CITY OF PITTSBURGH, PA
Department of City Planning, 200 Ross Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15219

2015-2019
Analysis of Impediments
to Fair Housing Choice
April 4, 2016

William Peduto,
Honorable Mayor

City of Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania

Table of Contents
Executive Summary ........................................................................................................ 1
I.

Introduction ........................................................................................................... 12

II.

Background Data .................................................................................................. 14

III.

A.

Population, Race, Ethnicity, and Religion ..................................................... 14

B.

Households ................................................................................................... 28

C.

Income and Poverty ...................................................................................... 38

D.

Employment .................................................................................................. 56

E.

Housing Profile .............................................................................................. 58

F.

Financing....................................................................................................... 61

G.

Household Types .......................................................................................... 66

H.

Cost Overburden ........................................................................................... 78

I.

Housing Problems ......................................................................................... 83

J.

Disabled Households .................................................................................... 90

Review/Update to Original Plan ............................................................................ 95
A.

IV.

V.

VI.

Summary of 2012 Impediments .................................................................... 95

Impediments to Fair Housing 2015 ..................................................................... 104
A.

Fair Housing Complaints ............................................................................. 104

B.

Public Sector ............................................................................................... 143

C.

Private Sector.............................................................................................. 225

D.

Citizen Participation .................................................................................... 238

Actions and Recommendations ........................................................................... 254
A.

Impediments to Fair Housing Choice .......................................................... 254

B.

Activities to Affirmatively Further Fair Housing ............................................ 260

C.

Activities to Promote Fair Housing Choice .................................................. 267

Certification ......................................................................................................... 272

VII. Appendix ............................................................................................................. 273
A.

Appendix A – Agency/Organization Meetings ............................................. 274

B.

Appendix B – Resident Surveys and Agency Surveys ................................ 275

C.

Appendix C – Public Comments.................................................................. 276

Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice

i

City of Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania

Executive Summary
The City of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania is an entitlement community under the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development’s (HUD) Community Development
Block Grant Program (CDBG), the HOME Investment Partnerships Program (HOME),
the Emergency Solutions Grant Program (ESG), and the Housing Opportunities for
Persons with AIDS Program (HOPWA). In accordance with the Housing and Community
Development Act of 1974, as amended, each entitlement community must “affirmatively
further fair housing.” In order to demonstrate that the entitlement community is
“affirmatively furthering fair housing,” each community must conduct a Fair Housing
Analysis which identifies any impediments to fair housing choice and what steps it will
take to affirmatively further fair housing. HUD advises communities that the Analysis of
Impediments to Fair Housing should also address “Visitability,” the Section 504
Rehabilitation Act, the Americans with Disabilities Act, as well as the Fair Housing Act.
The HUD Fair Housing and Equal Opportunity
(FHEO) Office is now advising Federal entitlement
communities to update their Analysis of
Impediments (AI) to Fair Housing Choice to
coincide with their Five Year Consolidated Plan,
and then every five (5) years thereafter. As part of its Annual Action Plan, the City must
additionally sign certifications every year stating that the City will affirmatively further fair
housing. This means that the City will conduct an Analysis of Impediments to Fair
Housing Choice (AI), take appropriate actions to overcome the effects of any
impediments identified through the AI, and maintain records reflecting what analysis and
corrective actions were taken.
The City of Pittsburgh previously prepared an Update to the Analysis of Impediments to
Fair Housing Choice in 2012. The HUD Fair Housing and Equal Opportunity Office has
requested the City to prepare a new AI. The City has prepared this 2015-2019 Analysis
of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice to bring the City into sequence with its FY 20152019 Five Year Consolidated Plan. This analysis focuses on the status and interaction
of six (6) fundamental conditions within the City of Pittsburgh:


The sale or rental of dwellings (public or private);



The provision of housing brokerage services;



The provision of financial assistance for dwellings;



Public policies and actions affecting the approval of sites and other building
requirements used in the approval process for the construction of publicly
assisted housing;



The administrative policies concerning community development and housing
activities, which affect opportunities of minority households to select housing
inside or outside areas of minority concentration; and
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Where there is a determination of unlawful segregation or other housing
discrimination by a court or a finding of noncompliance by HUD regarding
assisted housing in a recipient’s jurisdiction, an analysis of the actions which
could be taken by the recipient to remedy the discriminatory condition, including
actions involving the expenditure of funds made available under 24 CFR Part
570.

The Fair Housing Act was originally passed in 1968 to protect buyers and renters from
discrimination from sellers and landlords by making it unlawful to refuse the sale or
rental of a property to persons included under the category of a protected class. The
Fair Housing Act prohibits discrimination against persons based on their race, color,
sex/gender, disability, religion, ethnicity, national origin / ancestry, or familial
status in the sale, rental, and financing of housing. Additionally, the City of Pittsburgh
has passed ordinances protecting persons against discrimination based on sexual
orientation, gender identity, and source of income.

Race
Source of
Income

Color

Sex /
Gender

Familial
Status

Protected
Classes

Gender
Identity

Sexual
Orientation

National
Origin /
Acenestry

Disability

Ethnicity
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The methodology employed to undertake this Analysis of Impediments included:




Research
-

A review was performed of the City’s 2012 Update to the Analysis of
Impediments to Fair Housing Choice, the City’s Zoning Ordinance, the
completed portions of the City’s Comprehensive Plan, as well as a review
of the FY 2010-2014 Five Year Consolidated Plan, FY 2010 through FY
2014 Annual Action Plans, and the Consolidated Annual Performance
Evaluation Reports for FY 2010 through FY 2014.

-

A review of the Housing Authority of the City of Pittsburgh’s Annual Plans,
Moving to Work Plan, the Public Housing Agency’s Admission and
Continued Occupancy Policy, the Housing Choice Voucher Administrative
Plan, Family Self-Sufficiency Program Action Plan, and Section 504
Needs Assessment.

-

The most recent demographic data for the City was analyzed from the
U.S. Census, which included general, demographic, housing, economic,
social, and disability characteristics.

-

A review of the residential segregation data from CensusScope was
undertaken.

-

A review of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development
Comprehensive Housing Affordability Strategy (HUD-CHAS) data was
undertaken.

-

A review of financial lending institutions through the Home Mortgage
Disclosure Act (HMDA) database was completed.

-

A review of the real estate and mortgage practices was undertaken.

-

Home mortgage foreclosure data was also reviewed.

Interviews & Meetings
-

Meetings and/or interviews were conducted with the Housing Authority of
the City of Pittsburgh; the Urban Redevelopment Authority of Pittsburgh;
the Department of City Planning; community and social service agencies;
advocacy organizations for the disabled; housing providers; the
Commission on Human Relations; the Fair Housing Partnership of Greater
Pittsburgh; etc.

-

Surveys were sent to each housing, social service, and community
development agency that was invited to the roundtable discussions.
Follow up phone calls were made when an organization neither returned a
survey nor attended a meeting.
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Analysis of Data
-

Low- and moderate-income areas were identified and mapped.

-

Concentrations of minority populations were identified and mapped.

-

Concentrations of owner-occupied and renter-occupied housing units were
identified and mapped.

-

Fair housing awareness in the community was evaluated.

-

Distribution by location of public and assisted housing units was analyzed
and mapped.

-

Distribution of Section 8 Housing Choice Vouchers was analyzed and
mapped.

-

The location of Housing Cost Burdens throughout the City was analyzed.

-

The location of CDBG expenditures throughout the City was analyzed.

-

The location of HOME expenditures throughout the City was analyzed.

-

The City’s Five Year Goals and Objectives were reviewed.

Potential Impediments
-

Public sector policies that may be viewed as impediments were analyzed.

-

Private sector policies that may be viewed as impediments were analyzed.

-

The status of previously identified impediments was analyzed.

Citizen Participation
-

Electronic copies of a fair housing survey were made available on the
City’s website, public meetings were held, and copies were placed on
public display to encourage citizen input. The surveys were prepared in
English and Spanish.

-

The City held four (4) community meetings in the North, South, East, and
West sections of the City:
o

East Neighborhoods Community Meeting
November 12, 2014 at 6:00 PM
Larimer Kingsley Association
6435 Frankstown Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15206

o

West Neighborhoods Community Meeting
November 17, 2014 at 6:00 PM
Shelter at Banksville Park
Approximately 1500 Crane Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15202
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o

South Neighborhoods Community Meeting
November 19, 2014 at 6:00 PM
Knoxville Library
400 Brownsville Road
Pittsburgh, PA 15206

o

North Neighborhoods Community Meeting
November 24, 2014 at 6:00 PM
Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh-Allegheny
1230 Federal Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15212

-

Flyers were passed out in the communities, postings were done on
community message boards, and flyers were handed out to agencies at
the social service, community development, and housing provider
meetings.

-

The 2015-2019 Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice was
made available on the City’s website and hardcopies were placed at the
following locations beginning on March 11, 2015:

-

o

Department of City Planning
200 Ross Street
Second Floor
Pittsburgh, PA 15219

o

Urban Redevelopment Authority
200 Ross Street
Tenth Floor
Pittsburgh, PA 15219

o

Housing Authority of the City of Pittsburgh
200 Ross Street
Ninth Floor
Pittsburgh, PA 15219

The City of Pittsburgh held a Public Hearing on the “draft” 2015-2019
Analysis of Impediments on Wednesday, April 1, 2015.

The City of Pittsburgh’s 2015-2019 Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice has
identified the following impediments, as well as defined specific goals and strategies to
address each impediment.


Impediment 1: Fair Housing Education and Outreach There is a continuing need to educate persons about their rights under the Fair
Housing Act and to raise community awareness to affirmatively further fair
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housing choice. There is a lack of affordable housing, which limits the choice of
housing for low-income residents, minorities, and the disabled population.
Goal: All residents of the City of Pittsburgh will have an awareness and
knowledge of their rights under the Fair Housing Act and fair housing will be
affirmatively furthered especially for low-income residents, minorities, and the
disabled population.
Strategies: In order to meet this goal, the following activities and strategies
should be undertaken:
-

-

-

-



1-A: Continue to promote Fair Housing awareness through the media,
seminars, and training to provide educational opportunities for all persons
to learn more about their rights under the Fair Housing Act, Americans
With Disabilities Act, and the City-County Visitability Program.
1-B: Continue to provide and distribute literature and informational
material concerning fair housing issues, an individual’s housing rights, and
the landlords’ responsibilities to affirmatively further fair housing.
1-C: Continue to support and provide funding for the City of Pittsburgh’s
Human Relations Commission to affirmatively further fair housing and
enforce the rights of protected classes in the City of Pittsburgh.
1-D: Continue to support and provide funding for independent fair housing
organizations to provide testing services, education, outreach, referrals,
and assistance in addressing Fair Housing complaints that may arise in
the City.

Impediment 2: Affordable Rental Housing Even though the City of Pittsburgh has a large supply of rental housing, it is not
necessarily affordable to lower income households. The monthly housing cost for
apartments has steadily increased to the point that over 55% of all renter
households in Pittsburgh with incomes less than 50% AMI, are considered cost
overburdened.
Goal: The development of affordable rental housing will occur throughout the
City of Pittsburgh, especially for households whose income is less than 50% AMI,
through new construction, in-fill housing, the rehabilitation of vacant buildings,
and the development of mixed-income housing, to reduce the number of lower
income households who are cost overburdened.
Strategies: In order to meet this goal, the following activities and strategies
should be undertaken:
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-

-

-

-

-



2-A: Support and encourage both private developers and non-profit
housing providers to develop plans for the construction of new affordable
mixed income rental housing.
2-B: Continue to support and encourage the rehabilitation of the existing
housing stock and new housing in the City so it becomes decent, safe,
and sound rental housing that is affordable to lower income households.
2-C: Continue to support and encourage the development of independent
housing and community living arrangements for the disabled in the City.
2-D: Provide financial assistance in the form of development subsidies so
low-income households that are cost overburdened, particularly those
households whose incomes are at or below 50% AMI, are able to afford
decent, safe, and sound housing.
2-E: Promote partnerships with the Housing Authority of the City of
Pittsburgh and private and non-profit housing developers to construct
additional Low Income Housing Tax Credit (LIHTC) multi-family rental
housing in high opportunity areas.
2-F: Continue to provide Section 8 Housing Choice Vouchers for lower
income households throughout the City.

Impediment 3: Affordable Housing for Sale The median value and cost to purchase a single family home in Pittsburgh that is
decent, safe, and sound, has increased significantly to over $87,800, which limits
the choice of housing for lower income households throughout the City.
Goal: Development of for-sale single family homes for lower income households
will occur through new construction, in-fill housing, and the rehabilitation of
vacant structures throughout the City of Pittsburgh.
Strategies: In order to meet this goal, the following activities and strategies
should be undertaken:
-

-

-

3-A: Continue to support and encourage plans from both private
developers and non-profit housing providers to develop and construct new
affordable housing that is for sale for lower income households throughout
the City of Pittsburgh.
3-B: Continue to support and encourage the acquisition, rehabilitation and
resale of existing housing units to become decent, safe, and sound forsale housing that is affordable to lower income households.
3-C: Promote partnerships with the Urban Redevelopment Authority of
Pittsburgh, non-profit housing development agencies and local banks to
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provide financial assistance in the form of down payment assistance and
low interest loans to lower-income households to become homebuyers
anywhere in the City of Pittsburgh.
3-D: Continue to support homebuyer education and training programs to
improve homebuyer awareness and increase the opportunities for lowerincome households to become homebuyers to affirmatively further fair
housing choice.
3-E: Improve access to information on-line and in the print media
regarding home repairs and improvements, and homebuyer assistance
offered through the City, the URA of Pittsburgh, local non-profit housing
development agencies, and local financial institutions.
3-F: Continue to provide homebuyer assistance for public housing
residents to become home owners through the Housing Authority of the
City of Pittsburgh’s Homeownership Program and the URA Down
Payment Assistance Program.

Impediment 4: Accessible Housing Units As an older, built-up urban environment, there is a lack of accessible housing
units and developable sites in the City of Pittsburgh, since 61.7% of the City’s
housing units were built before 1950 and most do not contain accessibility
features, and 13.9% of the City’s population is classified as disabled.
Goal: The number of accessible housing units in the City will be increased
through new construction and rehabilitation of existing housing units for the
physically disabled and developmentally challenged population.
Strategies: In order to meet this goal, the following activities and strategies
should be undertaken:
-

-

4-A: Continue the on-going URA Housing Programs to increase the
amount of accessible housing through the rehabilitation of the existing
housing stock by providing low-interest loans or grants to homeowners
and landlords to make handicap improvements and by keeping their rents
affordable.
4-B: Increase the amount of accessible housing through new construction
of handicap units that are accessible and visitable through financial or
development incentives on available vacant and developable land in the
City.
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4-C: Continue to enforce the ADA and Fair Housing requirements for
landlords to make "reasonable accommodations" to their rental properties
so they become accessible to tenants who are physically disabled.
4-D: Continue to provide financial assistance to elderly homeowners in the
City to make accessibility improvements to their properties in order for
these residents to remain in their own homes.
4-E: Continue to support the City of Pittsburgh’s and Allegheny County’s
joint Task Force on Disabilities and the tax credits for making residential
units "visitable" and "accessible."

Impediment 5: Private Lending Practices The HMDA data suggests that there is a disparity between the approval rates of
home mortgage loans originated from minorities and those originated from nonminority applicants.
Goal: Approval rates for all originated home mortgage loans will be fair, unbiased
and equal, regardless of race, familial status, and location.
Strategies: In order to meet this goal, the following activities and strategies
should be undertaken:
-

-

-

-

5-A: The City should undertake or contract with outside independent
agencies, private firms, foundations, college and universities to conduct an
in depth review of the mortgage lending practices of the local banks and
financial institutions.
5-B: Testing should be performed by outside independent agencies, firms,
and non-profit organizations to determine if any patterns of discrimination
are present in home mortgage lending practices for minorities and for
properties located in impacted areas of the City.
5-C: Federal and State funding should be used to provide a higher rate of
public financial assistance to potential homebuyers in impacted
neighborhoods to improve the loan to value ratio, so that private lenders
will increase the number of loans made in these areas.
5-D: Even though the City’s CDBG funds are being reduced each year,
the City needs to fund its community improvement programs such as
street improvements, demolitions, parks, and other infrastructure
improvements in targeted low-income neighborhoods to improve the living
environment and provide public safety protection in these areas.
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Impediment 6: Approach to Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing The housing, racial and socio-economic data, and the amount of subsidized
housing in the City of Pittsburgh, illustrates that there are concentrations of lowand moderate-income persons, minorities, and disabled persons living in the
City.
Goal: Housing and economic opportunities for low- and moderate-income
persons and the protected classes will be available so they will be able to live
and work anywhere in the City of Pittsburgh and throughout the region.
Strategies: In order to meet this goal, the following activities and strategies
should be undertaken:
-

-

-

-



6-A: Continue to support the Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing Task
Force sponsored by the Pittsburgh Human Relations Commission with
regional representatives from the City of Pittsburgh, Allegheny County, the
State, Federal elected officials, and representatives of neighborhood
groups, organized labor, private business, and nonprofits.
6-B: Continue to support the City’s efforts which established an Affordable
Housing Task Force, comprised of 19 members including fair housing
advocates. The goal of this Task Force is to evaluate current programs
and initiatives to produce new affordable housing units, preserve existing
units, and make recommendations to create new programs and initiatives
to promote mixed-income development in neighborhoods across the City
and ensure a vibrant mix of housing options of people of all income levels.
6-C: The City Planning Department should study the need for a policy of
inclusionary zoning for new multi-family developments.
6-D: The City Planning Department and the URA should evaluate the
location of potential new LIHTC housing and new affordable housing in
high opportunity areas.
6-E: The Housing Authority should consider providing mobility counseling
for its Section 8 Voucher holder in order to further fair housing choice
throughout the City.

Impediment 7: Economic Issues Affect Housing Choice There is a lack of economic opportunities in the City which prevents lower
income households from increasing their income and ability to live outside areas
with concentrations of low-income households, which makes this a fair housing
concern.
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Goal: The local economy will provide new job opportunities, which will increase
household income, and will promote fair housing choice throughout the City of
Pittsburgh.
Strategies: In order to meet this goal, the following activities and strategies
should be undertaken:
-

-

-

7-A: Strengthen partnerships and program delivery that will enhance the
City’s business base, expand its tax base, and create a more sustainable
economy for all residents and businesses.
7-B: Support and enhance workforce development and skills training that
result in a "livable" wage and increases job opportunities.
7-C: Support programming that enhances entrepreneurship and small
business development, expansion, and retention within impacted areas
and minority neighborhoods.
7-D: Support the expansion of existing businesses that will create new job
opportunities for the unemployed and underemployed.
7-E: Support the newly enacted Legislation for Source of Income
protection for all residents of the City of Pittsburgh.
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I.

Introduction
The City of Pittsburgh is an entitlement community under the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development’s (HUD’s) Community Development Block
Grant Program (CDBG), the HOME Investment Partnerships Program (HOME),
the Emergency Solutions Grant Program (ESG), and the Housing Opportunities
for Persons with AIDS Program (HOPWA). In accordance with the Housing and
Community Development Act of 1974, as amended, each entitlement community
must “affirmatively further fair housing.” In order to demonstrate that the
entitlement community is “affirmatively further fairing housing,” the community
must conduct an Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice which identifies
any impediments to fair housing choice and what steps it will take to affirmatively
further fair housing. The HUD Fair Housing and Equal Opportunity (FHEO) Office
is now advising Federal entitlement communities to prepare a new Analysis of
Impediments to Fair Housing Choice to coincide with the Five Year Consolidated
Plan, and then every five (5) years thereafter.
HUD defines “fair housing choice” as:
T
h
i
s

“The ability of persons, regardless of race, color, religion, sex,
national origin, familial status, or handicap, of similar income
levels to have available to them the same housing choices”

Housing Analysis consists of the following six (6) conditions:


The sale or rental of dwellings (public or private);



The provision of housing brokerage services;



The provision of financial assistance for dwellings;



Public policies and actions affecting the approval of sites and other building
requirements used in the approval process for the construction of publicly
assisted housing;



The administrative policies concerning community development and
housing activities, which affect opportunities of minority households to
select housing inside or outside areas of minority concentration; and



Where there is a determination of unlawful segregation or other housing
discrimination by a court or a finding of noncompliance by HUD regarding
assisted housing in a recipient’s jurisdiction, an analysis of the actions
which could be taken by the recipient to remedy the discriminatory
condition, including actions involving the expenditure of funds made
available under 24 CFR Part 570.
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HUD-FHEO suggests that communities conducting a fair housing analysis
consider the policies surrounding “visitability,” the Section 504 Rehabilitation Act,
the Americans with Disabilities Act, and the Fair Housing Act. Housing that is
“visitable” has the most basic level of accessibility that enables persons with
disabilities to visit the home of a friend, family member, or neighbor.






“Visitable” housing has at least one accessible means of ingress/egress,
and all interior and bathroom doorways have as a minimum a 32-inch clear
opening.
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act (24 CFR Part 8), known simply as
“Section 504,” prohibits discrimination against persons with disabilities in
any program receiving Federal financial assistance.
The Americans with Disabilities Act (42 U.S.C. 12131; 47 U.S.C. 155, 201,
218, and 225) (ADA) prohibits discrimination against persons with
disabilities in all programs and activities sponsored by state and local
governments.
The Fair Housing Act requires property owners to make reasonable
modifications to units and/or public areas in order to allow a disabled tenant
to make full use of the unit. Additionally, property owners are required to
make reasonable accommodations to rules or procedures to afford a
disabled tenant full use of the unit.

In regard to local zoning ordinances, the Fair Housing Act prohibits local
government from making zoning or land use decisions, or implementing land use
policies that exclude or discriminate against persons of a protected class.
The City of Pittsburgh previously prepared an Analysis of Impediments to Fair
Housing Choice in 2007 and completed an Update to the Analysis of
Impediments to Fair Housing Choice in 2012 that outlined progress that had
been made and identified any new impediments to fair housing choice.
Furthermore, this Analysis of Impediments will bring the City into sequence with
the FY 2015-2019 Five Year Consolidated Plan. The document is designed to
act as a planning tool, providing the City of Pittsburgh with the necessary
framework to strategically reduce any identified impediments to fair housing
choice over the next five (5) years, and continue to make modifications based on
events and activities in the community during that time period.
In order to affirmatively further fair housing in the City of Pittsburgh, the City must
look beyond its boundaries and coordinate fair housing with Allegheny County
and the surrounding region. Fair housing choice is the goal of the AI and the
opportunity should be made available to low-income residents and the members
of the protected classes who may want to live anywhere in Allegheny County and
the southwestern region of Pennsylvania.
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II.

Background Data
The demographic, housing, economic, and social characteristics of the City of
Pittsburgh were evaluated as a basis for determining and identifying any existing
impediments to fair housing choice.
Pittsburgh is the second largest city in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and is
the county seat of Allegheny County. The City of Pittsburgh had a rich history in
the steel industry and saw a loss in its population and employment when the
steel industry declined. The City of Pittsburgh has “reinvented” itself and has
become an educational, research, robotics, and health care center for the region.
Pittsburgh has also found itself highly ranked in recent years as being a livable
community, voted by Forbes Magazine and The Economist as the “most livable
city” in the continental United States in 2010 and 2014, respectively.
In addition to the 2010 U.S. Census,
the 2007-2011 American Community
Survey Five-Year Estimates offer
recent
estimates
of
general
demographics of the City of
Pittsburgh, and are used in instances
where the 2010 Census Data is
unavailable
or
more
recent
information is needed. This Census data, along with other databases such as
the CHAS Data, have been used to evaluate the City of Pittsburgh’s
demographic and socio-economic characteristics, as well as other conditions
affecting fair housing choice.
Part VII, Appendix A of this report contains extensive demographic data that is
summarized and/or illustrated in the following sections.

A.

Population, Race, Ethnicity, and Religion
Population
This City of Pittsburgh has experienced a declining population since the
1950’s. Some of the population loss can be attributed to the decline of the
steel industry and the loss of corporate headquarters. Between 1950 and
2010, the City’s population decreased from 676,806 to 305,704 people, or
a population loss of approximately 54.8% in a 60-year time period. The
City experienced a continuing population loss of 8.6% from 2000 to 2010.
However, the City had begun to lose population at a slower rate and
according to ACS Five-Year estimates, the City gained 1,828 people
(0.6% increase) between 2010 and 2011. Between 2000 and 2010, the
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population of Allegheny County decreased 4.6% from 1,281,666 people in
2000 to 1,223,348 people in 2010. However, the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania experienced a slight population growth of 3.4% with the
influx of 421,325 people between 2000 (population of 12,281,054) and
2010 (population of 12,702,379).
Chart II-1 Population Change for the City of Pittsburgh
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Source: U.S. Census Data (1950 – 2010) & 2007-2011 ACS Data

Race
The following table highlights the racial composition of the City of
Pittsburgh as shown in the 2000 and 2010 U.S. Census counts.
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Table II-1 - Race and Hispanic or Latino
Population in the City of Pittsburgh
Race and
Hispanic or
Latino

2000 U.S. Census

2010 U.S. Census

Population
Count

Percentage

Population
Count

Percentage

Total

334,563

--

305,704

--

One race

329,160

98.4%

298,016

97.5%

White alone

226,258

67.6%

201,766

66.0%

Black or African
American alone

90,750

27.1%

79,710

26.1%

628

0.2%

584

0.2%

9,195

2.7%

13,465

4.4%

111

0.0%

86

0.0%

2,218

0.7%

2,405

0.8%

5,403

1.6%

7,688

2.5%

4,425

1.3%

6,964

2.3%

American Indian
and Alaska Native
alone
Asian alone
Native Hawaiian
and Other Pacific
Islander alone
Some other race
alone
Two or more
races
Hispanic or Latino

Source: 2000 U.S. Census & 2010 U.S. Census

The City of Pittsburgh’s loss of 28,859 people between 2000 and 2010
was not as severe as previous Census counts. During this time period, the
City experienced a decrease in the number and percentage of people
identifying themselves as one race, White alone, Black or African
American alone, and Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander alone.
Most other minority groups saw an increase in number of residents, as
well as an increase in the overall percentage of the City’s population. In
particular, Asian alone, some other race, two or more races, and the
Hispanic or Latino population experienced the largest increases. During
this same time period, Allegheny County and the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania experienced a decrease in the White population and an
increase in the minority populations.
Another way to consider racial distribution in a community is to look at the
dissimilarity indices for an area. Dissimilarity indices measure the
separation or integration of races across all parts of the city, county, or
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state. The dissimilarity index is based on the data from the 2010 U.S.
Census and was calculated as part of Brown University’s American
Communities Project (http://www.s4.brown.edu/us2010/). The dissimilarity
index measures whether one particular group is distributed across census
tracts in the metropolitan area in the same way as another group. A high
value indicates that the two groups tend to live in different tracts. It
compares the integration of racial groups with the White population of the
City, or MSA, on a scale from 0 to 100, with 0 being completely integrated
and 100 being completely separate. A value of 60 (or above) is considered
very high. It means that 60% (or more) of the members of one group
would need to move to a different tract in order for the two groups to be
equally distributed. Values of 40 or 50 are usually considered a moderate
level of segregation, and values of 30 or below are considered to be fairly
low. The chart below highlights the dissimilarity indices for various racial
and ethnic groups, as compared to the White population in the City of
Pittsburgh.
The Black/African American population is the largest minority group in the
City, making up approximately 26.1% of the population and with a
dissimilarity index of 56.6. The Asian population has a dissimilarity index
of 45.5 and the Hispanic Population has a dissimilarity index of 23.3. All
other minority groups have relatively small populations, which introduces
some error into the calculation of the dissimilarity indices.
More
specifically, for populations under 1,000 people, the dissimilarity index
may be high even if the population is evenly distributed across the City,
MSA, or State.
The dissimilarity numbers are lower across the board from the 2000
Census, and are indicative of a City that is more integrated. However,
when looking at the exposure index, the numbers reflect that
neighborhoods are not as integrated as the index of dissimilarity indicates.
Exposure indices refer to the racial/ethnic composition of the tract where
the average member of a given group lives. For example, the average
Hispanic in some metropolitan areas might live in a tract that is 40%
Hispanic, 40% non-Hispanic white, 15% black, and 5% Asian. (Note that
these various indices must add up to 100%.) These are presented in two
categories: exposure of the group to itself (which is called the Index of
Isolation) and exposure of the group to other groups.
The isolation index is the percentage of same-group population in the
census tract where the average member of a racial/ethnic group lives. It
has a lower boundary of zero (for a very small group that is quite
dispersed) to 100 (meaning that group members are entirely isolated from
other groups). It should be kept in mind that this index is affected by the
size of the group -- it is almost inevitably smaller for smaller groups, and it
is likely to rise over time if the group becomes larger. The isolation index
Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice
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of White to White in the City of Pittsburgh is 75.1, Black to Black is 55.8,
Hispanic to Hispanic is 2.9, and Asian to Asian is 14.1.
Indices of exposure to other groups also range from 0 to 100, where a
larger value means that the average group member lives in a tract with a
higher percentage of persons from the other group. These indices depend
on two conditions: the overall size of the other group and each group's
settlement pattern. The exposure to other groups index for Black to White
in Pittsburgh is 39.5, and for White to Black, 16.6. The index for Hispanic
to White is 67.1, and Asian to White is 69.9.
Table II-2 – Dissimilarity and Exposure Indices – City of Pittsburgh
Dissimilarity
Index
With Whites

Isolation
Index

Exposure to
Other Groups*

White

--

75.1

16.6**

Black

56.6

55.8

39.5

Asian

45.5

14.1

69.9

Hispanic

23.3

2.9

67.1

* Exposure of minorities to Whites
**Exposure of Whites to Blacks

Source: American Communities Project & 2010 Census

Chart II-2 – Dissimilarity Index in the City of Pittsburgh

Source: American Communities Project & U.S. Census
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Chart II-3 – Isolation Index in the City of Pittsburgh

Source: American Communities Project & U.S. Census

Chart II-4 – Exposure Index in the City of Pittsburgh

Source: American Communities Project & U.S. Census
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The following maps highlight the racial composition by census tracts
across the City according to the 2005-2009 American Community Survey.
The darkest shaded block groups indicate the highest concentration of
each population group, and the lightest shaded block groups indicate the
lowest concentration of each population group. The areas of high
concentrations are highlighted in the maps with black circles. The White
population is primarily concentrated in the southern and southeastern
parts of the City, as well as some areas in the northern part of the City, in
neighborhoods such as Duquesne Heights and Mount Washington
(labeled A), Southside (B), Brookline, Carrick, and Overbrook (C), Central
Lawrenceville and Highland Park (D), Squirrel Hill (E), and New
Homestead and Lincoln Place (F).
The majority of the minority population is located in the central, northern,
and northeastern portions of the City, more specifically the neighborhoods
of Knoxville, Allentown, Bon Air, and Beltzhoover (labeled C), MarshallShadeland and Perry South (A), Downtown, Crawford-Roberts, and Lower
and Middle Hill (B), Garfield and East Liberty (D), and Larimer,
Homewood, and East Hills (E).
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D

E
A

B
F

C

A – Duquesne Heights, Mount Washington
B – Southside
C – Brookline, Carrick, Overbrook
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D
A

E

B

C

A – Marshall-Shadeland, Perry South
B – Downtown, Crawford-Roberts, Lower and
Middle Hill
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Ethnicity
The following table highlights the ethnicities of Pittsburgh residents at the
time of the 2000 U.S. Census and the 2007-2011 American Community
Survey.
Table II-3 – Ethnicity and Ancestry in the City of Pittsburgh
2000 U.S. Census

ANCESTRY
Total population
American
Arab
Czech
Danish
Dutch
English
French (except Basque)
French Canadian
German
Greek
Hungarian
Irish
Italian
Lithuanian
Norwegian
Polish
Portuguese
Russian
Scotch-Irish
Scottish
Slovak
Sub-Saharan African
Swedish
Swiss
Ukrainian
Welsh
West Indian (excluding
Hispanic origin groups)
Other ancestries

2007-2011 American
Community Survey

Number

Percent

Number

Percent

334,563

--

307,532

--

7,398

2.2%

8,902

2.9%

2,374

0.7%

2,799

0.9%

2,076

0.6%

1,629

0.5%

208

0.1%

262

0.1%

1,510

0.5%

2,208

0.7%

15,352

4.6%

16,042

5.2%

4,785

1.4%

4,433

1.4%

627

0.2%

420

0.1%

65,976

19.7%

63,281

20.6%

1,833

0.5%

1,864

0.6%

3,961

1.2%

4,064

1.3%

52,924

15.8%

50,454

16.4%

39,632

11.8%

41,964

13.6%

2,413

0.7%

2,185

0.7%

755

0.2%

689

0.2%

28,178

8.4%

23,988

7.8%

162

0.0%

306

0.1%

6,697

2.0%

6,610

2.1%

4,363

1.3%

5,172

1.7%

4,189

1.3%

4,645

1.5%

6,566

2.0%

5,605

1.8%

4,338

1.3%

4,870

1.6%

1,944

0.6%

2,116

0.7%

595

0.2%

743

0.2%

3,067
2,816

0.9%
0.8%

2,892
2,689

0.9%
0.9%

709

0.2%

1,246

0.4%

31.6%
--Source: 2000 U.S. Census & 2007-2011 American Community Survey
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The most common ethnicities in the City of Pittsburgh include German,
Irish, Polish, and Italian. Between 2000 and 2011, the City of Pittsburgh
noted fluctuating ethnicity breakdowns, but none were extreme. The Irish
experienced a slight decrease in population, but an increase in
percentage. The Italians experienced the greatest increase in population
and percentage. The 2007-2011 American Community Survey did not
include “Other Ancestries” as an option, so this may account for an
increase in some of the other categories in the event that survey
participants selected an ancestry that most closely described their actual
ancestry.
According to an interview with the Allegheny County Department of
Human Services' Immigrants and Internationals Initiative in an article that
ran in the Tribune-Review on July 26, 2014, Pittsburgh and surrounding
communities have reached a “tipping point,” and need to plan for a rapidly
rising and diverse foreign population. Social welfare agencies, public
service nonprofits, and religious groups should expand literacy training,
career counseling, and health care programs for foreign families. About
58,000 people born overseas reside lawfully in the county, representing
less than 5 percent of the population. Nearly half of the immigrants arrived
in the region since 2000. A large portion of these immigrants are war
refugees and religious dissidents from 27 nations seeking sanctuary.
More than half of the newcomers since 2005 are refugees from Bhutan.
They have re-settled in the South Hills communities of Pittsburgh,
including Carrick, Mount Oliver, Brentwood, and Whitehall. Many of these
families are in “secondary migration”, meaning they originally immigrated
to a different U.S. City and moved to Pittsburgh to reunite with family. One
group that works extensively with the Bhutanese population is Catholic
Charities. They indicate that the biggest challenge they face is finding
affordable, safe housing near transportation lines. Jewish Family and
Children’s services of Pittsburgh also works with the Bhutanese
population. Through the aid of these groups, the Bhutanese Community
Association of Pittsburgh (BCAP) was formed. The BCAP offers English
as a second language (ESL) classes by bilingual volunteers in addition to
the classes provided by the Greater Pittsburgh Literacy Council(GPLC),
civic education assistance, driver’s education, family financial assistance,
cultural programming, and community engagement opportunities. The
BCAP began a strategic planning process in January of 2012, where
community-elected representatives have successfully focused the vision
and mission of the organization and have been registered as a formal
community organization in the state of Pennsylvania.
The migration of Bhutanese to the Pittsburgh region is projected to boost
their numbers above 10,000 people, which is larger in population than
municipalities such as Swissvale or Dormont, according to the TribuneAnalysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice
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Review Newspaper. This projected trend reveals a need for a more
focused service effort in the City neighborhoods where the Bhutanese are
residing. Currently, approximately 200 students take Brashear's English as
a Second Language classes. Demand for these types of services for
immigrants will likely increase.
Age
The following chart illustrates age distribution in the City at the time of the
2010 U.S. Census. The Census shows that currently, children under five
years of age represent 4.9% of the population; 21.4% of the City’s
population is under 20 years of age; and 13.8% of the population is 65
years of age or older.
Chart II-5 – Age of Population in Pittsburgh
85 years and over

2.5%

80 to 84 years

2.4%

75 to 79 years

2.5%

70 to 74 years

2.9%

65 to 69 years
60 to 64 years

3.6%
5.0%

55 to 59 years

6.2%

50 to 54 years

6.6%

45 to 49 years

5.8%

40 to 44 years

5.1%

35 to 39 years

5.3%

30 to 34 years

6.9%

25 to 29 years

10.0%

20 to 24 years

13.8%

15 to 19 years

8.0%

10 to 14 years

4.2%

5 to 9 years

4.3%

Under 5 years

4.9%
Source: 2010 U.S. Census
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The median age in the City of Pittsburgh at the time of the 2000 U.S.
Census was 35.5 years. The median age in the City decreased to 35.0
years at the time of the 2010 U.S. Census. During this same time period,
the median age in Allegheny County increased from 39.6 to 43.3 years,
and the median age for the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania increased
from 38.0 to 41.5 years. The median age in the City is decreasing and
getting younger while the County’s population is getting older.
The following map illustrates the percentage of the population in the City
of Pittsburgh that is over the age of 65. The elderly seem to be fairly well
dispersed throughout the City, although the highest concentration of
persons age 65 and over is in the northeastern census tracts of the City;
areas with particularly high concentrations are illustrated by black circles
on the following page and seem to make up the neighborhoods of
Banksville, Westwood, and Duquesne Heights (labeled A), the Hill District
(B), Bloomfield, Garfield, and Stanton Heights (C), Lincoln-LemingtonBelmar (D), Point Breeze and Homewood South(E), and Hazelwood and
Squirrel Hill South (F).
The overall City population cohort of age ‘65 and above’ makes up 13.8%
of the population. However, the six (6) identified areas shown on the
following map have elderly populations above the City’s average
percentage.
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C

D

B

E

F

A

A – Duquesne Heights, Banksville, Westwood
B – Hill District
C – Bloomfield, Garfield, Stanton Heights
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Religion
The U.S. Census does not collect data on the religious affiliations of the
population in the United States. In an effort to better understand the
religious affiliations of the residents of Pittsburgh, the City used the data
made available by The Association of Religion Data Archives (ARDA).
ARDA surveys the congregation members, their children, and other
people who regularly attend church services within counties across the
country. Although this data appears to be the most comprehensive data
that is available, it is unfortunately not entirely complete as it does not
accurately include traditional African American denominations. The total
number of regular attendees was adjusted in 2010 (the most recent year
for which data is available) to represent the population including historic
African American denominations. However, the total value cannot be
disaggregated to determine the distribution across denominational groups.
The table below shows the distribution of residents of Allegheny County
across various denominational groups, as a percentage of the population
which reported affiliation with a church.
Table II-4 - Religious Affiliation in Allegheny County
1980

1990

2000

2010

Evangelical Protestant

4.1%

7.6%

5.8%

10.5%

Black Protestant

1.0%

0.9%

0.0%

1.9%

Mainline Protestant
Catholic
Orthodox
Other

23.4%

19.8%

18.8%

18.8%

70.3%

68.7%

68.7%

62.2%

0.0%

0.1%

1.6%

1.3%

1.3%

3.0%

5.0%

5.2%

Source: The Association of Religion Data

Between 1980 and 2010, Allegheny County saw a slight overall decrease
in the number of people identifying with religious traditions. Of those that
considered themselves religious, there was an increase in Evangelical
Protestants and Other Religions, and a decrease in Mainline Protestant
and Catholics.

B.

Households
Household Tenure
According to the U.S. Census for 2000, there were 163,366 housing units
in the City of Pittsburgh. Of these housing units, 88.0% were occupied
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and 12.0% were vacant. Of the occupied housing units, 52.1% were
owner-occupied and 47.9% were renter-occupied. According to the 2010
U.S. Census, the total number of housing units decreased to 156,165,
87.2% of which were occupied and 12.8% of which were vacant. Of the
occupied housing units in 2010, 47.6% were owner-occupied and 52.4%
were renter-occupied. This was a major change in the Census Data since
by 2010, the number of rental units was greater than the number of owneroccupied housing units.
In 2000, the average size of the owner-occupied households was 2.37
persons and the average renter household was 1.95 persons. In 2010, the
average size of owner-occupied households decreased to 2.23 persons
and the average size of renter-occupied households also decreased to
1.92 persons. The following chart illustrates the breakdown by household
size for owner and renter households according to the 2010 U.S. Census.
Chart II-6 – Household Tenure by Size in Pittsburgh
49.9%

36.3%
33.0%

Owner

Renter

27.6%

15.1%

11.9%
9.7%
6.3%
3.9% 2.7%

1.3%

1.1%

0.8% 0.7%

Source: 2010 U.S. Census Data

One-person renter-occupied households are the most common household
types, followed by two-person owner-occupied households. Households
with 2 to 6 people tend to be owner-occupied rather than renter-occupied.
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The following maps highlight the distribution of owner-occupied and
renter-occupied housing units across the City. Owner-Occupied units are
scattered across the City, with the highest concentrations being located
closest to the outer edges, particularly in the neighborhoods of Brighton
Heights and Perry North (labeled A), Central Lawrenceville, Stanton
Heights, and Highland Park (B), Brookline and Overbrook (C), Squirrel Hill
(D), and New Homestead and Lincoln Place (E). The next map shows that
the highest concentration of rental units is closest to the center of the City,
in the neighborhoods of the Southside, South Shore, Strip District, Hill
District, Terrace Village, Oakland, Bloomfield, Shadyside, East Liberty,
and Lower Lawrenceville.
The next two (2) maps illustrate the density of all housing units throughout
the City. The most-dense areas of the City include Oakland, Shadyside,
and East Liberty (A), South Oakland (B) areas of Squirrel Hill (C), the
Southside (D), and the North Shore (E).
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A
B

D

E
C

A – Brighton Heights, Perry North
B – Central Lawrenceville, Stanton Heights,
Highland Park
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A

A – Southside, South Shore, Strip District, Hill District, Terrace Village,
Oakland, Bloomfield, Shadyside, East Liberty, Lower Lawrenceville
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A

C

B

D

A – Oakland, Shadyside, East Liberty
B – South Oakland
C – Central and Southern Squirrel Hill
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F
B
C
A

G

E

D

A – Elliot, Sheraden, Crafton Heights
B – Marshall-Shadeland, Perry South
C – Downtown, Hill District, Crawford-Roberts,
Bluff
D – Knoxville, Beltzhoover, Bon Air, Carrick

E – Hayes, Hazelwood, Glen Hazel
F – Garfield, East Liberty, Larimer
G – Homewood, East Hills

Source: Housing Authority of the City of Pittsburgh
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The highest density of Section 8 units is not in the areas with the highest
density of rental housing. However, this could be skewed because of the
universities and medical centers located in these areas. Illustrated in the
third map are the neighborhoods with the highest density of Section 8
housing units, which are the neighborhoods of Elliot, Sheraden, and
Crafton Heights (labeled A), Marshall-Shadeland and Perry South (B),
Downtown, Hill District, Crawford-Roberts, and Bluff (C), Knoxville,
Beltzhoover, Bon Air, and Carrick (D), Hayes, Hazelwood, and Glen Hazel
(E), Garfield, East Liberty, and Larimer (F), and Homewood and East Hills
(G).
Section 8 Housing Choice Vouchers appear to be located in the areas with
the highest percentage of rental units. Also, these areas have rental
values that are comparable to the HUD Fair Market Rents. Section 8
Voucher usage, public housing developments, and Low Income Housing
Tax Credit (LIHTC) developments are distributed throughout the City.
The table below compares homeowners and renters by race and ethnicity.
This table shows that “White” households represent the largest
percentage of homeownership (79.6%) with Black or African-American
households comprising only 16.4% of the total homeowners in 2010.
Table II-5 - Household Tenure by Race and
Ethnicity in the City of Pittsburgh
2000 U.S.
Census
Owner
Renter
(52.1%) (47.9%)

2010 U.S.
Census
Owner
Renter
(47.6%) (52.4%)

Total Households

74,927

68,812

64,807

71,410

Householder who is White alone

60,797

41,268

52,122

42,215

12,699

22,588

10,733

22,396

79

169

71

190

Householder who is Asian alone

647

3,189

1,085

4,531

Householder who is Native Hawaiian
and Other Pacific Islander alone

10

18

9

30

Householder who is some other race
alone

128

369

145

490

Householder who is two or more races

567

1,211

642

1,558

Householder who is Hispanic or Latino

380

1,131

712

1,718

Cohort

Householder who is Black or African
American alone
Householder who is American Indian
and Alaska Native alone

Source: 2000 U.S. Census and 2010 U.S. Census
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The results of the 2010 U.S. Census indicate a decline in the rate of
homeownership in the City from 52.1% in 2000 (74,927 households) to
47.6% in 2010 (64,807 households). Of all homeowners in the City in
2010, 79.6% are White, which is a one percent decrease from 80.7% in
2000. African American homeownership decreased one-half percent from
16.9% to 16.4% in the City, and African American renters decreased from
32.3% (22,588 households) to 30.6% (22,396 households) of renter
households. The percentage of households in the City that are Hispanic
or Latino increased overall since 2000. The portion of Hispanic or Latino
households increased from 1.0% (1,511 households) in 2000 to 1.8%
(2,430 households) in 2010. Many minority groups experienced an
increase in homeownership between 2000 and 2010, particularly Asian
households.
Families
In 2000, families comprised 51.6% of households in the City; 21.9% of
which included children less than 18 years of age. The 2010 Census
reports that the percentage of families in the City decreased to 45.3% of
all households in the City; of which 17.8% have children under the age of
eighteen. Approximately sixteen percent (16.5%) of families were femaleheaded households at the time of the 2000 U.S. Census, while 14.9% of
family households are currently female-headed.
The chart below
illustrates the breakdown of households by type in the City of Pittsburgh at
the time of the 2010 U.S. Census.
Chart II-7 – Households in Pittsburgh

[CATEGORY
NAME]
[VALUE]

[CATEGORY
NAME]
[VALUE]

[CATEGORY
NAME]
[VALUE]

[CATEGORY
NAME]
[VALUE]

Source: 2010 U.S. Census
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In 2000, 51.6% of all households in the City were family households, and
48.4% of all households in the City were non-family households. The 2010
U.S. Census reports that 45.4% of all households in Pittsburgh were
family households, with 54.6% as non-family households. A non-family
household is a householder living alone or with non-relatives only.

