

• Recap public meeting (Fall)



Step 2: Analysis

• Destinations

• Directness
Destinations in short walking distance

Amount of detour without steps



Step 2: Analysis

• Safety

• Usage

Rising Main



Step 2: Analysis

• Cultural significance 

18th Street Steps Lighting Project. 
Photo: Justin Merriman, Tribune-Review

South Street Slopes Mosaic Steps



Step 3: Design and Materials

• Best practices

• Field work

• Materials

• Lifecycle costs



Step 4: Maintenance & Investment Plan

• Funding methods

• Investment plan



Project Schedule

July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb March April
Citywide 

Meeting

7/27

WikiMap 

closes 8/31

Citywide 

Meeting

TBD

2

Research and Analysis

3

Design and Material Guidelines Best Practices

4

Maintenance and Investment Plan Final Report

Draft Design and 

Materials Guidelines

Prioitized Steps with 

Community Input

Text Message Voting 

Sept 14 - Oct 16
1 Outreach and Analysis

Prioritized Steps 

Neighborhood Meetings



Today’s Meeting

• Opportunity Analysis

• Community’s role

• Two citywide steps maps

• Weighting criteria

• Types of improvements

• Materials and design

• Children’s station

• WikiMap station



Tell Your Friends!

• Website: http://pittsburghpa.gov/dcp/steps

• WikiMap: http://wikimapping.com/wikimap/Pittsburgh-Citywide-
Steps-Assessment.html

• Attend Neighborhood Meetings

http://pittsburghpa.gov/dcp/steps
http://wikimapping.com/wikimap/Pittsburgh-Citywide-Steps-Assessment.html


Today’s Meeting

MAPS!
Which to 
you use?

MAPS!
Which need 
improvement?

ONLINE 
SURVEY

How would 
you prioritize?

Improvement 
TypesFAMILY 

ACTIVITY

What is the 
community’s 

role?

Identify:  Strengths, Weaknesses, 
Opportunities , Threats

DesignScreen / seating area

ENTRANCE



QUESTIONS?