C.

Income and Poverty
The median household income for the City of Pittsburgh was $28,588,
compared to $38,329 for Allegheny County, and $40,106 for the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania at the time of the 2000 U.S. Census. The
2007-2011 American Community Survey estimates that the median
household income increased to $37,161 in the City of Pittsburgh, $49,805
in Allegheny County, and $51,651 in the Commonwealth. The table below
compares the distribution of household income according to the 2000 U.S.
Census and the 2007-2011 American Community Survey. There was an
increase in the number and percentage of all income groups from $50,000
per year and above. Furthermore, between 2000 and 2011, the Median
Household Income is estimated to have increased by $8,573, or 30%.
Table II-6 - Household Income in the City of Pittsburgh
2000 U.S. Census

2007-2011 American
Community Survey

Number of
Households

Percentage

Number of
Households

Percentage

Total Households

143,752

--

134,001

--

Less than $10,000

25,927

18.0%

18,571

13.9%

$10,000 to $14,999

13,668

9.5%

11,057

8.3%

$15,000 to $24,999

24,606

17.1%

18,955

14.1%

$25,000 to $34,999

19,228

13.4%

15,406

11.5%

$35,000 to $49,999

21,441

14.9%

18,712

14.0%

$50,000 to $74,999

20,482

14.2%

21,220

15.8%

$75,000 to $99,999

8,366

5.8%

12,071

9.0%

$100,000 to $149,999

5,843

4.1%

10,268

7.7%

$150,000 to $199,999

1,797

1.3%

3,364

2.5%

$200,000 or more

2,394

1.7%

4,377

3.3%

Items

Median Household
Income

$28,588

$37,161

Source: 2000 U.S. Census & 2007-2011 American Community Survey
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The previous table illustrates an increase in household income throughout
the City. More accurately, it depicts an increase in higher-income
households and a decrease in lower-income households. In fact, the
percentage of Pittsburgh households making up to $49,999 per year
decreased between 2000 and 2011,
Income
2000
2011
while the percentage of households
making $50,000 or more increased.
Less than $10,000
13.9%
18.0%
This is indicative of a wealthier City,
8.3%
9.5%
or at least one that is replacing $10,000 to $14,999
14.1%
lower-income
households
with $15,000 to $24,999
17.1%
higher-income ones. This trend is $25,000 to $34,999
11.5%
13.4%
illustrated in the table to the right, as $35,000 to $49,999
14.0%
14.9%
well as the following chart; this chart $50,000 to $74,999
15.8%
14.2%
shows trend lines illustrating that the
9.0%
5.8%
City is becoming more wealthy, $75,000 to $99,999
7.7%
4.1%
which can be explained by an $100,000 to $149,999
2.5%
increase
in
higher-income $150,000 to $199,999
1.3%
households and/or a decrease in $200,000 or more
3.3%
1.7%
lower-income households.
Chart II-8 – Household Income Trends in Pittsburgh
20.00%
18.00%
16.00%
14.00%
12.00%
10.00%
8.00%
6.00%
4.00%
2.00%
0.00%
Less than
$10,000

$10,000 to
$14,999

$15,000 to
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A comparison of household income data based on race from the 2000
U.S. Census and the 2007-2011 Five-Year ACS Estimates illustrate
distinct patterns regarding racial makeup and economic stature of
Pittsburgh households. While the City’s total number of households
decreased by 6.8% between 2000 and 2011, from 143,752 households in
2000 to 134,001 in 2011, several racial groups have been
disproportionately affected. While the number of White households has
decreased by 9,936 (9.7%) and Black/African American households have
decreased by 2,225 (6.5%), the number of Asian and Hispanic households
has increased by 2,255 (53.8% increase) and 1,117 (70.4% increase)
households respectively.
The following charts illustrate the changes in household income by race
between 2000 and 2011, with percentages pertaining to one specific
income class in its respective racial group. Note that all charts illustrate a
greater percentage of households earning higher incomes in 2011 than in
2000. While inflation will naturally create a positive slope, the distinct
changes in income patterns reflect migrations of lower-income households
of all racial groups.
Chart II-9 - Household Income in the City of Pittsburgh
$200,000 or more
$150,000 to $199,999
$100,000 to $149,999
$75,000 to $99,999
$50,000 to $74,999
$35,000 to $49,999
$25,000 to $34,999
$15,000 to $24,999
$10,000 to $14,999
Less than $10,000
0.00%

5.00%
2000 U.S. Census

10.00%

15.00%

20.00%

2007-2011 ACS

Additionally, this data shows what economic status these population shifts
consist of. Overall, White households in the City either increased their
household income or experienced an exodus of lower-income households.
The number of White households earning up to $50,000 decreased by
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19,357 households, or a 27.6% decrease. However, the number of
households making more than $50,000 increased 29.5%, or 9,431
households. This data suggests that lower-income households are moving
out of the City, perhaps to find more affordable housing; while some
households may have seen an increase in their annual Household
income, this decrease of this particular socioeconomic class is more likely
due to households moving out of the City.
Chart II-10 - White Household Income
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The Black/African American population experienced a similar decrease in
population, losing 2,255 households or 6.5% between 2000 and 2011.
However, the patterns were not as clear-cut in comparison to White
households; the number of Black/African American households in the City
earning up to $50,000 decreased by 3,356 households or 11.5%. Similar
to the trends of White households, the number of Black/African American
households making more than $50,000 increased by 1,101 households or
19.5%.
The exodus of both White and Black/African American households making
less than $10,000 is particularly drastic. White there were 14,090 White
households earning less than $10,000 annually in 2000, just 8,923 White
households earned this income in 2011, a decrease of 5,167 households
or 36.7%. The number of Black/African American households earning less
than $10,000 decreased sharply as well, dropping from 9,949 households
in 2000 to 7,849 in 2011, a decrease of 2,070 households or 20.8%. While
some households increased their income to above $10,000 since 2000,
the fact that many households making less than $50,000 typically
decreased as well indicates it is more likely that many lower-income
households left the City. However, the income group making up to
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$10,000 can be particularly volatile as residents of these households may
be able to secure a part- or full-time job, which would remove them from
this income group.
Chart II-11 – Black/African American Household Income
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As the number of both Asian and Hispanic households increased
substantially between 2000 and 2001, all individual income groups
increased. It is thus helpful to look at the percentage of each racial group
that is in each category. According to the 2000 U.S. Census, Asian
households earning less than $10,000 comprised 29.3% of all Asian
households. However, this income group made up just 19.5% of Asian
households in 2011; while this could be indicative of lower-income Asians
leaving, the substantial increase in the number of Asian households during
this time period suggests Asian households either increased their income
or higher-income Asians moved into the City. In fact, while 58.6% of all
Asian households earned less than $25,000 in 2000, this percentage
decreased to just 37.5% of all Asian households in 2011, meaning almost
two-thirds of Asian households made more than $25,000 in 2011.
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Chart II-12 – Asian Household Income
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Between 2000 and 2011, the number of Hispanic households increased
by 1,117 households, or 70.4%, leading to all income groups increasing.
However, similar to the Asian population, the number of Hispanic
households earning less than $25,000 per year decreased. While these
lower-income households made up 53.7% of Hispanic households in
2000, this group made up just 38.7% in 2011.
Chart II-13 – Hispanic Household Income
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Overall, the percentage of households earning up to $24,999 per year
decreased for each racial group, indicating the City of Pittsburgh is
becoming a wealthier City. As the median household income of Pittsburgh
increased 30.0% from $28,585 in 2000 to $37,161 in 2011, a rise in
income can provide somewhat of an explanation, although it is more likely
and plausible the City experienced an exodus of lower-income households
and an increase in higher-income households. In addition to this decrease
of lower-income households, households earning more than $100,000
annually have increased substantially. While there were 10,053
households earning more than $100,000 in 2000, there were 18,020
households earning such in 2011, a substantial increase of 79.2%, again
indicating an increase in either higher-paying jobs or an increase of
higher-income households entering the City.
In total, the City of Pittsburgh has experienced a significant shift in its
population since 2000. While 63,728 households earned less than
$25,000 annually in 2000, just 48,634 households earned such in 2011, a
decrease of 15,068 households (a 23.8% decrease). While a portion can
be attributed to inflation and the obtainment of higher paying jobs, it is
most likely that large numbers of lower-income households have moved
out of the City of Pittsburgh, with a number of higher-income households
moving in.
The table below identifies the Section 8 Income Limits in the Pittsburgh,
PA MSA based on household size for FY 2015. The Median Income for a
family of four (4) in the Pittsburgh MSA is $69,700 for 2015.
Table II-7 - Pittsburgh, PA MSA Section 8 Income Limits for FY 2015
Income
Category

1
Person

2
Person

3
Person

4
Person

5
Person

6
Person

7
Person

8
Person

Extremely
Low
(30%)
Income
Limits

$14,600

$16,700

$20,090

$24,250

$28,410

$32,570

$36,730

$40,890

Very Low
(50%)
Income
Limits

$24,350

$27,800

$31,300

$34,750

$37,550

$40,350

$43,100

$45,900

Low
(80%)
Income
Limits

$38,950

$44,500

$50,050

$55,600

$60,050

$64,500

$68,950

$73,400
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The following table highlights the current low- and moderate-income
population in the City of Pittsburgh. The block groups that have a
population of more than 51% low- and moderate-income are highlighted in
the following table. The City of Pittsburgh has an overall low- and
moderate-income population of 52.7%. For comparison, Allegheny County
has a low- and moderate-income population of 31.6% (excluding the City’s
population).
Table II-8 - Low- and Moderate-Income
Population for the City of Pittsburgh
CDBGNAME

TRACT

BLKGRP

LOWMOD

LOWMODUNIV

LOWMODPCT

City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh

010300
010300
010300
020100
020100
020100
020100
020100
020300
030500
030500
040200
040200
040400
040400
040500
040500
040600
040900
040900
040900
050100
050100
050100
050600
050600
050600
050900
051000
051000
051100
060300
060300
060500
060500

2
3
4
1
2
3
4
6
1
1
2
1
2
1
2
1
2
1
1
2
3
1
2
3
1
2
3
1
1
2
1
1
2
1
2

150
145
85
65
420
45
445
100
160
1,320
650
610
625
555
725
875
1,250
1,980
435
715
545
500
65
625
240
545
395
775
775
225
935
1,025
870
325
230

160
190
140
105
925
45
855
260
505
1,585
720
820
670
670
1,275
930
1,405
2,210
625
1,120
810
680
140
720
635
790
705
990
845
265
985
1,420
1,065
770
560

93.75%
76.32%
60.71%
61.90%
45.41%
100.00%
52.05%
38.46%
31.68%
83.28%
90.28%
74.39%
93.28%
82.84%
56.86%
94.09%
88.97%
89.59%
69.60%
63.84%
67.28%
73.53%
46.43%
86.81%
37.80%
68.99%
56.03%
78.28%
91.72%
84.91%
94.92%
72.18%
81.69%
42.21%
41.07%
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City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh

070300
070300
070300
070500
070500
070500
070600
070600
070800
070800
070900
070900
070900
070900
080200
080200
080400
080400
080600
080600
080700
080700
080900
080900
090100
090100
090200
090200
090200
090300
090300
100500
100500
101100
101100
101100
101400
101400
101400
101400
101600
101700
101700
101800
101800
110200
110200
110200

1
2
3
1
2
3
1
2
1
2
1
2
3
4
1
2
1
2
1
2
1
2
1
2
1
2
1
2
3
1
2
1
2
1
2
3
1
2
3
4
1
1
2
1
2
1
2
3
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270
325
155
550
450
555
325
495
330
550
475
315
250
980
445
595
500
530
575
560
295
590
630
605
855
290
410
390
315
900
250
260
510
640
440
480
560
195
365
250
815
445
555
355
835
290
300
285

705
625
695
1,275
670
1,250
920
1,060
695
1,165
1,385
740
575
1,625
825
895
755
665
1,185
1,070
630
780
1,005
835
1,280
480
1,220
805
575
1,120
625
915
1,145
1,155
655
715
1,225
800
1,000
665
945
760
710
1,115
1,740
695
600
1,395

38.30%
52.00%
22.30%
43.14%
67.16%
44.40%
35.33%
46.70%
47.48%
47.21%
34.30%
42.57%
43.48%
60.31%
53.94%
66.48%
66.23%
79.70%
48.52%
52.34%
46.83%
75.64%
62.69%
72.46%
66.80%
60.42%
33.61%
48.45%
54.78%
80.36%
40.00%
28.42%
44.54%
55.41%
67.18%
67.13%
45.71%
24.38%
36.50%
37.59%
86.24%
58.55%
78.17%
31.84%
47.99%
41.73%
50.00%
20.43%
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City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh

110200
110600
110600
110600
111300
111300
111300
111300
111400
111400
111500
111500
111500
120300
120300
120400
120400
120700
120700
120800
120800
130100
130100
130100
130200
130200
130300
130300
130300
130400
130400
130400
130600
130600
130600
140100
140100
140100
140200
140200
140300
140300
140300
140300
140400
140400
140400
140500

4
1
2
3
1
2
3
4
1
2
1
2
4
1
2
1
2
1
2
1
2
1
2
3
1
2
1
2
3
1
2
3
1
2
3
1
2
4
1
2
1
2
3
4
1
2
3
1
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480
355
155
325
455
275
485
555
645
605
610
1,170
490
595
475
240
180
380
415
245
390
740
520
250
445
210
215
40
260
165
465
240
585
235
1,275
335
145
10
370
770
195
190
105
215
125
150
90
225

1,030
880
770
995
565
590
845
640
705
865
855
1,860
490
850
925
485
210
540
440
440
425
885
630
400
580
575
240
210
425
205
660
375
720
645
1,625
1,075
1,100
260
735
1,880
800
1,060
860
805
640
730
1,040
515

46.60%
40.34%
20.13%
32.66%
80.53%
46.61%
57.40%
86.72%
91.49%
69.94%
71.35%
62.90%
100.00%
70.00%
51.35%
49.48%
85.71%
70.37%
94.32%
55.68%
91.76%
83.62%
82.54%
62.50%
76.72%
36.52%
89.58%
19.05%
61.18%
80.49%
70.45%
64.00%
81.25%
36.43%
78.46%
31.16%
13.18%
3.85%
50.34%
40.96%
24.38%
17.92%
12.21%
26.71%
19.53%
20.55%
8.65%
43.69%
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City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh

140500
140500
140600
140600
140600
140800
140800
140800
141000
141100
141300
141300
141300
141400
141400
141400
141400
141400
151600
151600
151600
151700
151700
151700
151700
151700
151700
160800
160800
160800
160800
160900
160900
170200
170200
170200
170200
170600
170600
170600
180300
180300
180300
180700
180700
180700
190300
190300

2
3
1
2
3
1
2
3
1
1
1
2
3
1
2
3
4
5
1
2
3
1
2
3
4
5
6
1
2
3
4
1
2
1
2
3
4
1
2
3
1
2
3
1
2
3
1
2
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400
215
405
105
480
640
630
450
125
345
455
635
805
90
140
135
525
415
450
495
80
330
110
245
80
475
395
220
375
345
425
655
955
270
290
675
660
210
710
420
590
295
330
460
320
345
445
325

770
740
1,390
775
975
2,050
1,680
790
945
1,335
1,460
1,320
1,680
1,030
680
860
915
910
1,230
1,050
305
860
410
755
850
895
895
465
595
765
805
1,125
1,850
620
760
1,235
1,150
385
1,130
535
935
440
750
795
730
850
1,240
710

51.95%
29.05%
29.14%
13.55%
49.23%
31.22%
37.50%
56.96%
13.23%
25.84%
31.16%
48.11%
47.92%
8.74%
20.59%
15.70%
57.38%
45.60%
36.59%
47.14%
26.23%
38.37%
26.83%
32.45%
9.41%
53.07%
44.13%
47.31%
63.03%
45.10%
52.80%
58.22%
51.62%
43.55%
38.16%
54.66%
57.39%
54.55%
62.83%
78.50%
63.10%
67.05%
44.00%
57.86%
43.84%
40.59%
35.89%
45.77%
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City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh

191100
191100
191400
191400
191500
191500
191600
191600
191600
191600
191600
191700
191700
191700
191800
191800
191800
191800
191800
191800
191800
191900
191900
191900
192000
192000
192000
192000
192000
202200
202200
202200
202300
202300
202300
202300
210700
210700
220600
220600
240600
240600
241200
241200
250300
250700
250900
250900

1
2
1
2
1
2
1
2
3
4
5
1
2
3
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
1
2
3
1
2
3
4
5
1
2
3
1
2
3
4
1
2
1
2
1
2
1
2
1
1
1
2
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610
450
870
610
385
795
285
325
455
735
535
1,240
305
350
320
95
210
570
305
420
450
245
270
330
325
290
190
775
220
590
275
250
325
210
170
770
660
545
565
155
950
700
275
360
595
515
725
310

1,100
1,330
1,705
1,105
810
1,265
760
545
770
850
1,275
2,480
615
665
665
345
645
1,500
465
995
805
720
1,110
605
545
620
565
1,185
495
1,110
645
690
735
1,085
905
1,265
1,240
900
1,130
315
1,465
1,170
455
645
1,280
845
870
395

55.45%
33.83%
51.03%
55.20%
47.53%
62.85%
37.50%
59.63%
59.09%
86.47%
41.96%
50.00%
49.59%
52.63%
48.12%
27.54%
32.56%
38.00%
65.59%
42.21%
55.90%
34.03%
24.32%
54.55%
59.63%
46.77%
33.63%
65.40%
44.44%
53.15%
42.64%
36.23%
44.22%
19.35%
18.78%
60.87%
53.23%
60.56%
50.00%
49.21%
64.85%
59.83%
60.44%
55.81%
46.48%
60.95%
83.33%
78.48%
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City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh

260200
260200
260200
260700
260700
260900
261200
261400
261400
261400
261400
261500
261500
262000
262000
262000
270100
270100
270300
270300
270400
270800
270800
270800
271500
271500
271500
281400
281400
281500
281500
290100
290100
290100
290200
290200
290200
290200
290200
290400
290400
290400
290400
290400
300100
300100
300100
300100

1
2
3
1
2
1
1
1
2
3
4
1
2
1
2
3
1
2
1
2
1
1
2
3
1
2
3
1
2
1
2
1
2
3
1
2
3
4
5
1
2
3
4
5
1
2
3
4
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135
510
460
460
725
1,345
510
565
395
375
245
470
630
540
615
300
340
775
985
375
720
215
330
425
600
1,270
520
360
955
355
345
225
450
540
480
495
360
420
580
315
790
230
375
405
410
150
520
625

440
1,340
655
855
1,230
1,480
1,155
785
485
445
350
820
1,075
1,010
750
645
1,635
1,285
1,570
830
1,100
660
930
1,300
760
1,660
1,180
640
1,345
625
930
565
740
800
790
705
695
680
1,095
590
1,325
580
1,135
880
690
750
625
705

30.68%
38.06%
70.23%
53.80%
58.94%
90.88%
44.16%
71.97%
81.44%
84.27%
70.00%
57.32%
58.60%
53.47%
82.00%
46.51%
20.80%
60.31%
62.74%
45.18%
65.45%
32.58%
35.48%
32.69%
78.95%
76.51%
44.07%
56.25%
71.00%
56.80%
37.10%
39.82%
60.81%
67.50%
60.76%
70.21%
51.80%
61.76%
52.97%
53.39%
59.62%
39.66%
33.04%
46.02%
59.42%
20.00%
83.20%
88.65%
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City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh

300100
300100
310200
310200
310200
310200
310200
310300
320400
320400
320400
320600
320600
320700
320700
561600
561600
561600
561600
561700
561700
561900
561900
562000
562000
562000
562300
562300
562300
562300
562300
562300
562400
562400
562400
562400
562400
562500
562500
562500
562500
562600
562600
562600
562600
562700
562700
562800

5
6
1
2
3
4
5
1
1
2
3
1
2
1
2
1
2
3
4
1
2
1
2
1
2
3
1
2
3
4
5
6
1
2
3
4
5
1
2
3
4
1
2
3
4
1
2
1
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130
385
385
90
115
390
180
255
345
225
320
355
480
765
70
485
375
465
255
765
340
465
970
655
1,085
250
505
510
425
120
80
265
305
465
125
330
150
160
760
875
735
100
670
270
260
105
895
400

440
660
765
610
810
755
490
1,080
730
865
505
1,235
1,115
1,480
410
485
595
635
300
885
550
1,050
1,350
1,230
1,425
520
850
620
755
340
285
290
830
555
275
960
515
190
815
895
1,215
170
1,250
555
625
325
1,085
575

29.55%
58.33%
50.33%
14.75%
14.20%
51.66%
36.73%
23.61%
47.26%
26.01%
63.37%
28.74%
43.05%
51.69%
17.07%
100.00%
63.03%
73.23%
85.00%
86.44%
61.82%
44.29%
71.85%
53.25%
76.14%
48.08%
59.41%
82.26%
56.29%
35.29%
28.07%
91.38%
36.75%
83.78%
45.45%
34.38%
29.13%
84.21%
93.25%
97.77%
60.49%
58.82%
53.60%
48.65%
41.60%
32.31%
82.49%
69.57%
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City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh

562800
562900
562900
562900
563000
563000
563000
563000
563100
563100
563100
563200
563200
563200
980300
980500
980700
981000
982200

2
1
2
3
1
2
3
4
1
2
3
1
2
3
1
1
1
1
1

Total:

395
445
380
350
360
410
265
125
165
1,125
155
0
795
910
10
25
0
0
200

965
500
520
850
555
790
710
345
855
2,245
440
180
1,025
1,460
10
50
30
20
200

40.93%
89.00%
73.08%
41.18%
64.86%
51.90%
37.32%
36.23%
19.30%
50.11%
35.23%
0.00%
77.56%
62.33%
100.00%
50.00%
0.00%
0.00%
100.00%

150,195

285,175

52.67%

Source: U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development

The following maps illustrate areas with low- and moderate-income
populations in the City of Pittsburgh. The first map shows the low- and
moderate-income population is scattered throughout the City, with a
concentration in the center and in the neighborhoods of Sheraden and
Crafton Heights (labeled A), Perry South, Marshall-Shadeland, and Central
Northside (B), Lawrenceville (C), Hill District, Terrace Village, and Oakland
(D), Southside Slopes, Arlington, Hays, Hazelwood, and Glen Hazel (E),
Bloomfield, Garfield, and East Liberty (F), and Larimer, Homewood, and East
Hills (G).
The next map shows these low- and moderate-income areas, but with a layer
showing a minority population over 32%. Thus, the areas with high
concentrations of low- and moderate-income minorities include the
neighborhoods of Sheraden (labeled A), Perry South and Central Northside
(B), Upper Lawrenceville (C), Hill District and Terrace Village (D), St. Claire
(E), Garfield, Bloomfield, and East Liberty (F), and Larimer, Homewood, and
East Hills (G).
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C
B
A

F
G

D

E

A – Sheraden, Crafton Heights
B – Perry South, Marshall-Shadeland,
Central Northside
C – Lawrenceville
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D – Hill District, Terrace Village, Oakland
E – Southside Slopes, Arlington, Hazelwood
F – Bloomfield, Garfield, East Liberty
G – Larimer, Homewood, East Hills
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C
B
A

F
G

D

E

A – Sheraden
B – Perry South, Central Northside
C – Upper Lawrenceville
D – Hill District, Terrace Village

E – St. Claire
F – Garfield, Bloomfield, East Liberty
G – Larimer, Homewood, East Hills

Source: HUD 2006-2010 Low/Mod Income Data
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While the percentage of all families living in poverty experienced a slight
decrease from 15.0% in 2000 to 14.8% in 2010, the percentage of female
headed households living in poverty increased significantly from 33.8% in
2000 to 35.3% according to the 2007-2011 American Community Survey
estimates. The most notable decrease during this time period occurred in
the families with related children under 5 years of age cohort. In 2000,
30.2% of families with related children under 5 years old were living in
poverty, and the 2007-2011 American Community Survey estimated a
decrease to 26.8%. The City’s poverty statistics for families with children
are highlighted in the following chart.
Chart II-14 – Percentage of Families and Female-Headed
Households in Poverty in the City of Pittsburgh
70.0%
60.0%
50.0%
40.0%
30.0%
20.0%
10.0%
0.0%
All families

With related
With related
Families with
children under 18 children under 5
female
years
years only
householder, no
husband present

2000 U.S. Census

Families with
Families with
female
female
householder
householder
with related
with related
children under 18 children under 5
years
years only

2007-2011 American Community Survey

Source: 2000 U.S. Census & 2007-2011 American Community Survey

It is important to note that while the American Community Survey only
presents an estimate, it is expected that the percentage of female-headed
households with children living under the poverty level has increased
since the previous Census.
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D.

Employment
In 2000, 58.5% of the City’s residents 16 years of age and over were
considered a part of the labor force. The 2007-2011 American Community
Survey estimates that approximately 61.1% of the population is currently
in the labor force. The following charts illustrate the categories of workers
and their occupations. The largest portion of Pittsburgh workers (42.6%) is
in management, business, science, and arts occupations. Approximately
one fifth of all workers are in “service occupations,” and one quarter are in
“sales and office occupations.”
Chart II-15 – Occupations in the City of Pittsburgh

[CATEGORY NAME]
[VALUE]

[CATEGORY NAME]
[VALUE]

[CATEGORY NAME]
[VALUE]

[CATEGORY NAME]
[VALUE]

[CATEGORY NAME]
[VALUE]
Source: 2007-2011 American Community Survey

These percentages differ slightly when compared to 2000 Census data.




Natural resources, construction, and maintenance occupations
decreased from 6.2% in 2000 to 4.9% in 2011.
Sales and office occupations decreased from 27.5% of the workforce
in 2000 to 23.4% in 2011.
Production, transportation, and material moving occupations
decreased from 9.3% in 2000 to 7.5% in 2011.
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Service occupations increased slightly, from 19.9% of all occupations
in 2000 to 21.6% currently.
Management, business, science, and arts occupations increased
from 36.9% in 2000 to 42.6% in 2011.
Chart II-16 – Worker Class in the City of Pittsburgh

[CATEGORY
NAME]
[VALUE]
[CATEGORY
NAME]
[VALUE]

[CATEGORY
NAME]
[VALUE]

[CATEGORY
NAME]
[VALUE]

Source: 2007-2011 American Community Survey

This data is slightly different than the respective 2000 Census data,
although there was less variance than the occupational data in the
previous chart.





Private wage and salary workers increased from 82.6% of workers in
2000 to 84.1% in 2011.
Government workers decreased from 12.5% of workers in 2000 to
11.6% in 2011.
Unpaid family workers remained a small percentage, decreasing from
0.2% in 2000 to 0.1% in 2011.
Self-employed in own not incorporated business workers decreased
from 4.8% of workers in 2000 to 4.2% in 2011.

The following chart illustrates the trends of the unemployment rate for the
City of Pittsburgh from January 2004 through December 2014 as reported
by the Bureau of Labor Statistics (www.bls.gov).
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Chart II-17 – City of Pittsburgh Unemployment Rate
10.0
9.0
8.0
7.0
6.0
5.0
4.0
3.0
2.0
1.0
0.0
Jan-04

Jan-05

Jan-06

Jan-07

Jan-08

Jan-09

Jan-10

Jan-11

Jan-12

Jan-13

Jan-14

Source: http://data.bls.gov

The unemployment rate in the City of Pittsburgh fluctuated from 2004
through mid-2008, and gradually increased between 2008 through late
2010. In December 2014, the City of Pittsburgh had an unemployment
rate of 4.4%, compared to the Allegheny County unemployment rate of
4.1% and Pennsylvania’s unemployment rate of 4.8%. The local
unemployment rates were lower than the national unemployment rate,
which was 5.6% in December 2014.

E.

Housing Profile
Over three quarters (75.4%) of the City’s housing stock was built prior to
1960, which is now over 50 years old. Just over twenty percent (21.3%) of
the City’s housing stock was built between 1960 and 1999. The following
chart illustrates the year that housing structures were built in the City of
Pittsburgh based on the 2007-2011 American Community Survey.
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Chart II-18 – Year Structure Built in the City of Pittsburgh
Built 1939 or earlier

82,698

Built 1940 to 1949

15,685

Built 1950 to 1959

21,820

Built 1960 to 1969

12,240

Built 1970 to 1979

10,450

Built 1980 to 1989
Built 1990 to 1999
Built 2000 to 2004
Built 2005 or later

7,255
3,993
3,178
2,144
Source: 2007-2011 American Community Survey
Total = 159,463 Structures

The following chart outlines the composition of the housing stock in the
City of Pittsburgh at the time of 2000 U.S. Census and the 2007-2011
American Community Survey.
Chart II-19 – Housing Stock in the City of Pittsburgh
Boat, RV, van, etc.
Mobile home

0.0%
0.0%
0.2%
0.4%
12.2%
12.6%

20 or more units
10 to 19 units
5 to 9 units
3 or 4 units
2 units

4.8%
4.5%
6.6%
6.6%
7.8%
7.2%
9.7%
8.6%
14.9%
15.9%

1-unit, attached

43.8%
44.3%

1-unit, detached
2000 U.S. Census

2007-2011 American Community Survey

Source: 2000 U.S. Census & 2007-2011 American Community Survey
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As shown in the chart above, there were some minor shifts in the
percentage breakdowns of the housing stock in the City of Pittsburgh
between 2000 and 2011, but single-unit detached houses remain the most
prevalent. The portion of housing units that are single units, both attached
and detached, slightly increased, as did the portion of buildings with 20 or
more units and mobile homes. All other housing structures stayed the
same or saw a decrease in their prevalence. The median value of owneroccupied homes in the City of Pittsburgh in 2000 was $59,700 compared
to $84,200 for Allegheny County and $87,000 for the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania. The 2007-2011 American Community Survey estimates
that the median value of owner-occupied homes in the City of Pittsburgh
has increased to approximately $87,800 (147.1% of median value in
2000), as compared to $118,700 (141.0% of median value in 2000) in
Allegheny County and $163,200 (187.6% of median value in 2000) in the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.
The following table outlines the number of new units for which building
permits were filed annually for the Pittsburgh, PA Core Base Statistical
Area (CBSA). The Pittsburgh CBSA has seen an overall decrease in the
total number of new units constructed since 2003.
Table II-9 - Units Authorized by Building Permits –
Pittsburgh, PA Core Base Statistical Area (CBSA)
Year

Single Family

Multi Family

Total

2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014

5,292
5,548
4,672
4,367
3,844
3,383
2,681
3,398
2,654
3,138
3,360
3,095

1,221
1,308
929
1,266
836
391
352
217
260
579
1,065
1,450

6,513
6,856
5,601
5,633
4,680
3,774
3,033
3,615
2,914
3,717
4,425
4,545

Source: http://socds.huduser.org/permits/summary.odb

The data shows that there has been an increase in total units authorized
by building permits since 2008, with an increasing number of multi-family
units.
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In 2013, there was a significant amount of zoning variances (excluding
appealed or continued cases). The total number of variances is 247 for
this past year. This included the following:



F.

Dimensional Variances (setbacks, height, parking spaces, etc.): 175
(71% of total)
 163 (93%) were granted.
Use Variances (use not permitted by underlying zoning): 72 (29% of
total)
 63 (88%) were granted.

Financing
Owner Costs
The median monthly mortgage expense in the City of Pittsburgh for 2000
was $309. The 2007-2011 American Community Survey estimates that
the median monthly owner costs, including a mortgage, increased to $452.
Monthly owner costs increased 46.3% while median income during the
same time period increased only 30.0%. The following table illustrates
mortgage status and selected monthly owner costs according to the 2000
U.S. Census and the 2007-2011 American Community Survey. Almost
forty percent (39.9%) of all owner-occupied houses in 2011 did not have
mortgages. Between the 2000 census count and the 2007-2011 estimate,
there is an overall trend of increased monthly housing costs.
Table II-10 - Mortgage Status and Selected Monthly
Owner Costs in the City of Pittsburgh
2000 U.S. Census

Monthly Owner Cost
Houses with a mortgage
Less than $300
$300 to $499
$500 to $699
$700 to $999
$1,000 to $1,499
$1,500 to $1,999
$2,000 or more
Median
Houses without a mortgage
Median

Number of
Housing Units
38,578
428
4,565
9,892
12,159
7,489
2,151
1,894
$794
27,990
$309

Percentage
58.0%
0.6%
6.9%
14.9%
18.3%
11.3%
3.2%
2.8%
-42.0%
--

2007-2011 American
Community Survey
Number of
Percentage
Housing Units
40,712
60.1%
53
0.1%
1,110
2.7%
4,277
10.5%
10,697
26.3%
13,318
32.7%
5,506
13.5%
5,751
14.1%
$1,132
(X)
40,490
39.9%
$452
--

Source: 2000 U.S. Census & 2007-2011 American Community Survey
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As a result of rising monthly housing costs, 26.5% of all owner-occupied
households with a mortgage exceeded 30% of their monthly income in
2000. This is a relatively high percentage of owners whose housing is not
considered “affordable.” The 2007-2011 American Community Survey
estimates that the portion of homeowners whose housing costs exceed
30% of their monthly income had slightly increased to approximately
29.9% of all owner-occupied households with a mortgage. The following
table illustrates housing costs for owner-households according to the 2000
U.S. Census and the 2007-2011 American Community Survey.
Table II-11 - Selected Monthly Owner Costs as a
Percentage of Household Income in the City of Pittsburgh
Owner Costs as a %
of Income
Housing units with a mortgage
(excluding those whose monthly
costs cannot be calculated)
Less than 20 percent
20 to 24.9 percent
25 to 29.9 percent
30 to 34.9 percent
35 percent or more
Not computed
Housing units without a mortgage
(excluding those whose monthly
costs cannot be calculated)
Less than 20 percent
20 to 24.9 percent
25 to 29.9 percent
30 to 34.9 percent
35 percent or more
Not computed

2000 U.S. Census

2007-2011 American
Community Survey

Number of
Housing Units

Percentage
of Total
Units

Number of
Housing Units

Percentage
of Total
Units

38,578

--

40,490

40,490

18,141

47.0%

18,561

45.8%

6,187
3,748
2,118
8,118
266

16.0%
9.7%
5.5%
21.0%
0.7%

5,863
3,967
3,210
8,889
222

14.5%
9.8%
7.9%
22.0%
--

27,990

--

26,830

--

19,238
2,443
1,583
942
3,127
657

68.7%
8.7%
5.7%
3.4%
11.2%
2.3%

17,173
2,401
1,995
1,457
3,804
209

64.10%
8.90%
7.40%
5.40%
14.20%
(X)

Source: 2000 U.S. Census & 2007-2011 American Community Survey

According to www.trulia.com, the average price per square foot for
Pittsburgh was $98, an increase of 3.2% compared to the same period
last year. The median sales price for homes in Pittsburgh for November,
2014 to February, 2015 was $130,700 based on 625 home sales.
Compared to the same period one year ago, the median home sales price
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increased 4.6%, or $5,700, and the number of home sales decreased
53.8%. There are currently 2,227 resale and new homes in Pittsburgh on
Trulia, including 36 open houses, as well as 1,286 homes in the preforeclosure, auction, or bank-owned stages of the foreclosure process.
The average listing price for homes for sale in Pittsburgh was $266,572 for
the week ending February 18, 2015, which represents an increase of
2.4%, or $6,171, compared to the prior week. The median sales price for a
one-bedroom home from November, 2014 to February, 2015 was
$67,125, compared to an average listing price of $149,959 for the week
ending February 18, 2015; for a two bedroom, $98,700 compared to
$173,292; for a three bedroom, $132,000 compared to $188,304. Popular
Pittsburgh neighborhoods include Southside Flats and Central
Lawrenceville, with average listing prices of $307,161 and $276,470,
respectively. Other popular neighborhoods are Shadyside, Mount
Washington, Brighton Heights, and Downtown.
According to www.RealtyTrac.com, the median list price in Pittsburgh
was $120,950 compared to the median sales price of a non-distressed
home, which was $115,000 in December, 2014. The median sales price of
a foreclosure home was $33,000, or 71% lower than non-distressed home
sales. Home sales in December 2014 were down 100% compared with
the previous month, and down 100% compared with a year ago.
The website www.Realtor.com lists the average sold price in different
Pittsburgh Neighborhoods. The average price for Oakland was $171,823,
with higher prices in North and Central Oakland, compared to lower prices
in South Oakland and the lowest in West Oakland. The average sold price
for the Middle Hill District was only $47,380 compared to $73,883 in the
Upper Hill and $204,083 in Crawford Roberts Hill. The average sold price
in Polish Hill was $98,929, compared to $205,158 in Bloomfield, and
$171,941 in nearby Lower Lawrenceville.
Foreclosures
According to www.RealtyTrac.com, the City of Pittsburgh had over one
and a half thousand (1,558) homes in foreclosure, a foreclosure rate of 1
in every 1,588 housing units in January 2015. During this time period,
Allegheny County experienced a foreclosure rate of 1 in every 1,509
housing units and the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania had a foreclosure
rate of 1 in every 1,391 housing units. The following chart illustrates the
monthly foreclosure filings in the City of Pittsburgh from February 2014 to
January 2015.
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Chart II-20 – Number of Foreclosures in the City of Pittsburgh
300
250
200
150
100
50
0
Feb-14 Mar-14 Apr-14 May-14 Jun-14 Jul-14 Aug-14 Sep-14 Oct-14 Nov-14 Dec-14 Jan-15
Source: www.realtytrac.com

The number of foreclosures for the City of Pittsburgh was at its highest in
April 2014 with 285 foreclosures. While foreclosures can be devastating to
a community, the Urban Redevelopment Authority of Pittsburgh (URA) has
completed several of its largest developments as a result of acquiring,
demolishing, and redeveloping failed rental properties that were
foreclosed on by HUD. These properties generally house large numbers of
very low income households. If the URA does not intervene in such
properties, there is a risk that the properties will be purchased at a HUD
auction and continue to exist as dilapidated rental property with absentee
landlords. HUD recognizes that this is a concern in many urban areas and
used the Upfront Grant Program as a way to transfer foreclosed property
to local government and to help local governments fund the
redevelopment of the property. The URA is currently involved in five (5)
Up-front grant developments. A brief summary of these projects is
described below:






East Mall – Phase I is a mixed use/mixed income project (54 units)
and Phase II is a 52-unit mixed income building.
Penn Circle – The Up-front Grant Agreement was cancelled and
this site will not be developed for residential purposes. Instead this
site was used for a major retail anchor. Site was used for a new
Target store completed and opened in the summer, 2011.
Liberty Park – Phase I of Liberty Park (124 mixed income units)
and Phase 2 (71 mixed income units).
Central Northside (Renaissance Apartments) – Phase I –Phase
II of Widows Home entailed the rehabilitation and sale of a number
of scattered site units in Manchester. Six (6) for-sale properties were
completed prior to 2013, while one additional building (3 market rate
units) was completed in FY 2013.
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Third East Hills – 47 affordable rental units.
Larimer-East Liberty Phase I Housing – The development of 85
affordable rental units under the Choice Neighborhood Program.




Renter Costs
The median monthly rent in 2000 was $500 and has increased to $724 per
month according to the 2007-2011 American Community Survey. The
following table illustrates rental rates within the City at the time of the 2000
U.S. Census and the 2007-2011 American Community Survey.
Table II-12 - Gross Monthly Rent in the City of Pittsburgh
2007-2011 American
Community Survey

2000 U.S. Census
Number of
Housing Units

Percentage

Number of
Housing Units

Percentage

Less than $200

7,265

10.6%

2,836

4.4%

$200 to $299

4,886

7.1%

4,360

6.8%

$300 to $499

20,920

30.5%

7,349

11.5%

$500 to $749

22,770

33.1%

19,444

30.4%

$750 to $999

7,063

10.3%

15,855

24.8%

$1,000 to $1,499

2,757

4.0%

10,603

16.6%

384

0.6%

3,457

5.4%

No cash rent

2,647

3.9%

2,346

3.7%

Median

$500

--

$724

--

Rental Rates

$1,500 or more

Source: 2000 U.S. Census Data & 2007-2011 American Community Survey

The monthly housing costs for 40.8% of all renter-occupied households
exceeded 30% of monthly income in 2000, indicating a high percentage of
renters whose housing is not considered affordable. ACS estimates show
that over half (52.0%) of all renter-occupied households pay housing costs
that exceed 30% of their income. The following table illustrates the
housing cost for renter-households in 2000 and at the time of the 20072011 American Community Survey. The drastic increase in rental
households whose rental costs exceed thirty percent of their monthly
income indicates the need for affordable rental options in the City.
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Table II-13 - Gross Rent as a Percentage of
Household Income in the City of Pittsburgh
2000 U.S. Census

2007-2011 American
Community Survey
Number of
Percentage
Housing Units

Rental Cost as a %
of Income

Number of
Housing Units

Percentage

Less than 15 percent

12,121

17.6%

7,804

12.6%

15 to 19 percent

8,386

12.2%

7,602

12.3%

20 to 24 percent

7,401

10.8%

7,327

11.9%

25 to 29 percent

7,503

10.9%

6,925

11.2%

30 to 34 percent

4,667

6.8%

5,502

8.9%

35 percent or more

23,338

34.0%

26,587

43.1%

Not computed

5,276

7.7%

4,503

7.3%

Source: 2000 U.S. Census Data & 2007-2011 American Community Survey

The table above shows an additional 3,249 households spending 35% or
more of their income on rent according to the 2007-2011 American
Community Survey. The 2015 Fair Market Rents for the Pittsburgh, PA
HUD MSA are shown in the table below.
Table II-14 - Final FY 2015 Fair Market Rents (FMRs) by
Unit Bedrooms in the Pittsburgh, PA MSA

Final FY 2015 FMR

Efficiency

OneBedroom

TwoBedroom

ThreeBedroom

FourBedroom

$549

$630

$786

$987

$1,050

Source: www.hud.gov

As of January 2015, the estimated average monthly rents in Pittsburgh
were $916 for one-bedroom units; $1,112 for two-bedroom units; and
$1,092 for all-bedroom units based on rent trend data collected by
www.rentjungle.com. While these rents may be skewed by higher-income
apartments in certain areas within the City, the rents are much higher than
fair market rents, as well as what many low-income families can afford.

G.

Household Types
Based on a comparison between the 2000 and 2011 populations, the City
of Pittsburgh experienced an 8.0% decrease in population. The median
income of the area increased by 30.0%, potentially indicating a higher
percentage of above income persons have moved into the area (even
while taking into account inflation).
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Table II-15 – Changes Between 2000 & 2011
2000

2011

%
Change

Population

334,563

307,532

-8%

Households

143,752

134,001

-7%

$28,588.00

$37,161.00

30%

Demographics

Median Income

Data Source: 2000 Census (Base Year), 2007-2011 American Community Survey

Table II-16 – Number of Households Table
0-30%
AMI

>30-50%
AMI

>50-80%
AMI

>80100%
AMI

>100%
AMI

Total Households *

28,390

19,525

23,235

12,550

50,305

Small Family Households *

6,805

4,780

7,050

4,165

22,175

Large Family Households *

980

655

1,020

630

2,110

4,045

3,735

3,980

1,955

8,225

4,120

4,515

3,865

1,205

3,575

4,040

2,215

2,470

1,285

4,400

Household contains at least one
person 62-74 years of age
Household contains at least one
person age 75 or older
Households with one or more
children 6 years old or younger *

Data Source: 2007-2011 CHAS

* the highest income category for these family types is >80% AMI

Of all households, 37.5% make more than the HUD Area Median Income
(AMI). The remaining 62.5% of total households make less than the AMI,
with the largest group (21.2%) being households making less than 30% of
AMI. Households making between 30-50%, 50-80%, and 80-100%
comprise 14.6%, 17.3%, and 9.4% of all households, respectively. With
over one-fifth (21.2%) of all households making less than 30% of AMI, this
leaves a large portion of the population without access to affordable
housing. Households that make 30% of AMI have an annual income of
$11,148.30; as HUD defines affordable housing as paying no more than
30% of income on rent, this leaves low-income households with just
$278.70 per month to spend on housing. As there are few housing options
available for families at this rental level, many households must then pay
more than 30% of their income for housing, becoming cost-overburdened.
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Table II-17 – Housing Problems (Households with one of the listed needs)
Renter

Substandard
Housing Lacking complete
plumbing or
kitchen facilities
Severely
Overcrowded With >1.51
people per room
(and complete
kitchen and
plumbing)
Overcrowded With 1.01-1.5
people per room
(and none of the
above problems)
Housing cost
burden greater
than 50% of
income (and
none of the
above problems)
Housing cost
burden greater
than 30% of
income (and
none of the
above problems)
Zero/negative
Income (and
none of the
above problems)

Owner

0-30%
AMI

>3050%
AMI

>5080%
AMI

>80100%
AMI

Total

0-30%
AMI

>3050%
AMI

>5080%
AMI

>80100%
AMI

Total

495

205

195

50

945

80

20

125

75

300

205

50

90

35

380

25

10

0

0

35

170

85

155

35

445

0

40

140

35

215

13,170

3,105

630

110

17,015

2,960

1,870

830

175

5,835

2,685

4,895

3,975

775

12,330

1,205

2,365

3,175

1,225

7,970

2,015

0

0

0

2,015

405

0

0

0

405

Data Source: 2007-2011 CHAS

This table illustrates the discrepancies between homeowners and renters
regarding housing problems. While there are slightly more owner-occupied
housing units than renter-occupied units (50.6% to 49.4%, respectively),
renters face a much higher rate of housing problems. There are more renters
facing housing problems than owners in all problem categories, by a
significant margin.
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Table II-18 – Housing Problems (Households with one or more Severe Housing Problems:
Lacks kitchen or complete plumbing, severe overcrowding, severe cost burden)
Renter

Having 1 or
more of four
housing
problems
Having none
of four
housing
problems
Household
has negative
income, but
none of the
other housing
problems

Owner

0-30%
AMI

>3050%
AMI

>5080%
AMI

>80100%
AMI

Total

0-30%
AMI

>3050%
AMI

>5080%
AMI

>80100%
AMI

Total

14,040

3,445

1,065

235

18,785

3,060

1,940

1,090

280

6,370

6,890

8,110

10,295

5,640

30,935

1,980

6,030

10,780

6,395

25,185

2,015

0

0

0

2,015

405

0

0

0

405

Data Source: 2007-2011 CHAS

There are more renters facing severe housing problems than owners. This may be
attributable to owners having higher income than renters, or due to not having to rely on
a landlord to correct/fix any problems.
Table II-19 – Cost Overburdened Greater Than 30%
Renter

Owner

0-30%
AMI

>3050%
AMI

>5080%
AMI

Total

0-30%
AMI

>3050%
AMI

>5080%
AMI

Total

Small Related

4,460

2,180

1,405

8,045

810

1,010

1,490

3,310

Large Related

585

230

75

890

105

205

305

615

Elderly

2,895

1,725

690

5,310

2,065

2,340

1,125

5,530

Other

8,430

4,120

2,595

15,145

1,245

725

1,190

3,160

Total need by income

16,370

8,255

4,765

29,390

4,225

4,280

4,110

12,615

Data Source: 2007-2011 CHAS

For those cost overburdened by more than 30%, renters are more highly affected; there
are many more renters that are cost overburdened than owners, except for the elderly,
where owners are slightly more affected.
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Table II-20 – Cost Overburdened Greater Than 50%

0-30%
AMI

Renter
>30>5050%
80%
AMI
AMI
655
105

Total

0-30%
AMI

4,540

615

Owner
>30>5050%
80%
AMI
AMI
425
265

Total
1,305

Small Related

3,780

Large Related

500

80

0

580

75

65

75

215

Elderly

1,770

695

110

2,575

1,350

950

280

2,580

Other

7,630

1,745

435

9,810

970

450

225

1,645

Total need by
income

13,680

3,175

650

17,505

3,010

1,890

845

5,745

Data Source: 2007-2011 CHAS

For those cost overburdened by more than 50%, renters are more highly affected; there
are many more renters that are cost overburdened than owners, except for the elderly.
The elderly have a very similar number of renters and owners facing this issue, with
owners having slightly more affected.
The following three (3) maps illustrate census tracts where there are severe cost
burdens (over 50%) for Extremely Low, Low, and Moderate Income Households.
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Note: The areas with the highest percentage of severely cost burdened households in extremely low income areas are
the Strip District, North Oakland, Point Breeze, Morningside, Summer Hill, Mount Washington, and Crafton Heights.
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Note: The areas with the highest percentage of severely cost burdened households in low income areas are the Strip
District, Oakland, and portions of Squirrel Hill.
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Note: The areas with the highest percentage of severely cost burdened households in moderate income areas are the
Strip District, Oakland, and Point Breeze.
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Table II-21 – Overcrowding Conditions

Single family
households
Multiple, unrelated
family households
Other, non-family
households
Total Need by Income

Renter

Owner

0>30- >50- >8030% 50% 80% 100% Total
AMI AMI AMI AMI

0>30- >50- >8030% 50% 80% 100% Total
AMI AMI AMI AMI

255

95

195

35

580

4

20

30

0

54

0

10

25

0

35

0

20

110

35

165

130

35

50

35

250

20

10

0

0

30

385

140

270

70

865

24

50

140

35

249

Data Source: 2007-2011 CHAS

The following three (3) maps illustrate census tracts where there is overcrowding for
Extremely Low, Low, and Moderate Income Households.




Percentage Extremely Low Income Households with Overcrowding
Percentage Low Income Households with Overcrowding
Percentage Moderate Income Households with Overcrowding
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Note: There are only a few areas throughout the City with overcrowding conditions.
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Note: There are only a few areas throughout the City with overcrowding conditions.
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Note: There are only a few areas throughout the City with overcrowding conditions.
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H.

Cost Overburden
Residents of the City of Pittsburgh, PA are faced with a lack of affordable
housing and the fact that many of the City’s lower income households are
paying more than 30% of their total household income on housing related
costs. The following information was noted: 15,645 White households
were cost overburdened by 30% to 50%, and 15,075 White households
were cost over burdened by greater than 50%; 6,900 Black/African
American households were cost overburdened by 30% to 50%, and 8,325
Black/African American households were cost overburdened by greater
than 50%; 2,535 Asian households were cost overburdened by 30% to
50%, and 855 Asian households were cost overburdened by greater than
50%; and lastly, 1,700 Hispanic households were cost overburdened by
30% to 50%, and 485 Hispanic households were cost overburdened by
greater than 50%.
Table II-22 – Housing Cost Burden
<=30%

30-50%

>50%

Jurisdiction as a
whole

No / negative
income (not
computed)

86,875

24,195

25,400

2,280

White

64,970

15,645

15,075

1,290

Black / African
American

16,535

6,900

8,325

625

Asian

2,535

855

925

305

American Indian,
Alaska Native

160

10

24

0

Pacific Islander

15

15

0

0

1,700

485

590

40

Housing Cost
Burden

Hispanic

Data Source: 2007-2011 CHAS

A total of 15,645 White households were considered cost overburdened
by between 30% and 50%, which is 64.66% of the total cases of
households that were considered cost overburdened by between 30% and
50%. This number is slightly below the 68.79% of the total number of
households that the White category comprises.
A total of 6,900
Black/African American households were considered cost overburdened
by between 30% and 50%, which is 28.52% of the total cases of
households that were considered cost overburdened by between 30% and
50%. This number is slightly higher than the 24.39% of the total number
of households that the Black/African American category comprises. A
total of 855 Asian households were considered cost overburdened by
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between 30% and 50%, which is 3.53% of the total cases of households
that were considered cost overburdened by between 30% and 50%. This
number is slightly lower than the 4.46% of the total number of households
the Asian category comprises. A total of 485 Hispanic households were
considered cost overburdened by between 30% and 50%, which is 2.00%
of the total cases of households that were considered cost overburdened
by between 30% and 50%. This number is below the 2.02% of the total
number of households that the Hispanic category comprises.
Attached is a census tract map showing Housing Cost Burden throughout
the City.
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Note: The areas with Housing Cost Burdens are concentrated in the following areas: the Hill District, Terrace Village,
Oakland, Garfield, Homewood, East hills, Hazelwood, Lincoln Place, Carrick, and Sheraden.
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A total of 15,075 White households were considered cost overburdened
by greater than 50%, which is 59.35% of the total number of households
that were considered cost overburdened by greater than 50%. This
number is below the 68.79% of the total number of households that the
White category comprises. A total of 8,325 Black/African American
households were considered cost overburdened by greater than 50%,
which is 32.78% of the total number of households that were considered
cost overburdened by greater than 50%. This number is higher the
24.39% of the total number of households that the Black/African American
category comprises. A total of 925 Asian households were considered
cost overburdened by between 30% and 50%, which is 3.64% of the total
number of households that were considered cost overburdened by
between 30% and 50%. This number is slightly lower than the 4.46% of
the total number of households the Asian category comprises. A total of
590 Hispanic households were considered cost overburdened by greater
than 50%, which is 2.32% of the total number of households that were
considered cost overburdened by greater than 50%. This number is
slightly higher than the 2.02% of the total number of households that the
Hispanic category comprises.
The Housing Alliance of Pennsylvania published a report in the spring of
2012 called “A New Vision for Housing Market Recovery: What the Data
Tells Us About What Works.” This report outlined several key weaknesses
of the housing market, and identifies proven strategies to strengthen the
housing market in the City of Pittsburgh and Allegheny County. The report
outlined an eight (8) step process to address the local and regional
housing crisis:




Step 1: Preserve Home Equity by Preventing Foreclosure Due
to Job Loss.


Use data to inform outreach strategies.



Connect homeowners and renters to counseling and relocating
services.



Market properties so they can be sold to responsible owners.



Reduce negative impact of vacant buildings through building
maintenance.



Clarify ownership throughout foreclosure and resale process to
ensure maintenance and/or occupancy.

Step 2: Use Preventative Measures to Reduce Cost of Special
Needs Housing.


Set aside LIHTC for special needs housing.
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Provide rental assistance to persons with mental health and
intellectual disabilities.



Support increased municipal government/housing authority
collaboration.

Step 3: Address Homelessness Using Cost Effective Solutions.


Develop effective coordination of homeless Veterans rental
assistance programs to expand reach.



Replicate and educate others about the benefit of Housing First
Strategies.



Use Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) funding
to provide rental assistance.

Step 4:
Organize a Collaborative Approach to Preserve
Homeownership.


Basic Systems Repair Program is a cost-effective alternative to
abandonment and demolition.



Volunteers are a valuable resource when rehabilitating homes.



Renovation Mortgage Loan Fund provides home buyers with
the tools for major renovations.



Creative partnerships generate comprehensive targeted home
repairs.



Homeowner rehab is an essential component of a targeted
comprehensive development strategy.



Home Modification Program is an affordable approach to
maintaining homes and helping people age in place.

Step 5:
Assets.

Invest in Attractive, High Quality Rental Housing



Convene Landlords.



Support seniors and persons with disabilities.



Renter education.

Step 6: Increase the Availability of Developable Land for
Modestly Priced Homes.


Design a land bank program to have maximum impact.



Develop a coordinated approach at the County level to address
blight.
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Step 7: Use Strategic Code Enforcement to Manage Rental
Housing Assets and Stabilize Neighborhoods.


Implement a conservatorship program as an alternate to
eminent domain.



Re-engineer the code enforcement system using data through
a “Progressive Discipline” approach to owners who fail to
comply.

Step 8: Gain Economic Benefits Through Mixed-Housing
Initiatives.

Assess the region by using housing and location information.

Leverage engagement of the private sector through
inclusionary zoning or related policies.

Employ strategies to give families with housing vouchers the
ability to live in communities of opportunity.

Consider transportation and housing costs when selecting infill
developments sites.

Work with the housing authority and the PA Department of
Public Welfare to provide subsidies in traditional market-rate
developments for a scattered site approach.

Review and inform the qualified allocation plan to reflect local
priorities related to mixed housing.

The conclusions in the report indicate that an “entry level” wage earner in
Allegheny County makes $15,790 annually. While this is well below the
County Median Household Income of $46,641, at an annual salary of
$15,790, the affordable rent would be $394.75 per month (30% of
Income). However, the fair market rent for a one-bedroom unit in
Allegheny County is $585 per month and $700 per month for a twobedroom unit. This is a wide gap in the amount an entry level wage earner
can afford and what the fair market rent is for the area. This demonstrates
the need for more affordable housing and housing programs to address
the needs of lower-income households.

I.

Housing Problems
A household is considered to have a housing problem if it is cost
overburdened by more than 30% of their income, is experiencing
overcrowding, or has incomplete kitchen or plumbing facilities. The four
housing problems are: lacks complete kitchen facilities; lacks complete
plumbing facilities; more than one person per room; and cost burden
greater than 30%. The following tables illustrate the disproportionate
needs in the City of Pittsburgh:
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Table II-23 – 0%-30% of Area Median
Income (Extremely Low Income)
Has one or
more of four
housing
problems

Has none of the
four housing
problems

Household has
no/negative
income, but
none of the
other housing
problems

Jurisdiction as a whole

22,160

4,770

2,140

White
Black / African American

12,180
8,430

1,885
2,810

1,165
615

Asian

655

0

305

American Indian, Alaska Native

14

10

0

Pacific Islander
Hispanic

0
535

0
40

0
40

Housing Problems*

Data Source: 2007-2011 CHAS

*The four housing problems are:
1. Lacks complete kitchen facilities, 2. Lacks complete plumbing facilities, 3. More than one person per
room, 4. Cost Burden greater than 30%

The following map illustrates the location by Census Tract where
extremely low-income households have severe housing problems. While
these households are fairly dispersed throughout the City, African
American households are disproportionately affected; of all households
with one or more of the four designated housing problems in this income
category, African American households make up 38.0% of the total,
although they comprise just 26.1% of the City’s population.
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Note: The areas with the highest percentage of extremely low income households with severe housing problems are the
Strip District, Oakland, Point Breeze, Morningside, Mount Washington, Sheraden, and Perry North.
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Table II-24 – 30%-50% of Area Median
Income (Low-Income)
Household has
no/negative
income, but
none of the
other housing
problems

Has one or
more of four
housing
problems

Has none of the
four housing
problems

Jurisdiction as a whole

13,600

6,945

White
Black / African American

8,610
4,005

4,665
2,095

0
0

500
20
15
230

29
0
0
150

0
0
0
0

Housing Problems*

Asian
American Indian, Alaska Native
Pacific Islander
Hispanic

0

Data Source: 2007-2011 CHAS
*The four housing problems are:
1. Lacks complete kitchen facilities, 2. Lacks complete plumbing facilities, 3. More than one person per
room, 4. Cost Burden greater than 30%

African American households have a slightly higher rate of housing problems
than other races; of all households with one or more of the four designated
housing problems making 30% - 50% AMI, African American households make
up 29.4% of the total, although they comprise just 26.1% of the City’s population.
The following map illustrates the location by Census Tract where low-income
households have severe housing problems.
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Note: The areas with the highest percentage of low income households with severe housing problems are the Strip
District, Oakland, and Point Breeze.
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Table II-25 – 50%-80% of Area Median Income
Has one or
more of four
housing
problems

Has none of
the four
housing
problems

Household has
no/negative
income, but none
of the other
housing problems

Jurisdiction as a whole

8,885

16,125

0

White

5,780

11,380

0

Black / African American

2,330

3,400

0

430

495

0

American Indian, Alaska Native

4

35

0

Pacific Islander

0

0

0

190

450

0

Housing Problems*

Asian

Hispanic

Data Source: 2007-2011 CHAS
*The four housing problems are:
1. Lacks complete kitchen facilities, 2. Lacks complete plumbing facilities, 3. More than one person per
room, 4. Cost Burden greater than 30%

The following map illustrates the location by Census Tract where moderateincome households have severe housing problems.
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Note: The areas with the highest percentage of moderate income households with severe housing problems are the Strip
District, Oakland, and Point Breeze.
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Table II-26 – 80%-100% of Area Median Income
Has one or
more of four
housing
problems

Has none of
the four
housing
problems

Jurisdiction as a whole

2,890

10,320

Household has
no/negative
income, but none
of the other
housing problems
0

White

2,180

7,650

0

Black / African American

535

2,185

0

Asian

40

220

0

American Indian, Alaska Native

0

0

0

Pacific Islander

0

0

0

135

195

0

Housing Problems*

Hispanic

Data Source: 2007-2011 CHAS
*The four housing problems are:
1. Lacks complete kitchen facilities, 2. Lacks complete plumbing facilities, 3. More than one person per
room, 4. Cost Burden greater than 30%

The population cohort above the median income has the lowest number of
households with housing problems. Based on the above information, there
was one racial/ethnic group disproportionately affected by housing
problems: The 0-30% AMI Black/African American racial group made up
38.04% of the housing problems but only 24.39% of the number of
households.

J.

Disabled Households
The following table includes the 2007-2011 American Community Survey
estimate that shows the number of disabled individuals in the City of
Pittsburgh. The total population five (5) years and over is 283,466 and the
disabled population is 41,732, or 14.7%. This is an indicator of the need
for housing for the disabled who are mainly low- and moderate-income
and who are usually unable to find housing resources that are accessible
and/or affordable.
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Table II-27 – Disability Status for Pittsburgh, PA
Total
Population
Over 5 Years
of Age

Population with
a Disability

Percent
with a
Disability

298,864

41,799

14.0%

Population under 5 years
With a hearing difficulty
With a vision difficulty

15,398
(X)
(X)

67
36
31

0.4%
0.2%
0.2%

Population 5 to 17 years
With a hearing difficulty
With a vision difficulty
With a cognitive difficulty
With an ambulatory difficulty
With a self-care difficulty

35,504
(X)
(X)
(X)
(X)
(X)

2,627
189
380
1,970
289
330

7.4%
0.5%
1.1%
5.5%
0.8%
0.9%

Population 18 to 64 years
With a hearing difficulty
With a vision difficulty
With a cognitive difficulty
With an ambulatory difficulty
With a self-care difficulty
With an independent living difficulty

206,416
(X)
(X)
(X)
(X)
(X)
(X)

23,185
3,710
3,819
11,139
11,390
3,810
8,259

11.2%
1.8%
1.9%
5.4%
5.5%
1.8%
4.0%

Population 65 years and over
With a hearing difficulty
With a vision difficulty
With a cognitive difficulty
With an ambulatory difficulty
With a self-care difficulty
With an independent living difficulty

41,546
(X)
(X)
(X)
(X)
(X)
(X)

15,920
5,586
2,804
3,755
10,652
3,612
7,724

38.3%
13.4%
6.7%
9.0%
25.6%
8.7%
18.6%

SEX
Male
Female

141,613
157,251

18,315
23,484

12.9%
14.9%

290,498

40,623

14.0%

Disability Status of the Civilian NonInstitutional Population
Total civilian noninstitutionalized
population

RACE AND HISPANIC OR LATINO
ORIGIN
One Race
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White alone
Black or African American alone

198,546
75,849

25,627
14,195

12.9%
18.7%

American Indian and Alaska Native alone
Asian alone
Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander
alone
Some other race alone
Two or more races

415
13,781

113
531

27.2%
3.9%

161

10

6.2%

1,746
8,366

147
1,176

8.4%
14.1%

White alone, not Hispanic or Latino
Hispanic or Latino (of any race)

194,123
7,426

25,344
597

13.1%
8.0%

Source: 2007-2011 American Community Survey

Of the population age 65 and older, 38.3% have a disability, made up
largely due to ambulatory difficulty (25.6%) and an independent living
difficulty (18.6%). The overall data shows a fairly even percentage
between males and females, with 12.9% and 14.9% of the respective
populations having disabilities.
The disparities between individuals who “are” and who “are not” disabled
can also be seen in the employment statistics. Over three-quarters
(80.42%) of disabled persons ages 18 to 64 years old in the labor force
are employed, whereas 90.44% of non-disabled persons ages 18 to 64 in
the labor force are employed.
Chart II-21 – Type of Disability for Population
5 Years and Over in the City of Pittsburgh
Cognitive difficulty
11%

Independent living
difficulty
12%

Vision difficulty
11%

Hearing difficulty
10%

Ambulatory
difficulty
11%

Disability Status
34%

Self-care difficulty
11%
Source: 2008-2012 American Community Survey
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The Housing Authority of the City of Pittsburgh recognizes the need for
accessible and visitable housing units in the City. As a result, more than
5% of all public housing units are handicapped accessible.
The City of Pittsburgh offers a Visitability Tax Credit to encourage the
inclusion of visitability features in new construction and rehabilitation.
Those who qualify may be owners of single-family dwellings and duplexes,
triplexes, townhouses, and row houses. Also eligible are adapted reuses
of industrial and commercial buildings that are either renovated or
converted into multi-family residential use. The tax credit cannot exceed
$2,500 or the total amount of the increased amount of property taxes
owed during the first five (5) years from when the tax credit is approved.
The following are design features required for a Visitability Tax Credit, as
stated by the City of Pittsburgh:






The residence shall provide at least one no-step entrance
approachable by a firm, stable and slip-resistant path with an
acceptable slope. The no-step entrance shall have a threshold of no
greater than three-fourths of an inch. The no-step entrance to the
residence may be located on any exterior side of the house or an
entrance through the integral garage to the visitable level of the
residence. Entry doors must have a minimum clear open width of at
least thirty-two (32) inches and be equipped with lever handle
hardware.
Interior Doorways: All interior doorways, excluding closets and doors
to basement stairs, on the visitable entry floor must have a minimum
clear open width of thirty-two (32) inches.
Circulation paths into and throughout the visitable entry level floor of
the dwelling must be at least thirty-six (36) inches wide.
Each housing unit must have a minimum of one (1) powder room on
the visitable entry level floor, with a thirty-inch by forty-eight-inch
minimum clear floor space contiguous to the water closet and the
lavatory. The clear space under a lavatory can be included in this
measurement and clear spaces contiguous to the water closet and
lavatory are permitted to overlap. Powder room doors on the visitable
floor must have lever door hardware. All bathrooms and powder room
through-out the residential unit shall have reinforcement of at least
two inches by eight inches of blocking between the studs placed
inside the walls for easy installation of grab bars if needed.
Reinforcement shall be capable of supporting grab bars that resist
shear and bending forces of 250 pounds or greater. Blocking should
be centered at 34 inches from and parallel to the finished floor. In
renovated homes only the walls in the powder room or bathrooms on
the visitable floor and those on floors that have the stud walls
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exposed as part of the renovation process need to comply with this
paragraph.
Additionally, the Urban Redevelopment Authority of Pittsburgh (URA)
offers a Home Accessibility Program for Independence (HAPI) loan to
provide funding to low-income homeowners or landlords with low-income
tenants to assist in making the home accessible to people with disabilities.
While it is a limited funded program, it provides an opportunity and
incentive for low-income homeowners or landlords to make accessibility
improvements.
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III.

Review/Update to Original Plan
The present “Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice” was prepared in
2007 and updated in 2012. The identified Impediments to Fair Housing Choice
are reviewed twice each year, first in the City’s Annual Action Plan and then
again in the Consolidated Annual Performance Evaluation Report (CAPER). The
following paragraphs restate the identified impediments from the 2012 Update to
the Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice and summarize the progress
made on each for the time period of 2012 through 2014.

A.

Summary of 2012 Impediments


Impediment 1: Fair Housing Education and Outreach –
There is a continuing need to educate persons about their rights
under the Fair Housing Act and to raise community awareness to
affirmatively further fair housing choice. There is a lack of
affordable housing, which limits the choice for low-income
residents, minorities, and the disabled population.
Goal: Improve the public’s and local officials’ knowledge and
awareness of the Fair Housing Act, related laws, regulations, and
requirements to affirmatively further fair housing in the community.
Summary: The City has made the following progress in addressing
this impediment:





The City’s Commission on Human Relations continues to
promote Fair housing awareness through the media,
seminars, and training to foster public awareness.
The City continues to make available literature on fair housing
and an individual’s rights under the Fair Housing Act.
The Fair Housing Partnership (FHP) continued to hold its
annual Poetry Slam “Zip Code and the American Dream.” The
community event took place at the Kelly-Strayhorn Theater in
East Liberty. The aim of the poetry slam is to provide a forum
for voices speaking out about the impact of discrimination and
to create communities of inclusion and diversity. Local poets
had the opportunity to perform and be judged by a panel of
local community leaders. The poetry slam was open to all
members of the community: poets, artists, activities, and
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advocates. The event is annually organized as part of the
national Fair Housing Month.
The City has been negotiating with the Fair Housing
Partnership to provide training for the staff of the Department
of City Planning, the URA, the Housing Authority, and
subrecipients involved in housing.
The City funded the Urban League of Greater Pittsburgh, who
provided comprehensive housing services to low- and
moderate-income City residents.
The City has been providing funds through the First-Time
Homebuyer Program in order for lower income households to
have a housing choice.
The City budgets funds annually for the operation of the
Human Relations Commission.
The City has been working with the County to establish a
County Human Relations Commission. The City has also
established an Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing Task
Force with local, State, and Federal officials, as well as
housing staff and nonprofit agencies, private businesses, and
labor. The Mayor has also appointed an Affordable Housing
Task Force.

Status: This is an on-going activity and should be continued to be
followed and monitored in the 2015-2019 Analysis of Impediments.


Impediment 2: Continuing Need for Affordable Rental Housing –
The City of Pittsburgh has the greatest supply of affordable rental
housing in the region. However, the monthly cost of rent for
apartments has steadily increased to the point that over 53.0% of
all renter households in Pittsburgh with incomes less than 50% of
the median income are considered cost overburdened.
Goal: Additional affordable rental housing will be developed
outside impacted areas throughout the City of Pittsburgh and the
surrounding region, especially for households whose income is less
than 50% of the median income, through new construction and infill housing, the rehabilitation of vacant buildings, and the
development of mixed-income buildings, to reduce the number of
lower income households who are cost overburdened.
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Summary: The City has made the following progress in addressing
this impediment:












Several new mixed-income rental housing developments have
been built or are in the planning stages. These include
Larimer-East Liberty Phase I, the Lower Hill District, etc.
The URA’s housing rehabilitation programs continue to be
utilized by lower income households. Over the past three (3)
years there have been 27 rental units rehabilitated and 175
owner-occupied units rehabilitated using the URA programs.
The City and the URA assisted with the development of 611
new affordable rental units.
The City assisted 357 households through tenant-based rental
assistance.
The City assisted 454 households through short-term rent,
mortgage, and utility assistance.
Housing for the disabled was developed throughout the City
and County. Residential Resources has over 200 housing
units that it manages throughout the City and County.
The Housing Authority provides Section 8 Housing Choice
Vouchers for low-income households to assist in providing
affordable housing.
The Housing Authority has been partnering with private and
non-profit housing developers to construct new affordable
housing. One example is the Larimer-East Liberty Phase I
housing under the Choice Neighborhoods Program, which
began in June of 2014 when the Housing Authority of the City
of Pittsburgh (HACP) and the City of Pittsburgh received a $30
million award of HUD FY 2013 Choice Neighborhoods
Initiative (CNI) Implementation funds for the Larimer/East
Liberty revitalization. HUD received 48 applications for such
funds, rewarding only four applicants. Larimer/East Liberty is
comprised of large-scale subsidized housing complexes,
disconnected superblocks, a divisive 4-lane arterial road (East
Liberty Boulevard), and a deteriorating and disintegrating
single-family housing stock. The regional and local
stakeholders in the area helped create a $401 million
Transformation Plan. Called the Vision-to-Action Plan, it has a
goal of a transforming the area into a “21st Century Green
Neighborhood that Works” and the plan involves a
comprehensive effort to address the needs of the
neighborhood, housing and people living in a disinvested and
impoverished community.
The City of Pittsburgh is supportive of the use of Low Income
Housing Tax Credit (LIHTC) projects to provide housing that is
affordable to low income households. From 2012 to 2015, nine
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(9) LIHTC projects were completed or awarded funds. There
have been 497 units developed, of which 426 were for lowincome City residents.
URA and the City have worked with Allegheny Housing
Rehabilitation Corporation (AHRCO) on the preservation of
the Bellefield Apartment building as an affordable housing
resource to serve low income seniors. This project is a 158unit affordable elderly building located in the North Oakland
neighborhood.
The City worked with S & A Homes and Oxford Development
Company on the new construction of a 41-unit, mixed use
apartment building located proximate to the East Busway at
the Homewood Avenue Station to serve low income seniors.
The City is working with Allegheny Union Baptist Association
(AUBA) on the preservation of 2700 Centre Avenue as an
affordable housing resource to serve low income seniors.
This project entails the reconfiguration and rehabilitation of a
44-unit affordable elderly apartment building located in the Hill
District Neighborhood.

Status: The City has been financially supporting the development
of affordable rental housing. Unfortunately, the need is much
greater than the available financial resources that the City has at its
disposal. This is a continuing need that should be included in the
2015-2019 Analysis of Impediments.


Impediment 3: Continuing Need for Affordable Housing for Sale The median value and cost to purchase and maintain a single
family home in Pittsburgh that is decent, safe, and sound, has
increased significantly to over $109,000, and it is even higher in
Allegheny County, which limits the choice of housing for lower
income households to impacted areas in Pittsburgh.
Goal: Promote the development of for-sale single family homes for
lower income households through new construction, in-fill housing,
and rehabilitation of vacant houses, outside areas of low-income
concentration throughout the Pittsburgh Area.
Summary: The City has made the following progress in addressing
this impediment:


The City has been working with private, non-profit developers
to construct new affordable housing throughout the City.
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These developments include new affordable housing in East
Liberty and other areas of the City.
The City has continued to use its HOME funds for
downpayment assistance to low-income homebuyers. Over
the last three (3) years, the City has assisted 24 homebuyers.
The local banks and the URA provide financial assistance to
low-income homebuyers.
The City supports the homebuyer education programs and
requires completion of HUD homebuyer educational
certifications for a homebuyer to receive financial assistance.
The URA, through its website and printed brochures, provides
information on its available programs for homebuyers, renters,
etc.
The Urban League of Greater Pittsburgh conducts homebuyer
education programs and counseling services.
The URA’s housing rehabilitation programs continue to be
utilized by lower income households. Over the past three (3)
years there have been 175 owner-occupied units rehabilitated
using the URA programs.
The City and the URA assisted with the development of 17
new owner-occupied housing units.
The City assisted 454 households through short-term rent,
mortgage, and utility assistance.

Status: The City has been financially supporting the development
of affordable housing for sale. Unfortunately, the need is much
greater than the available financial resources that the City has at its
disposal. This is a continuing need that should be included in the
2015-2019 Analysis of Impediments.


Impediment 4: Continuing Need for Accessible Housing Units
That Are For-Sale or Rent –
As an older built-up urban environment, there is a lack of
accessible housing units and developable sites in the City of
Pittsburgh, since 76.1% of the City’s housing units were built over
50 years ago and do not have accessibility features, and 13.6% of
the City’s population is classified as disabled.
Goal: Increase the number of accessible housing units through
new construction and rehabilitation of existing housing units for the
physically disabled and developmentally delayed.
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Summary:
The City has made the following progress in
addressing this impediment:











The City, through the URA programs, has been providing
financial assistance for improvements to make houses
accessible to the physically disabled.
Additional accessible housing is being built in the new housing
developments with financial assistance provided by the City. If
the project is funded with HOME or LIHTC funds, the project is
required to have at least 5% of the units as accessible.
The City enforces the ADA and Fair Housing requirements in
multi-family housing developments.
The City, through the URA Housing Rehabilitation Program,
has continued to provide financial assistance to elderly
homeowners to make accessibility improvements to their
properties.
The City has continued to support the City’s and County’s joint
Task Force on Disabilities and tax credits to make units
“visitable” and “accessible.”
The URA of Pittsburgh continues to acquire properties for
future housing developments through its Rental Housing
Development and Improvement Program (PHDIP) and
Housing Recovery Program (HRP).

Status: There is a continuing need for accessible housing in the
City and this impediment should be included in the 2015-2019
Analysis of Impediments.


Impediment 5: Need to Improve Private Lending and Insurance
Practices –
The HMDA data suggests that there is a disparity between the
approval rates of home mortgage loans originated from whites and
those originated from minority applicants.
Goal: Approval rates for all originated home mortgage loans will be
fair, unbiased and equal, regardless of race, familial status, and
location.
Summary: The City has not been able to address this impediment.
The City recognizes the need to have an outside independent
review and monitoring of the mortgage practices in the City. The
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City is discussing the need for testing and is talking to fair housing
agencies about providing this type of service.
Status: The City should include this impediment in its 2015-2019
Analysis of Impediments.


Impediment 6: There is a Lack of Financial Resources –
The Federal Government continues to reduce the amount of
CDBG, HOME, and funds for other housing programs in HUD’s
annual budget, which reduces the allocations to entitlement
communities, thus putting a strain on limited financial resources
due to the housing crisis and increased unemployment.
Goal: Increase Federal funding for the CDBG and HOME
Programs, and other housing programs, to pre- FY 2010 budget
levels which will allow entitlement communities to better achieve
their housing and community development goals.
Summary: The City has made the following progress in addressing
this impediment:






The City of Pittsburgh has been successful in obtaining other
Federal financial resources, such as the Choice Neighborhood
Program and LIHTC financing to replace the decreasing
HOME and CDBG grants.
The City has encouraged non-profit housing agencies to apply
for funds for new housing development to be used as match
funds with CDBG and HOME funds.
The Housing Authority of the City of Pittsburgh, nonprofits, and
for-profits have been successful in obtaining LIHTC financing
and other grants to develop new housing.

Status: The City has accomplished its strategies and does not
need to continue this impediment in the 2015-2019 AI.


Impediment 7: There is a Need for a Countywide Approach to
Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing –
The housing, racial, and socio-economic data from the U.S. Census
of 2010, as well as the amount of subsidized housing in the City of
Pittsburgh illustrates that there is a concentration of low- and
moderate-income persons, minorities, and disabled living in the City
as compared to Allegheny County as a whole.
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Goal: Provide housing and economic opportunities for low- and
moderate-income persons and the protected classes to live and
work outside impacted areas.
Summary: The City has made the following progress in addressing
this impediment:


The City of Pittsburgh has established a 24-member
Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing Task Force with
representatives of the City, State, and Federal governments,
representatives of neighborhood groups, organized labor,
private businesses, and non-profits. The task force reviews
policies from around the country designed to preserve housing
options for people of all income levels.

Status: There is a continuing need to support and encourage the
Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing Task Force and therefore, this
impediment should be continued during the 2015-2019 Analysis of
Impediments.


Impediment 8: Economic Issues Affect Housing Choice –
There is a lack of economic opportunities in the City which prevents
low-income households from improving their income and ability to
live outside areas with concentrations of low-income households,
which makes this a fair housing concern.
Goal: The local economy will provide new job opportunities, which
will increase household income, and will promote fair housing
choice.
Summary: The City has made the following progress in addressing
this impediment:





The local economy has been improving in the City of
Pittsburgh and numerous job opportunities have been created.
The City has been supportive of workforce development and
providing funds for new business development.
On an annual basis, the City has funded programs related to
job training and workforce development.
The URA uses State Enterprise Zone Funds for workforce
development type activities through a number of its different
programs.
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The URA has provided funds for classes at Community
College of Allegheny County (CCAC) to help with workforce
development training.
The URA requires that loan borrowers use CareerLinks to post
jobs to be created.
The City and the URA continue to work with the ten (10)
neighborhoods that take part in the URA’s Main Street
Pittsburgh Program. They are the following neighborhoods:

o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o



Bloomfield
Downtown
Northside
East Liberty
Friendship
Lawrenceville
Mount Washington
South Side
Strip District
West End

The City funded economic development loans to create new
job opportunities, which helped reduce the number of people
living below the poverty level.
Over the past three (3) years, the City has retained 308 jobs
and created 444 new jobs through its economic development
initiatives.

Status: The City should continue to include this impediment in its
2015-2019 Analysis of Impediments.
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IV.

Impediments to Fair Housing 2015
In order to determine if any impediments to fair housing choice exist, interviews
and meetings were conducted, surveys were distributed, Census data was
reviewed, and an analysis of the fair housing complaints in the City of Pittsburgh
was undertaken.

A.

Fair Housing Complaints
1.

Fair Housing Partnership of Greater Pittsburgh
The Fair Housing Partnership of
Greater
Pittsburgh
(FHP)
was
established in 1975 to promote fair
housing in the Pittsburgh Metro Area.

Fair Housing Partnership of
Greater Pittsburgh
2840 Liberty Avenue, Suite 205
Pittsburgh, PA 15222
(412) 391-2535 (Voice)
http://pittsburghfairhousing.org/

FHP provides housing counseling
services, education and outreach,
advocacy for persons who have been discriminated against in their
search for housing, and enforcement of the Fair Housing Act and
other related laws. Housing counseling services include landlord
tenant training, pre-purchase homebuyer counseling, mortgage
delinquency counseling, rental housing counseling, and homeless
services. As part of their education and outreach
initiatives, FHP provides information to vulnerable
populations to increase their knowledge and
awareness of fair housing rights and responsibilites.
Additinally, the Fair Housing Partnership sponsors
an annual “Poetry Slam” related to fair housing and
publishes and distributes brochures containing
general information, disability rights education, and
testing (printed and distributed in both English and
Spanish). FHP performs enforcement efforts such as
testing, various housing audits and surveys, and
assisting residents in filing fair housing complaints.
The FHP has developed two important roles: as an
equal opportunity housing counseling agency, and a
fair housing advocate and enforcer of fair housing law.
The Fair Housing Partnership has conducted tests over the last
several years in order to identify areas of discrimination or
inequalities in the housing market in the region. In 2010, FHP
conducted an audit of housing advertisements to determine if specific
housing providers accepted Section 8 Housing Choice Vouchers. As
the Federal and local laws are currently written, source of income is
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not a protected class. Out of the more than 200 phone calls that were
made, 71% of housing providers contacted refused to accept Section
8 Vouchers, 24% accepted vouchers, and 5% were unsure. These
findings substantiate that Section 8 Voucher holders often have
difficulty in locating rental units that accept vouchers as a form of
payment, and this limits the housing choices for these lower income
persons.
In 2011, FHP conducted numerous complaintbased and audit-based tests to identify patterns
of housing discrimination in the greater
Pittsburgh area. Over one third (34.9%) of the
complaint-based tests showed evidence of
housing discrimination. The most common
complaint that was tested was disability
[twenty-three (23) complaints were tested, eight
(8) showed evidence of discrimination]. The second most common
complaint was race [nine (9) complaints were tested, four (4) showed
evidence of discrimination]. Complaints based on familial status also
showed a high rate of discrimination with two (2) of the five (5)
complaints tested showing evidence of discrimination.
Audit-based testing of the rental market produced similar
results. Over thirty-four percent (34.7%) of
the
tests
showed
evidence
of
discrimination. Of the one-hundred and ten
(110) tests completed for discrimination
based on disability accessibilty, thirty-nine
(39) showed evidence of discrimination.
When testing for disablity in general, fifteen
(15) of the thirty (30) tests showed evidence
of discrimination. Three (3) of the twelve (12)
tests for discrimination based on familial
status showed signs of discrimination, and
three (3) of the eleven (11) tests for racial
discrmimiation showed evidence of discrimination. Additionally, FHP
conducted an audit based home sale testing to determine if
discrimination is present in the for-sale housing market. FHP found
that eight (8) of the thirty (30) tests (26.7%) showed evidence of
discrimination. FHP tested for discrimination based on race and
disability and found evidence of discrmination in 20% of the race
tests and 30% of the disbaility tests.
The following table outlines the basis for housing complaints as
received by the Fair Housing Partnership of Greater Pittsburgh
between 2008 and 2011.
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Table IV-1 - Basis for Complaint
Complaint

2008

2009

2010

2011

Count

Percent

Count

Percent

Count

Percent

Count

Percent

Race

9

17.0%

11

11.5%

13

11.3%

16

10.7%

Religion

0

0.0%

0

0.0%

1

0.9%

1

0.7%

National Origin

2

3.8%

3

3.1%

2

1.7%

3

2.0%

Sex

2

3.8%

3

3.1%

1

0.9%

4

2.7%

Disability

36

67.9%

73

76.0%

92

80.0%

115

76.7%

Familial Status

2

3.8%

4

4.2%

5

4.3%

7

4.7%

Sexual
Orientation

2

3.8%

1

1.0%

1

0.9%

3

2.0%

Age

0

0.0%

1

1.0%

0

0.0%

1

0.7%

Total

53

-

96

-

115

-

150

-

Source: Fair Housing Partnership of Greater Pittsburgh

The Fair Housing Partnership of Greater Pittsburgh has noted a
drastic increase in the number of complaints received between 2008
and 2011. With this increase in the total number of complaints,
disability and race continue to be the most common reason for
housing complaints.
The City of Pittsburgh will enter into a contract agreement with the
Fair Housing Partnership of Greater Pittsburgh to provide training
and services to the City staff, the URA of Pittsburgh, and the Housing
Authority. This agreement will seek to educate residents, city staff,
housing agencies, and social service providers of the City of
Pittsburgh about their respective rights and obligations under fair
housing laws. The initiative will involve comprehensive training,
analysis, and enforcement of fair housing services, while
emphasizing education, outreach, analysis of fair housing monitoring,
direct consultations for city staff on fair housing issues, direct
assistance for those who are victims of housing discrimination, and a
comprehensive HUD approved system for Complaint referrals and
resolutions.
In addition to providing education and training services, FHP will
expand outreach to increase awareness of the Fair Housing Act
through public service announcements, print materials, videos, and
use of social media. Such programs such as annual ‘poetry slams’
and poster-making contests help bring together service providers
whose clients are those most at risk of discrimination. Further
documentation of this agreement is included later in this document
(Section V: Actions and Recommendations).
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2.

City of Pittsburgh Commission on Human Relations
The
City
of
Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
Commission on Human Relations
Commission on Human Relations
(CHR) is primarily responsible for
908 City-County Building
414 Grant Street
education and enforcement of the
Pittsburgh,
PA 15219
Fair Housing Act in the City. It is
(412) 255-2600 (Voice)
an independent Commission and
http://chr.pittsburghpa.gov
not part of the government. The
CHR investigates complaints of alleged discrimination in
employment, housing, and public accommodations within the City of
Pittsburgh. Educational efforts reach out to schools, community
groups, businesses, professional organizations, and City
departments in order to promote equal rights. Education and
outreach events include community meetings, presence at
neighborhood and tenant council community events, etc.
The Commission is a law enforcement agency, governed by 15
Commissioners appointed to four-year terms by the Mayor. The
Commission on Human Relations as an independent organization is
a recipient of Community Development Block Grant funds.
The City of Pittsburgh supports the Pittsburgh Commission on
Human Relations with funds each year to perform educational and
outreach programs, and to address housing complaints. In addition,
the URA of Pittsburgh through its HOME funds also affirmatively
furthers fair housing through education and outreach programs.
Each year, the Pittsburgh Commission on Human Relations receives
new housing complaints, closes housing complaints, and conciliates
housing complaints. The Commission staff also helps numerous
people who call or come into the Commission’s office with problems
about their housing situation. If the problem is not jurisdictional, the
person is referred to another agency, person, governmental
department or organization for resolution of the problem.
The staff of the Commission on Human Relations and board
members of the Commission supported various activities including:


Conducting training for real estate agents/community groups.



Attend different fair housing seminars and workshops.



Attend the monthly meeting of the Allegheny County/ City of
Pittsburgh Task Force on Disabilities.



Provide information on Fair Housing at information fairs,
exhibits, panel discussions, and other speaking engagements.
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Meets with Pittsburgh Area Fair Housing organizations.



The Commission sponsors a public meeting and participates in
other citizen meetings to solicit public input on the Analysis of
Impediments to Fair Housing Choice for the City of Pittsburgh.



The Commission participates in public meetings related to the
City’s Comprehensive Planning process.



Educational inserts are prepared an included in the bills for all
Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority customers.



Maintains and updates a Facebook page using social media as
a communication and outreach vehicle.

The goals of the Commission on Human Relations are as follows:


Reduce compliance case processing time.



Enhance intergroup and community relations by increasing the
number of educational and outreach programs.



Increase compliance by employers, housing and service
providers with civil rights laws and reduce incidents of
community tensions.



Promote greater awareness and appreciation for the cultural
diversity of the City.

The Commission on Human Relations will continue to further fair
housing through the investigation of discrimination complaints,
education and outreach, and enforcement of the Fair Housing Act.
During the 2014 CAPER period, PCHR had 28 new housing
complains/intakes and 15 jurisdictional matters. PCHR had 15 dualfiles complaints closed (filed with PCHR & HUD).


3.

One (1) case filed with PCHR (not dual-filed) = 16 cases closed
in total for reporting period. Seven (7) cases were conciliated.

Pennsylvania Human Relations Commission
The Pennsylvania Human Relations Commission (PHRC) is tasked
to enforce state laws that prohibit discrimination, the Pennsylvania
Human Relations Act, and the Pennsylvania Fair Educational
Opportunities Act. The Pennsylvania Fair Educational Opportunities
Act, created in 1961 by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth
of Pennsylvania and amended in 1992, prohibits discriminatory
practices in educational institutions based on race, religion, color,
ancestry, national origin, or sex. The Pennsylvania Human Relations
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Act was created in 1955 and amended in 1997; the Act prohibits
certain discriminatory practices because of race, color, religious
creed, ancestry, age, or national origin by employers, employment
agencies, labor organizations. This Act additionally created the
Pennsylvania Human Relations Commission (PHRC) in the
Governor’s Office and defined its powers; PHRC’s mission is “to
promote equal opportunity for all and enforce Pennsylvania’s civil
rights laws that protect people from unlawful discrimination.” (PHRC
2013-2014 Annual Plan.)
Pennsylvania

The PHRC has its main office in
Human Relations Commission
Harrisburg, as well as regional
Harrisburg Regional Office
th
offices in Harrisburg, Philadelphia,
Riverfront Office Center, 5 Floor
1101-1125 South Front Street
and Pittsburgh. In addition to its
Harrisburg, PA 17104-2515
staff members, the PHRC has
(717) 787-9784 (Voice)
eleven
(11)
Commissioners
(717) 787-7279 (TTY)
appointed by the Governor and
confirmed by the State Senate. PHRC investigates employment and
housing discrimination complaints on behalf of the U.S. Equal
Employment Opportunity Commission (EEOC) and the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), respectively.
The Governor appoints eleven commissioners (confirmed by the
Senate) to act as public liaisons, establish policies, and resolve
cases not settled voluntarily. The commission is independent and
nonpartisan, with the chairperson appointed by the governor and a
vice-chairperson, secretary, and assistant secretary elected by
commissioners every year. The commission holds monthly public
meetings, which are open to the public, to address issues of
discrimination or civil tension.
The PHRC organizes the PA Interagency Task Force on Community
Activities and Relations, a group of state agencies unified in
preventing and stopping civil tension and violence stemming from
conflicts between ethnic or cultural groups. In addition, the PHRC
offers hotlines to report bias and hate crimes, as well as an on-line
way of filing a complaint regarding discrimination; the current law
protects citizens in matters of employment, education, public
accommodations, housing, and commercial property.
The PHRC publishes an annual
summary of docketed cases filed
during the State’s fiscal year
(July 1st – June 30th). The
following table illustrates the trends for new complaints that were
docketed and conciliated for Allegheny County from 2010 to 2014. In
FY 2014, housing related complaints accounted for 7.36% of the total
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complaints. Since 2010, housing related complaints have accounted
for 10.95% of the total amount. Overall, the housing related
complaints, and overall discrimination complaints, have decreased
over the past few years in Allegheny County and Statewide.
Table IV-1 –PHRC New Complaints Docketed in Allegheny County
Category

2010

2011

2012

2013

2014

Total

Employment

487

249

261

117

146

1,260

Housing

52

28

46

33

12

171

53

16

14

5

5

93

595

308

334

334

163

1,562

Public
Accommodations
Total

Source: Pennsylvania Human Rights Commission Annual Reports, 2010-2014

Table IV-2 –PHRC New Complaints Docketed in the State of Pennsylvania
Category
Employment
Housing
Public
Accommodations
Total

2010

2011

2012

2013

2014

Total

4,403

2,675

2,431

1,852

1,554

12,915

293

253

243

207

184

1,180

430

160

157

102

78

927

5,377

3,187

2,804

2,207

1,839

15,414

Source: Pennsylvania Human Rights Commission Annual Reports, 2010-2014

Table IV-3 –PHRC Complaints Closed
Category
Percentage of
Complaints Closed

2010

2011

2012

2013

2014

39.8%

56.0%

50.0%

48.6%

53.0%

Source: Pennsylvania Human Rights Commission Annual Reports, 2010-2014

The PA Fair Housing Hotline, established just prior to the beginning
of the 2013-14 year, received 121 calls from its inception in May
2013 through June of 2014. A hotline monitor refers callers to the
appropriate PHRC housing investigator or to the appropriate agency
when the call is not related to discrimination. The toll-free hotline has
helped ensure faster processing of housing complaints and faster
relief to discrimination victims.
PHRC partnered with HUD and private agencies in 2014 to fund
projects to promote fair housing in PA. HUD-funded and PHRCAnalysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice
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administered projects spanning two fiscal years. They engaged
private agencies to examine patterns of discrimination and worked
with local governments and housing providers to remove barriers that
unfairly deny opportunities to Pennsylvania families, people of color,
and people with disabilities. PHRC awarded partnership grant funds
totaling $227,000 to Southwestern Pennsylvania Legal Services,
Poverty and Race Research Action Council, and the Fair Housing
Center at Lancaster Housing Opportunity Partnership. Funded
projects will be completed in 2015. PHRC also joined Philadelphiabased non-profit Bike & Build to educate Pennsylvanians on how
unfair housing practices limit the availability of affordable housing.
Bike & Build teams crossing PA in the summer to raise funds and
awareness of the affordable housing crisis were armed with
information on recognizing unfair practices and informing people of
their fair housing rights and where to turn when they face
discrimination.
4.

Fair Housing Assistance Program (FHAP) Agencies
The Federal Fair Housing Assistance Program offers grants to state
and local agencies that have sufficiently demonstrated to HUD that
they support or enforce a fair housing law that is substantially
equivalent to the Fair Housing Act. Thirty-nine (39) states and the
District of Columbia all have at least one state or local agency
serving as a FHAP. These funded FHAP agencies carryout fair
housing activities such as enforcement and education in order to
protect families and individuals who believe that they have been the
victims of housing discrimination.
Pennsylvania has a total of four (4) FHAP agencies. The
Pennsylvania Human Relations Commission serves as the statewide
FHAP. In the City of Pittsburgh, the Pittsburgh Commission on
Human Relations is the primary agency which receives FHAP
funding. The Cities of Erie and Reading also have FHAP agencies.

5.

Fair Housing & Equal Opportunity (FHEO-HUD)
The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development’s (HUD’s)
Office of Fair Housing & Equal Opportunity (FHEO) receives
complaints regarding alleged violations of the Fair Housing Act.
From January 1, 2004 to February 27, 2015, five hundred and
seventy-four (574) fair housing complaints originated in Allegheny
County, three hundred and thirty-seven (337) of which originated
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within the City of Pittsburgh. Attached is a listing for all the FHEO
Complaints received and the status or resolution of the complaint.
The fair housing complaints in the City of Pittsburgh
that were filed with HUD are disaggregated in the
table below to illustrate the most common basis of
complaints. In the City of Pittsburgh, disability was
the most common basis for complaints between
January 1, 2004 and February 27, 2015, and race
was the second most common cause for complaint. It is important to
note that ninety-one (91) complaints identified a multiple basis in the
City of Pittsburgh. The table below compares the frequency of each
basis of complaint in the City and the County (where the County
basis for complaints include the City counts). Much like the City,
disability is the most common basis for complaints in the County, and
race is the second most common basis.
The following table entitled “Basis for Housing Complaints”
summarizes all of the complaints filed with the HUD Office of Fair
Housing & Equal Opportunity between January 1, 2004 and February
27, 2015 in the City of Pittsburgh and Allegheny County.
Table IV-4 - Basis for Housing Complaints
City of Pittsburgh & Allegheny County, Pennsylvania
Basis

City of Pittsburgh

Allegheny County

Count*

% of City
Complaints

Count*

% of County
Complaints

Race

106

31.5%

201

33.8%

Disability

162

48.2%

267

44.9%

Familial Status

46

13.7%

85

14.3%

National Origin

25

7.4%

30

5.0%

Retaliation

32

9.5%

57

9.6%

Sex

36

10.7%

74

12.4%

Color

10

3.0%

19

3.2%

Religion

11

3.3%

13

2.2%

Source: U.S. Department of HUD-FHEO, Philadelphia Regional Office

*Note: Each complaint may include multiple bases, so the counts do not add up to the
total number of complaints
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Based on the table, disability was the most common basis for
complaint in both the City of Pittsburgh and Allegheny County. This
reflects national trends, where disability has overtaken race has the
most common basis for a complaint. Disability complaints make up
almost half (48.2%) of all complaints filed in the City of Pittsburgh,
with Race (31.5%) as the second-most stated basis. Familial Status
and Sex were the third- and fourth-most common basis for complaint
in both the City and County.
The following table illustrates how complaints were closed. There
were three-hundred thirty-seven (337) complaints filed in the City of
Pittsburgh from January 1, 2004 until February 27, 2015. However,
some complaints had a multiple basis, and the total count becomes
four hundred and twenty-eight (428). Of these, one hundred fifty
(153) complaints were closed because of “no cause,” and one
hundred eighty-four (184) were “conciliated/settled.” In other words,
approximately one third (35.7%) of all complaints were not justified
complaints.
Table IV-5 - How Complaints Were Closed
in the City of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
How Closed
No
Cause

FHAP Judicial
Consent
Order or
Discrimination
Found

Conciliated/
Settled

FHAP Judicial
Dismissal
or No
Discrimination
Found

Administrative
Closure

Open

Race

48

1

39

1

15

2

Familial Status

16

-

23

-

5

2

Disability

44

1

81

4

14

18

National Origin

8

2

9

-

5

1

Retaliation

13

-

13

-

4

2

Color

3

-

6

-

-

1

Sex

15

-

13

-

5

3

Religion

6

-

-

-

4

1

153

4

184

5

52

30

Basis

Total

Source: U.S. Department of HUD-FHEO, Philadelphia Regional Office
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The following table illustrates the dates complaints were filed with HUD.
The largest number of complaints filed with HUD was in 2010.
Table IV-6 - HUD Date Filed of Complaints
City of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
HUD Date Filed

City of Pittsburgh
Count

% of City Complaints

2004

33

9.79%

2005

31

9.20%

2006

29

8.61%

2007

37

10.98%

2008

30

8.90%

2009

29

8.61%

2010

46

13.65%

2011

26

7.72%

2012

35

10.39%

2013

11

3.26%

2014

29

8.61%

2015

1

0.30%

Source: U.S. Department of HUD-FHEO, Pittsburgh Regional Office
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The following table entitled “HUD-FHEO Complaints” summarizes all of the complaints filed with the HUD
Office of Fair Housing & Equal Opportunity between January 1, 2004 and February 27, 2015 in the City of
Pittsburgh.
Table IV-7 - HUD-FHEO Complaints for the City of Pittsburgh
City

Case
Number

HUD
Filing
Date

Bases

Issues

Closure
Reason

Familial Status - Under 18,
Retaliation

312 - Discriminatory refusal to rent and negotiate for rental, 320 Discriminatory advertising, statements and notices, 382 Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental, 450 Discriminatory acts under Section 818 (coercion, Etc.),

Conciliated/ Settled

312 - Discriminatory refusal to rent and negotiate for rental,

Conciliated/ Settled

City of Pittsburgh

03-04-0149-8

2/2/2004

City of Pittsburgh

03-04-0258-8

3/26/2004

Disability - Physical,
Race - Black or AfricanAmerican,
Race - Black or AfricanAmerican,

City of Pittsburgh

03-04-0261-8

3/19/2004

City of Pittsburgh

03-04-0279-8

4/27/2004

City of Pittsburgh

03-04-0240-8

3/31/2004

Disability - Physical,

City of Pittsburgh

03-04-0273-8

4/8/2004

Race - Black or AfricanAmerican, Disability - Physical,

City of Pittsburgh

03-04-0308-8

4/16/2004

Race - Black and White,
Familial Status - Under 18,
Sex - Female, Sex Harassment,
National Origin - Other than
Hispanic or Latino,
Race - Black or AfricanAmerican,
Race - Black or AfricanAmerican, Disability - Mental,
Disability - Physical,

310 - Discriminatory refusal to rent, 332 - False denial or
representation of availability - rental,
382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,
380 - Discriminatory terms, conditions, privileges, or services and
facilities, 510 - Failure to make reasonable accommodation,
382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,
450 - Discriminatory acts under Section 818 (coercion, Etc.), 510 Failure to make reasonable accommodation,
312 - Discriminatory refusal to rent and negotiate for rental,
380 - Discriminatory terms, conditions, privileges, or services and
facilities, 382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating
to rental,
380 - Discriminatory terms, conditions, privileges, or services and
facilities,
380 - Discriminatory terms, conditions, privileges, or services and
facilities,

City of Pittsburgh

03-04-0300-8

5/17/2004

City of Pittsburgh

03-04-0368-8

5/18/2004

City of Pittsburgh

03-04-0369-8

5/18/2004

City of Pittsburgh

03-04-0473-8

7/28/2004

City of Pittsburgh

03-04-0407-8

6/12/2004

Disability - Physical,

510 - Failure to make reasonable accommodation,

City of Pittsburgh

03-04-0421-8

6/25/2004

Disability - Physical,

430 - Otherwise deny or make housing unavailable, 500 - Failure to
permit reasonable modification, 510 - Failure to make reasonable
accommodation,
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362 - Discrimination in terms and conditions of membership, 382 Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,

Administrative
Closure
Conciliated/ Settled
Conciliated/ Settled
Conciliated/ Settled
Conciliated/ Settled
Conciliated/ Settled
Administrative
Closure
Administrative
Closure
No Cause
Administrative
Closure
FHAP Judicial
Dismissal or No
Discrimination
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Race - Black or AfricanAmerican,
National Origin - Other than
Hispanic or Latino,
Race - Black or AfricanAmerican,
Race - Black or AfricanAmerican,

City of Pittsburgh

03-04-0430-8

7/19/2004

City of Pittsburgh

03-04-0425-8

6/30/2004

City of Pittsburgh

03-04-0414-8

6/30/2004

City of Pittsburgh

03-04-0452-8

7/26/2004

City of Pittsburgh

03-04-0472-8

7/30/2004

Familial Status - Under 18,

City of Pittsburgh

03-04-0499-8

7/20/2004

Race - Black or AfricanAmerican,

City of Pittsburgh

03-04-0573-8

8/20/2004

Race - White,

City of Pittsburgh

03-04-0577-8

8/31/2004

Familial Status - Under 18,

City of Pittsburgh

03-04-0585-8

8/12/2004

Sex - Female,

City of Pittsburgh

03-04-0650-8

9/27/2004

City of Pittsburgh

03-04-0670-8

9/23/2004

City of Pittsburgh

03-05-0017-8

10/1/2004

Race - Black and White,
Familial Status - Under 18,
Sex - Female, Sex - Male,
Color,
Race - Black or AfricanAmerican,
Race - Black or AfricanAmerican,

City of Pittsburgh

03-05-0027-8

10/15/2004

Race - Black or AfricanAmerican,

City of Pittsburgh

03-05-0029-8

10/15/2004

Disability - Physical,
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312 - Discriminatory refusal to rent and negotiate for rental, 332 False denial or representation of availability - rental,
380 - Discriminatory terms, conditions, privileges, or services and
facilities, 430 - Otherwise deny or make housing unavailable,
380 - Discriminatory terms, conditions, privileges, or services and
facilities, 430 - Otherwise deny or make housing unavailable,
312 - Discriminatory refusal to rent and negotiate for rental,
312 - Discriminatory refusal to rent and negotiate for rental, 382 Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,
380 - Discriminatory terms, conditions, privileges, or services and
facilities, 410 - Steering, 430 - Otherwise deny or make housing
unavailable, 442 - Restriction of choices relative to a rental,
312 - Discriminatory refusal to rent and negotiate for rental, 320 Discriminatory advertising, statements and notices, 380 Discriminatory terms, conditions, privileges, or services and facilities,
382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,
430 - Otherwise deny or make housing unavailable, 442 - Restriction
of choices relative to a rental,
380 - Discriminatory terms, conditions, privileges, or services and
facilities, 382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating
to rental, 430 - Otherwise deny or make housing unavailable,
382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,
320 - Discriminatory advertising, statements and notices, 382 Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental, 430 Otherwise deny or make housing unavailable, 450 - Discriminatory
acts under Section 818 (coercion, Etc.), 480 - Discriminatory acts
under Section 901 (criminal),
384 - Discrimination in services and facilities relating to rental,
310 - Discriminatory refusal to rent,
312 - Discriminatory refusal to rent and negotiate for rental, 380 Discriminatory terms, conditions, privileges, or services and facilities,
382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,
430 - Otherwise deny or make housing unavailable,
320 - Discriminatory advertising, statements and notices, 380 Discriminatory terms, conditions, privileges, or services and facilities,
382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,
430 - Otherwise deny or make housing unavailable, 500 - Failure to
permit reasonable modification, 510 - Failure to make reasonable

No Cause
No Cause
Administrative
Closure
Administrative
Closure
Administrative
Closure
No Cause

No Cause

Conciliated/ Settled
Conciliated/ Settled

No Cause

Administrative
Closure
No Cause

Conciliated/ Settled

No Cause
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accommodation,
320 - Discriminatory advertising, statements and notices, 362 Discrimination in terms and conditions of membership, 380 Discriminatory terms, conditions, privileges, or services and facilities,
430 - Otherwise deny or make housing unavailable, 443 - Adverse
action against an employee, 450 - Discriminatory acts under Section
818 (coercion, Etc.), 500 - Failure to permit reasonable modification,
510 - Failure to make reasonable accommodation,
312 - Discriminatory refusal to rent and negotiate for rental, 320 Discriminatory advertising, statements and notices,
312 - Discriminatory refusal to rent and negotiate for rental, 320 Discriminatory advertising, statements and notices, 380 Discriminatory terms, conditions, privileges, or services and facilities,
510 - Failure to make reasonable accommodation,

City of Pittsburgh

03-05-0102-8

11/5/2004

Retaliation

City of Pittsburgh

03-05-0106-8

11/8/2004

Familial Status - Under 18,

City of Pittsburgh

03-05-0105-8

11/9/2004

Disability - Physical,

City of Pittsburgh

03-05-0086-8

11/19/2004

Race - Black or AfricanAmerican,

450 - Discriminatory acts under Section 818 (coercion, Etc.),

No Cause

City of Pittsburgh

03-05-0195-8

12/23/2004

Familial Status - Under 18,

312 - Discriminatory refusal to rent and negotiate for rental,

Conciliated/ Settled

City of Pittsburgh

03-05-0275-8

12/30/2004

Disability - Physical,

City of Pittsburgh

03-05-0302-8

3/7/2005

City of Pittsburgh

03-05-0315-8

3/1/2005

Disability - Physical,

City of Pittsburgh

03-05-0374-8

3/25/2005

Race - Black or AfricanAmerican,

City of Pittsburgh

03-05-0371-8

3/25/2005

Race - Black or AfricanAmerican, Disability - Physical,

City of Pittsburgh

03-05-0376-8

3/18/2005

City of Pittsburgh

03-05-0378-8

3/23/2005

City of Pittsburgh

03-05-0377-8

3/23/2005

312 - Discriminatory refusal to rent and negotiate for rental, 510 Failure to make reasonable accommodation,
382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,

Disability - Physical, Familial
Status - Under 18, Sex Female,
Race - Black or AfricanAmerican,

382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,
510 - Failure to make reasonable accommodation,
380 - Discriminatory terms, conditions, privileges, or services and
facilities,

No Cause

No Cause

No Cause

No Cause
Administrative
Closure
No Cause
No Cause

312 - Discriminatory refusal to rent and negotiate for rental,

No Cause

382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,

No Cause

302 - Discriminatory refusal to sell and negotiate for sale,

Administrative
Closure

Familial Status - Under 18,

312 - Discriminatory refusal to rent and negotiate for rental,

Conciliated/ Settled

311 - Discriminatory refusal to negotiate for rental, 320 Discriminatory advertising, statements and notices, 382 Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,

Conciliated/ Settled

City of Pittsburgh

03-05-0483-8

5/12/2005

Race - Black and White,
Familial Status - Under 18,

City of Pittsburgh

03-05-0522-8

6/15/2005

Disability - Mental, Disability Physical,

City of Pittsburgh

03-05-0519-8

6/28/2005

Retaliation
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City of Pittsburgh

03-05-0623-8

6/28/2005

Disability - Mental,

510 - Failure to make reasonable accommodation,
380 - Discriminatory terms, conditions, privileges, or services and
facilities,

City of Pittsburgh

03-05-0597-8

6/30/2005

Disability - Mental,

City of Pittsburgh

03-05-0622-8

7/6/2005

Disability - Physical,

City of Pittsburgh

03-05-0609-8

7/25/2005

City of Pittsburgh

03-05-0610-8

7/21/2005

City of Pittsburgh

03-05-0680-8

8/3/2005

City of Pittsburgh

03-05-0685-8

8/3/2005

Sex - Harassment,

City of Pittsburgh

03-05-0723-8

9/16/2005

Race - Black or AfricanAmerican,

City of Pittsburgh

03-05-0714-8

8/30/2005

Disability - Mental,

City of Pittsburgh

03-05-0713-8

8/30/2005

City of Pittsburgh

03-05-0712-8

8/30/2005

Race - Black or AfricanAmerican,
Race - Black or AfricanAmerican,
Race - Black or AfricanAmerican, Disability - Physical,
Color, Retaliation

510 - Failure to make reasonable accommodation,

302 - Discriminatory refusal to sell and negotiate for sale,

Conciliated/ Settled

310 - Discriminatory refusal to rent,

Conciliated/ Settled

380 - Discriminatory terms, conditions, privileges, or services and
facilities,

Race - Black or AfricanAmerican, Sex - Male,
Race - Black or AfricanAmerican,

380 - Discriminatory terms, conditions, privileges, or services and
facilities,
310 - Discriminatory refusal to rent, 382 - Discrimination in
terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,
380 - Discriminatory terms, conditions, privileges, or services and
facilities,
380 - Discriminatory terms, conditions, privileges, or services and
facilities,
380 - Discriminatory terms, conditions, privileges, or services and
facilities,
380 - Discriminatory terms, conditions, privileges, or services and
facilities,
380 - Discriminatory terms, conditions, privileges, or services and
facilities, 430 - Otherwise deny or make housing unavailable, 510 Failure to make reasonable accommodation,
380 - Discriminatory terms, conditions, privileges, or services and
facilities,
310 - Discriminatory refusal to rent, 320 - Discriminatory advertising,
statements
and
notices,
382
Discrimination
in
terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,

City of Pittsburgh

03-05-0771-8

9/29/2005

National Origin - Hispanic or
Latino,

City of Pittsburgh

03-05-0770-8

9/27/2005

Disability - Physical, Familial
Status - Under 18, Sex Female, Sex - Male,

City of Pittsburgh

03-06-0065-8

11/7/2005

Race - Asian,

City of Pittsburgh

03-06-0112-8

12/15/2005

Familial Status - Pregnant
Female,

City of Pittsburgh

03-06-0150-8

12/5/2005

City of Pittsburgh

03-06-0151-8

12/5/2005

City of Pittsburgh

03-06-0152-8

12/5/2005

Race - Black or AfricanAmerican,
Race - Black or AfricanAmerican,
National Origin - Other than
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No Cause
Administrative
Closure
FHAP Judicial
Consent Order or
Discrimination
Found

312 - Discriminatory refusal to rent and negotiate for rental,
312 - Discriminatory refusal to rent and negotiate for rental,
381 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to sale,

No Cause
Conciliated/ Settled
No Cause
No Cause
No Cause
No Cause
FHAP Judicial
Consent Order or
Discrimination
Found
Conciliated/ Settled
No Cause
Conciliated/ Settled
Conciliated/ Settled
Administrative
Closure
No Cause
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City of Pittsburgh

03-06-0182-8

12/5/2005

City of Pittsburgh

03-06-0153-8

12/5/2005

City of Pittsburgh

03-06-0154-8

12/5/2005

City of Pittsburgh

03-06-0326-8

3/14/2006

Hispanic or Latino,
National Origin - Other than
Hispanic or Latino,
Race - Black or AfricanAmerican,
Race - Black or AfricanAmerican,

312 - Discriminatory refusal to rent and negotiate for rental,

Conciliated/ Settled

312 - Discriminatory refusal to rent and negotiate for rental,

No Cause

312 - Discriminatory refusal to rent and negotiate for rental,

No Cause

Disability - Physical,

380 - Discriminatory terms, conditions, privileges, or services and
facilities, 430 - Otherwise deny or make housing unavailable, 510 Failure to make reasonable accommodation,

Conciliated/ Settled
FHAP Judicial
Dismissal or No
Discrimination
Found
FHAP Judicial
Dismissal or No
Discrimination
Found

City of Pittsburgh

03-06-0360-8

4/10/2006

Disability - Physical,

320 - Discriminatory advertising, statements and notices, 382 Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,

City of Pittsburgh

03-06-0361-8

4/10/2006

Disability - Physical,

302 - Discriminatory refusal to sell and negotiate for sale, 380 Discriminatory terms, conditions, privileges, or services and facilities,
450 - Discriminatory acts under Section 818 (coercion, Etc.),

City of Pittsburgh

03-06-0390-8

4/17/2006

Race - Black or AfricanAmerican,

312 - Discriminatory refusal to rent and negotiate for rental, 320 Discriminatory advertising, statements and notices, 382 Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,

No Cause

City of Pittsburgh

03-06-0433-8

4/27/2006

Race - Black or AfricanAmerican,

350 - Discriminatory financing (includes real estate transactions),

No Cause

City of Pittsburgh

03-06-0434-8

4/28/2006

Disability - Physical,

City of Pittsburgh

03-06-0518-8

6/9/2006

City of Pittsburgh

03-06-0676-8

8/25/2006

City of Pittsburgh

03-06-0539-8

7/3/2006

City of Pittsburgh

03-06-0541-8

7/6/2006

City of Pittsburgh

03-06-0542-8

7/6/2006

City of Pittsburgh

03-06-0559-8

7/7/2006

Race - Black or AfricanAmerican,
Disability - Mental, Disability Physical,
Race - Black or AfricanAmerican, Sex - Female,
Race - Black or AfricanAmerican, National Origin Other than Hispanic or Latino,
Race - Black or AfricanAmerican, National Origin Other than Hispanic or Latino,

Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice

Race - White,

380 - Discriminatory terms, conditions, privileges, or services and
facilities, 510 - Failure to make reasonable accommodation,
382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,
382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,
510 - Failure to make reasonable accommodation,
310 - Discriminatory refusal to rent, 320 - Discriminatory advertising,
statements and notices,

FHAP Judicial
Dismissal or No
Discrimination
Found
Conciliated/ Settled
Conciliated/ Settled
No Cause

382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,

No Cause

382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,

No Cause

380 - Discriminatory terms, conditions, privileges, or services and
facilities,

Conciliated/ Settled
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City of Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania

City of Pittsburgh

03-06-0632-8

7/28/2006

Disability - Physical,

310 - Discriminatory refusal to rent,

Conciliated/ Settled

382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,

Conciliated/ Settled

City of Pittsburgh

03-06-0629-8

7/26/2006

Race - Black or AfricanAmerican,

City of Pittsburgh

03-06-0614-8

7/14/2006

Retaliation

450 - Discriminatory acts under Section 818 (coercion, Etc.),

Administrative
Closure

City of Pittsburgh

03-06-0615-8

7/14/2006

Retaliation

450 - Discriminatory acts under Section 818 (coercion, Etc.),

Conciliated/ Settled

City of Pittsburgh

03-06-0680-8

8/30/2006

Familial Status - Under 18,

311 - Discriminatory refusal to negotiate for rental, 382 Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,

City of Pittsburgh

03-06-0682-8

8/31/2006

Familial Status - Under 18,

382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,

Conciliated/ Settled

382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,

No Cause

382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,

Conciliated/ Settled

Race - Black or AfricanAmerican,
Race - Black or AfricanAmerican,
Race - Black or AfricanAmerican,

City of Pittsburgh

03-06-0669-8

2/17/2006

City of Pittsburgh

03-06-0667-8

7/12/2006

City of Pittsburgh

03-06-0746-8

9/20/2006

City of Pittsburgh

03-07-0033-8

10/26/2006

Disability - Physical,

City of Pittsburgh

03-06-0743-8

9/29/2006

National Origin - Other than
Hispanic or Latino,

City of Pittsburgh

03-07-0045-8

11/4/2006

Disability - Physical,

City of Pittsburgh

03-06-0754-8

9/29/2006

City of Pittsburgh

03-07-0038-8

10/20/2006

City of Pittsburgh

03-07-0224-8

11/14/2006

Race - Black or AfricanAmerican, Familial Status Under 18, Sex - Female,
Race - Black or AfricanAmerican,
Disability - Physical,

City of Pittsburgh

03-07-0135-8

12/13/2006

Retaliation

City of Pittsburgh

03-07-0134-8

12/13/2006

Retaliation

City of Pittsburgh

03-07-0146-8

1/9/2007

Retaliation

City of Pittsburgh

03-07-0160-8

1/8/2007

City of Pittsburgh

03-07-0159-8

1/8/2007

Race - Black or AfricanAmerican, Familial Status Under 18, Sex - Female,
Race - Black or AfricanAmerican, Familial Status -

Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice

380 - Discriminatory terms, conditions, privileges, or services and
facilities,
450 - Discriminatory acts under Section 818 (coercion, Etc.), 510 Failure to make reasonable accommodation,

Administrative
Closure

Conciliated/ Settled
Conciliated/ Settled

382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,

Conciliated/ Settled

382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,
510 - Failure to make reasonable accommodation,

Conciliated/ Settled

312 - Discriminatory refusal to rent and negotiate for rental,

No Cause

312 - Discriminatory refusal to rent and negotiate for rental,

Conciliated/ Settled

382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,
380 - Discriminatory terms, conditions, privileges, or services and
facilities, 450 - Discriminatory acts under Section 818 (coercion,
Etc.),
320 - Discriminatory advertising, statements and notices, 380 Discriminatory terms, conditions, privileges, or services and facilities,
430 - Otherwise deny or make housing unavailable,
382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,
450 - Discriminatory acts under Section 818 (coercion, Etc.),

No Cause
Conciliated/ Settled

No Cause
Conciliated/ Settled

312 - Discriminatory refusal to rent and negotiate for rental, 430 Otherwise deny or make housing unavailable,

No Cause

380 - Discriminatory terms, conditions, privileges, or services and
facilities, 430 - Otherwise deny or make housing unavailable,

Conciliated/ Settled
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City of Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania
Under 18, Sex - Female,
Color,
City of Pittsburgh

03-07-0164-8

1/8/2007

Familial Status - Pregnant
Female, Sex - Female,

City of Pittsburgh

03-07-0168-8

1/8/2007

Sex - Female, Sex Harassment, Retaliation

City of Pittsburgh

03-07-0198-8

1/3/2007

City of Pittsburgh

03-07-0223-8

1/18/2007

City of Pittsburgh

03-07-0226-8

2/5/2007

Race - Black or AfricanAmerican, Sex - Female, Sex Male, Color,

City of Pittsburgh

03-07-0227-8

2/5/2007

Race - Black or AfricanAmerican,

City of Pittsburgh

03-07-0220-8

2/21/2007

City of Pittsburgh

03-07-0244-8

2/23/2007

City of Pittsburgh

03-07-0247-8

3/6/2007

Sex - Male,

City of Pittsburgh

03-07-0326-8

4/16/2007

National Origin - Other than
Hispanic or Latino, Religion,
Retaliation

City of Pittsburgh

03-07-0352-8

5/16/2007

Race - Black or AfricanAmerican,
Familial Status - Under 18,

National Origin - Other than
Hispanic or Latino,
National Origin - Other than
Hispanic or Latino, Religion,
Retaliation

Disability - Physical,
Race - Black or AfricanAmerican, Disability - Physical,
Race - Black or AfricanAmerican,

City of Pittsburgh

03-07-0453-8

4/25/2007

City of Pittsburgh

03-07-0476-8

5/20/2007

City of Pittsburgh

03-07-0361-8

5/22/2007

Disability - Physical,

City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh

03-07-0397-8
03-07-0401-8

6/18/2007
6/12/2007

Familial Status - Under 18,
Race - Black or African-
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320 - Discriminatory advertising, statements and notices, 380 Discriminatory terms, conditions, privileges, or services and facilities,
382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,
430 - Otherwise deny or make housing unavailable,
320 - Discriminatory advertising, statements and notices, 380 Discriminatory terms, conditions, privileges, or services and facilities,
440 - Other discriminatory acts, 450 - Discriminatory acts under
Section 818 (coercion, Etc.),
302 - Discriminatory refusal to sell and negotiate for sale,

Conciliated/ Settled

Conciliated/ Settled

No Cause

382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,
320 - Discriminatory advertising, statements and notices, 380 Discriminatory terms, conditions, privileges, or services and facilities,
430 - Otherwise deny or make housing unavailable, 450 Discriminatory acts under Section 818 (coercion, Etc.),
320 - Discriminatory advertising, statements and notices, 380 Discriminatory terms, conditions, privileges, or services and facilities,
430 - Otherwise deny or make housing unavailable, 450 Discriminatory acts under Section 818 (coercion, Etc.),

Conciliated/ Settled

382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,

Conciliated/ Settled

Conciliated/ Settled

Conciliated/ Settled

380 - Discriminatory terms, conditions, privileges, or services and
facilities, 430 - Otherwise deny or make housing unavailable,

Administrative
Closure

382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,

Administrative
Closure

380 - Discriminatory terms, conditions, privileges, or services and
facilities, 430 - Otherwise deny or make housing unavailable, 450 Discriminatory acts under Section 818 (coercion, Etc.),

Administrative
Closure

510 - Failure to make reasonable accommodation,

Conciliated/ Settled

310 - Discriminatory refusal to rent,

Administrative
Closure

300 - Discriminatory refusal to sell,

No Cause

310 - Discriminatory refusal to rent, 382 - Discrimination in
terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental, 510 - Failure to make
reasonable accommodation,
382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,
380 - Discriminatory terms, conditions, privileges, or services and

Conciliated/ Settled
Conciliated/ Settled
Conciliated/ Settled
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City of Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania
American,
Race - Black or AfricanAmerican,
Race - Black or AfricanAmerican,
National Origin - Hispanic or
Latino,
Race - Black or AfricanAmerican, Color, Retaliation

City of Pittsburgh

03-07-0493-8

7/10/2007

City of Pittsburgh

03-07-0506-8

7/5/2007

City of Pittsburgh

03-07-0444-8

7/11/2007

City of Pittsburgh

03-07-0502-8

7/12/2007

City of Pittsburgh

03-07-0534-8

7/19/2007

Disability - Mental,

City of Pittsburgh

03-07-0530-8

7/18/2007

Disability - Physical,

City of Pittsburgh

03-07-0541-8

7/24/2007

Disability - Physical,

facilities,
380 - Discriminatory terms, conditions, privileges, or services and
facilities,
380 - Discriminatory terms, conditions, privileges, or services and
facilities,
382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,
380 - Discriminatory terms, conditions, privileges, or services and
facilities, 430 - Otherwise deny or make housing unavailable,
320 - Discriminatory advertising, statements and notices, 430 Otherwise deny or make housing unavailable, 510 - Failure to make
reasonable accommodation,
312 - Discriminatory refusal to rent and negotiate for rental, 380 Discriminatory terms, conditions, privileges, or services and facilities,
430 - Otherwise deny or make housing unavailable, 510 - Failure to
make reasonable accommodation,
510 - Failure to make reasonable accommodation,
312 - Discriminatory refusal to rent and negotiate for rental, 320 Discriminatory advertising, statements and notices, 332 - False
denial or representation of availability - rental, 430 - Otherwise deny
or make housing unavailable,
320 - Discriminatory advertising, statements and notices, 350 Discriminatory financing (includes real estate transactions), 351 Discrimination in the making of loans, 353 - Discrimination in the
terms/conditions for making loans, 380 - Discriminatory terms,
conditions, privileges, or services and facilities, 422 - Redlining mortgage, 430 - Otherwise deny or make housing unavailable,
380 - Discriminatory terms, conditions, privileges, or services and
facilities, 384 - Discrimination in services and facilities relating to
rental, 430 - Otherwise deny or make housing unavailable,
312 - Discriminatory refusal to rent and negotiate for rental, 380 Discriminatory terms, conditions, privileges, or services and facilities,
430 - Otherwise deny or make housing unavailable, 510 - Failure to
make reasonable accommodation,
310 - Discriminatory refusal to rent, 320 - Discriminatory advertising,
statements and notices,

No Cause
No Cause
Conciliated/ Settled
Conciliated/ Settled
No Cause

Conciliated/ Settled
Conciliated/ Settled

City of Pittsburgh

03-07-0653-8

9/6/2007

Race - Black or AfricanAmerican,

City of Pittsburgh

03-07-0607-8

8/15/2007

Race - Black or AfricanAmerican,

City of Pittsburgh

03-07-0608-8

8/14/2007

National Origin - Other than
Hispanic or Latino, Color,

City of Pittsburgh

03-07-0606-8

8/16/2007

Disability - Physical,

City of Pittsburgh

03-08-0047-8

10/23/2007

Familial Status - Under 18,

City of Pittsburgh

03-08-0056-8

11/1/2007

Disability - Physical, National
Origin - Other than Hispanic or
Latino,

382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,
510 - Failure to make reasonable accommodation,

Conciliated/ Settled

City of Pittsburgh

03-08-0033-8

10/12/2007

Sex - Female,

312 - Discriminatory refusal to rent and negotiate for rental, 320 Discriminatory advertising, statements and notices, 382 -

No Cause

Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice

Conciliated/ Settled

No Cause

No Cause

No Cause

Conciliated/ Settled
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City of Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania
Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental, 430 Otherwise deny or make housing unavailable,
City of Pittsburgh

03-08-0043-8

10/19/2007

Familial Status - Under 18,
National Origin - Other than
Hispanic or Latino, Sex Female, Color,

City of Pittsburgh

03-08-0140-8

11/20/2007

Disability - Physical,

City of Pittsburgh

03-08-0130-8

11/16/2007

Disability - Mental,

City of Pittsburgh

03-08-0144-8

12/10/2007

Familial Status - Under 18,

City of Pittsburgh

03-08-0201-8

1/2/2008

City of Pittsburgh

03-08-0202-8

1/4/2008

City of Pittsburgh

03-08-0207-8

1/7/2008

Disability - Physical,
Race - Black or AfricanAmerican,
Disability - Physical,

City of Pittsburgh

03-08-0219-8

1/18/2008

Disability - Physical,

380 - Discriminatory terms, conditions, privileges, or services and
facilities,

Conciliated/ Settled

380 - Discriminatory terms, conditions, privileges, or services and
facilities,

Conciliated/ Settled

510 - Failure to make reasonable accommodation,

Conciliated/ Settled

312 - Discriminatory refusal to rent and negotiate for rental, 320 Discriminatory advertising, statements and notices,
471 - Failure to provide an accessible building entrance,

Conciliated/ Settled
Conciliated/ Settled

382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,

Conciliated/ Settled

382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,

Conciliated/ Settled

310 - Discriminatory refusal to rent,

Conciliated/ Settled

380 - Discriminatory terms, conditions, privileges, or services and
facilities, 430 - Otherwise deny or make housing unavailable, 510 Failure to make reasonable accommodation,

City of Pittsburgh

03-08-0220-8

1/28/2008

Retaliation

City of Pittsburgh

03-08-0313-8

3/25/2008

Race - Black or AfricanAmerican, Sex - Male,

311 - Discriminatory refusal to negotiate for rental,

City of Pittsburgh

03-08-0269-8

2/14/2008

Race - Black and White,

382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,

Conciliated/ Settled

City of Pittsburgh

03-08-0324-8

3/12/2008

Disability - Mental,

382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,

Administrative
Closure

City of Pittsburgh

03-08-0345-8

3/31/2008

Race - Black or AfricanAmerican, Familial Status Under 18,

310 - Discriminatory refusal to rent, 330 - False denial or
representation of availability,

Administrative
Closure

City of Pittsburgh

03-08-0337-8

4/10/2008

City of Pittsburgh

03-08-0430-8

6/10/2008

City of Pittsburgh

03-08-0383-8

4/25/2008

City of Pittsburgh

03-08-0397-8

4/28/2008

Disability - Physical,
Retaliation
Race - Black or AfricanAmerican,
Race - Black or AfricanAmerican, Familial Status Under 18,
Race - Black or AfricanAmerican, Familial Status Under 18, Sex - Female,
Color,

Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice

380 - Discriminatory terms, conditions, privileges, or services and
facilities, 430 - Otherwise deny or make housing unavailable, 450 Discriminatory acts under Section 818 (coercion, Etc.), 472 - Failure
to provide accessible and usable public and common user areas, 510
- Failure to make reasonable accommodation,
310 - Discriminatory refusal to rent, 311 - Discriminatory refusal to
negotiate for rental,
312 - Discriminatory refusal to rent and negotiate for rental, 320 Discriminatory advertising, statements and notices, 430 - Otherwise
deny or make housing unavailable,
312 - Discriminatory refusal to rent and negotiate for rental, 320 Discriminatory advertising, statements and notices, 430 - Otherwise
deny or make housing unavailable,

No Cause
Administrative
Closure

Conciliated/ Settled

Conciliated/ Settled
Conciliated/ Settled

Conciliated/ Settled
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City of Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania

City of Pittsburgh

03-08-0416-8

5/20/2008

Retaliation

City of Pittsburgh

03-08-0523-8

8/4/2008

City of Pittsburgh

03-08-0492-8

7/15/2008

City of Pittsburgh

03-08-0551-8

8/12/2008

Sex - Male, Retaliation

City of Pittsburgh

03-08-0552-8

8/13/2008

Retaliation

City of Pittsburgh

03-08-0571-8

8/15/2008

Familial Status - Under 18,
Sex - Female, Color,
Retaliation

City of Pittsburgh

03-08-0573-8

8/18/2008

Disability - Physical,

City of Pittsburgh

03-08-0584-8

9/8/2008

Retaliation

City of Pittsburgh

03-09-0094-8

12/2/2008

City of Pittsburgh

03-08-0598-8

9/15/2008

City of Pittsburgh

03-08-0639-8

9/29/2008

Sex - Female, Sex Harassment,

City of Pittsburgh

03-09-0003-8

10/3/2008

Disability - Physical,

City of Pittsburgh

03-09-0017-8

10/1/2008

Disability - Physical,

City of Pittsburgh

03-09-0068-8

11/19/2008

City of Pittsburgh

03-09-0124-8

12/15/2008

City of Pittsburgh

03-09-0125-8

12/15/2008

City of Pittsburgh

03-09-0158-8

1/14/2009

Race - Black or AfricanAmerican,
Familial Status - Having
Custody,

Race - Black or AfricanAmerican,
Disability - Physical, National
Origin - Other than Hispanic or
Latino, Religion,

Disability - Mental, Disability Physical,
Disability - Mental, Disability Physical,
Race - White, Disability Mental,
Race - Black or AfricanAmerican,

Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice

380 - Discriminatory terms, conditions, privileges, or services and
facilities,

No Cause

420 - Redlining,

No Cause

382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,
380 - Discriminatory terms, conditions, privileges, or services and
facilities, 430 - Otherwise deny or make housing unavailable, 480 Discriminatory acts under Section 901 (criminal),
380 - Discriminatory terms, conditions, privileges, or services and
facilities,
380 - Discriminatory terms, conditions, privileges, or services and
facilities, 430 - Otherwise deny or make housing unavailable, 450 Discriminatory acts under Section 818 (coercion, Etc.),
380 - Discriminatory terms, conditions, privileges, or services and
facilities, 430 - Otherwise deny or make housing unavailable, 510 Failure to make reasonable accommodation,
380 - Discriminatory terms, conditions, privileges, or services and
facilities, 430 - Otherwise deny or make housing unavailable, 510 Failure to make reasonable accommodation,
310 - Discriminatory refusal to rent, 322 - Discriminatory
advertisement - rental,
384 - Discrimination in services and facilities relating to rental,
382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,
430 - Otherwise deny or make housing unavailable, 450 Discriminatory acts under Section 818 (coercion, Etc.),
380 - Discriminatory terms, conditions, privileges, or services and
facilities, 450 - Discriminatory acts under Section 818 (coercion,
Etc.), 500 - Failure to permit reasonable modification, 510 - Failure to
make reasonable accommodation,
380 - Discriminatory terms, conditions, privileges, or services and
facilities,
510 - Failure to make reasonable accommodation,
380 - Discriminatory terms, conditions, privileges, or services and
facilities, 510 - Failure to make reasonable accommodation,
380 - Discriminatory terms, conditions, privileges, or services and
facilities, 510 - Failure to make reasonable accommodation,
450 - Discriminatory acts under Section 818 (coercion, Etc.),

Conciliated/ Settled
No Cause
Administrative
Closure
Conciliated/ Settled

Conciliated/ Settled

No Cause
No Cause
No Cause

Conciliated/ Settled

Conciliated/ Settled

Conciliated/ Settled
Conciliated/ Settled
No Cause
No Cause
No Cause
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City of Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania

City of Pittsburgh

03-09-0160-8

1/14/2009

City of Pittsburgh

03-09-0222-8

2/5/2009

City of Pittsburgh

03-09-0260-8

3/26/2009

City of Pittsburgh

03-09-0266-8

3/10/2009

City of Pittsburgh

03-09-0267-8

3/10/2009

City of Pittsburgh

03-09-0273-8

3/16/2009

City of Pittsburgh

03-09-0329-8

4/28/2009

City of Pittsburgh

03-09-0356-8

5/13/2009

City of Pittsburgh

03-09-0400-8

6/10/2009

City of Pittsburgh

03-09-0389-8

6/5/2009

City of Pittsburgh

03-09-0425-8

6/17/2009

City of Pittsburgh

03-09-0426-8

6/17/2009

City of Pittsburgh

03-09-0508-8

8/10/2009

City of Pittsburgh

03-09-0526-8

8/14/2009

City of Pittsburgh

03-09-0527-8

8/14/2009

City of Pittsburgh

03-09-0524-8

8/14/2009

City of Pittsburgh

03-09-0553-8

8/19/2009

City of Pittsburgh

03-10-0203-8

3/3/2010

Race - Black or AfricanAmerican,
National Origin - Hispanic or
Latino,
Disability - Physical,
Race - Black or AfricanAmerican, Disability - Physical,
Race - Black or AfricanAmerican,
Familial Status - Under 18,
Sex - Female,
Race - Black or AfricanAmerican,
Sex - Female, Sex Harassment,
Race - Black or AfricanAmerican,
Race - Black or AfricanAmerican,
Race - Black or AfricanAmerican, Disability - Mental,
Familial Status - Under 18,
Sex - Female,
Race - Black or AfricanAmerican, Disability - Mental,
Familial Status - Under 18,
Sex - Female,
Disability - Mental,
Familial Status - Under 18,
National Origin - Other than
Hispanic or Latino,
Race - Black or AfricanAmerican,
Disability - Physical,
Race - Black or AfricanAmerican,
Race - Black or AfricanAmerican, Disability - Mental,

Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice

450 - Discriminatory acts under Section 818 (coercion, Etc.),

No Cause

382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,

Conciliated/ Settled

310 - Discriminatory refusal to rent, 320 - Discriminatory advertising,
statements
and
notices,
382
Discrimination
in
terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,

Conciliated/ Settled

382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,

Administrative
Closure

382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,

Conciliated/ Settled

350 - Discriminatory financing (includes real estate transactions),

No Cause

382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,

Conciliated/ Settled

382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,

Conciliated/ Settled

350 - Discriminatory financing (includes real estate transactions),

Conciliated/ Settled

382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,

Conciliated/ Settled

382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,

No Cause

382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,

No Cause

382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,
510 - Failure to make reasonable accommodation,

Conciliated/ Settled

382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,

Conciliated/ Settled

310 - Discriminatory refusal to rent,
510 - Failure to make reasonable accommodation,
380 - Discriminatory terms, conditions, privileges, or services and
facilities,
310 - Discriminatory refusal to rent, 382 - Discrimination in
terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,

No Cause
Conciliated/ Settled
Conciliated/ Settled
No Cause
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City of Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania
Disability - Physical, Sex Female,
City of Pittsburgh

03-10-0044-8

11/4/2009

Disability - Mental,

510 - Failure to make reasonable accommodation,

Conciliated/ Settled

City of Pittsburgh

03-09-0593-8

9/14/2009

Disability - Physical,

510 - Failure to make reasonable accommodation,

No Cause

City of Pittsburgh

03-10-0031-8

10/27/2009

Disability - Physical,

310 - Discriminatory refusal to rent,

City of Pittsburgh

03-10-0047-8

11/6/2009

Sex - Female, Sex Harassment,

382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,

City of Pittsburgh

03-10-0040-8

11/3/2009

Disability - Physical,

510 - Failure to make reasonable accommodation,

City of Pittsburgh

03-10-0070-8

11/9/2009

Disability - Physical,

510 - Failure to make reasonable accommodation,

No Cause

City of Pittsburgh

03-10-0056-8

11/17/2009

Disability - Physical,

311 - Discriminatory refusal to negotiate for rental,

Conciliated/ Settled

City of Pittsburgh

03-10-0081-8

12/7/2009

Disability - Mental,

510 - Failure to make reasonable accommodation,

Conciliated/ Settled

City of Pittsburgh

03-10-0108-8

12/4/2009

Disability - Mental,

382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,

Conciliated/ Settled

City of Pittsburgh

03-10-0109-8

12/8/2009

City of Pittsburgh

03-10-0155-8

2/2/2010

City of Pittsburgh

03-10-0157-8

1/14/2010

City of Pittsburgh

03-10-0158-8

1/26/2010

City of Pittsburgh

03-10-0196-8

City of Pittsburgh

03-10-0188-8

City of Pittsburgh

Race - White, Disability Mental, Disability - Physical,
National Origin - Other than
Hispanic or Latino,
Race - Asian, Disability Physical,

382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,
510 - Failure to make reasonable accommodation,
382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,

Conciliated/ Settled
No Cause
Administrative
Closure

No Cause
Administrative
Closure

500 - Failure to permit reasonable modification,

Conciliated/ Settled

Disability - Physical,

382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,

Conciliated/ Settled

2/16/2010

Disability - Mental,

382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,

No Cause

2/17/2010

Disability - Physical,

510 - Failure to make reasonable accommodation,

No Cause

03-10-0189-8

2/17/2010

Disability - Physical,

510 - Failure to make reasonable accommodation,

Conciliated/ Settled

City of Pittsburgh

03-10-0187-8

2/17/2010

Disability - Physical,

510 - Failure to make reasonable accommodation,

Conciliated/ Settled

City of Pittsburgh

03-10-0211-8

3/5/2010

Disability - Physical,

510 - Failure to make reasonable accommodation,

Conciliated/ Settled

City of Pittsburgh

03-10-0216-8

3/8/2010

Disability - Physical,

City of Pittsburgh

03-10-0210-8

3/5/2010

Disability - Physical,

City of Pittsburgh

03-10-0251-8

4/5/2010

Sex - Male,

City of Pittsburgh

03-10-0292-8

5/5/2010

Familial Status - Under 18,

City of Pittsburgh

03-10-0253-8

3/25/2010

Disability - Physical,

City of Pittsburgh

03-10-0259-8

4/7/2010

Disability - Mental,

Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice

310 - Discriminatory refusal to rent, 510 - Failure to make reasonable
accommodation,
382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,
450 - Discriminatory acts under Section 818 (coercion, Etc.),
382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,
310 - Discriminatory refusal to rent, 320 - Discriminatory advertising,
statements and notices,
510 - Failure to make reasonable accommodation,
510 - Failure to make reasonable accommodation,

Conciliated/ Settled
No Cause
Administrative
Closure
No Cause
No Cause
Administrative
Closure
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City of Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania
City of Pittsburgh

03-10-0283-8

4/28/2010

Familial Status - Under 18,
Disability - Mental, Disability Physical,
Disability - Physical,

City of Pittsburgh

03-10-0277-8

4/23/2010

City of Pittsburgh

03-10-0280-8

1/14/2010

City of Pittsburgh

03-10-0290-8

5/3/2010

National Origin - Other than
Hispanic or Latino, Religion,

City of Pittsburgh

03-10-0306-8

5/4/2010

City of Pittsburgh

03-10-0336-8

5/13/2010

310 - Discriminatory refusal to rent,

No Cause

510 - Failure to make reasonable accommodation,

Conciliated/ Settled

510 - Failure to make reasonable accommodation,
310 - Discriminatory refusal to rent, 320 - Discriminatory advertising,
statements and notices, 380 - Discriminatory terms, conditions,
privileges, or services and facilities,

Conciliated/ Settled

Disability - Mental,

510 - Failure to make reasonable accommodation,

Conciliated/ Settled

Disability - Physical,

510 - Failure to make reasonable accommodation,

Conciliated/ Settled

382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,

Conciliated/ Settled

Administrative
Closure

City of Pittsburgh

03-10-0326-8

5/21/2010

City of Pittsburgh

03-10-0325-8

5/21/2010

City of Pittsburgh

03-10-0388-8

6/22/2010

City of Pittsburgh

03-10-0392-8

6/3/2010

Disability - Mental, Disability Physical,
Disability - Mental,
Race - Black or AfricanAmerican, Familial Status Under 18,
Disability - Mental,

City of Pittsburgh

03-10-0437-8

7/16/2010

Disability - Physical, Religion,

City of Pittsburgh

03-10-0429-8

7/8/2010

Race - White,

City of Pittsburgh

03-10-0423-8

3/29/2010

Sex - Male,

City of Pittsburgh

03-10-0497-8

8/18/2010

Disability - Physical,

City of Pittsburgh

03-10-0477-8

7/20/2010

City of Pittsburgh

03-10-0490-8

8/16/2010

City of Pittsburgh

03-10-0508-8

8/25/2010

City of Pittsburgh

03-11-0016-8

10/13/2010

Disability - Mental,

City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh

03-10-0559-8
03-10-0560-8

9/9/2010
9/10/2010

Disability - Mental, Religion,
Race - White,

City of Pittsburgh

03-10-0567-8

9/18/2010

Disability - Physical,

City of Pittsburgh

03-10-0582-8

9/28/2010

Disability - Physical,

382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,

City of Pittsburgh

03-11-0014-8

10/5/2010

Disability - Physical,

382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,

Conciliated/ Settled

City of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh

03-11-0035-8
03-11-0061-8

10/1/2010
11/4/2010

Disability - Mental, Religion,
Race - Black or African-

310 - Discriminatory refusal to rent,
382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,

Open
Administrative

Race - Black or AfricanAmerican,
Disability - Mental, Disability Physical,
Disability - Mental, Disability Physical,

Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice

510 - Failure to make reasonable accommodation,

No Cause

330 - False denial or representation of availability,

No Cause

382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,
382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,
510 - Failure to make reasonable accommodation,
382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,
384 - Discrimination in services and facilities relating to rental,
312 - Discriminatory refusal to rent and negotiate for rental, 320 Discriminatory advertising, statements and notices, 382 Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,
310 - Discriminatory refusal to rent,
382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,
510 - Failure to make reasonable accommodation,
382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,

Conciliated/ Settled
No Cause
No Cause
No Cause
Conciliated/ Settled
No Cause
Administrative
Closure
No Cause

510 - Failure to make reasonable accommodation,

Conciliated/ Settled

382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,
384 - Discrimination in services and facilities relating to rental,
380 - Discriminatory terms, conditions, privileges, or services and
facilities,

No Cause
Conciliated/ Settled
Administrative
Closure
Administrative
Closure
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City of Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania
American,
Disability - Physical,
Disability - Mental, Disability Physical,
Sex - Female, Sex Harassment,

382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,

Closure
Conciliated/ Settled

310 - Discriminatory refusal to rent,

Conciliated/ Settled

City of Pittsburgh

03-11-0057-8

11/16/2010

City of Pittsburgh

03-11-0096-8

11/30/2010

City of Pittsburgh

03-11-0109-8

12/6/2010

City of Pittsburgh

03-11-0102-8

12/16/2010

Disability - Physical,

City of Pittsburgh

03-11-0101-8

12/16/2010

Disability - Physical,

City of Pittsburgh

03-11-0112-8

12/6/2010

Disability - Mental,

City of Pittsburgh

03-11-0142-8

1/26/2011

National Origin - Other than
Hispanic or Latino,

City of Pittsburgh

03-11-0156-8

1/25/2011

Race - Black or AfricanAmerican,

382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,

City of Pittsburgh

03-11-0222-8

2/25/2011

Race - Black and White,

380 - Discriminatory terms, conditions, privileges, or services and
facilities,

City of Pittsburgh

03-11-0205-8

3/15/2011

Familial Status - Under 18,

City of Pittsburgh

03-11-0234-8

3/21/2011

City of Pittsburgh

03-11-0207-8

3/22/2011

City of Pittsburgh

03-11-0226-8

3/25/2011

Race - Black or AfricanAmerican, Disability - Mental,
Race - Black or AfricanAmerican, Disability - Mental,
Disability - Physical,
Retaliation

City of Pittsburgh

03-11-0215-8

3/29/2011

Disability - Mental,

City of Pittsburgh

03-11-0231-8

2/10/2011

Race - White,

City of Pittsburgh

03-11-0228-8

4/6/2011

Disability - Mental,

City of Pittsburgh

03-11-0277-8

5/4/2011

City of Pittsburgh

03-11-0273-8

5/9/2011

310 - Discriminatory refusal to rent, 510 - Failure to make reasonable
accommodation,
310 - Discriminatory refusal to rent, 510 - Failure to make reasonable
accommodation,
510 - Failure to make reasonable accommodation,
310 - Discriminatory refusal to rent, 320 - Discriminatory advertising,
statements and notices, 332 - False denial or representation of
availability - rental,

382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,
310 - Discriminatory refusal to rent,

No Cause
Conciliated/ Settled
No Cause
No Cause
Conciliated/ Settled
Conciliated/ Settled
No Cause
Conciliated/ Settled
No Cause

382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,
510 - Failure to make reasonable accommodation,

Conciliated/ Settled

450 - Discriminatory acts under Section 818 (coercion, Etc.),

Conciliated/ Settled

310 - Discriminatory refusal to rent, 382 - Discrimination in
terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental, 450 - Discriminatory
acts under Section 818 (coercion, Etc.),
382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,

Conciliated/ Settled
Conciliated/ Settled

510 - Failure to make reasonable accommodation,

Conciliated/ Settled

Disability - Physical,

310 - Discriminatory refusal to rent,

Conciliated/ Settled

Disability - Physical,

510 - Failure to make reasonable accommodation,

Conciliated/ Settled

City of Pittsburgh

03-11-0292-8

5/24/2011

Disability - Mental,

City of Pittsburgh

03-11-0360-8

7/6/2011

City of Pittsburgh

03-11-0358-8

6/23/2011

City of Pittsburgh

03-11-0401-8

8/3/2011

City of Pittsburgh

03-11-0361-8

7/7/2011

Disability - Physical,
Race - Black or AfricanAmerican, Disability - Physical,
Disability - Mental, Disability Physical,
Race - Black or African-

Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice

382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,

382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,
510 - Failure to make reasonable accommodation,
500 - Failure to permit reasonable modification,
382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,
380 - Discriminatory terms, conditions, privileges, or services and
facilities,
310 - Discriminatory refusal to rent,

No Cause
Conciliated/ Settled
No Cause
Open
FHAP Judicial
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City of Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania
American,

Race - Black or AfricanAmerican,
Race - Black or AfricanAmerican,

City of Pittsburgh

03-11-0405-8

7/20/2011

City of Pittsburgh

03-11-0427-8

8/11/2011

City of Pittsburgh

03-11-0441-8

7/27/2011

Retaliation

City of Pittsburgh

03-11-0457-8

9/16/2011

Disability - Mental, Disability Physical,

City of Pittsburgh

03-11-0485-8

9/21/2011

Race - Asian, National Origin Other than Hispanic or Latino,

City of Pittsburgh

03-12-0013-8

10/11/2011

Disability - Physical,

Dismissal or No
Discrimination
Found
382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,

Conciliated/ Settled

382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,

Administrative
Closure

382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,
450 - Discriminatory acts under Section 818 (coercion, Etc.),
310 - Discriminatory refusal to rent, 320 - Discriminatory advertising,
statements
and
notices,
382
Discrimination
in
terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental, 510 - Failure to make
reasonable accommodation,
310 - Discriminatory refusal to rent,
382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,
380 - Discriminatory terms, conditions, privileges, or services and
facilities,
380 - Discriminatory terms, conditions, privileges, or services and
facilities,

No Cause

Conciliated/ Settled
FHAP Judicial
Consent Order or
Discrimination
Found
Conciliated/ Settled

City of Pittsburgh

03-12-0028-8

10/11/2011

Disability - Physical,

City of Pittsburgh

03-12-0099-8

11/3/2011

Disability - Mental,

City of Pittsburgh

03-12-0073-8

11/14/2011

Disability - Physical,

City of Pittsburgh

03-12-0163-8

1/1/2012

Race - White,

450 - Discriminatory acts under Section 818 (coercion, Etc.),

City of Pittsburgh

03-12-0166-8

1/31/2012

Race - White,

450 - Discriminatory acts under Section 818 (coercion, Etc.),

City of Pittsburgh

03-12-0167-8

3/23/2012

Disability - Physical,

510 - Failure to make reasonable accommodation,

City of Pittsburgh

03-12-0158-8

1/13/2012

Disability - Physical,

382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,

No Cause

City of Pittsburgh

03-12-0159-8

1/13/2012

Disability - Physical,

382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,

No Cause

383 - Discrimination in services and facilities relating to sale, 510 Failure to make reasonable accommodation,

No Cause

City of Pittsburgh

03-12-0155-8

1/19/2012

Religion,

City of Pittsburgh

03-12-0170-8

2/6/2012

Race - Black or AfricanAmerican,

City of Pittsburgh

03-12-0182-8

3/29/2012

Disability - Physical,

City of Pittsburgh

03-12-0224-8

4/30/2012

Familial Status - Under 18,

City of Pittsburgh

03-12-0181-8

3/6/2012

Retaliation

Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice

382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,

Conciliated/ Settled
No Cause
Administrative
Closure
Administrative
Closure
Administrative
Closure
Conciliated/ Settled

381 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to sale,

Conciliated/ Settled

382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,

Conciliated/ Settled

380 - Discriminatory terms, conditions, privileges, or services and
facilities,
382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,

No Cause
Conciliated/ Settled
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City of Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania

City of Pittsburgh

03-12-0267-8

5/30/2012

Disability - Physical,

City of Pittsburgh

03-12-0263-8

5/21/2012

Familial Status - Under 18,

City of Pittsburgh

03-12-0200-8

3/6/2012

Religion,

City of Pittsburgh

03-12-0227-8

4/4/2012

Familial Status - Under 18,
Disability - Mental, Disability Physical,
Disability - Mental, Disability Physical,
Race - Black or AfricanAmerican, Familial Status Under 18, National Origin Other than Hispanic or Latino,

City of Pittsburgh

03-12-0226-8

4/4/2012

City of Pittsburgh

03-12-0348-8

7/16/2012

City of Pittsburgh

03-12-0276-8

4/30/2012

City of Pittsburgh

03-12-0273-8

6/1/2012

Disability - Physical,

City of Pittsburgh

03-12-0301-8

5/15/2012

Race - Black or AfricanAmerican,

City of Pittsburgh

03-12-0358-8

7/24/2012

Disability - Physical,

City of Pittsburgh

03-12-0337-8

7/11/2012

Disability - Physical,

City of Pittsburgh

03-12-0349-8

6/21/2012

Disability - Physical,

City of Pittsburgh

03-12-0439-8

9/21/2012

National Origin - Other than
Hispanic or Latino,

City of Pittsburgh

03-12-0396-8

7/12/2012

Race - Black or AfricanAmerican, Disability - Mental,

City of Pittsburgh

03-13-0080-8

12/18/2012

Disability - Mental,

City of Pittsburgh

03-12-0412-8

7/31/2012

Disability - Physical,

City of Pittsburgh

03-13-0044-8

11/14/2012

Disability - Physical,

City of Pittsburgh

03-13-0043-8

11/14/2012

Disability - Physical,

City of Pittsburgh

03-12-0420-8

8/24/2012

Disability - Mental, Disability Physical,

City of Pittsburgh

03-12-0428-8

8/27/2012

Retaliation

City of Pittsburgh

03-12-0427-8

8/20/2012

Disability - Physical,

Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice

510 - Failure to make reasonable accommodation,

No Cause

311 - Discriminatory refusal to negotiate for rental, 320 Discriminatory advertising, statements and notices,
510 - Failure to make reasonable accommodation,

Administrative
Closure
No Cause

312 - Discriminatory refusal to rent and negotiate for rental,

Conciliated/ Settled

510 - Failure to make reasonable accommodation,

No Cause

510 - Failure to make reasonable accommodation,

Conciliated/ Settled

380 - Discriminatory terms, conditions, privileges, or services and
facilities,

No Cause

382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,
510 - Failure to make reasonable accommodation,

Conciliated/ Settled

382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,

Conciliated/ Settled

310 - Discriminatory refusal to rent, 382 - Discrimination in
terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,
310 - Discriminatory refusal to rent, 382 - Discrimination in
terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,
510 - Failure to make reasonable accommodation,

Conciliated/ Settled
Conciliated/ Settled
Conciliated/ Settled

310 - Discriminatory refusal to rent, 382 - Discrimination in
terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,

No Cause

382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,

No Cause

382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,
510 - Failure to make reasonable accommodation,

Conciliated/ Settled

510 - Failure to make reasonable accommodation,

Conciliated/ Settled

310 - Discriminatory refusal to rent, 382 - Discrimination
terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental, 430 - Otherwise deny
make housing unavailable,
310 - Discriminatory refusal to rent, 382 - Discrimination
terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental, 430 - Otherwise deny
make housing unavailable,
310 - Discriminatory refusal to rent,

in
or
in
or

Administrative
Closure
Administrative
Closure
Conciliated/ Settled

382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,

No Cause

510 - Failure to make reasonable accommodation,

No Cause
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City of Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania
380 - Discriminatory terms, conditions, privileges, or services and
facilities, 510 - Failure to make reasonable accommodation,

Conciliated/ Settled

382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,

Conciliated/ Settled

City of Pittsburgh

03-12-0431-8

10/17/2012

Disability - Mental,

City of Pittsburgh

03-13-0016-8

10/5/2012

Race - Black or AfricanAmerican,

City of Pittsburgh

03-13-0079-8

12/17/2012

Familial Status - Under 18,

City of Pittsburgh

03-13-0096-8

11/30/2012

Retaliation

City of Pittsburgh

03-13-0181-8

1/4/2013

Disability - Physical,

310 - Discriminatory refusal to rent, 382 - Discrimination in
terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,

City of Pittsburgh

03-13-0381-8

8/27/2013

Disability - Physical,

510 - Failure to make reasonable accommodation,

No Cause

310 - Discriminatory refusal to rent, 382 - Discrimination in
terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,

No Cause

310 - Discriminatory refusal to rent, 382 - Discrimination in
terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,

No Cause

380 - Discriminatory terms, conditions, privileges, or services and
facilities, 510 - Failure to make reasonable accommodation,

Conciliated/ Settled

Familial Status - Pregnant
Female, Familial Status Under 18,
Familial Status - Pregnant
Female, Familial Status Under 18,

City of Pittsburgh

03-13-0386-8

9/3/2013

City of Pittsburgh

03-13-0401-8

9/19/2013

City of Pittsburgh

03-13-0315-8

7/17/2013

Disability - Physical,

City of Pittsburgh

03-13-0355-8

8/7/2013

Sex - Male,

City of Pittsburgh

03-13-0354-8

8/7/2013

Disability - Physical,
Retaliation

City of Pittsburgh

03-13-0359-8

8/9/2013

Disability - Physical,

City of Pittsburgh

03-13-0341-8

5/2/2013

Retaliation

City of Pittsburgh

03-13-0397-8

9/18/2013

Disability - Mental,

City of Pittsburgh

03-14-0179-8

4/4/2014

Disability - Physical,

City of Pittsburgh

03-14-0223-8

12/10/2013

Race - Black or AfricanAmerican, Sex - Male,

City of Pittsburgh

03-14-0243-8

1/14/2014

Disability - Physical,

City of Pittsburgh

03-14-0166-8

3/28/2014

Disability - Physical,

City of Pittsburgh

03-14-0163-8

3/26/2014

Disability - Physical,

Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice

310 - Discriminatory refusal to rent, 382 - Discrimination in
terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,

No Cause

382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,

No Cause

382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,
310 - Discriminatory refusal to rent, 380 - Discriminatory terms,
conditions, privileges, or services and facilities, 450 - Discriminatory
acts under Section 818 (coercion, Etc.), 510 - Failure to make
reasonable accommodation,
450 - Discriminatory acts under Section 818 (coercion, Etc.),
382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,
450 - Discriminatory acts under Section 818 (coercion, Etc.),
382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,
510 - Failure to make reasonable accommodation,
380 - Discriminatory terms, conditions, privileges, or services and
facilities, 510 - Failure to make reasonable accommodation,
312 - Discriminatory refusal to rent and negotiate for rental, 382 Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,
310 - Discriminatory refusal to rent, 320 - Discriminatory advertising,
statements
and
notices,
382
Discrimination
in
terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,
320 - Discriminatory advertising, statements and notices, 430 Otherwise deny or make housing unavailable, 460 - Using
ordinances to discriminate in zoning and land use,
510 - Failure to make reasonable accommodation,

Conciliated/ Settled

Administrative
Closure
Conciliated/ Settled
Conciliated/ Settled
No Cause
Conciliated/ Settled
Open
Open
Open

Open
Conciliated/ Settled
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City of Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania

City of Pittsburgh

03-14-0177-8

4/2/2014

Disability - Mental,

510 - Failure to make reasonable accommodation,

City of Pittsburgh

03-14-0176-8

3/31/2014

City of Pittsburgh

03-14-0342-8

4/1/2014

Disability - Physical,
Retaliation

City of Pittsburgh

03-14-0338-8

8/4/2014

Disability - Mental, Disability Physical,

City of Pittsburgh

03-14-0296-8

6/16/2014

Disability - Physical,

310 - Discriminatory refusal to rent,

Open

City of Pittsburgh

03-14-0295-8

6/6/2014

Disability - Physical,

311 - Discriminatory refusal to negotiate for rental,

Open

City of Pittsburgh

03-14-0297-8

6/6/2014

Disability - Physical,

311 - Discriminatory refusal to negotiate for rental,

Open

City of Pittsburgh

03-14-0299-8

6/6/2014

Disability - Physical,

311 - Discriminatory refusal to negotiate for rental,

Open

City of Pittsburgh

03-15-0051-8

10/21/2014

Race - Asian, National Origin Other than Hispanic or Latino,
Color,

City of Pittsburgh

03-15-0018-8

10/17/2014

Religion,

City of Pittsburgh

03-14-0358-8

7/25/2014

Retaliation

City of Pittsburgh

03-15-0033-8

10/10/2014

Disability - Physical,

City of Pittsburgh

03-15-0020-8

10/17/2014

Disability - Physical,

City of Pittsburgh

03-14-0386-8

8/8/2014

Race - Black or AfricanAmerican,

City of Pittsburgh

03-15-0001-8

10/2/2014

Familial Status - Under 18,

City of Pittsburgh

03-15-0107-8

11/13/2014

Disability - Physical,

City of Pittsburgh

03-15-0108-8

11/13/2014

Disability - Physical,

City of Pittsburgh

03-15-0136-8

12/2/2014

Disability - Companion Animal,

Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice

310 - Discriminatory refusal to rent, 320 - Discriminatory advertising,
statements
and
notices,
382
Discrimination
in
terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,
310 - Discriminatory refusal to rent, 382 - Discrimination in
terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental, 450 - Discriminatory
acts under Section 818 (coercion, Etc.), 473 - Failure to provide
usable doors,
380 - Discriminatory terms, conditions, privileges, or services and
facilities, 510 - Failure to make reasonable accommodation,

Conciliated/ Settled

Familial Status - Pregnant
Female, Familial Status Under 18,

320 - Discriminatory advertising, statements and notices, 380 Discriminatory terms, conditions, privileges, or services and facilities,
450 - Discriminatory acts under Section 818 (coercion, Etc.),
380 - Discriminatory terms, conditions, privileges, or services and
facilities, 450 - Discriminatory acts under Section 818 (coercion,
Etc.),
382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,
310 - Discriminatory refusal to rent, 320 - Discriminatory advertising,
statements and notices, 380 - Discriminatory terms, conditions,
privileges, or services and facilities, 510 - Failure to make reasonable
accommodation,
500 - Failure to permit reasonable modification, 510 - Failure to make
reasonable accommodation,
300 - Discriminatory refusal to sell, 302 - Discriminatory refusal to sell
and negotiate for sale, 354 - Discrimination in the selling of
residential real property,
312 - Discriminatory refusal to rent and negotiate for rental, 320 Discriminatory advertising, statements and notices,
310 - Discriminatory refusal to rent, 382 - Discrimination in
terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,
310 - Discriminatory refusal to rent, 382 - Discrimination in
terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,
310 - Discriminatory refusal to rent, 380 - Discriminatory terms,
conditions, privileges, or services and facilities, 410 - Steering, 430 Otherwise deny or make housing unavailable, 510 - Failure to make
reasonable accommodation,

Administrative
Closure

Conciliated/ Settled

Conciliated/ Settled

Open
Administrative
Closure
No Cause
Open

Open
No Cause
Open
Open
Open

Open
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City of Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania
City of Pittsburgh

03-15-0132-8

12/2/2014

Disability - Companion Animal,
Disability - Physical, Sex Female, Sex - Harassment,
Disability - Mental, Disability Companion Animal,

City of Pittsburgh

03-14-0408-8

9/11/2014

City of Pittsburgh

03-15-0110-8

11/14/2014

City of Pittsburgh

03-15-0039-8

10/10/2014

Disability - Physical, Sex Male, Sex - Harassment, Sex LGBT, Retaliation

City of Pittsburgh

03-15-0149-8

11/7/2014

Religion, Retaliation

City of Pittsburgh

03-15-0248-8

2/9/2015

City of Pittsburgh

03-08-0285-8

3/13/2008

City of Pittsburgh

03-15-0063-8

10/30/2014

Familial Status - Under 18,

City of Pittsburgh

03-15-0196-8

12/12/2014

Disability - Physical,
Retaliation

Disability - Mental, Disability Physical, Sex - Male,
Disability - Mental, Disability Physical,

510 - Failure to make reasonable accommodation,
445 - Refusing to provide municipal services or property, 450 Discriminatory acts under Section 818 (coercion, Etc.),
380 - Discriminatory terms, conditions, privileges, or services and
facilities, 510 - Failure to make reasonable accommodation,
382 - Discrimination in terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental,
384 - Discrimination in services and facilities relating to rental, 440 Other discriminatory acts, 450 - Discriminatory acts under Section
818 (coercion, Etc.), 510 - Failure to make reasonable
accommodation,
311 - Discriminatory refusal to negotiate for rental, 380 Discriminatory terms, conditions, privileges, or services and facilities,
440 - Other discriminatory acts,
440 - Other discriminatory acts, 450 - Discriminatory acts under
Section 818 (coercion, Etc.),
310 - Discriminatory refusal to rent, 450 - Discriminatory acts under
Section 818 (coercion, Etc.),
312 - Discriminatory refusal to rent and negotiate for rental, 322 Discriminatory advertisement - rental,
310 - Discriminatory refusal to rent, 382 - Discrimination in
terms/conditions/privileges relating to rental, 450 - Discriminatory
acts under Section 818 (coercion, Etc.), 510 - Failure to make
reasonable accommodation,

Open
Administrative
Closure
Conciliated/ Settled

Open

No Cause
Open
Conciliated/ Settled
Open

Open

Source: U.S. Department of HUD-FHEO, Philadelphia Regional Office
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National Trends
The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)
releases annual reports on the basis of fair housing complaints
nationwide. The following table highlights the frequency of housing
complaints by basis of complaint from 2010 to 2013. The FY 2013
information is the most up to date data that has been released.
Table IV-8 - Housing Complaints Nationwide
Basis

FY 2010

FY 2011

FY 2012

FY 2013

Number of
Complaints

% of
Total

Number of
Complaints

% of
Total

Number of
Complaints

% of
Total

Number of
Complaints

% of
Total

Disability

4,839

48%

4,498

48%

4,379

50%

4,429

53%

Race

3,483

34%

3,025

32%

2,597

29%

2,337

28%

1,560

15%

1,425

15%

1,301

15%

1,149

14%

1,177

12%

1,195

13%

1,114

13%

1,040

12%

722

7%

759

8%

691

8%

629

8%

1,139

11%

1,033

11%

1,067

12%

985

12%

Religion

287

3%

856

9%

970

11%

928

11%

Color

219

2%

262

3%

229

3%

220

3%

Retaliation

707

7%

185

2%

155

2%

170

2%

10,155

-

9,354

-

8,818

-

8,368

-

Familial
Status
National
Origin
National
Origin Hispanic or
Latino
Sex

Number of
Complaints
filed

Source: HUD FY 2012-2013 Annual Report on Fair Housing

The housing complaints filed in the City of Pittsburgh were primarily
based on disability and race, which are consistently the most
common causes for complaints across the nation. Note, the
percentages for each year do not equal 100% and the number of
complaints each year do not equal the total complaints across all
areas; this is because there is often more than one basis for the filing
of a fair housing complaint.
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6.

Housing and Human Services Agencies
The City of Pittsburgh interviewed agencies offering housing and
human services within the City in order to obtain their input and gain
insight into potential impediments to fair housing. The following
agencies participated in the information gathering through roundtable
discussions, individual meetings, or through surveys:





































Achieva
ACTION-Housing, Inc.
African American Chamber of Commerce
AIDS Coalition
Allegheny CleanWays
Allegheny County Department of Human Services (ACDHS)
Allegheny Housing Rehabilitation Corporation (AHRCO)
Area Agency on Aging
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Greater Pittsburgh
Bloomfield-Garfield Corporation
Brookline Meals on Wheels
Center for Victims
City of Pittsburgh Commission on Human Relations
Community Human Services
Community Leaders United for Beechview
DePaul School for the Hearing Impaired
Dress for Success Pittsburgh
East End Cooperative Ministry, Inc.
East Liberty Development Incorporated
Economic Development South
Educating Teens, Inc.
Elderly Housing Development & Operations Corporation
Fair Housing Partnership of Greater Pittsburgh
Family House
Garfield Jubilee Association, Inc.
Greater Pittsburgh Literacy Council
Habitat for Humanity of Greater Pittsburgh
Hazelwood Initiative
Hill District Consensus Group
Hill House
Housing Alliance of Pennsylvania
Housing Authority of the City of Pittsburgh
Jewish Family & Children’s Services
John Paul Plaza
Just Harvest
Kingsley Association

Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice

135 of 277

City of Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania












































Lawrenceville Corporation
Life Span, Inc.
Life’s Work
Light of Life Ministries
Little Sisters of the Poor
Lutheran Service Society
Lynn Williams High Rise – Elderly Housing Development &
Operations
Macedonia Family & Community Enrichment Center
Manchester Citizens Corporation
Mount Washington Community Development Corporation
Neighborhood Allies
Neighborhood Legal Services
Neighbors in the Strip
Northside Community Development Fund
Northside Leadership Conference
Oakland Planning and Development Corporation
Operation Better Block
Perry Hilltop Citizens Council
Pittsburgh AIDS Task Force
Pittsburgh Community Reinvestment Group
Pittsburgh Hilltop Alliance
Poise Foundation
Reading is Fundamental
REALTORS Association of Metropolitan Pittsburgh
Rebuilding Together Pittsburgh
Residential Resources, Inc.
Riverview Apartments
Shepard Wellness
Social Service Agency Meeting
St. Ambrose Manor
St. John Vianney Parish
St. Michael’s Food Bank
Stand Up Now Network
The Boarding School
The Gay & Lesbian Community Center of Pittsburgh (GLCC)
The Minority & Women Educational Labor Agency
Three Rivers Center for Independent Living
Troy Hill Citizens
University of Pittsburgh Medical Center, McKeesport
UPMC McKeesport (Beechview Manor)
Uptown Partners of Pittsburgh
Urban League of Greater Pittsburgh
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Urban Redevelopment Authority
West View Meals on Wheels
Western Pennsylvania School for the Blind
Westwood Community Development Corporation
YMCA of Greater Pittsburgh

Each of these agencies provided feedback on their perception of
housing-related issues in the City of Pittsburgh. Complete summaries
of meeting comments can be found in the Appendix. Below is a list of
key points from each of the meetings.
Housing Needs:
●

●
●

●

●
●
●
●
●

●

There is a need for more affordable housing and the
development of new housing. There is not enough affordable
housing that is safe, affordable, and sanitary.
There is a need for additional low- and moderate- housing units
for singles, families, and the elderly.
Over the past year in Allegheny County, Habitat for Humanity
has received 700 inquiries about home rehabilitation, 900 for
home ownership, and 1 inquiry came from an organization.
There is a great need for funding to support the rehabilitation of
existing housing stock. It is easier to obtain funds for new
homes, but many people want to stay where they are.
There is a large housing stock in the City of Pittsburgh. There is
a tremendous need for rehabilitation funding.
The Department of Permits and Inspections is more complaint
driven, which is most likely due to a lack of available resources.
Roofs are the most commonly requested projects for home
rehabilitation.
The United Way has a help hotline (211). The most common
call received is related to housing.
Efficiency apartments are too small. They work well as
transitional housing, but most people would prefer a single
bedroom unit.
Apartments are often multi-generational, and require more
bedrooms. Accessible housing for families, especially those with
children with disabilities, is very difficult to find. One-bedroom
accessible units are easier to find.
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●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

Action Housing is looking to develop in areas where people
don’t need a car. Action Housing is working with the Land Bank
to take control of prime locations on the transit line.
The City of Pittsburgh is facing market pressure to locate
affordable housing in desirable areas with access to transit,
jobs, etc.
The URA (Urban Redevelopment Authority) Land Bank could
help to increase the City’s capacity for taking control of blighted
areas. There is a need for Council Members in the Land Bank to
have a say in what is done with properties in their communities.
In public housing communities, staff is available to assist
residents with parenting, budgeting, and household
management. If you move out of public housing, there is no
transitional agency. CYF (Children, Youth and Family) Services
provide programs, but only to those living in public housing.
There is a lack of programming available to those living just
above the poverty line.
There is a need for training on homeownership. Staff services
will go away when mortgages become increasingly outsourced.
There are a large number of people who need housing
budgeting and financial literacy training.
Behavioral support and emotional wellness support is necessary
in senior residential buildings.
There are often service
coordinators in the buildings, but there are not enough
resources.
Funding is available for housing, but not for plates, furniture, or
toiletries. People may have housing, but they lack the basic
essentials. There are examples of people living in apartments,
but sleeping on the floor. They are still not living a decent
existence.
There is a need for emergency rental assistance. The County
conducted a study of the effectiveness of emergency housing.
They found that the cost to keep people in their homes is much
less than the cost to treat the homeless.
In 2012, the country was recovering from the banking meltdown.
As a result, a new regulatory environment was created.
Nationally, values and prices plummeted. In Pittsburgh, value
continued to increase but the number of received applications
decreased.
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●

●

●
●

●

●
●
●

●
●
●
●
●

●

There is a clear delineation between those that qualify for a loan
and those that do not. The PNC Bank FHA loan program was
putting a 680 score overlay on mortgages. The government
standard was 580. According to HUD, credit overlays are illegal
because HUD guarantees 100% of the loan.
There is concern about credit overlays on all mortgage
packages, primarily because of punitive measures due to the
secondary market.
There is some concern that the rate of lending to African
Americans is related to credit overlays.
According to a recent lending study, only 50% of low-income
and minority borrowers’ mortgage loan originations were
returned.
The loan origination rate varies by race: In 2012, loan
origination value was 75-78% of whites and 44% of African
Americans. The 2013 data for rejections showed the same rate
of denial for African Americans.
One reason for rejection is the HMDA regulation changes
regarding credit.
Credit for home mortgages is down 5%, and FHA is down 2%.
Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac have not bought any loans.
There is a need to bring back the Conventional 97% Mortgage
Program.
Loan leveling assessment is adding points to perceived risk.
Guaranteed fees are charged to protect against credit-related
losses in the mortgage portfolio.
There is a need for financial management education in schools.
Programs should focus on credit building, etc.
The URA has a first time homebuyer program that is
underutilized.
The PCRG down payment assistance program has nine loans in
process, which should help to address some of the denial
issues. Approximately 80% of those applying for the program
live in LMI neighborhoods.
There are 6 purchase rehab loans in process. PCRG functions
as a guarantor. PCRG is hoping to build a fund that will serve
about 500 people. A 30-year purchase and rehab mortgage
requires 5% down. PCRG will hold loans and sell them when
they are seasoned to primary mortgage holders.
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●
●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

PCRG wants to continue working with the Fair Housing
Partnership, but they also want to look into testing.
There is a need to provide education to neighborhoods
regarding historic districts to help residents to understand their
responsibilities.
The City’s Code Enforcement Office does not have a historic
enforcement officer. There are building code inspectors, but
none with the necessary training.
There is a resource and staff capacity problem. Historic Review
Commissions need to be educated and trained.
There is a need to look into the injustices that exist in the market
when it comes to accessing property. Instead of letting
communities take over vacant properties, they often go to
private investors who then turn them into rentals. The Land
Bank could fix many of these problems.
The Housing Authority plays a role in the Five Year Plan as a
primary deliverer of affordable housing. However, there are
provisions for not allowing felons to live in public housing. The
Housing Authority also offers a supplemental mortgage program
to encourage homeownership.
There is a need for the City to ensure that those displaced by
new developments have access to housing stock. For example,
Addison Terrace in the Hill District was once home to almost
800 units, but when it was torn down and rebuilt, it only included
400 units.
It is difficult for Section 8 Vouchers to transfer to “bedroom
communities”.
Bedroom communities have few local
businesses and most residents who have jobs commute to
employment centers some distance away. The lack of public
transportation in these areas is what makes it so difficult.
The City should consider homesteading as an option, grants for
rehab, and the development of available land. Developments
should include both new structures and rehabbing old
structures.
Development has halted on some streets. Bedford Dwellings is
an old model of public housing. It should have been part of the
next phase of development.
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Housing Needs for Special Populations:
●
●
●

●

●
●

●

●

●
●

●



Housing is needed to accommodate those on the Autism
spectrum.
Achieva has a program, but the waiting list is an issue.
Those with a criminal record and developmental or intellectual
disabilities, or with mental health issues, sit on long waiting lists
for housing.
There is a need to improve the current Veteran Leadership
programs. Veteran mothers are having problems accessing
services. Many of the existing programs are for older, veteran
men.
Many of those living in nursing homes choose to stay there due
to a shortage of transitional housing.
Three Rivers Center for Independent Living (TRCIL) is trying to
develop a relationship with the Housing Authority to get
preference on the waiting list for those with vouchers.
TRCIL operates a Tenant Based Rental Assistance program
through PHFA. The program allows tenants to rent from private
landlords when they are transitioning out of a nursing home or
other institutions. They must follow HUD income guidelines. The
program is good for 2 years. This program is underutilized.
TRCIL would like to be more involved with the Fair Housing
Partnership. They would like to have their consumers involved
with testing.
There is a need for home modifications for those with physical
disabilities.
There is a need for rehab assistance for occupied housing. This
would help those not on the waiver programs, as well as
seniors.
There is a need for available, accessible, and affordable
housing in desirable neighborhoods with access to public
transportation.
Many accessibility challenges are due to the City’s topography.
The age of homes can also be a challenge. Much of the housing
stock is old and needs to be retrofitted to meet the needs of the
disabled.
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Fair Housing:
●
●

●
●

●
●

●

●
●

●
●

●
●
●

●
●

Some landlords are aware of fair housing laws, but choose to
ignore them.
Many homeowners and renters do not know their rights. There
is a need for quarterly programs that teach people what their
rights are when it comes to fair housing.
The City of Pittsburgh has a new rental registration program,
which could potentially be used to communicate with tenants.
Better communication regarding the Fair Housing Act is
necessary. Information could be sent out in newsletters, the
City Paper, and online. Social service organizations could get
the word out as well.
Real Estate agents also need fair housing training.
The City should consider incentives to encourage people to take
fair housing training. They could discount monthly rent cost for
attendance at workshops.
Over the last two years, familial status has moved from third to
the second most common fair housing complaint. Disability
remains first, and race is third.
Familial status creates an occupancy issue. There should be no
more than two (2) people per bedroom.
There is a need for Commissioners of the Human Relations
Commission to be more properly trained, particularly in the area
of fair housing.
There is a need for the City to evaluate actual data, and not only
rely on FHEO numbers.
The new AFFH rule came about because of groups like the Fair
Housing Partnership. The City should show it is serious about
fair housing by showing the analysis in the budget.
Fair Housing should be enforced through education.
Fair Housing needs to be promoted and funded City-wide, not
only in low- and moderate-income neighborhoods.
There is a need to look at the issue of gentrification. Pittsburgh
is changing quickly and exponentially. There is a need to look
at the impact of those changes, particularly on LMI
neighborhoods and minorities.
There is a need for financial/mobility counseling to encourage
people to move to high opportunity areas.
The City should look at a goal of 30% affordable housing stock.
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●
●
●
●
●

●
●
●

●
●
●
●
●
●

●

B.

There is a need for the City to set aside a reasonable amount of
funds to address the issues identified in the A.I.
There is a need for the City to provide the funding necessary to
study the impact on religious groups.
The Fair Housing Commission and Fair Housing Partnership
need better funding.
The Fair Housing Partnership has conducted studies about
accessibility versus usability.
There is a need to determine why the Hispanic population is not
coming to Pittsburgh. One reason might be unnecessary
language barriers.
There is a need for resources to examine reasonable
accommodations with the Housing Authority.
The City should look at what the needs are by protected class,
and the impact of the Choice Communities.
There is a need for a relocation plan. New developments
should be built first, before people are displaced. Before tearing
down their homes, the City should give them somewhere to go.
There is a need for an examination of what geographic barriers
exist in terms of race and topography that promote segregation.
Mortgage lending testing should be done.
The biggest barrier to Fair Housing is ignorance.
People requesting building permits are not given information on
fair housing.
There are not systems in place to enforce fair housing.
Some landlords limit the number of disabled residents. If senior
buildings are full, some landlords will only provide accessibility
on the first floor.
There is often a bias against those with vouchers. There are
biases against large families. Requirements for health and
safety are high with the voucher program.

Public Sector
Part of the Analysis of Impediments is to examine the public policies of the
jurisdiction and the impact on fair housing choice. The local government
controls land use and development through its comprehensive plan, zoning
regulations, subdivision regulations, and other laws and ordinances passed
by the local governing body. These regulations and ordinances govern the
types of housing that may be constructed, the density of housing, and the
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various residential uses in a community. Local officials determine the
community’s commitment to housing goals and objectives. The local
policies therefore determine if fair housing is to be promoted or passively
tolerated.
This section of the Analysis of Impediments evaluates the City’s policies to
determine if there is a commitment to affirmatively further fair housing.
1.

CDBG Program
The City of Pittsburgh receives CDBG funds from HUD as an
entitlement city under the program. The City receives approximately
$12,750,000 in CDBG funds and $2,500,000 in Program Income
each year. This funding level has seen a notable decrease in recent
years. The City allocates its funds to public facility improvements,
public services, housing activities, etc.
In particular, the City in its FY 2015 CDBG Program proposed to
allocate the CDBG funds as outlined in the table below to
affirmatively further fair housing. The City of Pittsburgh anticipates a
reduction in the annual CDBG allocation in the coming years as a
result of further cuts in the Federal budget.
Table IV-9 - FY 2015 CDBG Allocation for the City of Pittsburgh
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT PROGRAM (CDBG)
City Council and Mayor’s Office Activities

$ 1,408,000

City Planning Activities

$ 2,050,000

Commission on Human Relations Activities

$

35,000

Parks and Recreation Activities

$

850,000

Personnel and Civil Service Activities

$ 1,000,000

Public Works Activities

$ 3,165,522

Urban Redevelopment Authority Activities

$ 4,258,000

Total:

$ 12,766,552

All activities listed above are undertaken in low/mod areas of the City
which is a high priority of the City. Additionally, each activity meets
the National Objectives of serving a low/mod area, low/mod people,
job creation, or reducing slum or blight. Many activities in each
funding category specifically work to increase the supply of quality
affordable housing units, as well as promote fair housing choice in
the City.
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The City of Pittsburgh annually funds the following activities to
promote and affirmatively further fair housing choice:













Planning and design of new affordable housing developments.
Assistance with rehabilitation costs for lower income
homeowners and renters.
Funds for downpayment assistance and closing costs for low
income homebuyers.
Funds for education and outreach for fair housing.
Funds for neighborhood fair housing organizations, housing
counseling services, and job training and economic
development opportunities.
Funds for social services and health programs.
Funds for project financing and related costs for affordable
housing developments.
Provide developers and non-profits with incentives for the
construction or rehabilitation of affordable housing to keep rents
affordable.
Assist in acquiring sites for development of affordable housing.
Promote Federal and State financial assistance for affordable
housing.
Funding for infrastructure and other improvements in Low/Mod
Income Areas.
Funding for the following agencies/groups/organizations, among
many others:








Pittsburgh Commission on Human Relations
Fair Housing Partnership of Greater Pittsburgh
Urban League of Greater Pittsburgh
Urban Redevelopment Authority of Pittsburgh
Housing Authority of the City of Pittsburgh

Funds for six neighborhood employment centers located in
various parts of the City. The centers are charged with
providing job opportunities for City residents by creating a
network of neighborhood employment projects.

In its FY 2015-2019 Five Year Consolidated Plan, the City of
Pittsburgh identified several goals to prioritize funding and address
housing needs during this five-year period, as outlined in the
following table:
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Table IV-10 - Five Year Objectives
Housing Priority – HS (High Priority)
HS-1 Homeownership - Assist low- and moderate-income households
to become homeowners by providing down payment assistance, closing
cost assistance, and requiring housing counseling training.
HS-2 Housing Construction - Increase the supply of decent, safe,
sound, and accessible housing that is affordable to owners and renters
in the community through rehabilitation of vacant buildings and new
construction.
HS-3 Homeowner Housing Rehabilitation - Continue to provide
financial assistance to low- and moderate-income homeowners to
rehabilitate their existing owner-occupied housing.
HS-4 Rental Housing Rehabilitation - Provide financial assistance to
landlords to rehabilitate housing units and support facilities that are
rented to low- and moderate-income tenants.
HS-5 Neighborhood Revitalization - Promote and strengthen the
housing in residential neighborhoods.
HS-6 Fair Housing - Promote fair housing choice through education
and outreach in the City.
Homeless Priority – (High Priority)
HO-1 Operation/Support - Assist providers in the operation of housing
and support services for the homeless and persons at-risk of becoming
homeless.
HO-2 Prevention and Re-Housing - Continue to support the
prevention of homelessness through anti-eviction activities and
programs for rapid re-housing.
HO-3 Housing - Support the rehabilitation of and making accessibility
improvements to emergency shelters and transitional housing for the
homeless.
HO-4 Permanent Housing - Support the development of permanent
supportive housing for homeless individuals and families.
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Other Special Needs Priority – (Low Priority)
SN-1 Housing - Increase the supply of affordable, decent, safe, sound,
and accessible housing for the elderly, persons with disabilities,
persons with HIV/AIDS, victims of domestic violence, persons with
alcohol/drug dependency, and persons with other special needs
through rehabilitation of existing buildings and new construction.
SN-2 Social Services - Support social service programs and facilities
for the elderly, persons with disabilities, persons with HIV/AIDS, victims
of domestic violence, persons with alcohol/drug dependency, and
persons with other special needs.
Community Development Priority – (High Priority)
CD-1 Community Facilities - Improve the parks, recreational centers,
trails, bikeways, and all public and community facilities in the
municipality.
CD-2 Infrastructure - Improve the public infrastructure through
rehabilitation, reconstruction, and new construction, including streets,
bridges, curbs, walks, water, sewer, handicap accessibility
improvements, etc.
CD-3 Public Services - Improve and enhance public services;
programs for youth, the elderly, and disabled, and general public
service programs for low- and moderate-income persons.
CD-4 Food Programs - Provide assistance for food and nutritional
programs for the low- and moderate-income persons.
CD-5 Code Enforcement - Undertake code enforcement activities in
target areas to ensure compliance with City codes and ordinances.
CD-6 Public Safety - Improve the public safety facilities, equipment,
crime prevention, community policing, and ability to respond to
emergency situations.
CD-7 Clearance - Remove and eliminate slum and blighting conditions
through demolition of vacant, abandoned, and dilapidated structures.
CD-8 Community Based Organizations - provide operating support
for community based organizations involved in facilitating or developing
housing and/or commercial development activities in the City.
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Economic Development Priority – (High Priority)
ED-1 Employment - Support and encourage new job creation, job
retention, workforce development, employment, and job training
services for the unemployed and underemployed persons including
summer youth programs.
ED-2 Financial Assistance - Support business and commercial
growth, expansion, and new development through technical assistance
programs and low interest loans.
ED-3 Redevelopment Program - Plan and promote the development,
redevelopment and revitalization of economically distressed areas of
the City.
ED-4 Infrastructure - Promote the development of open space,
parking, landscaping, roads, walks, trails, and other forms of
infrastructure in connection with new development projects.
Administration, Planning, and
Priority)

Management

Priority –

(High

AM-1 Overall Coordination - Provide program management and
oversight for the successful administration of Federal, state, and local
funded programs, including planning services for special studies,
environmental clearance, fair housing, and compliance with all Federal,
state, and local laws and regulations.
AM-2 Special Studies/Management - Promote special planning and
management activities.
The following attached maps illustrate the locations of CDBG funded
activities:









CDBG Activities Funding
CDBG Economic Development Activities
CDBG Acquisition Activities
CDBG Housing Activities
CDBG Public Improvement Activities
CDBG Public Service Activities
CDBG Other Activities
CDBG All Activities
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Note: CDBG-funded activities are scattered throughout the City.
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Note: CDBG-funded Economic Development Activities were scattered across the City.
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Note: There were few CDBG-funded Acquisitions; these activities were located in Downtown.
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Note: CDBG-funded Housing Activities are concentrated in the North Side, Downtown, the Hill District, Uptown Area,
Bloomfield, East Liberty, Garfield, and Larimer Neighborhoods.
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Note: CDBG-funded Public Improvement Activities are concentrated in Downtown, East Liberty, Bloomfield, and the
Strip District.
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Note: CDBG-funded Public Service Activities are concentrated in Downtown, the Hill District, Shadyside, Bloomfield,
East Liberty, Larimer, Homewood, Strip District, North Shore, Manchester, Elliot, Crafton Heights, and Knoxville.
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Note: CDBG-funded Other Activities are concentrated in the North Side, Downtown, Bloomfield, East Liberty, and the
Strip District.
Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice

155 of 277

City of Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania

Note: CDBG-funded activities are concentrated throughout the City.
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2.

HOME Program
The City of Pittsburgh receives an annual allocation of HOME funds.
The City expects to receive approximately $1,630,000 in HOME
Funds and $250,000 every year in Program Income to assist lowand moderate-income households. These funds are often used to
develop new affordable housing, rehabilitate existing housing units,
and/or to provide homeownership assistance. The URA of the City of
Pittsburgh uses HOME funds for the Rental Housing Development
and Improvement Program (RHDIP), Pittsburgh Housing
Construction Fund (PHCF), CHDO operating grants, and program
administration. The budget outlined in the following table reflects the
FY 2015 allocation, as well as the anticipated program income.
Table IV-11 - FY 2015 HOME Allocation
HOME Budget Item

Amount

Program Administration (10%)

$

188,613

CHDO Operating (Maximum 5%)

$

35,000

Rental Housing Development & Improvement Program

$ 1,487,519

Pittsburgh Housing Construction Fund

$

Total:

175,000

$ 1,886,132

The Urban Redevelopment Authority of Pittsburgh utilizes CDBG,
HOME and other funds for housing programs which provide
affordable housing opportunities to low- and moderate-income
families in the City of Pittsburgh.
The Rental Housing Development and Improvement Program
(RHDIP) provides funding to non-profit and for-profit developers for
the acquisition, new construction and rehabilitation of non-owner
occupied residential rental housing primarily for low and moderate
income households and special populations. This program is
designed to increase the supply of decent affordable housing and to
eliminate health, safety and property maintenance deficiencies as
well as to ensure compliance with applicable codes and standards.
All projects that receive RHDIP funds are required to reserve a
minimum of 51% of all units for low-moderate income households
and/or eliminate instances of blight. Housing developed through the
RHDIP program increases the supply of units available to households
with Section 8 assistance. When a household meets the “worst
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case” housing scenario, Urban Redevelopment Authority of
Pittsburgh utilizes its different programs to provide funds to develop
affordable housing for low- and moderate-income persons.
The Pittsburgh Housing Construction Fund (PHCF) program provides
construction financing to nonprofit and for-profit developers for the
substantial rehabilitation or new construction of for-sale housing. This
fund provides low interest rate construction financing and grants for
the purpose of increasing the supply of affordable housing for
homeownership and to eliminate substandard housing by ensuring
compliance with applicable codes and standards. All projects funded
through PHCF must be for ownership by households with incomes at
or below 80% of area median income or aid in the prevention or
elimination of slums or blight.
The following maps illustrate the location of HOME funded activities





HOME Activities Funding
HOME Homeowner Activities Funding
HOME Multifamily Activities Locations
HOME Multifamily Activities Funding
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Note: The HOME funded multi-family activities were funded in the East Liberty/Larimer Neighborhoods, Downtown
Pittsburgh, the Uptown Area, the Hill District, Central Northside, and Sheraden.
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Note: The Homeowner activities funded under the HOME Program appear to be dispersed throughout the City.
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Note: HOME-funded Multifamily Activities are concentrated in the North Side, Downtown, the Hill District, Bloomfield,
East Liberty, Garfield, and Larimer Neighborhoods.
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Note: The HOME funded multi-family activities were funded in the East Liberty/Larimer Neighborhoods, Downtown
Pittsburgh, the Uptown Area, the Hill District, Central Northside, and Sheraden.
Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice

162 of 277

City of Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania

3.

Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG) Funds
The City of Pittsburgh receives an annual allocation of Emergency
Solutions Grant (ESG) Funds. These funds are used for activities to
address homelessness in the City. The FY 2015 ESG Budget is
outlined in the following table.
Table IV-12 - FY 2015 ESG Allocation
Project Name

ESG Funds

Street Outreach/Emergency Shelter

$

695,574

Homeless Prevention/Rapid Re-Housing/HMIS

$

463,716

Total

$

1,159,290

The ESG funds must be allocated for projects that are eligible under
the following six (6) ESG Components:


Street Outreach – is for the unsheltered homeless persons
which includes:








Engagement
Case Management
Emergency Health and Mental Health Services
Transportation
Services for Special Populations

Emergency Shelter – is divided into two (2) sub-categories:
Essential Services and Shelter for the sheltered homeless
persons.


Essential Services include:
o
o
o
o
o
o



case management
child care, education, employment, and life skills
services
legal services
health, mental health, and substance abuse
services
transportation
services for special population.

Shelter includes:
o

renovation
conversion
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o




operations costs including maintenance, utilities,
furniture, food, etc.

Homeless Prevention – includes the following items to prevent
and stabilize an individual or family from becoming homeless:


Housing Relocation and Stabilization Services



Short- and Medium-Term Rental Assistance

Rapid Re-housing – includes the following items to assist the
actual homeless:


Housing Relocation and Stabilization Services



Short- and Medium-Term Rental Assistance



Homeless Management Information System (HMIS) –
includes payment of the costs of establishing, hosting,
customizing, and upgrading the HMIS.



Administration – Up to 7.5 percent can be allocated for the
payment of administrative cost relating to the planning and
execution of the ESG activities.

Up to 60% of each fiscal year’s ESG grant allocation can be used for
Street Outreach and Emergency Shelter expenditures.
The
remaining 40% is for Homeless Prevention, Rapid Re-housing,
HMIS, and Administration.
4.

Housing Opportunity for Persons with AIDS (HOPWA) Funds
The City of Pittsburgh receives an annual allocation of approximately
$721,000 to provide supportive services and housing for persons with
AIDS. The Jewish Healthcare Foundation is the primary administrator
of the HOPWA funds each year.
The HOPWA funds can be used for the following:






Short-Term Rent, Mortgage and Utility assistance will continue
to be provided in an effort to maintain and secure decent
housing.
Tenant-Based Rental Assistance will continue to be provided to
secure decent housing.
Housing Information and Referral Services.
Resource Identification (i.e. establishing, coordinating and
developing housing assistance resources).
Administrative costs.
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5.

Continuum of Care (CoC)
The City of Pittsburgh is part of the Pittsburgh/McKeesport/Penn
Hills/Allegheny County Continuum of Care. This is a regional initiative
staffed by the Allegheny County Department of Human Services. The
City supports the efforts of the Continuum of Care and encourages
organizations to submit applications for ESG funding requests to the
State of Pennsylvania. Representatives of the City of Pittsburgh and
Allegheny County serve on the Continuum of Care Board and attend
their meetings regularly. In addition, the City and County are on the
HEARTH subcommittee of the CoC and are Board Members of the
Homeless Advisory Board, which oversees the strategy of the
Continuum of Care. The Continuum of Care is consulted for each
community’s Annual Action Plans.
The Continuum of Care has recently shifted their focus to increase
the number of permanent housing units to address unmet needs in
the community. In the past year, new beds were added for families,
individuals, and larger families. The City of Pittsburgh worked with
the CoC to develop a Strategic Plan to address homelessness for FY
2015-2019. This plan has the following priorities:





HO-1 Operation/Support - Assist providers in the operation of
housing and support services for the homeless and persons atrisk of becoming homeless.
HO-2 Prevention and Re-Housing - Continue to support the
prevention of homelessness through anti-eviction activities and
programs for rapid re-housing.
HO-3 Housing - Support the rehabilitation of and making
accessibility improvements to emergency shelters and
transitional housing for the homeless.
HO-4 Permanent Housing - Support the development of
permanent supportive housing for homeless individuals and
families.

The Continuum of Care also has a Ten-Year Plan that includes a
comprehensive approach to ending chronic homelessness. Over the
past several years, the CoC has effectively increased the number of
permanent housing beds available to the chronic homeless, with
more beds planned to be available in the coming years. Persons who
are chronically homeless and housed in permanent housing are also
connected with available public services in order to stabilize income
and increase access to mental health, drug, and alcohol support
services.
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The Continuum of Care (CoC) plans to continue reaching out to
homeless persons (especially unsheltered persons) through
Operation Safety Net, outreach teams (including the Veteran’s Affairs
(VA), Western Psychiatric Institute and Clinic (WPIC), and
Community Human Services (CH)), as well as soup kitchens, day
programs, drop-in centers, and hospitals. In addition, information is
collected annually using the point-in-time survey form and is then
summarized. The point-in-time surveys are one-on-one interviews
are also held with the consumers. Additionally, outreach teams and
Operation Safety Net (OSN) regularly go under bridges, visit camps,
and go to other known homeless areas to tend to the needs of the
homeless. OSN has a centralized database of all street consumers
who utilize their medical services.
The CoC has worked with the VA and Veteran’s Leadership Program
(VLP) since 1984 to reach out to veterans, provide housing, and to
prevent homelessness. As a result, there are numerous beds
available for homeless veterans. Efforts are made to also provide
services to assist veterans in finding permanent housing.
The CoC has several service providers to assist homeless youth by
connecting them to employment training and other public benefits in
order to stabilize and break the cycle of homelessness. The CoC has
a long-term goal of increasing the number of homeless moving from
transitional housing to permanent housing. In order to achieve this
objective, the CoC meets regularly with providers to monitor and
review their progress. The CoC also works toward strengthening
relationships with affordable housing providers (such as housing
authorities) to assist consumer’s transitions into permanent housing.
Effective services and support while in transitional housing are critical
to the effective move into permanent housing.
The CoC also has a goal of maintaining or increasing the percentage
of participants remaining in permanent housing for last least six
months. In order to meet this objective, the CoC holds regular
sessions with providers to discuss best practices to engage
consumers in permanent housing, and trouble shoot as necessary.
Individuals and families residing in permanent housing facilities are
taught life skills in order to improve the likelihood that they will
successfully retain housing and not become homeless again.
The City of Pittsburgh and the Continuum of Care Organization have
adopted the following strategy to prevent homeless for individuals
and families with children who are at imminent risk of becoming
homeless:
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Identify any barriers to accessing housing.
Prevent homelessness through effective discharge planning for
youth exiting the child services system.
Expand children and youth use of transitional living programs
and supervised independent living programs to prevent
homeless youth leaving the foster care system.
Support the Pittsburgh Community Reinvestment Group
through its foreclosure and client services program.
Support housing counseling services.
Support employment and training programs.
Support utility company funds to provide emergency aid.

Moving forward, the City will continue to consult with the Continuum
of Care to determine broad funding priorities to assist homeless
persons. Established CoC standards that are applicable and easily
transferrable to ESG projects and activities are used in the effort
to apply a standard set of criteria for various homeless funding
programs. The City of Pittsburgh will also work with the CoC, through
their representation on the Homeless Advisory Board, to evaluate the
outcomes of projects and activities assisted by ESG funds. Lastly,
they will continue to work with the CoC to develop funding, policies,
and procedures for the administration and operation of the HMIS.
6.

URA Programs
The
Urban
Redevelopment
Authority of Pittsburgh (URA) is
the City of Pittsburgh’s economic
development agency, whose goal
is to create jobs, increase the
City’s tax base, and improve the
vitality
of
businesses,
neighborhoods, and the City’s
livability as a whole. The URA was incorporated in 1946 as one of the
first redevelopment authorities in Pennsylvania. Today, the URA
offers a variety of programs ranging from assisting low-income clients
achieve home ownership to identifying areas for reinvestment and
redevelopment. The URA offers the following programs to increase
home ownership within the City of Pittsburgh:
Pittsburgh Housing Construction Fund (PHCF) program –
provides construction financing to nonprofit and for-profit developers
for the substantial rehabilitation or new construction of for-sale
housing. This fund provides low interest rate construction financing
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and grants for the purpose of increasing the supply of affordable
housing for homeownership and to eliminate substandard housing by
ensuring compliance with applicable codes and standards. All
projects funded through PHCF must be for ownership by households
with incomes at or below 80% of area median income or aid in the
prevention or elimination of slums or blight.
Neighborhood Housing Program (NHP) – provides deferred
second mortgages to income-eligible homebuyers to assist with the
purchase of newly constructed homes (the construction which was
financed in part by the URA’s single family development programs).
The program combines funding from the Pennsylvania Department of
Community and Economic Development, CDBG and HOME funds.
DCED, CDBG and/or HOME funds are provided in the form of
deferred second mortgage loans. HOME funds will be used to assist
borrowers with an income of 80% of the area median or less. Grants
are also provided for lead abatement and for down payment/closing
cost assistance for low income borrowers.
Community Acquisition and Rehabilitation
Loan (“CARL”) Program – offers a revised
purchase and renovation program for owner
occupants. While the consumer tax-exempt
bond that funded NHP became dormant once
banks would no longer purchase loans without
private mortgage insurance (PMI), the URA
worked with representatives of Pittsburgh
Community Reinvestment Group (PCRG) and several local lending
partners to develop and implement this pilot and renovation program
in early 2015. Under the CARL program, loans will be originated,
underwritten, and serviced by local participating banks, with the URA
providing a partial loan guarantee (from non-federal funds) in the
amount not to exceed 15% of the post rehabilitation appraised value
of the property. The URA partial loan guarantee combined with
owner equity is aimed to substitute for private mortgage insurance.
Home Emergency Loan Program (HELP) – Interest-free loans for
low-income homeowners to make emergency repairs to correct
immediate health and safety hazards in an expedient manner. The
maximum loan amount is $5,000 for single-unit properties and $7,000
for two (2) units, while the minimum loan is $500. The maximum loan
term is up to ten (10) years and applicants must earn less than or
equal to 80% of area median income (AMI).
Home Improvement Loan Program (HILP) – provides interest rates
of 5.99% with terms of 10, 15, and 20 years. Maximum amount to
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borrow for a single-unit home is $15,000; the income limits depend
on areas of the City in question.
Keystone Renovation and Repair Program (R&R) – provides City
residents who earn less than $99,900 a program to borrow up to
$35,000 with terms of 10, 15, and 20 years. The interest rate can be
as low as 6.375% to 8.875% and is based on the term of the loan
and the Combined Loan to Value.
Pittsburgh Home Rehabilitation Program (PHRP) – provides
financial and technical assistance to eligible homeowners to
rehabilitate and improve residential owner-occupied properties
citywide. Zero percent (0%) loans are provided to assist low-income
homeowners to bring their homes into compliance with city codes
and to undertake eligible general property improvements. Grants are
provided for lead abatement, new sidewalks, handicapped
accessibility improvements, and other exterior improvements. With
these funds, the URA provides assistance to low-income
homeowners in the form of grants (in an amount up to $3,000) to pay
for improvements needed to accommodate physical disabilities.
Pittsburgh Party Wall Program
(PPWPP) – provides residents who
are adjacent to a home that will be
demolished the chance to apply for
grant funding. This funding is
available to low-income homeowners
or landlords with low-income tenants to reconstruct exposed party
walls of occupied residential row houses. Borrowers or tenants must
earn less than or equal to 80% of area median income (AMI).
Rental Housing Development & Improvement Program (RHDIP) –
the URA provides grants of up to $5,000 per unit for the costs
needed to make units handicapped accessible. Specific project
activities funded through the RHDIP program include:




Fairfield Apartments Phase I – Project provides 124 units of
mixed income housing in the East Liberty neighborhood. Of
the total units, seven (7) are handicapped accessible and 80
units are affordable to low-income households and will be used
as replacement housing for the residents who were relocated
from the former Federal American Properties (FAP)
developments.
Fairfield Apartments Phase II – Project provides an additional
71 units of mixed income housing in the East Liberty
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neighborhood. Of the total units, 49 units are affordable to lowincome households and eight (8) are handicapped accessible.
East Liberty Place North – Project provides 54 units of mixedincome housing in the East Liberty neighborhood. Of the total
units, 35 units are affordable to low income households and will
be used as replacement housing for the residents who were
relocated from the former Federal American Properties (FAP)
developments. Six (6) units are handicapped accessible.
East Liberty Place South – Project provides an additional 52
units of mixed income housing in the East Liberty
neighborhood. Of the total units, 39 are affordable to low
income households and six (6) are handicapped accessible.
Dinwiddie Street – entails the new construction of 84 affordable
rental units and the conversion/rehabilitation of 11 affordable
rental units developed in four (4) phases in the Hill District.
Phase I (23 units) includes two (2) handicapped accessible
units, Phase II (23 units) includes four (4) accessible units,
Phase III (26 units) includes four (4) accessible units, and
Phase IV (23 units) includes four (4) handicapped accessible
units.
Garfield Glen – entails the new construction of a scattered site
64-unit, two phase affordable housing development in the
Garfield neighborhood. Phase I consists of 45 units, with six
handicapped accessible. Phase 2 will include 19 scattered site
units.
Shanahan Apartments – entails the adaptive reuse and
substantial renovation of a prominent structure in the Uptown
neighborhood to provide 43 units of affordable housing. Of this
total, 10 units will serve households with hearing and sight
disabilities, while four (4) are handicapped accessible.
Bellefield Apartments – entails the acquisition and historic
renovation of an existing 158-unit apartment building in the
North Oakland neighborhood to preserve 158 units of
affordable housing to serve elderly residents (8 handicapped
accessible units).
Homewood Station Senior Housing – entails the new
construction of a 41-unit mixed use building in the Homewood
neighborhood to serve low income seniors, including four (4)
being handicapped accessible.
Uptown Lofts – entails the new construction of 47 units of
affordable housing in two three-story buildings (including six
handicapped accessible units). One building will serve young
adults who have aged out of the foster care system.
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Allegheny Union Baptist Association (AUBA) – 2700 Centre
Avenue – entails the reconfiguration, rehabilitation and
preservation of an existing affordable housing building for low
income senior citizens in the Hill District. The building has a
project-based Section 8 contract with HUD. The URA is
providing RHDIP financial assistance to the redevelopment to
assist with the rehabilitation and upgrading of the units. Of the
44 units to be rehabilitated, three (3) are handicapped
accessible. Construction was completed in the 2014-2015
CAPER period. The existing tenants were able to remain in the
building during construction.

All Urban Redevelopment Authority (URA) housing development
projects leverage other public and private funds. One of the goals of
the URA’s underwriting process is to determine the minimum amount
of “gap” financing that needs to be provided by the URA to make the
project feasible. The URA maximizes the amount of private financing
that can be supported by the development and by attracting other
“soft” subordinate sources of financing to each project.
For rental developments, the amount of subordinated financing
typically provided by the URA varies, but in most instances is less
than 20% of the total development cost of the project. For most
rental developments, the URA typically leverages CDBG and HOME
funds with some combination of the following financing sources:














Conventional first mortgage financing
Taxable or Tax-Exempt Bond Proceeds
Low Income Housing Tax Credit and/or Historic Rehabilitation
Tax Credit equity syndication proceeds
Pennsylvania Housing Finance Agency (PHFA) PennHOMES
funds
Federal Home Loan Bank (FHLB) Affordable Housing Program
funds
Owner equity
Private foundation grant funds
City bond funds (for infrastructure)
Pittsburgh Water & Sewer Authority bond funds (for
infrastructure)
Housing Authority funds
Other HUD funds (e.g. Section 202, Section 811, Up-front
Grant, McKinney Act, Neighborhood Stabilization Program
(NSP), etc.)
State funds
New Market Tax Credit equity
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In developing for-sale housing, the amount of subordinated financing
typically provided by the URA varies, but in most instances is less
than 50% of the total development cost. In its for-sale housing
program, the URA typically leverages CDBG and HOME funds with
any or all of the following sources:








7.

Conventional first mortgage financing (construction &
permanent financing)
Private foundation grant funds
Developer or homeowner equity
City bond funds (for infrastructure)
Pittsburgh Water & Sewer Authority bond funds (for
infrastructure)
Other HUD funds
State funds
PHFA funds

The Housing Authority of the City of Pittsburgh –
The Housing Authority of the City of Pittsburgh provides programs
and grants to increase housing choice and affordability within the City
of Pittsburgh. HACP, along with the City of Pittsburgh, has a variety
of affordable housing options, including public housing managed by
the Housing Authority and several privately managed HUD-assisted
developments.
The Housing Authority
has been partnering with
private and non-profit
housing developers to
construct new affordable
housing. One example is
the Larimer-East Liberty
Phase I Housing Project funded through the Choice Neighborhoods
Program; this was created in June of 2014 when the HACP and the
City of Pittsburgh received a $30 million award of HUD FY 2013
Choice Neighborhoods Initiative (CNI) Implementation funds for the
Larimer/East Liberty Phase I revitalization. The Choice
Neighborhoods Program is a HUD-funded program that supports
locally driven strategies to address struggling neighborhoods with
distressed public or HUD-assisted housing. The program takes a
comprehensive approach to the development of the plan in order to
catalyze critical improvements and best transform the neighborhood.
Choice Neighborhoods is focused on three (3) core goals, including
housing, people, and the neighborhood.
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The Housing Authority of the City of Pittsburgh receives
approximately $13,000,000 through the Public Housing Capital Fund
Program, meant for the development, financing, and modernization of
public housing developments and for management improvements.
The Housing Authority’s Public Housing Operating Fund provides
about $45,000,000 annually as operating subsidies to assist in
funding the operating and maintenance expenses of HCAP dwellings,
in accordance with Section 9 of the U.S. Housing Act, as amended.
HACP has also received Replacement Housing Factor Fund grants,
which are HUD-awarded grants that are awarded to Public Housing
Authorities that have removed units from inventory for the sole
purpose of developing new public housing units. Additionally, the
Housing Authority receives funds from HUD through a Resident
opportunities and Self-Sufficiency (ROSS) Grant; ROSS Grants
encourage local, innovative strategies that link public housing
assistance with public and private resources to help families increase
earned income and make progress towards achieving selfsufficiency. The Housing Authority received $186,182 in ROSS funds
for Low-Income Public Housing Operating Subsidies.
Public Housing –
The Housing Authority of the City of Pittsburgh owns and manages
3,053 units of public housing, of which 944 units are elderly or
disabled only and 2,109 units are family. In addition, the Housing
Authority of the City of Pittsburgh administers 5,752 Section 8
Housing Choice Vouchers and 25 Veterans Affairs Supportive
Housing (VASH) Vouchers for rental units in the City. The Housing
Authority of the City of Pittsburgh owns and operates 18 public
housing communities and has budgeted $47,522,436 in Section 8
HAP Subsidies for 2015. The complete listing of housing
communities is shown in the following table:
Table IV-13 - Housing Authority of the City of Pittsburgh Public Housing
Name
Skyline (Formerly
Addison) Terrace
Allegheny
Dwellings
Arlington Heights
Bedford

Neighborhood

Community Type

Total
Units

Accessible
Units

Hill District

Family

168

20

Northside

Family (1-2 bedrooms)

14

14

South Side
Hill District

Family (1-2 bedrooms)
Family

143
411

8
21
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Dwellings
Glen Hazel

Hazelwood

Homewood North

Homewood

Northview
Heights
Caligiuri Plaza
Carrick Regency
Finello Pavilion
Glen Hazel High
Rise
Gualtieri Manor
Mazza Pavilion
Morse Gardens

Family
Family (2, 3, 4, and 6
bedrooms)

127

7

126

8

Northside

Family (1-5 bedrooms)

488

21

Allentown
Carrick
Oakland

Elderly, Disabled (1 bedroom)
Elderly, Disabled (1 bedroom)
Elderly, Disabled (1 bedroom)
Elderly, Disabled (1-2
bedrooms)
Elderly, Disabled (1 bedroom)
Elderly, Disabled (1 bedroom)
Elderly, Disabled (1 bedroom)
Elderly, Disabled (studio, 1-2
bedrooms)
Elderly, Disabled (32 1
bedroom units, 55 2 bedroom
units)

10
66
60

10
4
6

97

16

30
30
70

2
2
4

67

4

87

5

Northside

Elderly, Disabled

120

20

Northside

Elderly, Disabled

211

16

Hazelwood

Family

127

7

South and
West

Family

155

7

North and East

Family

135

21

Hazelwood
Beechview
Brookline
South Side

Murray Towers

Squirrel Hill

Northview
Heights High Rise

Northside

Pennsylvania
Bidwell
Pressley Street
Glen Hazel
Homes
Scattered sites
South
Scattered sites
North

Source: Housing Authority of the City of Pittsburgh

Full-sized maps in the coming pages illustrate the distribution of Low
Income Housing Tax Credit (LIHTC) and other HUD-assisted
developments, public housing developments, and Section 8 Voucher
usage across the City. These affordable housing developments and
Section 8 Vouchers are located in various areas within the City;
however, while some vouchers and public housing developments are
located in higher income areas, the majority are found within or near
low-income areas with high concentrations of minorities.
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Privately Managed Properties –
The following table provides a list of privately managed assisted housing in partnership with the Housing
Authority:
Table IV-14 - Privately Managed Housing in Pittsburgh

Neighborhood

Community
Type

Affordable Public
Housing
Units/units with
both public
housing and tax
credits

Garfield

Family

123

53

49

225

26

Yes

Hill District

Family

180

110

61

351

38

Yes

Northside

Family

86

0

0

86

2

Yes

Oak Hill

Oakland

Family

475

39

204

718

53

Yes

Christopher A.
Smith Terrace

Northside

Elderly (1
bedroom)

25

12

0

37

2

Yes

New Pennley
Place

East Liberty

Family

38

2

24

102

3

Yes

Silver Lake
Commons

Homewood

Elderly

75

0

0

75

8

Yes

Stanton
Heights/Garfield

Elderly

62

14

0

76

9

Yes

Fairmont
Apartments

Garfield

Elderly (1
bedroom)

50

10

0

60

10

Yes

The Legacy
Apartments

Hill District

Elderly

90

18

0

108

11

Yes

Name

Garfield
Commons
Bedford Hill
Manchester

The Commons
at North Aiken

Affordable
Tax Credit
Units

Market
Rate Units

Total
Units

Accessible
Units

Wait
List

The following attached map illustrates all HUD multifamily properties in and around the City of Pittsburgh.
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Note: HUD Multifamily Properties are concentrated throughout the City, with slightly more in East Liberty, Downtown,
and North Side.
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Section 8 –
The following maps highlight the locations of HUD assisted housing
units and the Census Tracts where Section 8 Vouchers are most
commonly used. Areas with high concentrations of Section 8 units
are illustrated with a black circle. Neighborhoods are marked by a
highlighted letter and described in the following narrative.
The Section 8 Housing Choice Vouchers (HCV) are concentrated in
the near-east and northeast areas of the City. However, there are
concentrations of Section 8 HCV’s in Crafton Heights and Sheraden
(labeled A), Marshall-Shadeland and Perry South (B), Lower Hill,
Middle Hill, Lower Lawrenceville (C), Knoxville, Allentown and Carrick
(D), Hays and Hazelwood (E), East Liberty, Garfield, and Bloomfield
(F), and Larimer, Homewood, and East Hills (G) neighborhoods of
the City of Pittsburgh. These areas tend to also have lower rents than
other neighborhoods in the City. These same areas all have low- and
moderate-income populations of over 51%.
Consideration should be given to utilizing any unused Section 8
funds to assist with rental deposits, moving costs, or families facing
eviction due to inability to make rental payments. The Housing
Authority should evaluate its policy of increasing rent subsidies above
the 120% exception for those households that are willing to make
designative moves. There is a continuing need to attract more
landlords into the Section 8 Voucher Program.
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F
B

C

A

G

E

D

A – Crafton Heights, Sheraden
B – Marshall-Shadeland, Perry South
C – Lower Hill, Middle Hill, Lower Lawrenceville
D – Knoxville, Allentown, Carrick
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C
A
F
B

E
D

A – Fineview, East Allegheny
B – Hill District, Terrace Village
C – East Liberty, Garfield

D – Arlington
E – Hazelwood, Glen Hazel
F – Homewood

Source: Housing Authority of the City of Pittsburgh
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The “Low and Moderate Income Population and HUD Assisted
Housing by Block Group Map” illustrates where the public housing
communities are located, along with the LIHTC projects. Illustrated in
the previous map, there are certain areas with high concentrations of
public and private housing development, including privately managed
and HACP Communities, found in the neighborhoods of Fineview
and East Allegheny (labeled A), the Hill District and Terrace Village
(B), East Liberty and Garfield (C), Arlington (D), Hazelwood and Glen
Hazel (E), and Homewood (F). However, these units are clustered
and not scattered throughout the City and are not located outside
areas of low- and moderate-income concentrations. This illustrates
an imbalance where publically assisted housing is located and a lack
of housing choice for those families and individuals who need
publically assisted housing.
Moving to Work (MTW) –
HACP is a participant in HUD’s Moving To Work (MTW)
Demonstration Program. This program provides the opportunity to
design and test innovate, locally-designed strategies to help
residents find employment and become self-sufficient. The goals of
the Moving To Work Program are as follows:




To reposition HACP’s housing stock. These efforts are
designed to result in housing that it is competitive in the local
housing market, is cost-effective to operate, provides a positive
environment for residents, and provides both higher quality and
broader options for low-income families; and,
To promote independence for residents via programs and
policies that promote work and self-sufficiency for those able,
and promote independent living for the elderly and disabled.

The Housing Authority of the City of Pittsburgh’s (HACP) planned
leasing level projects 5,752 Moving To Work Vouchers will be leased
in 2015. Of the total leased vouchers, 407 are project-based, with
commitments for an additional 186 project based vouchers that will
not be leased until 2016. This includes the commitment to project
base vouchers to support the redevelopment of Addison Terrace in
the Hill District. HACP also will issue an RFP for approximately 200
additional project based vouchers for new units in the Hill District,
Larimer/East Liberty, and/or surrounding neighborhoods where the
HACP is planning redevelopment efforts. The Section 8 waiting list
has been closed since March 15, 2010, but was re-opened from April
28 through May 11 of 2014. HACP received over 10,000 preapplications, and will randomly select 5000 families for placement on
the waiting list.
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Actions to Encourage and Engage Public Housing Residents
The Housing Authority of the City of Pittsburgh will continue to hold
monthly meetings of the presidents of the tenant councils and the
Resident Advisory Board to encourage resident participation in the
housing authority’s management. The Housing Authority of the City
of Pittsburgh will establish a Voucher Participant Advisory Council to
get more input from Housing Choice Voucher participants. This
program will operate in addition to the Resident Advisory Council.
The Housing Authority of the City of Pittsburgh’s Resident SelfSufficiency Department is responsible for providing supportive
service coordination and case management programming for their
residents, whether the residents live in an HACP housing
development, or use their Housing Choice Voucher to live in a private
development. The RSS staff is responsible for identifying community
needs and gaps in service delivery, and they build relationships with
the HACP Tenant Councils.
The Housing Authority encourages tenants to participate in the
HACP’s Family Self-Sufficiency (FSS) Program called "Realizing
Economic Attainment for Life" (REAL) and the Resident Employment
Program. These programs are part of its Moving To Work (MTW)
Program to promote self-sufficiency and independent living. Moving
to Work is a demonstration program for public housing authorities
that enables them to design and test innovative, locally-designed
strategies that use Federal dollars more efficiently and incentivizes
residents to become more self-sufficient. Moving residents to the
Homeownership Program is one of the goals of the HACP.






The Realizing Economic Attainment for Life (REAL) Program
assists residents in preparing for and seeking gainful
employment.
The Resident Employment Program (Section 3) offers a variety
of classes and training programs to enable residents to gain
employable skills.
The Homeownership Program assists residents who want to
own a home through financial counseling and mortgage
assistance programs.
Modified Rent Policy for the Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher
Program and Low-Income Public Housing Program.


Building on the modified rent policy developed for the
Low Income Public Housing Program. HACP requires
that any non-elderly, able-bodied head of household who
is not working to either: a) participate in a local self-
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sufficiency (LSS), welfare to work, or other employment
preparation and/or training/educational program or; b)
pay a minimum tenant payment of $150.00 per month.
This policy provides additional incentives for families to
work or prepare for work and increases overall
accountability.





HACP’s objectives for this program include increased
participation by voucher holders in self-sufficiency,
welfare to work and other training and education
programs, increased levels of employment and earned
income by participants, and potentially reduced Housing
Assistance Payment costs to the Authority.



HACP requires that any non-elderly, able-bodied head of
household who is not working, may participate in the
Family Self-Sufficiency Program or pay a minimum rent
of $150.00 per month. Hardship exemptions are
permitted. This policy provides additional incentives for
families to work or prepare for work. HACP’s objectives
for this program include: increased participation in the
Family Self-Sufficiency Program, increased rent
collections, and increased level of families in the
workforce.



HACP may operate both the Low Income Public Housing
Program and the Housing Choice Voucher Program with
a recertification requirement modified to at least once
every two years. Changes in income still must be
reported, and standard income disregards continue to
apply. This policy change reduces administrative burdens
on the Authority, thereby reducing costs and increasing
efficiency. HACP’s objectives for this initiative are
reduced staff time and thus reduced costs, and improved
compliance with recertification requirements by tenants
and the HACP.

Homeownership Program Policies.


The Homeownership Program Policies include:
o

Operation of a combined Low Income Public
Housing (LIPH) and Housing Choice Voucher
(HCV) Homeownership Program;

o

Homeownership Program assistance to include
soft-second mortgage assistance coupled with
closing cost assistance, homeownership and
credit counseling, and foreclosure prevention only;
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o

Expansion of Homeownership Program eligibility
to persons on the LIPH and HCV program waiting
list;

o

Establishing a homeownership
mortgage waiting list.

soft-second



HACP operates a single Homeownership Program open
to both Low Income Public Housing and Housing Choice
Voucher Program households. This approach reduces
administrative costs, expands housing choices for
participating households, and provides incentives for
families to pursue employment and self-sufficiency
through the various benefits offered.



HACP’s homeownership program includes the
availability of soft-second mortgage assistance, which
increases affordability and thus housing choice for
eligible families while decreasing costs to the HACP and
providing an incentive for families to become selfsufficient. As the number of soft-second mortgages may
be limited based upon budgeted spending authority, it
was necessary to establish a waiting list for soft-second
mortgages to ensure fair award of available funds.



Homeownership Program eligibility and assistance to
persons on the HACP waiting lists for Public Housing
and the Housing Choice Voucher program has been
expanded.



HACP’s objectives for this program are to maintain or
increase the level of participation in homeownership
program activities and the number of families achieving
homeownership.

Energy Performance Contracting.


Under HACP’s Moving To Work Agreement, HACP may
enter into Energy Performance Contracts (EPC) without
prior HUD approval. HACP continues its current EPC to
reduce costs and improve efficient use of federal funds.



HACP’s current EPC includes installation of water
saving measures across the authority, installation of
more energy efficient lighting throughout the authority,
and installation of geo-thermal heating and cooling
systems at select communities. HACP’s objectives
include realizing substantial energy cost savings.
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Establishment of a Local Asset Management Program.


HACP has embarked on a strategy to transition its
centralized management to more decentralized sitebased management capable of using an asset
management approach. During HACP’s implementation,
HUD adopted similar policies and requirements for all
Housing Authorities. Specific elements of HACP’s Local
Asset Management Program will continue to develop
and refine the Local Asset Management Program to
reduce costs and increase effectiveness.



HACP’s objectives for this initiative include increased
efficiency of operations, and improved site based
budgeting and accounting to more accurately reflect
actual costs at the sites.

Modified Housing Choice Voucher Program policy on maximum
percent of Adjusted Monthly Income permitted.




HACP’s operation of the Housing Choice Voucher
Program allows flexibility in the permitted rent burden for
new tenancies, or affordability. Specifically, the limit of
40% of Adjusted Monthly Income allowed for the tenant
portion of rent is used as a guideline, not a requirement.
HACP continues to counsel families on the dangers of
becoming overly rent burdened, however, a higher rent
burden may be acceptable in some cases. This policy
increases housing choice for participating families by
giving them the option to take on additional rent burden
for units in costlier neighborhoods. HACP’s objective for
this initiative is to increase housing choices for
participating families.

Modified Payment Standard Approval.


HACP is permitted to establish Exception Payment
Standards up to 120% of Fair Market Rent (FMR)
without prior HUD approval. HACP has utilized this
authority to establish Area Exception Payment
Standards and to allow Exception Payment Standard as
a Reasonable Accommodation for a person with
disabilities. Allowing the Authority to conduct its own
analysis and establish Exception Payment Standards
reduces administrative burdens on both the HACP and
HUD (as no HUD approval is required) while expanding
housing choices for participating families.
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HACP does not currently have any Area Exception
Payment Standards.



HACP will continue to allow an Exception Payment
Standard of up to 120% of FMR as a reasonable
accommodation for persons with disabilities.



HACP’s objective for this initiative is to expand housing
choices for eligible families.

Use of Block Grant Funding Authority to support:


Development and Redevelopment.



Enhanced and Expanded Family Self-sufficiency and
related programming.



Homeownership Program.



Originally approved with the initial Moving To Work
Program and expanded to include homeownership and
resident service programs in subsequent years, HACP
continues to use Moving To Work block grant funding to
support its Moving To Work Initiatives.

The Housing Authority of the City of Pittsburgh will continue to hold
monthly meetings of the presidents of the tenant councils and the
Resident Advisory Board to encourage resident participation in the
housing authority’s management.
8.

Homeownership Choice Developments –
The Pennsylvania Housing Finance Agency
(PHFA) had a funding program available to
for-profit and not-for-profit developers to
undertake large-scale new and rehabilitated
for-sale
developments
in
urban
neighborhoods. The City of Pittsburgh has
been
awarded
seven
(7)
PHFA
Homeownership Choice awards.
These
projects are described below.


Garfield
Homeownership
Development – (Garfield)

Choice

Scattered

Site

Garfield Jubilee Association (GJA) and Bloomfield Garfield
Corporation (BGC) formed a Joint Venture and were awarded
financing through the Pennsylvania Housing Finance Agency’s
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(PHFA) Homeownership Choice Demonstration Program
(HCDP) to develop 50 housing units. The development called
for demolishing obsolete structures, acquiring large contiguous
parcels of land for redevelopment, and salvaging dilapidated
properties where possible. All units were sold to households
earning at or below 115% of the area median income, but the
majority of units were sold to households earning at or below
80% of the median income.


Beltzhoover Homeownership
Development – (Beltzhoover)

Choice

Scattered

Site

The
Beltzhoover
Citizens
Community
Development
Corporation, the South Side Local Development Company, and
Jaxon Development Company formed Hilltop Housing Ventures
Partnership and submitted an application to the Pennsylvania
Housing Finance Agency (PHFA) Homeownership Choice
Program to develop 50 units of new housing in the Beltzhoover
and bordering Allentown neighborhoods. The development
called for acquiring large contiguous parcels of land and
demolishing the obsolete, abandoned structures that are on
them. These units are marketed to all incomes but deferred
mortgages will enable households who are 80% or below
median income to afford the units. It is anticipated that all units
will be sold to households at or below 115% of area median
income. No additional development is expected to take place
with this project due to the lack of a market and the level of
distress in the community.


Federal Hill Homeownership
(Central Northside)

Choice

Development

–

The Urban Redevelopment Authority of Pittsburgh (URA) is
working with the local neighborhood organization, Central
Northside Neighborhood Council (CNNC) and a private
developer, S&A Homes, to create approximately 50 units of forsale housing.


East Liberty Neighborhood Revitalization Initiative (NRI) –
(East Liberty)
The completion of 65 units under the PHFA Neighborhood
Revitalization Initiative (NRI) and Excellence in Design (EDI)
programs was aimed to initiate the revival of the blighted
historic area of East Liberty. The development consists of 65
newly constructed or renovated houses to be built/rehabilitated
in a six (6) block area primarily on N. Euclid, N. St. Clair,
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Mellon, and Hays Streets, as well as the redevelopment of
abandoned and nuisance properties in poor condition.


Building
United
of
Southwest
Susquehanna Street (Homewood)

Pennsylvania

–

Building United of Southwestern Pennsylvania (BUSWPA),
through a partnership with the Pittsburgh Housing
Development Corporation (“PHDC”), is serving as a catalyst for
reinvestment in the neighborhood by developing up to 30 new
for-sale housing units under PHFA’s NRI program. The
development calls for acquisition and demolition of forty-five
row houses, acquiring parcels of land for redevelopment, and
salvaging dilapidated properties where possible.


Friendship Development Associates/Pittsburgh Housing
Development Corporation – North Fairmount Street
(Garfield)
Phase I
To complement the artist development and to capitalize on the
development momentum of Penn Avenue and Garfield, the
Friendship Development Associates (FDA) and the Pittsburgh
Housing Development Corporation (PHDC) partnered to submit
an application to PHFA for up to 25 units of new and
rehabilitated housing. FDA developed an 18-unit new
condominium building on Penn Avenue (on the corner of Penn
and North Fairmount). The PHDC will complement this
development by rehabilitating six existing homes on North
Fairmount Street, one block into the Garfield neighborhood.
Each rehabilitated house will have an ancillary rental unit in the
rear.
The Glass Lofts is a mixed-use project at the corner of Penn
and North Fairmount Street with 18 for-sale loft condominiums,
a 3,200 square foot first floor commercial space intended for a
restaurant, a 1,100 sq. ft. office space and four artists’ studios.
Phase II
PHFA also committed a second round of NRI funds to the Penn
Avenue Corridor. These funds will be used to build up to seven
(7) new units on Penn Avenue and complete four more
rehabilitations on N. Fairmount Street.
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Middle Hill Housing Ventures – Wylie Avenue Homes
(Middle Hill District)
The Urban Redevelopment Authority of Pittsburgh (URA) is
working with Macedonia Church and Jaxon Development to
create up to 32 units of for-sale housing- the Wylie Homes
Initiative - under PHFA’s NRI program. Construction and
rehabilitation of these housing units is meant to reinvigorate the
Middle Hill by removing blight and stabilizing the housing stock
in the area.

9.

Low Income Housing Tax Credit –
The Low Income Housing Tax Credit (LIHTC) Program was created
under the Tax Reform Act of 1986 and is intended to attract private
investment to develop affordable rental housing for low- and
moderate-income households. This program provides a dollar-fordollar tax credit to reduce the developer’s Federal Income Tax.
The City of Pittsburgh promotes the use of Low Income Tax Credits.
From 2012 to 2015, nine (9) LIHTC projects were completed or
awarded funds. There have been 497 units developed, of which 426
were for low-income City residents. The following table illustrates
which LIHTC projects were developed in the City of Pittsburgh since
2012. All projects have been applied for and/or have received LIHTC
funding through the Pennsylvania Housing Finance Agency (PHFA).
Table IV-15 - City of Pittsburgh LIHTC Projects

Project Name:

Project
Address:

Project
City:

Project
State:

Project
ZIP
Code:

Total
LowIncome
Units:

PAA1987125

302 Zara Street
Apartments

Total
Number
of
Units:

302 Zara Street

Pittsburgh

PA

15210

25

25

PAA1987250

Ansonia Apartments

Pittsburgh

PA

15214

8

8

PAA1987260

Bates Hill

2655 Perrysville
Avenue
3812 Bates Street

Pittsburgh

PA

15213

50

15

PAA1987265

Belvidere I

54 Wabash Street

Pittsburgh

PA

15220

4

4

PAA1987440

Wood Street Commons

300 Wood Street

Pittsburgh

PA

15222

270

270

PAA1988005

1006 Salter Way

Pittsburgh

PA

15212

1

1

PAA1988010

1021 Lawndale Street

Pittsburgh

PA

15221

1

1

PAA1988125

223 West Burgess Street

Pittsburgh

PA

15214

2

2

PAA1988145

2612 Sarah Street

1006 Salter Way
1021 Lawndale
Street
223 W Burgess
Street
2612 Sarah Street

Pittsburgh

PA

15203

2

2

PAA1988280

5143-45-47 Blair Street

5143 Blair Street

Pittsburgh

PA

15207

3

3

HUD ID
Number:
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PAA1988440

Bellefield Dwellings

PAA1988560

O'Hara Place Apartments

PAA1988625

Stanton Avenue Project

PAA1989090

1525 Alton Street

PAA1989170

217-225 Luray Street

PAA1989175

2256 Almont Street

PAA1989190

2320 Cobden Street

PAA1989450

7754 Tioga Street

PAA1989490

Anaheim Street

PAA1989560

Center Avenue

PAA1989625

Hodgkiss/Superior/Wasbur

PAA1989635

Inwood

PAA1989640

Liberty Point Apartments

PAA1989680

One Point Breeze

PAA1990170

7160 Upland Street

PAA1990175

7260 Campania Street

PAA1990180
PAA1990315
PAA1990320

Allequippa Place
Hill Com I
Hill Com II

PAA1990340

Lafferty Project

PAA1991315

Ansonia Apartments

PAA1992020

18 Jacksonia

PAA1992075

Campania #2

PAA1993045
PAA1993065

244 Swope Street
Brighton Place
Crawford Roberts
Redevelopment
457 Norton Street
606 Mullberry Street
Apartments

PAA1993085
PAA1994035
PAA1994050
PAA1995020

Apartments at Whitehall

PAA1995050

Crawford Square Phase II

PAA1995125

Milliones Manor

PAA1996010
PAA1997075

5635 Stanton Avenue
Apartments
Garfield Jubilee Rehab
Project

4400 Centre
Avenue
3625 Liberty
Avenue
5240 Stanton
Avenue
1525 Alton
Avenue
217 Luray Street
2256 Almont
Street
2320 Cobden
Street
7754 Tioga Street
823 Anaheim
Street
2515 Center
Avenue
1400 Hodgkiss
Street
827 Inwood Street
3417 Liberty
Avenue
7227 Penn
Avenue
7160 Upland
Street
7260 Campania
Street
Allequippa Street
Scattered Site
Scattered Site
41 Lafferty
Avenue
2655 Perrysville
Avenue
18 Jacksonia
Street
7262 Campania
Street
244 Swope Street
Scattered Sites
Centre Avenue &
Crawford Street
457 Norton Street
606 Mulberry
Street
1651 Skyline
Drive
1707 Centre
Avenue
2827 Bedford
Avenue
5635 Stanton
Avenue
112 N Fairmount
Street
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Pittsburgh

PA

15213

158

157

Pittsburgh

PA

15201

59

59

Pittsburgh

PA

15201

10

10

Pittsburgh

PA

15216

2

2

Pittsburgh

PA

15214

5

5

Pittsburgh

PA

15210

1

1

Pittsburgh

PA

15203

4

4

Pittsburgh

PA

15208

1

1

Pittsburgh

PA

15219

8

5

Pittsburgh

PA

15219

4

3

Pittsburgh

PA

15212

52

40

Pittsburgh

PA

15208

1

1

Pittsburgh

PA

15201

56

56

Pittsburgh

PA

15208

36

36

Pittsburgh

PA

15208

1

1

Pittsburgh

PA

15206

1

1

Pittsburgh
Pittsburgh
Pittsburgh

PA
PA
PA

15290
15222
15222

24
63
50

24
63
50

Pittsburgh

PA

15210

1

1

Pittsburgh

PA

15214

8

6

Pittsburgh

PA

15212

4

4

Pittsburgh

PA

15206

1

1

Pittsburgh
Pittsburgh

PA
PA

15206

1
32

1
32

Pittsburgh

PA

15219

203

101

Pittsburgh

PA

15211

2

2

Pittsburgh

PA

15221

4

4

Pittsburgh

PA

15227

62

61

Pittsburgh

PA

15219

71

43

Pittsburgh

PA

15219

39

39

Pittsburgh

PA

15206

11

11

Pittsburgh

PA

15206

18

18
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PAA1997145

Manchester Hope

PAA1998070

Constantin Building

PAA1998170

Manchester Hope Phase II

PAA1998220

Riverview Terrace

PAA1999060

Constantin Building

PAA1999067

Crawford Square Phase III

PAA1999130

Manchester Hope

PAA1999135

Manchester Hope Phase II

PAA1999197

Pennley Park Apartments
Phase

PAA1999276

Wylie Avenue Townhomes

PAA2000140

Riverview Terrace

PAA2000165
PAA2001135

Sycamore Street
Apartments
New Pennley Place Phase
II

PAA2002035

Emory Senior Housing

PAA2002090

Oak Hill Phase 1C

PAA2002135

St. Georges Close

PAA2003010

Bedford Phase 1A

PAA2003015

Bedford Phase 1B

PAA2003115

Oak Hill Phase 1D

PAA2003150

Silver Lake Commons

PAA2004110

North Aiken Apartments
Rosshill Retirement
Residence

PAA2005155
PAA2006040

Fairmont Apartments

PAA2006055

Generations

PAA2006125

Penn Manor

PAA2006180

Widows Home

PAA2007115

Liberty Park Phase I

PAA2007120

Lou Mason Jr Apartments

PAA2007185

West Park Court

PAA2008015

Bedford Hill Apartments
Phase II

PAA2008110

Marian Plaza

1104 W North
Avenue
5720 Friendship
Avenue
Scattered Sites
2829 Bedford
Avenue
5720 Friendship
Avenue
510 Protectory
Place
1406 W North
Avenue
1105
Pennsylvania
Avenue
200 N Negley
Avenue
2037 Wylie
Avenue
2829 Bedford
Avenue
124 W Sycamore
Street
5601 Penn
Avenue
324 N Beatty
Street
415 Burrows
Street
3400 Mexico
Street
245 Hillside Drive
2060 Webster
Avenue
415 Burrows
Street
6935 Frankstown
Avenue
5330 N Aiken Ct.
7500 Ross Park
Drive
5461 Penn
Avenue
700 Wood Street
125 N Saint Clair
Street
308 N Taylor
Avenue
6201 Broad Street
2121 Centre
Avenue
710 W North
Avenue
8601 Bricelyn
Street
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Pittsburgh

PA

15233

20

20

Pittsburgh

PA

15206

37

37

Pittsburgh

PA

15233

25

25

Pittsburgh

PA

15219

37

36

Pittsburgh

PA

15206

37

37

Pittsburgh

PA

15219

74

48

Pittsburgh

PA

15233

20

20

Pittsburgh

PA

15233

25

25

Pittsburgh

PA

15206

102

25

Pittsburgh

PA

15219

24

24

Pittsburgh

PA

15219

36

36

Pittsburgh

PA

15211

20

20

Pittsburgh

PA

15206

34

28

Pittsburgh

PA

15206

24

24

Pittsburgh

PA

15213

150

93

Pittsburgh

PA

15212

18

18

Pittsburgh

PA

15219

48

36

Pittsburgh

PA

15219

99

75

Pittsburgh

PA

15213

86

56

Pittsburgh

PA

15208

75

75

Pittsburgh

PA

15224

76

76

Pittsburgh

PA

15237

93

85

Pittsburgh

PA

15206

60

60

Pittsburgh

PA

15221

15

15

Pittsburgh

PA

15206

55

39

Pittsburgh

PA

15212

24

24

Pittsburgh

PA

15206

124

84

Pittsburgh

PA

15219

108

108

Pittsburgh

PA

15212

112

110

Pittsburgh

PA

15219

116

91

Pittsburgh

PA

15221

50

50
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PAA2008160
PAA2009005

Second East Hills Phase II
Bedford Hill Phase III

PAA2009010

Benet Woods

PAA2009105

The Century Building
South Hills Retirement
Residence
Oak Hill Apartment Phase
II Wadsworth
Dad's House and Safe
Haven

TC2008-0603
TC2009-0522
TC2010-0801
TC2010-0405

Garfield Heights Phase III

TC2010-0804
TC2010-0607

Dinwiddie Street Housing
II
Garfield Glen
Liberty Park Phase II

TC2011-0313

Bellefield Dwellings

TC2011-0404

East Liberty Place South

TC2011-0408

Garfield Heights Phase IV
Dinwiddie Street Housing
III

TC2010-0408

TC2011-0410
TC2011-0803

Shanahan Apartments

TC2012-0406

Addison Terrace Phase I

TC2012-0457

Homewood Senior
Apartments

TC2013-0407

Uptown Lofts on Fifth

TC2013-0418

Larimer Phase I

TC2014-0304

Parkside Manor

TC2014-0426
TC2014-0442
TC2014-0449

Larimer/East Liberty Ph. I
Garfield Glen II
The Brew House

TC2015-0802

Penn Mathilda Apts.

TC2012-0406

Addison Terrace Phase I

TC2012-0457

Homewood Senior
Apartments

TC2013-0407

Uptown Lofts on Fifth

TC2013-0418

Larimer Phase I

TC2014-0304

Parkside Manor

TC2014-0426
TC2014-0442
TC2014-0449

Larimer/East Liberty Ph. I
Garfield Glen II
The Brew House

TC2015-0802

Penn Mathilda Apts.

2303 E Hills Drive

Pittsburgh
Pittsburgh

PA
PA

15221
15219

66
88

66
88

Pittsburgh

PA

15229

11

11

Pittsburgh

PA

15222

60

28

101 Ruth Street

Pittsburgh

PA

15211

106

-

2531 Wadsworth

Pittsburgh

PA

15213

86

-

Pittsburgh

PA
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The following attached map illustrates all LIHTC properties in and
around the City of Pittsburgh.


LIHTC Properties
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Note:

LIHTC Projects are scattered throughout the City, with higher concentrations in the neighborhoods of Downtown,
the Strip District, East Liberty, Larimer, Homewood, North Side, and Mount Washington.
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URA-funded LIHTC projects in 2014:


Larimer KBK Development - entails the new construction of a
scattered site 40-unit affordable housing development in the
Larimer neighborhood. Of the total units four (4) will be
handicapped accessible.



Allegheny Union Baptist Association (AUBA) – 2700 Centre
Avenue entails the reconfiguration, rehabilitation and
preservation of an existing affordable housing building for lowincome senior citizens in the Hill District. Of the 44 units to be
rehabilitated, three (3) are handicapped accessible.



Penn Mathilda (4800 Penn Avenue) – entails the new
construction of 39 affordable housing units and ground floor
commercial space. Half of the units (19-20) will be targeted to
serve veterans of the U.S. Armed Services and twelve (12) will
be handicapped accessible.



The Brew House – entails the conversion of the former
Duquesne Brewery Company into a mixed-income housing
development consisting of 48 affordable units and 28 marketrate units (8 handicapped accessible).



Larimer / East Liberty Phase I – entails the new construction
of 56 affordable units and 29 market rate units in the
Larimer/East Liberty area (with 10 units being handicapped
accessible).

The following map illustrates all LIHTC units in the City of Pittsburgh,
as well as the low-moderate income percentage of the Census Tract
each is located in. Many of the LIHTC units are located in low- to
moderate-income areas with minority percentages above 32.55%.
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10.

HUD Assisted Housing –
HUD funds the Section 202 and Section 811 Supportive Housing
programs to encourage and support the development of assisted
housing in cities across the Country. The Section 202 Supportive
Housing for the Elderly Program provides financial support for the
construction, rehabilitation, or acquisition of supportive housing for
the elderly. Similarly, the Section 811 Supportive Housing for the
Disabled provides financial assistance for nonprofit organizations
seeking to develop affordable, supportive housing for low-income
adults with disabilities. The City of Pittsburgh is supportive of the
use of Section 202 and Section 811 Supportive Housing
developments to increase the supply of affordable supportive
housing in the City. There are many existing developments,
developments currently under construction, and planned proposals.

11.

Homeless Facilities –
The following table lists the existing facilities for the homeless in the
City of Pittsburgh and Allegheny County. Each of these homeless
facilities are under contract to the Allegheny County Department of
Human Services which administers the Continuum of Care for the
City and County. The Allegheny County Department of Human
Services contracts with providers to serve residents throughout the
City of Pittsburgh and Allegheny County.
Table IV-16 – Supportive Housing Programs

Agency and
Program Name

Program
Capacity

Description
Permanent Housing for Persons with Disabilities

ACTION Housing
Inc. – Housing Plus
II

Allegheny Valley
Association of
Churches –
Hospitality Homes I

Housing Plus II is a permanent housing program for 11 single
adult consumers with a documented disability, who have a
history of chronic homelessness. The supportive services
include: Case Management (Mental Health/Drug and Alcohol
Counseling), employment counseling, life skills training, and
property management service twenty-four hours a day, seven
days a week.
Hospitality Homes I consists of 10 units (8 family housing units
and 2 individual units) of scattered site Permanent Housing for
Persons with Disabilities All units are located in the Allegheny
Valley area and include both single unit homes and apartments.
Eligible participants are those with a disability coming from a
shelter or transitional housing program. Participants work with a
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Allegheny Valley
Association of
Churches –
Hospitality Homes
II

Community Human
Services
Corporation –
Families United
Community Human
Services
Corporation –
Work Toward
Sustainability from
Crisis

Community Human
Services
Corporation –
Shelter Plus Care

East End
Cooperative
Ministry – Dad’s
House (FAITH
House)
FamilyLinks –
Community
Housing Program
Gaudenzia Erie,
Inc. – Dolores
Howze

case manager to create goals to help them maintain housing and
connect with services such as welfare, SSI, SSDI, food stamps,
employment and training, etc.
Hospitality Homes I consists of 10 units (8 family housing units
and 2 individual units) of scattered site Permanent Housing for
Persons with Disabilities All units are located in the Allegheny
Valley area and include both single unit homes and apartments.
Eligible participants are those with a disability coming from a
shelter or transitional housing program. Participants work with a
case manager to connect with mental and physical health
treatment, drug and alcohol services, life skills, job training,
employment, and other services.
The CHS-Families United program is a supportive housing
program that provides permanent housing and assistance to 20
homeless, single, and disabled individuals and their children who
have a history of chronic homelessness. Families United also
serves households that would be considered treatment resistant,
as well as those who experience addiction and mental illness.
Supportive services, such as essential MSW/LSW service
coordination and rental assistance, are provided.
Work Toward Sustainability from Crisis (WTSC) provides 20
units of public housing for homeless, single, and disabled
individuals. A case manager assists consumers with benefits
screening, applications for mainstream services, and referrals to
other community-based services.
Community Human Services Shelter Plus Care Program
(Cultivating Health for Success Program) is a permanent
supportive housing program that provides 47 units of Shelter
Plus Care to individuals with physical and psychiatric conditions
that cause them to overuse mainstream services such as
emergency rooms. The program provides intensive case
management, care coordination, medical oversight, and in-home
ADL services to participants in need of more consistent medical
and behavioral monitoring.
FAITH House is a permanent supportive housing program
serving 27 single or married adults with children. The program
focuses on individuals with a physical or mental disability and
works to maintain housing stability with their children establish
self-sufficiency. Twenty-seven scattered-site apartments will be
available. The location preference for the apartments is in the
eastern neighborhoods in Allegheny County.
FamilyLinks Community Housing Program is a permanent
housing program providing supportive housing to homeless
individuals and families with mental health and other identified
disabilities. There are 12 units with 21 total beds, providing
housing for 6 single individuals and 6 families.
The Dolores Howze program provides supportive services and 6
scattered site permanent housing units to 6 single men or
women with disabilities and 2 single head of households with
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Gaudenzia Erie,
Inc. – Village 1

Goodwill of SW PA
– Northside
Common Ministries

HEARTH – Pride
Permanent
Housing

Hosanna House –
New Foundations I

Light of Life
Rescue Mission –
Dual Diagnosis
Program

Mercy Life Center
Corporation –
Bridging the Gap

disabilities and their children. A comprehensive array of services
includes scattered site housing, substance abuse treatment,
prevention and intervention, primary health care, mental health
treatment, child development, life skills development, and
transportation.
The Village 1 program provides supportive services and
scattered site housing to homeless men and women with
disabilities (including substance abuse) and their children. A
comprehensive array of services includes scattered site housing,
substance abuse treatment, prevention and intervention, primary
health care, mental health treatment, child development, life
skills development, and transportation.
Northside Common Ministries Permanent Housing Program
provides 11 units of scattered-site permanent housing and
support for single men with disabilities. With a focus on a
housing-first model, NCM begins to prepare residents for a
successful, long term, more independent living situation through
intensive case management and collaborative efforts within the
Continuum of Care. The program assists with mental health,
substance abuse, HIV/AIDS counseling, family reunification,
veterans’ services, legal services, lack of basic skills and
education, and various other issues.
HEARTH’s Pride Permanent Housing for homeless women with
disabilities provides housing for 6 women who need support
beyond transitional housing.
The program provides case
management with linkages to other supportive services to 6
women and their children as specific needs arise. The project
has 6 scattered site units, two 2-bedroom units and four 3bedroom units located in northern Allegheny County.
Hosanna House provides scattered site permanent housing and
supportive services for 20 women with children. The program
provides housing, case management, employment, and
education services so that families can move towards selfsufficiency. The program teaches skills on how to access
mainstream services, develop coping skills and techniques to
move towards successful transition from homelessness to
independence.
Dual Diagnosis Program is a PH supportive housing program for
single men with disabilities in an 11-unit facility-based apartment
building. Participants are provided bi-weekly case management
and counseling services along with weekly recovery groups and
educational and employment assistance when appropriate. The
program focuses on 8 key areas for continued recovery and
maximizing
the
individual’s
self-sufficiency,
including
employment, income, recovery, spirituality, education, mental
health and family reunification.
Bridging the Gap will provide permanent scattered-site
apartments for 16 chronically unsheltered homeless adults with
severe and persistent mental illness. This low-demand, housing-
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Mercy Life Center
Corporation –
Generations

Mercy Life Center
Corporation –
Spectrum I

Mercy Life Center
Corporation –
Spectrum II

Pittsburgh AIDS
Task Force –
CHOICE I

Pittsburgh AIDS
Task Force –
CHOICE II

first project provides housing and supportive services to the most
service-resistant chronically unsheltered homeless individuals in
Allegheny County.
Generations provides permanent facility-based apartments for 10
chronically unsheltered adults with severe and persistent mental
illness. This independent-living project provides housing and
supportive services to individuals who, within the Operation
Safety Net Continuum of Care, have a higher level of functioning
and are willing to participate in programming and work on the
goals of an individualized service plan. OSN has developed a
strategy of intensive and multi-disciplinary case management to
make appropriate housing placements with a focus on housing
retention.
Mercy Spectrum I is available for 20 consumers who have been
chronically street homeless, chronically and persistently mentally
ill, and potentially battling co-occurring drug and alcohol
addictions. The program provides permanent housing assistance
to shelter individuals within the community in scattered site
apartments. Program services include service coordination,
mental health, and medical care.
Mercy Spectrum I is available for 45 consumers who have been
chronically street homeless, chronically and persistently mentally
ill, and potentially battling co-occurring drug and alcohol
addictions. The program provides permanent housing assistance
to shelter individuals within the community in scattered site
apartments. Program services include service coordination,
mental health, and medical care.
CHOICE I is a permanent housing program serving homeless
living with HIV/AIDS. Ten individuals and five families are served
by the program at any point in time. Residents often have
experienced poverty, addiction, and mental health diagnoses.
PATF provides medical case management support as well as
direct supports such as food pantry service, emergency funds,
transportation assistance, and legal assistance. Residents are
also linked with a range of other services such as employment
assistance, literacy training, behavioral health counseling, and
HIV clinical care.
CHOICE I is a permanent housing program serving homeless
living with HIV/AIDS. Ten individuals and five families are served
by the program at any point in time. Residents often have
experienced poverty, addiction, and mental health diagnoses.
PATF provides medical case management support as well as
direct supports such as food pantry service, emergency funds,
transportation assistance, and legal assistance. All of these
supports are provide by PATF through a federal grant of Ryan
White Part B funds. Referrals and linkages are made to
employment assistance agencies, behavioral health counseling,
and medical treatment. These services will be provided through
collaboration with The Pittsburgh AIDS Center for Treatment,
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Pittsburgh AIDS
Task Force –
CHOICE III

St. Vincent de Paul
– Path to New Life

Sisters Place –
Daylight Program

Sisters Place –
Permanent
Housing Program

Sojourner House –
MOMS 1

Sojourner House –
MOMS II

Sojourner MOMS –
Open Arms

Positive Health Clinic, Persad Center, and the Jewish Healthcare
Foundation.
PATF will provide permanent housing to 9 HIV/AIDS-infected
individuals and families. With new HIV/AIDS medication and
care, there is an increasing ability for people living with AIDS to
be employed. These 9 new beds would house employable
persons currently facing homelessness, mental illness, and/or
substance abuse issues.
The Path to New Life program has 9 one-bedroom apartments
for 9 homeless ex-offenders who are dual diagnosed or dealing
with an addiction and a disability. All residents will receive a
service coordinator who will assist in linking consumers to
services, which include mental health treatment, addiction
treatment, health care, and other services as identified.
The Day Light Permanent Housing Program is designed to help
five homeless families consisting of a single parent with a
documented significant disability as defined by HUD, and their
children. The program is not targeting the jail population, but will
connect with the Strategic Aftercare Committee and Chaplain’s
Office at the Allegheny County Jail for referral of inmates
participating in this program.
Sisters Place provides 15 units of public housing for single
parents with a disability and their children. The length of stay is
indefinite, during which families receive extensive supportive
services. The project goals are to help the participants remain in
PH, increase skills and income, and achieve greater selfsufficiency. A case manager works with each program participant
meeting with them at a minimum of once a week and tracking
progress on goals.
Sojourner MOMS Phase I provides six 3-bedroom apartments for
homeless women who are mentally ill and have drug and alcohol
issues. The program focuses on mothers and their children.
Case managers work with the mothers and their children in
establishing goals that reflect their specific needs. Residents are
provided a full array of services in the community, including food
pantries, behavioral health treatment, education and job
opportunities, assistance with accessing entitlement and
benefits, life skills, and parenting education.
MOMS II provides 10 units (three and four bedrooms) of housing
to adult women (with children) experiencing homelessness and
who are dual diagnosed with diseases of addiction and MH. A
Case manager develops service plans in conjunction with the
mother. Consumers are provided with linkages to food pantries,
behavioral health treatment, education and job opportunities,
assistance with accessing entitlements and benefits, life skills,
and parenting education. Children are linked to school programs
and educational assessments.
Open Arms provides facility-based transitional housing and
supportive service to homeless women and children. This facility
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Sojourner MOMS Sankofa

Veterans
Leadership
Program –
Independence
Veterans
Leadership
Program – Liberty

Veterans
Leadership
Program – Valor

Veterans
Leadership
Program – Victory

UPMC/WPIC –
Family
Empowerment
Program
UPMC/WPIC – Flex
15

has nine apartments. The program provides a safe, affordable
and structured living environment for families struggling with
substance abuse, domestic violence, and mental health issues.
The goal of the program is to assist the families in eliminating
behavior that caused their homelessness.
MOMS Sankofa provides 12 units of facility-based permanent
housing and supportive services for homeless women and their
children. This facility has 12 apartments (3 three-bedroom, 8 twobedroom and 1 one-bedroom). The program provides a safe,
affordable, and structured living environment for families living
with chronic substance abuse, mental health issues, and
physical disabilities. The overall program objective is to assist the
families in obtaining and remaining in permanent housing.
This project will provide 12 units of permanent housing and
various supportive services for homeless and and/or disabled
veterans with disabilities.
Liberty serves 8 single male or female veterans who have
debilitating disabilities and significant barriers to employment.
Permanent housing is provided through scattered-site housing
throughout Allegheny County. Employment assistance is
available for those able to work and supportive services and
referrals provide life skills, budgeting, connections to the VA,
Social Security and other mainstream services and entitlements.
Valor serves veterans (8 male or female veterans and their
families and 4 single male and female veterans) who have
debilitating disabilities and significant barriers to employment.
Permanent housing is provided through scattered site housing
throughout Allegheny County. Employment assistance is
available for those able to work. Supportive services and
referrals include life skills, budgeting, connections to the VA,
Social Security and other mainstream services and entitlements.
Victory serves veterans (16 male or female veterans and their
families) who have debilitating disabilities and significant barriers
to employment. Permanent housing is provided through
scattered site housing throughout Allegheny County.
Employment assistance is available for those able to work.
Supportive services and referrals include life skills, budgeting,
connections to the VA, Social Security and other mainstream
services and entitlements.
The Family Empowerment Program provides PH for 5 homeless
families disabled by behavioral health issues. WPIC provides
comprehensive supportive services and is committed to using
“evidence-based practices” to incorporate social, vocational,
educational, behavioral and cognitive interventions aimed at
long-term recovery, increasing community stability, and
maximizing self-sufficiency.
The Flex 15 Project is a Shelter Plus Care housing program that
serves 12 homeless individuals and 3 homeless families disabled
by behavioral health issues.
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UPMC/WPIC – Flex
51

UPMC/WPIC – Flex
50 for Families
UPMC/WPIC –
Neighborhood
Living Program

YWCA of Greater
Pittsburgh – WISH
Program

WPIC FLEX 50 is a scattered site permanent housing/leasing
program that serves homeless individuals disabled by behavioral
health issues. Participants will select the communities of their
choice, based upon the needs and wishes of the participant and
their desire to live near other family, amenities, supports, etc.
WPIC FLEX 51 is a scattered site permanent housing/leasing
program that serves homeless families disabled by behavioral
health issues. Participants will select the communities of their
choice, based upon the needs and wishes of the participant and
their desire to live near other family, amenities, supports, etc.
The Neighborhood Living Project (NLP) is a permanent housing
program that serves 41 homeless individuals and 15 homeless
families disabled by behavioral health issues.
The WISH (Women in Supportive Housing) program provides
scattered site PH and supportive services to 20 homeless
women with children. Women must have a MH and substance
abuse diagnosis in order to qualify for the program. The
participants receive intensive case management are provided
weekly in-home case management, referrals and resources,
informational housing meetings, motivation and support,
parenting education support, life skills support, and housing
referrals.

51 Beds /
51 Beds

51 Units /
179 Beds
58 Units /
82 Beds

20 Units /
70 Beds

Safe Haven

Bethlehem Haven –
SOAR

East End
Cooperative
Ministry – Safe
Haven Program
East End
Cooperative
Ministry –
Accessible Safe
Haven Program
Mercy Life Center
Corporation – Trail
Lane Apartments
Western
Psychiatric
Institute and Clinic

The Bethlehem Haven SOAR Program is a Safe Haven that
provides permanent housing and supportive services for 16
chronically homeless women with chronic mental illness.
Residents are referred to SOAR from emergency shelters or the
streets or other areas not meant for human habitation. Staff work
with residents to maintain permanent housing and prevent the
cycle of homelessness from recurring.

16 Units

EECM Safe Haven provides 8 beds for adult males with mental
health or other disabilities. The program provides case
management and support services to residents.

8 Units

EECM Safe Haven provides 2 beds for homeless adult males
with mental health or other disabilities. The program provides
case management and support services to residents, including
life skills such as budgeting, cooking, and cleaning.

2 Units

Trail Lane Apartments provides permanent scattered-site and
facility-based apartments for 30 chronically unsheltered
homeless adults with severe and persistent mental illness. This
low-demand, housing-first project provides housing and
supportive services to the most service-resistant unsheltered
homeless individuals in the County.
The Mathias Project (Safe Haven, SH) is a permanent housing
program that serves 14 chronically homeless individuals disabled
by behavioral health issues. SH is site-based and provides 24-
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of the University of
Pittsburgh Medical
Center – Mathias
Project

hour staffed housing for 14 chronically homeless males.

Transitional Housing Renewal Programs

ACTION Housing
Inc – Homeless
Youth Transition
Program I

ACTION Housing
Inc. – Homeless
Youth Transition
Program III

Alle Kiski HOPE
Center – HOPE
House

Auberle – Movin’
On

Bethlehem Haven 0
First Step

Bethlehem Haven –
Next Step

Bethlehem Haven –
Safe Haven

Homeless Youth Transition I provides 20 one-bedroom units for
homeless young people between the ages of 18 and 24.
ACTION provides case management services that assist the
program participants in becoming self-sufficient adults; the case
management services include assisting the youth with
establishing and implementing education/employment goals,
accessing other necessary social services, developing the life
skills necessary to live independently, and assisting the
participants to transition to permanent housing upon completion
of the program.
Homeless Youth Transition III will provide 25 leased onebedroom apartments for youth ages 18 to 24. All units will be
located in one location. Case management services will be
provided to assist program participants to achieve self-sufficiency
as well as to provide 24-hour coverage at the facility. The project
will work in cooperation with The Bridge of Pittsburgh and five
Independent Living Programs to design and implement a
program that will respond to the needs youth population.
Alle-Kiski HOPE Center HOPE House is a 5-unit transitional
housing program focusing on women with domestic violence
issues. The program is a strength-based, solution-focused
program that seeks to empower individuals to achieve
permanent housing as well as emotional and economic selfsufficiency.
Auberle's Movin' On program provides 10 transitional housing
units to young homeless men (17 to 21 years old). The program
provides a comprehensive array of services to equip them with
the knowledge, skills and resources necessary to obtain and
maintain permanent housing.
First Step provides supportive transitional housing for 10
mentally ill homeless women. Service Coordination focuses on
obtaining PH in the community, engaging residents with mental
health services, and linking them to critical supportive services.
Bethlehem Haven’s Next Step project provides supportive
transitional housing for six homeless mentally ill women. Service
Coordination focuses on obtaining permanent housing in the
community, engaging residents with mental health services, and
linking them to critical supportive services.
Bethlehem Haven's Safe Haven project provides supportive
transitional housing for ten mentally ill homeless women. Safe
Haven’s Service Coordination focuses on obtaining permanent
housing in the community, engaging residents with mental health
services, and linking them to critical supportive services.

Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice

20 Units /
20 Beds

25 Units /
25 Beds

5 Units /
15 Beds

10 Units /
10 Beds

10 Units /
10 Beds

3 Units /
6 Beds

2 Units /
4 Beds

203 of 277

City of Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania

Bethlehem Haven –
Step Up Program

Bridge to
Independence –
Combine
Transitional
Housing Program

Center for Victims
– Womanspace
Transitional
Housing
Center for Victims
– Womanspace
Transitional
Townhouses
Community Human
Services
Corporation –
Rapid Re-Housing
Demonstration
Program
First Step
Recovery Homes –
Transitional
Housing Program
Gaudenzia –
Residential
Program
Gaudenzia –
Village II

Goodwill of SW PA
– HARBOR Project

Step Up Program provides transitional housing to 20 homeless
women with chronic substance abuse issues. Step Up residents
receive case management, vocational education and career
development services, substance abuse and mental health
treatment, life skills education, housing counseling and
placement, legal services, and primary care services.
Bridge to Independence serves homeless single women and
families in their transitional housing programs of Debra House,
Families First, and Family Focus. Each program addresses a
specific population of homelessness, including women, women
who may be D&A, and/or dual diagnosed with children and large
intact families. The programs serve 4 individuals, 23 adults, 43
children and 19 families, utilizing facility-based units ranging from
dormitory style, apartment and row housing. Participants also
address each issue unique to them to bridge from homelessness
to self-sufficiency.
Center for Victims / Womansplace Transitional Housing Program
consists of 2 units, both of which are separate apartments
located in the same building. One unit is an efficiency unit that
can house a single female and the other is a 2-bedroom unit for
a Single Female with Children. The 12-month program is
designed for female victims of domestic violence.
Womanspace Townhouses is an eight-unit facility-based housing
program. The 24-month program serves women (with children)
who have experienced domestic violence. Clients receive
domestic violence counseling, attend to health and mental health
issues, and gain assistance in obtaining safe, affordable housing.
The CHS-Rapid Re-Housing Demonstration Project will provide
20 units of transitional supportive housing for individuals and
families living on the streets or in an emergency shelter (from 3-6
months or 9-15 months for families with dependent children).
First Step Recovery Homes Inc. provides TH community-based
housing to low-income or no-income homeless adult males ages
18 to 65. Fourteen beds serve single males in transitional
housing with substance abuse issues.
The Gaudenzia Residential Program provides seven units of
transitional housing and supportive services to homeless adults
with children. The adults typically have a substance abuse
disability.
The Gaudenzia Village II program provides 10 units of scattered
site Transitional Housing and supportive services to 4 homeless
single adults and 6 adults with 6 children who have disabilities
(substance abuse).
HARBOR (Helping Alleviate Offender Barriers to Reintegration)
Project serves homeless recently incarcerated individuals
returning to the community from the Allegheny County Jail
System who were homeless prior to entering the jail. Individuals
are provided TH housing and supportive services for an average
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Goodwill of SW PA
– Healthy Start
House

Goodwill of SW PA
– HEART House

HEARTH –
Transitional
Housing

Mercy Life Center
Corporation –
Housing Plus

Naomi’s Place –
Naomi’s Place
Transitional
Housing
Pittsburgh AIDS
Task Force –
Pathways

St. Vincent de Paul
– Michael’s Place

Sisters Place –
Transitional
Housing
Veterans
Leadership
Program –
Airborne
UPMC / WPIC –
Buffalo Street
Project

of 6 to 12 months with a maximum duration of 24 months.
Healthy Start House is a multi-faceted six-unit transitional
housing program in Duquesne, PA. The mission of Healthy Start
House is to provide housing and supportive services that help
homeless women gain the skills that they need to move to
independent living.
Goodwill’s HEART House program is a TH program that serves 3
homeless families (single women w/children). Case Management
is critical to facilitating the family’s success toward overcoming
barriers, establishing employment and transitioning successfully
within 24 months.
HEARTH's TH provides furnished housing to homeless women
and their children in 15 self-contained 2 and 3 bedroom
apartments. The goal of the program is to provide consumers
with housing and supportive services while they continue their
education so they can become economically self-sufficient.
The Housing Plus Program provides case management and
housing services to the unsheltered homeless population.
Twenty apartments are leased from local landlords for 18
individuals and 2 families. Clients of the Housing Plus program
work closely with a professional case manager on their individual
goals.
Naomi's Place provides facility-based transitional housing and
supportive services to 6 single homeless women and 2 homeless
women with children in recovery with a dual-diagnosis. Services
provided include case management, assistance with accessing
mainstream services, employment services, and behavioral
health services.
Pittsburgh AIDS Task Force Pathways Transitional Housing
Program provides ten transitional housing units for homeless
people living with HIV/AIDS. The program provides medical case
management and supportive services to address unmet needs of
this homeless population.
Michael's Place provides 12 beds of TH to homeless men with
drug and alcohol addictions and recent criminal backgrounds.
The program provides 24-hour supervision, food, clothing,
personal care items, assistance in obtaining ID, case
management, mental health service, life skills training,
transportation, and a safe living environment.
Sisters Place Transitional Housing Program provides 10 units of
transitional housing designed to facilitate the movement of
homeless, single parents (primarily young mothers ages 18-26)
and their children to permanent housing.
Airborne TH serves 25 single male or female veterans.
Transitional housing is provided through scattered site housing
throughout Allegheny County. Employment assistance is
available for those able to work.
The Buffalo Street Project is a five-unit transitional housing
program that targets mentally ill homeless individuals and
families. Participants will receive intense in-home and flexible
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UPMC / WPIC –
Dan Robinson
Project
Womanspace East
Inc. – Transitional
Housing

YWCA of Greater
Pittsburgh – Bridge
Housing Program

services provided by a Buffalo Street specific case manager.
The Dan Robinson Project is a 13-unit transitional supportive
housing program that serves homeless individuals and families
disabled by behavioral health issues who also have an extensive
forensic history and/or are at risk of incarceration.
Womanspace East Transitional Program is a facility-based, 10unit transitional housing program for women and their dependent
children who are in crisis. The focus of the program is for each
client to achieve the highest degree of self-sufficiency through
individualized goal planning and engagement with supportive
housing services and to secure permanent housing.
The Bridge Housing Program provides scattered site TH and
supportive services case management services to 10 homeless
women with children. The program provides homeless families
with the opportunity to choose the location of housing based
upon neighborhood characteristics, proximity to schools, work,
and social supports, thereby improving the participant's ability
and motivation to achieve positive outcomes.

13 Units /
25 Beds

10 Units /
20 Beds

10 Units /
25 Beds

Reallocation Project
Mercy Life Center
Corporation – A
Step Forward

12.

A Step Forward will provide rapid re-housing financial assistance
to 12 homeless families at any point in time in Allegheny County.
12 Family
This housing-first project will target the unsheltered homeless
Units
families who lack access to traditional services needed to secure
and maintain permanent housing.

Planning, Zoning, and Building Codes
City of Pittsburgh
The City of Pittsburgh, through its Department of City Planning,
regularly reviews and updates its Zoning Ordinance to ensure that it
offers accurate guidance for future development within the City.
The City has adopted the latest revisions to the following model
building and construction codes:


The International Building Code, 2009 Edition



The International Existing Building Code, 2009 Edition



The International Property Maintenance Code, 2006 Edition



International Mechanical Code, 2003 Edition



The International Fuel Gas Code, 2009 Edition



The International One and Two Family Dwelling Code, 2009
Edition
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National Electric Code, 2008 Edition



International Energy Conservation Code, 2009 Edition

The International Code Council has released the 2009 version of its
model codes. The City has adopted the latest versions, as several
revisions have significantly improved consistency with the Fair
Housing Act, the regulations implementing that Act, and the Fair
Housing Accessibility Guidelines.
Some revisions to the City’s Zoning Ordinance were recommended
in 2012 A.I., which should still be considered by the City Planning
Department and Planning Commission. The following items should
be reviewed for inclusion in the Zoning Ordinance:


Under §901.03 – Purpose and Intent. Add a new subparagraph to the list of purposes:
(j) Affirmatively further fair housing in the City in accordance
with the Fair Housing Act of 1968, as amended (42 U.S.C.
3601 et seq.)



Under Chapter 926: DEFINITIONS. There is no definition for
a “Community Home” listed in this Chapter. However, under
Chapter 911: PRIMARY USES, §911.02 – Use Table, there
is a category entitled “Community Home” under the list of
Residential Uses. It states: Community Home is a group of
more than eight unrelated disabled persons living together
as a single housekeeping unit with shared common facilities.
If required, staff persons may reside on the premises. A
Community Home may not be a Multi-Suite Residential use
or an Assisted Living use as defined in Section 911.02. For
the purposes of this definition, “disabled” means
“handicapped” as defined according to the Fair Housing Act
Amendments of 1988 [42 U.S.C. 3602 (h)], and any
amendments thereto. This use does not include Custodial
Care Facilities. This use includes halfway houses where
persons are aided in readjusting to society following a period
of hospitalization or institutionalized treatment for a medical,
psychiatric, developmental, emotional, or other disability or
handicap. This does not include halfway houses for people
leaving a correctional facility.



Under §911.04.A.84:
Community Home uses shall be subject to the following
standards in all districts:
a. The dwelling unit shall have one (1) primary means of
ingress/egress, a single outside mailbox, single utility
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b.

c.

d.
e.
f.

connection (except for telephone, computer, and
cable service), and common eating/cooking areas;
The uses shall not require alteration to the exterior
structure except where otherwise permitted for single
family residential dwellings or where required under
health/safety codes;
The number of unrelated disabled persons shall not
exceed an average of one (1) per bedroom. The
following persons shall not be included in determining
the average number of persons per bedroom in the
Community Home: persons with a permanent
personal relationship choosing to share a bedroom
with a disabled resident of the Community Home,
parents or legal guardians of a resident of the
community Home who choose to live in said home.
Further, the use shall not require substantial
alterations to the interior of the structure for the
purpose of creating additional bedrooms;
On-site parking spaces shall be provided at the ratio
of one (1) stall for every three (3) persons on duty;
Any office located in the dwelling unit shall be limited
to on-site program use only; and
The Approving Body shall determine that the
establishment of the Community Home will not
detrimentally impact the neighborhood by contributing
to the saturation of Community Homes or social
service institutions.

This limitation of one (1) person per bedroom is not in
accordance with the Fair Housing Act and should be revised.


Since the definition of “Family” encompasses up to 8
unrelated “disabled” individuals who live together in a single
unit with shared facilities, there is no need to clarify a
“disabled person’s ability to live independently with up to 7
other individuals. This is in keeping with the Fair Housing
Act.



The “Community Home” definition should be included in
Chapter 926 DEFINITIONS, which would clarify the situation
of more than 8 “disabled” individuals who live together.



However, there is a potential for discrimination in the fact
that “Community Homes” are shown in §911.02 – Use Table
as a “Special Exception” which must be reviewed by the
Zoning Board of Adjustment. This use should be “Permitted”
in the RM, Mixed Use, and the DT districts in which Multi-
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Unit Residential is permitted by right. This would afford equal
treatment for the “disabled.”


Under Chapter 926: DEFINITIONS there is no definition for
“Housing for the Elderly” listed. However, under Chapter
911: PRIMARY USES, §911.02 – Use Table, there is a
category entitled “Housing for the Elderly” under the list of
Residential Uses. It states: Housing for the Elderly means a
building, or portion thereof, with dwelling units and shared
facilities for residents, designed specifically for occupancy
predominantly of persons or heads of households who are
sixty-two or more years of age. In addition, there is also a
definition for “Housing for the Elderly (Limited),” which
states: Housing for the Elderly (Limited) means a Housing
for the Elderly use with less than 30 units; as well as a
definition for “Housing for the Elderly (General),” which
states: Housing for the Elderly (General) means a Housing
for the Elderly use with 30 or more units. It is recommended
that these definitions be added to Chapter 926:
DEFINITIONS.



In addition, “Housing for the Elderly” is listed as a “Special
Exception” or a “Zoning Administrator Exception.” This, too,
is a potential for discrimination since Multi-Unit Residential is
permitted by right in the RM, Mixed Use, and DT districts. If
this was changed, it would afford equal treatment for the
elderly, which is a protected class.

The Division of Zoning and Development Review is considering
these changes as part of a larger omnibus Zoning Code
amendment bill, which is intended to be reviewed by the Planning
Commission and recommended to City Council for approval within
the next two years.
The City’s Department of Planning should still consider
“Inclusionary Zoning” principles and incentives. The City does not
promote a blanket policy requiring affordable housing in all new
housing developments. The City is instead considering using
density bonuses as an incentive to include affordable housing in
new developments and to tie public funding as an incentive to
develop affordable housing.
According to the U.S. Department of Justice:
“A concern expressed by some local government officials and
neighborhood residents is that certain jurisdictions,
governments, or particular neighborhoods within a jurisdiction,
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may come to have more than their "fair share" of group homes.
There are legal ways to address this concern. The Fair Housing
Act does not prohibit most governmental programs designed to
encourage people of a particular race to move to
neighborhoods occupied predominantly by people of another
race. A local government that believes a particular area within
its boundaries has its "fair share" of group homes, could offer
incentives to providers to locate future homes in other
neighborhoods.
However, some state and local governments have tried to
address this concern by enacting laws requiring that group
homes be at a certain minimum distance from one another. The
Department of Justice and HUD take the position, and most
courts that have addressed the issue agree, that density
restrictions are generally inconsistent with the Fair Housing Act.
We also believe, however, that if a neighborhood came to be
composed largely of group homes, that could adversely affect
individuals with disabilities and would be inconsistent with the
objective of integrating persons with disabilities into the
community. Especially in the licensing and regulatory process,
it is appropriate to be concerned about the setting for a group
home. A consideration of over-concentration could be
considered in this context. This objective does not, however,
justify requiring separations which have the effect of foreclosing
group homes from locating in entire neighborhoods.”
The Pennsylvania Legislature, under its 2015 Session introduced
House Bill Number 809 in the General Assembly. This bill stated
that:
“…no ordinance enacted by a municipality shall prohibit the
occupation of a dwelling unit based on: (1) the individual’s
matriculation status; or (2) the number of unrelated individuals
sharing the dwelling unit.”
The PA General Assembly has not acted on the Bill as of the end of
December, 2015.
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)
HUD encourages its grantees to incorporate “visitability” principles
into their designs. Housing that is “visitable” has the most basic
level of accessibility that enables persons with disabilities to visit
the home of a friend, family member, or neighbor. “Visitable”
homes have at least one accessible means of egress/ingress for
Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice

210 of 277

City of Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania

each unit, and all interior and bathroom doorways have 32-inch
clear openings. At a minimum, HUD grantees are required to abide
by all Federal laws governing accessibility for disabled persons.
The Housing Authority of the City of Pittsburgh has stated that it is
in full compliance with the HUD visitability standards. In addition,
the City appears to be including the “visitability” standards in its
Plan Review of new residential developments. The City also offers
up to a $2,500 tax break for “visitability” improvements made to
residential properties.
Federal Requirements
Federal laws governing accessibility requirements include Section
504 of the Rehabilitation Act, the Americans with Disabilities Act,
and the Fair Housing Act.
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act (24 CFR Part 8), known as
“Section 504” prohibits discrimination against persons with
disabilities in any program receiving Federal funds. Specifically,
Section 504 concerns the design and construction of housing to
ensure that a portion of all housing developed with Federal funds is
accessible to those with mobility, visual, and hearing impairments.
The Americans with Disabilities Act (42 U.S.C. 12131; 47 U.S.C.
155, 201, 218, and 225) (ADA) prohibits discrimination against
persons with disabilities in all programs and activities sponsored by
state and local governments. Specifically, ADA gives HUD
jurisdiction over housing discrimination against persons with
disabilities.
The Fair Housing Act was amended
in 1988 to include persons with
disabilities as a protected class, as
well as to include design and
construction requirements for housing
developed with private or public
funds. Specifically, this law requires
property owners to make reasonable
modifications to units and/or public
areas in order to allow the disabled
tenant to make full use of the unit. Additionally, property owners are
required to make reasonable accommodations to rules or
procedures to afford a disabled tenant full use of the unit. As it
relates to local zoning ordinances, the Fair Housing Act prohibits
local government from making zoning or land use decisions, or
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implementing land use policies that exclude or discriminate against
persons of a protected class.
The City of Pittsburgh in
cooperation
with
Allegheny
County has established a Task
Force on Disabilities. The City
also
has
hired
an
ADA
coordinator, Richard Meritzer. Mr.
Meritzer and the Task Force
have prepared a plan entitled
“Hospital Compliance Guidelines”
for consumers who are deaf,
deaf-blind, and hard of hearing.
These
guidelines
are
in
accordance with the Americans
with Disabilities Act. The City and
County have also adopted a
“Residential Visitability Design
Tax Credit Program.” Under this
program, a property owner can
receive a property tax credit of up
to $2,500 on their County Real Estate Taxes and can also qualify
for an additional $2,500 credit on their City of Pittsburgh Real
Estate Taxes if they make modifications to their buildings to make
them “visitable.” This applies to all types of residential structures,
single-family homes, a duplex, a triplex, townhouse, row house,
and adapting a former industrial or commercial building to a multifamily residential use.
The City, through its ADA Coordinator, has been streamlining the
building permit process for accessibility. There is no charge for this
service. It is a “One Step Process” whereby applicants are walked
through the system. The City has produced a “One Step” video on
the program as well as a video on “Visitability” to market the tax
credit program.
13.

Taxes
Real estate property taxes also impact housing affordability. This
may not be an impediment to fair housing choice, but it does impact
the affordability of housing.
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The City, Allegheny County, and the City of Pittsburgh School
District set the real estate taxes for the City of Pittsburgh. The
millage rates in the City are outlined below.
Real Estate Millage Rates in the City of Pittsburgh - 2015


County ................................... 4.73 mills



City ......................................... 8.06 mills



School..................................... 9.84 mills

The Allegheny County tax rates remained the same between 2014
and 2015, while the School district tax rose to 9.84 mills and the
City of Pittsburgh tax rose to 8.06 mills. The table below illustrates
the real estate taxes for properties assessed at $100,000 and
$65,000 (the median 2015 certified court ordered reassessed
property value for all residential properties according to the
Allegheny County Office of the Controller).
Table IV-18 - City of Pittsburgh Property Taxes - 2015
Taxes for Property
Assessed at $100,000

Taxes for Property
Assessed at $65,000

County Taxes

$

473.00

$

307.45

City Taxes

$

806.00

$

523.90

School Taxes

$

984.00

$

639.60

Total Taxes

$ 2,263.00

$ 1,470.95

There are several tax abatements and exemptions for taxpayers in
Allegheny County:





Act 1 (Property Tax Relief): Property owners with primary
residences in Allegheny County are eligible to have the
property assessment value of their homes reduced for school
tax purposes only. If they are already receiving the Act 50
Homestead Exclusion, property owners are automatically
enrolled in the Act 1 program.
Act 42 – County: Homeowners making improvements are
eligible to have the first $66,000 in value abated for County
taxes for two (2) years, until 2015.
Act 50 (Homestead/Farmstead Exclusion): County
property owners with primary residences here are eligible to
have the property assessment value of their home reduced
by $18,000 for County tax purposes only.
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Act 77 (Senior Citizen – Property Tax Relief): Residents
who are at least 60 years old, have an annual income of
$30,000 a year or less (counting just half of Social Security or
Railroad Tier One benefits) and have lived in and owned their
current Allegheny County residence for at least 1- years are
eligible for a 30 percent reduction in their County tax bill.

Taxes themselves may not be an impediment to fair housing,
however the relatively high taxes in the City do affect the
affordability of housing. In 2013, Allegheny County had a new
reassessment. Property values increased significantly in all areas
of the City. Over 100,000 appeals were filed in the County and all of
these appeals have been heard. The elderly have been especially
burdened with increased taxes and many are having difficulty
paying their taxes and are experiencing a cost overburden in their
living expenses. The new real estate tax bills adversely affected
this protected class and may cause a further exodus of residents
from the City.
14.

Comprehensive Plan
In 2010, the City of Pittsburgh began the process of updating its
Comprehensive Plan. The Comprehensive Plan, referred to as
“PLANPGH” outlines goals and strategies for the development and
growth of the City of Pittsburgh over the next 25 years.
“PLANPGH” addresses the following twelve components:
Openspace (Open Space, Parks, and Recreation), Preserve
(Cultural
Heritage
and
Historic
Preservation),
Move
(Transportation), Art (Public Art), Design (Urban Design), Facilities
(City-Owned Buildings), Power (Energy and Efficiency), Services
(Infrastructure Services), Work (Economic Development), Live
(Housing), Learn (Educational Facilities), and Land Use (Zoning
and PLANPGH Policy Integration).
City Planning has developed a website entitled “PGHSNAP.” This
visually shows the data on each Pittsburgh neighborhood and
resource maps of the areas. City Planning has organized and taken
90 data sets and put them into an easy to understand format by
City neighborhood. PDF versions and raw data were available online for viewing and information gathering. While PDF forms of the
Cultural Heritage and Historic Preservation Plan and the Open
Space, Parks, and Recreation Plan are available, the Department
of City Planning is re-populating the website and are planning a
relaunch of the Comprehensive Plan.
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15.

Transportation
The Allegheny County Port Authority provides public transportation
to residents in and around the City of Pittsburgh. Public transit is
important to the economic development and housing development
in the City and County. Many people rely on bus service to access
work, school, and other services, and often use mass transit routes
to decide where they will live. The public transit system is currently
facing severe budget shortages, which has resulted in drastic
service cuts. Many neighborhoods of the City have experienced
reduced service, while others are losing service altogether.
The reduction in Federal and State funding for transportation has
created an impediment for lower-income households who do not
have private transportation to travel between high opportunity areas
and the areas of concentrated poverty and race where they live.
The City has started to address these issues through the creation
of Transit Revitalization Investment District (TRID) Plans and
intermodal centers.
The following map highlights the areas of the City with housing
units occupied by persons that do not have to a car. A higher
concentration of units without a car is represented by darker
shades of gray. These households are more reliant on public
transportation to meet their various needs and are concentrated in
the neighborhoods of East Liberty and Larimer (A), CrawfordRoberts, Hill District, and Terrace Village (B), and Fineview, East
Allegheny, and Northview Heights (C). The lack of public
transportation limits housing choice and housing opportunities to
the low-income residents who do not always own a car, or have
access to private transportation.
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B

A

A – East Liberty, Larimer
B – Crawford-Roberts, Hill District, Terrace Village
C – Fineview, East Allegheny, Northview Heights
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16.

Education
Education is often an important factor influencing the opportunities
for where people choose to live. Many families living in the City of
Pittsburgh send their children to the Pittsburgh Public Schools,
especially if they cannot afford tuition to send their children to a
private or parochial school. Pittsburgh Public Schools are divided
by neighborhood, but the neighborhood school boundaries often
change. This allows the school district to encourage more schools
to be diverse in their composition, particularly in areas of the City
that are less diverse by nature. Unfortunately, this can make it
difficult for families interested in sending their children to specific
neighborhood schools.
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In addition to these neighborhood schools, the Pittsburgh School
District also has magnet schools and charter schools available.
These types of schools increase the educational choices and
opportunities for children living in the City. Charter schools are
public, nonsectarian schools that operate under an agreement
between the charter school and local school board; the home
district for each student attending pays a fee set by the state. As
they are not operated by Pittsburgh Public Schools, they can
sometimes offer more flexibility for both teachers and students
alike.
Magnet schools are another option for students living in the City.
While magnet schools are still operated by Pittsburgh Public
Schools, they offer specialized programs designed to offer special
instruction and attract a more diverse student body. Like charter
schools, magnet schools offer additional options to parents seeking
to improve their children’s educational options within the City.
However, there is more demand for spots in charter and magnet
schools than there are openings. Admission to charter and magnet
schools are based on a random lottery system, although there is
some preference for siblings. The illustration on the left was part of
a 2013 Post-Gazette Newspaper article looking at the difficulty in
getting a student admitted into charter and magnet schools in
Pittsburgh. While some schools are somewhat difficulty to gain
admission to, some offer just a one if fourteen chance.
The “Pittsburgh Promise” has also
been a valuable asset to the
Pittsburgh Public Schools since it
was first announced in 2006. The
“Pittsburgh
Promise”
provides
grants up to $40,000 for in-state
college tuition to students living in
the City of Pittsburgh and
graduating from a Pittsburgh Public
School with a GPA of at least 2.5
and 90% attendance in school. The
“Pittsburgh Promise” scholarship is
not competitive and is awarded to
every eligible student meeting the
guidelines.
This
program
is
designed as an incentive for
families to enroll their students in the Pittsburgh Public Schools
from an early age, with the maximum award amount being made to
those who have attended schools in the district since Kindergarten.
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No scholarships are available to students who began attending a
school in the district in 10th grade or later. This program has been a
positive driving force in promoting attendance and improved
performance of the students.
“A+ Schools” is a non-profit organization that provides an annual
report outlining the status and accomplishments of each school
within the district. This annual report, the most recent being titled
“2014 Report to the Community on Public School Progress in
Pittsburgh” provides some insight into the progress and
accomplishments of each elementary, K-8, Middle, 6-12, High, and
Charter Schools in the Pittsburgh Public School District. This report
indicates that enrollment has increased slightly, with the most
growth occurring at the high school level. Populations of Asian and
Hispanic enrollment have also increased. Additionally, the
percentage of students eligible for free/reduced lunches (used as a
measure of poverty) increased by more than three points between
2012 and 2014 (71.3% to 75%).
Table IV-19 - Student Demographic Information
At Each Grade Level Configuration for 2013-2014
K-5

K-8

Middle

6-12

9-12

District

Number of schools

22

12

7

5

4

56

Average enrollment

341

499

329

659

1,059

467

Range of enrollment

108 to
533

240 to
783

180 to
577

459 to
919

725 to
1,374

108 to
1,374

Percent black

56%

52%

49%

64%

43%

54%

Percent white

30%

35%

36%

28%

47%

34%

Percent multi-ethnic

8%

8%

7%

5%

5%

7%

Percent Asian

4%

3%

4%

2%

7%

4%

Percent Hispanic

3%

2%

3%

1%

2%

2%

-

-

-

-

-

-

78%

74%

80%

63%

71%

75%

Percent other
Percent eligible for
free/reduced lunch

Source: A+ Schools 2012 Report to the Community on Public School Progress in Pittsburgh

“A+ Schools” also noted a large increase in the number of schools
(primarily elementary and 6-12 schools) that had achievement gaps
by race that were less than 10 percentage points. There were 15
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schools, including four charter schools, with gaps of less than 10
points in Math, while there were eight (8) schools, including two (2)
charters, with gaps of less than 10 points in Reading.
Two high schools have achievement gaps of greater than 50
percentage points in reading and math. The 2012-2013 school year
reported a graduation rate of 77%, which was an increase of 8%
points from the 2011 rate of 69%. The Update to the 2012 Analysis
of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice noted that the Pittsburgh
Public School Board voted to close schools and has laid off 280
faculty and support staff, due to the decreased enrollment.
Enrollment Change By Grade Level

Source: A+ Schools 2013-2014 Report to the Community on Public School Progress in Pittsburgh

The policies and procedures of the Pittsburgh Public Schools
influence residents of the City of Pittsburgh. It is possible for
neighborhood school boundary lines set by the school district to
mitigate segregation within the City. The City of Pittsburgh does not
have direct control over these policies, but has been an active
participant in helping to mitigate unintended consequences of
policies that might be detrimental to the long-term development of
the City, and fair housing choice based on location. There is a new
City – School Commission that came out of the Mayor’s Task Force
on Education. This Commission is charged the task of making
recommendations for improving the City’s School System and
creating a healthy school district.
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17.

Section 3
HUD’s definition of Section 3 is:
Section 3 is a provision of the Housing and Urban Development Act
of 1968. The purpose of Section 3 to ensure that employment and
other economic opportunities generated by certain HUD financial
assistance shall, to the greatest extent feasible, and consistent with
existing Federal, State and local laws and regulations, be directed
to low- and very low income persons, particularly those who are
recipients of government assistance for housing, and to business
concerns which provide economic opportunities to low- and very
low-income persons.
The following is the City of Pittsburgh’s guidelines that is uses to
accomplish Section 3 compliance:


When a contract or project is put out for bid, as part of the
bid-package, the advertisement contains the Section 3
information describing the requirements of Section 3 of the
Housing and Urban Development Act of 1968, as amended,
12 U.S.C. 1701U (Section 3). The first three pages of this
five-page document are the actual wording of Section 3,
including 25 CFR Part 135. These three pages are to be read
by and signed by all contractors bidding on City projects and
contracts, stating that the contractor “will abide by and include
in all subcontracts the requirements of Section 3 of the
Housing and Urban Development Act of 1968, as amended.”
Page four is the “Estimated Work Force Breakdown” sheet
which requires the following: total estimated positions
needed; number of positions occupied by permanent
employees; number of positions not occupied; and number of
positions to be filled with Section 3 residents. Page four also
is a signature page. Page five is the “Section 3 Business
Utilization” sheet. This form asks for general contract
information and requests the following: name of
subcontractor; Section 3 business; address; trade/service or
supply; contract amount; award date; and competitive or
negotiated bid. It then asks for the total dollar amount
awarded to Section 3 businesses. This form is then checked
by the City’s Labor Compliance Officer (DCP) to ensure that it
was indeed filled out and signed by those contractors
submitting bids.



Once the contract is awarded to a contractor, a PreConstruction Conference is then scheduled. At this
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conference the Labor Compliance Officer spends time going
over all of the U.S. Department of Labor, U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development, and City of Pittsburgh
regulations and requirements with the contractor. The above
stated Section 3 document is given to the contractor during
the conference for a second time, and must be filled out,
signed and sent to the Labor Compliance Officer with all the
other documents/paperwork involved in the Pre-Construction
Conference. When this form is approved the second time with
the contractor, additional information (received from HUD in
2009) is covered regarding Section 3, amplifying and
describing this effort in much more detail.


Two other areas of concern are addressed during the PreConstruction Conference: the requirement that contractors
inform the Labor Compliance Officer (LCO) as to locations
and times, once the work on a project begins, and a second
piece that relates specifically to Section 3. Contractors are
given a form with two sections to complete. The first requires
the contractor to submit in writing where Section 3 “new hires”
will be located and the source they were recruited from for the
contract. The second section requires the contractor to
confirm in writing if the crew-size for all work done on a
project is sufficient and no new-hires of any kind will be
needed. This is the case for a number of City construction
contracts, as contractors have crews as small as two to four
long time employees. This form is signed and returned to the
LCO with all other requested written information for Section 3.
The contractor is made aware that failure to submit all of the
above will be considered non-compliance.



Finally, in reference to the submission in writing that a
sufficient crew exists and no new hires will be necessary, it is
requested that contingent plans regarding the recruiting and
hiring of Section 3 residents be considered.

During the preparation of this Analysis of Impediments study, no
impediments or complaints were mentioned or filed based on
Section 3 Requirements.
18.

Affirmatively Marketing Plan
URA Affirmative Marketing Policy and Procedures
The Urban Redevelopment Authority of Pittsburgh, in accordance
with the Regulations of the HOME Investment Partnerships
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Program, 24 CFR Part 92.351, has established procedures to
affirmatively market units constructed or rehabilitated under the
HOME Program. The URA believes that individuals of similar
economic levels in the same housing market should have available
to them a like range of housing choices regardless of their race,
color, national origin, sex, religion, familial status, disability, or
sexual orientation.
As the URA is committed to the goals of affirmative marketing for
rental and homeownership projects, all such projects are subject to
its Affirmative Marketing Policy and Procedures. The URA will
inform the public, potential participants, and property owners about
the policy and the fair housing laws through the following efforts:





Referencing the URA’s policy in information related to the
HOME and all federally funded programs.
Requiring use of this policy in the selectin of tenants and
homeowners for available units.
Promoting the URA’s policy on the URA’s website.
Providing Fair Housing Act and the City of Pittsburgh Fair
Practices Ordinance information with standard distributed
materials.

The URA will inform property owners who have expressed interest
in participating in the program about fair housing laws and
affirmative marketing policies prior to entering into a housing
agreement. Furthermore, affirmative marketing policies will be
made part of all formalized agreements. Property owners will be
encouraged to make information on the availability of units known
through:







Advertisements in the Post-Gazette and Tribune Review if the
property owner ordinarily advertises available property sales
and rentals in the news media.
Notifying by brochures or informational leaflets the availability
of units to various minority organizations, faith-based, and
community organizations or unemployment centers where
lower-income persons might be seeking housing along with
other services.
Notifying the Housing Authority of the City of Pittsburgh and
the Allegheny County Housing Authority and requesting that
staff inform applicants on their respective waiting list(s) about
upcoming vacancies.
Place an Equal Housing Opportunity poster in a highly visible
location in the building(s) to be rented or sold.
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Property owners selected for participation in the program will
comply with affirmative marketing requirements by means of an
Agreement that will be applicable for the Period of Affordability and
should provide the URA with the initial Affirmative Fair Housing
Marketing (AFHM) Plan Form HUD 935.2a or 935.2b prior to the
execution of the agreements. The AFHM Plan will be updated every
five (5) years to determine if applicants who are considered “least
likely to apply” do submit applications.
Property owners must begin special outreach activities and request
a thirty (30) day notification from their tenants who intend to move,
so that special outreach can begin prior to notification to general
public. Property owners will advertise in the Pittsburgh newspapers
and/or contact the following organizations:











Urban League of Pittsburgh
Pittsburgh Chapter of the NAACP
Housing Authority of the City of Pittsburgh
Allegheny County Housing Authority
Fair Housing Partnership of Greater Pittsburgh
Faith-based organizations
Goodwill Southwestern Pennsylvania
Action Housing, Inc.
YWCA
Other community centers

The Urban Redevelopment Authority of Pittsburgh will assess the
affirmative marketing efforts of property owners as follows:



Examine records property owners are required to maintain or
actions they have taken and compare them with the actions
the URA required owners to take.
Assess the property owner’s affirmative marketing efforts in
relation to whether or not persons from a variety of racial and
ethnic groups in Pittsburgh have in fact, applied for and/or
became owners or tenants in the newly constructed or
rehabilitated housing units.

The URA will take corrective action if it finds that a property owner
failed to carry out the procedures required or fails to maintain the
records on homebuyers or tenants in accordance with 24CFR
92.351. If a meeting with the property owner fails to improve
affirmative marketing efforts, the URA will notify the property owner
and disqualify a property owner from further participation in future
HOME Investment Partnerships Program funds administered by the
URA.
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C.

Private Sector
The private sector has traditionally been the greatest impediment to fair
housing choice in regard to discrimination in the sale, rental or advertising
of dwellings, the provision of brokerage services, or in the availability of
financing for real estate purchases. The Fair Housing Act and local laws
prohibits such practices as the failure to give the same terms, privileges,
or information; charging different fees; steering prospective buyers or
renters toward a certain area or neighborhood; or using advertising that
discourages prospective buyers or renters because of race, color, religion,
sex, handicap, familial status, national origin, and sexual orientation.
1.

Real Estate Practices
The Realtors Association of
Metropolitan
Pittsburgh
(RAMP)
is
the
local
organization of real estate
brokers operating in the
Greater Pittsburgh area. The
Realtors
Association
of
Metropolitan Pittsburgh has
an open membership policy
and does not discriminate. Members are bound by the Code of
Ethics of the National Association of Realtors (NAR). This Code of
Ethics obligates its members to maintain professional standards
including efforts to affirmatively furthering fair housing. RAMP has
several committees, one of which is the “Equal Opportunity/Cultural
Diversity Committee.” The primary responsibility of this committee
is to promote equal opportunity and cultural diversity by providing
program and services to RAMP members as they work to protect
the rights of persons covered under the Fair Housing Act, the Civil
Rights Act, and ADA laws.
Through the Realtors Association of Metropolitan Pittsburgh, new
agents are required to take fourteen (14) hours of continuing
education during their first two years of membership. Between two
(2) and three (3) hours directly address Fair Housing. The Realtors
Association of Metropolitan Pittsburgh offers continuing education
courses on a variety of topics including a 3.5-hour course on Fair
Housing as well as Diversity Training, several times each year, to
ensure that its members are up to date on policies, practices, and
procedures. RAMP estimates that the average agent is exposed to
approximately 6-8 hours of continuing education that directly or
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indirectly relates to Fair Housing, including all pre-license and postlicense education.
2.

Newspaper/Magazine Advertising
Under Federal Law, no advertisement with respect to the sale or
rental of a dwelling unit may indicate any preference, limitation, or
discrimination because of race, color, religion, sex, handicap,
familial status, or national origin. Under the Fair Housing Act
Amendments, descriptions are listed in regard to the use of words,
photographs, symbols or other approaches that are considered
discriminatory.
Real estate advertisements were reviewed from several real estate
publications, including Apartment Finder, Apartment Rental Guide,
Apartments for Rent, HOMES, and the Real Estate section of the
Sunday editions of the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, and the Daily
News. The Apartment Finder and Apartments for Rent included a
disclaimer from the publisher indicating that each
advertisement is subject to the Federal Fair
Housing Act, and reinforcing that all
dwellings advertised in each publication are
available on an equal opportunity basis.
HOMES contained the fair housing logo on
the bottom of each page. Only some
advertisements in Apartment Rental Guide
contained the fair housing logo, but none
appeared
to
contain
discriminatory
language. None of the advertisements
contained
language
that
prohibited
occupancy by any protected class.

3.

Private Financing
The Financial Institutions Reform, Recovery, and Enforcement Act
of 1989 (F.I.R.R.E.A.) requires any commercial institution that
makes five (5) or more home mortgage loans, to report all home
loan activity to the Federal Reserve Bank under the Home
Mortgage Disclosure Act (HMDA). The annual HMDA data can be
found online at www.ffiec.gov/hmda/ and is included in Part VII,
Appendix C of this Analysis of Impediments. This analysis uses
2013 HMDA data in order to go relate with the Five-Year
Consolidated Plan. The available data indicates discriminatory
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lending patterns between minority and non-minority households.
The following tables provide an analysis of the HMDA data in the
Pittsburgh, PA Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA). Data for the
City of Pittsburgh and Allegheny County is highlighted where
possible. All other data is that of the entire Pittsburgh, PA MSA,
which includes Allegheny County, and parts of, or all of, Armstrong
County, Beaver County, Butler County, Fayette County,
Washington County, and Westmoreland County.
The tables on the following pages compare lending in the City of
Pittsburgh to lending in Allegheny County and the Greater
Pittsburgh Metro Area. Lending in the City of Pittsburgh has been
extracted from the MSA data based on census tract. Conventional
loans in the City of Pittsburgh comprised 20.1% of the conventional
loans in the County and sixteen and one-half percent (16.5%) of the
value of conventional loans made in the County. Of all conventional
loans made in the metro area, just over eleven percent (11.1%) by
count and almost eleven percent (10.9%) by volume were made in
the City.
Table IV-20 - HMDA Data Analysis for 2013
Home Purchase Loans

#

Amount

#

Amount

#

Amount

Home
Improvement
Loans
#
Amount

612

70,879

1,720

305,309

2,800

389,250

715

44,423

Allegheny County

3,823

508,074

8,544

1,607,094

17,558

2,502,407

3,247

209,068

MSA/MD

7,189

974,593

15,446

2,806,227

33,580

4,685,911

7,261

416,439

16.0%

14.0%

20.1%

19.0%

15.9%

15.6%

22.0%

21.2%

53.2%

52.1%

55.3%

57.3%

52.3%

53.4%

44.7%

50.2%

8.5%

7.3%

11.1%

10.9%

8.3%

8.3%

9.8%

10.7%

FHA, FSA/RHS
& VA

Pittsburgh

% of county lending
in Pittsburgh
% of metro area
lending in Allegheny
County
% of metro area
lending in Pittsburgh

Conventional

Refinancing

*Note: Amounts in thousands.
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The following table shows the conventional loan applications in the
City of Pittsburgh. Over three quarters (75.8%) of the loan
applications in the City were originated, while nine and one half
percent (9.5%) were denied.
Table IV-21 - Disposition of Conventional Loans
City of Pittsburgh
Count

% of
Pittsburgh
Applications

% of Allegheny
County
Applications

% of Total
MSA
Applications

1,720

75.8%

15.80%

8.6%

Approved, Not Accepted

121

5.3%

1.11%

0.6%

Applications Denied

215

9.5%

1.98%

1.1%

Applications Withdrawn

177

7.8%

1.63%

0.9%

35

1.5%

0.32%

0.2%

Loans Originated

File Closed for
Incompleteness
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The table below outlines the disposition of conventional loans in the Pittsburgh MSA by income level. Loan
applications from low-income households have the highest denial rates, and upper-income households
have the highest origination rates. Loan applications from households between 50% and 79% of AMI had
an origination rate of 74.59%, meaning almost three-quarters of low-income households’ loan applications
were originated.
Table IV-22 - Disposition of Conventional Loans by Income Level

Income Level
Less than
50% of MSA
Median
50-79% of
MSA Median
80-99% of
MSA Median
100-119% of
MSA Median
120% or More
of MSA
Median
Income not
Available
Total

Applications
Received

Loans Originated

Count

% of
Total

Count

% of
Total
Income
Level

1,345

6.76%

864

3,392

17.04%

2,266

Applications
Approved, Not
Accepted
Count

% of
Total
Income
Level

64.24%

65

2,530

74.59%

11.39%

1,772

1,965

9.87%

10,270

Applications
Denied

Applications
Withdrawn

Applications
Withdrawn or
Closed for
Incompleteness
% of
Total
Count
Income
Level

Count

% of
Total
Income
Level

Count

% of
Total
Income
Level

4.83%

306

22.75%

88

6.54%

22

1.64%

137

4.04%

435

12.82%

244

7.19%

46

1.36%

78.20%

115

5.08%

213

9.40%

137

6.05%

29

1.28%

1,556

79.19%

81

4.12%

164

8.35%

133

6.77%

31

1.58%

51.61%

8,246

80.29%

505

4.92%

663

6.46%

751

7.31%

105

1.02%

663

3.33%

478

72.10%

28

0.00%

107

16.14%

47

7.09%

3

0.00%

19,901

100.00%

15,446

77.61%

931

4.68%

1888

9.49%

1400

7.03%

236

1.19%
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The following tables show the dispositions of conventional loans disaggregated by minority status and
income level for the Pittsburgh MSA. The number of applications for conventional loans submitted by
white, non-Hispanic applicants significantly outnumbers minority applicants in each income level analyzed.
In each of the income categories, the percentage of loans originated by white households is higher than
the percentage of loans originated by minority households, based on the number of applicants in each
minority status category. However, for minority loan applicants at 100% or above AMI, the loan origination
rate is almost equal to that of white, non-Hispanic applicants.

Loans Originated

% of Received
Applications by
Minority Status

Applications
Denied

% of Received
Applications by
Minority Status

Applications
Approved but Not
Accepted

% of Received
Applications by
Minority Status

Applications
Withdrawn

% of Received
Applications by
Minority Status

Applications
Closed for
Incompleteness

% of Received
Applications by
Minority Status

Total

% of Total
Applications

White, NonHispanic
Minority,
Including
Hispanic

Applications
Received

Minority Status

Table IV-23 - Conventional Loan Disposition Rates by
Minority Status, Less than 50% of MSA Median Income

1,138

93.20%

759

66.70%

236

20.74%

57

5.01%

71

6.24%

15

1.32%

83

6.80%

46

55.42%

28

33.73%

2

2.41%

5

6.02%

2

2.41%

1,221

100.00%

805

65.93%

264

21.62%

59

4.83%

76

6.22%

17

1.39%

The number of white, non-Hispanic low-income applicants significantly outnumbers the number of minority
applicants. Minority applicants have a lower origination rate and a higher denial rate than white applicants
with income less than 50% of the MSA median income.
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Applications
Denied

% of Received
Applications by
Minority Status

Applications
Approved but
Not Accepted

% of Received
Applications by
Minority Status

Applications
Withdrawn

% of Received
Applications by
Minority Status

Applications
Closed for
Incompleteness

2,877

93.32%

2,191

76.16%

340

11.82%

108

3.75%

203

7.06%

35

1.22%

206

6.68%

138

66.99%

38

18.45%

7

3.40%

18

8.74%

5

2.43%

3,083

100.00%

2,329

75.54%

378

12.26%

115

3.73%

221

7.17%

40

1.30%

% of Received
Applications by
Minority Status

% of Received
Applications by
Minority Status

Total

Loans
Originated

Minority, Including
Hispanic

% of Total
Applications

White, Non-Hispanic

Applications
Received

Minority Status

Table IV-24 - Conventional Loan Disposition Rates by
Minority Status, 50-79% of MSA Median Income

The number of white, non-Hispanic middle-income applicants significantly outnumbers the number of
minority applicants. Minority households have a lower origination rate and a higher denial rate.

Loans
Originated

% of Received
Applications by
Minority Status

Applications
Denied

% of Received
Applications by
Minority Status

Applications
Approved but
Not Accepted

% of Received
Applications by
Minority Status

Applications
Withdrawn

% of Received
Applications by
Minority Status

Applications
Closed for
Incompleteness

% of Received
Applications by
Minority Status

Total

% of Total
Applications

White, NonHispanic
Minority,
Including
Hispanic

Applications
Received

Minority Status

Table IV-25 - Conventional Loan Disposition Rates by
Minority Status, 80-99% of MSA Median Income

1,979

95.24%

1,576

79.64%

176

8.89%

87

4.40%

120

6.06%

20

1.01%

99

4.76%

68

68.69%

15

15.15%

9

9.09%

4

4.04%

3

3.03%

2,078

100.00%

1,644

79.11%

191

9.19%

96

4.62%

124

5.97%

23

1.11%
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The number of white, non-Hispanic upper middle-income applicants significantly outnumbers the number
of minority applicants. Minority households have a lower origination rate and a higher denial rate.

Loans
Originated

% of Received
Applications by
Minority Status

Applications
Denied

% of Received
Applications by
Minority Status

Applications
Approved but
Not Accepted

% of Received
Applications by
Minority Status

Applications
Withdrawn

% of Received
Applications by
Minority Status

Applications
Closed for
Incompleteness

% of Received
Applications by
Minority Status

Total

% of Total
Applications

White, NonHispanic
Minority,
Including
Hispanic

Applications
Received

Minority Status

Table IV-26 - Conventional Loan Disposition Rates by
Minority Status, 100-119% of MSA Median Income

1,655

92.93%

1,324

80.00%

134

8.10%

65

3.93%

109

6.59%

23

1.39%

126

7.07%

100

79.37%

9

7.14%

5

3.97%

8

6.35%

4

3.17%

1,781

100.00%

1,424

79.96%

143

8.03%

70

3.93%

117

6.57%

27

1.52%

The number of white, non-Hispanic upper-income applicants significantly outnumbers the number of
minority applicants. In this income category, minority applicants have an almost equal loan origination rate
to whites, and a slightly lower denial rate than white applicants.
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% of Received
Applications by
Minority Status

Applications
Denied

% of Received
Applications by
Minority Status

Applications
Approved but
Not Accepted

% of Received
Applications by
Minority Status

Applications
Withdrawn

% of Received
Applications by
Minority Status

Applications
Closed for
Incompleteness

% of Received
Applications by
Minority Status

Total

Loans
Originated

Minority,
Including
Hispanic

% of Total
Applications

White, NonHispanic

Applications
Received

Minority Status

Table IV-27 - Conventional Loan Disposition Rates by
Minority Status, 120% or More of MSA Median Income

8,317

91.03%

6,786

81.59%

494

5.94%

390

4.69%

576

6.93%

71

0.85%

820

8.97%

644

78.54%

57

6.95%

51

6.22%

62

7.56%

6

0.73%

9,137

100.00%

7,430

81.32%

551

6.03%

441

4.83%

638

6.98%

77

0.84%

The number of white, non-Hispanic high-income applicants significantly outnumbers the number of
minority applicants. Compared to white applicants, minority applicants have a slightly lower origination
rate and a slightly higher denial rate, but the rates are more comparable than in other income categories.
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The following table offers a closer look at the denial rates of conventional loans by denial reason and
income level. For applicants earning up to 100% of median income, the most common reasons for denial
is credit history and debt to income ratio. An incomplete credit application and collateral is the most
common reason for denial for applicants earning 100% of median income or more. Overall, the most
common reason for denial is credit history, followed closely by debt-to-income ratio and collateral as the
second and third most common reasons for the denial of conventional loans in the Pittsburgh MSA.
Table IV-28 - Conventional Loan Denial Rates by Denial Reason and Income Level

Count

% of
Income
Level

Count

% of
Income
Level

Count

% of
Income
Level

Count

% of
Total

Total Denials

% of
Income
Level

Income Not
Available

Count

120% or More
High

% of
Income
Level

100-119%
Upper

Count

80-99%
Upper- Middle

% of
Income
Level

50-79%
Middle

Count

Less than 50%
Low

Debt- to-Income Ratio

101

32.90%

91

21.16%

40

19.05%

23

15.54%

93

13.52%

21

20.79%

369

19.59%

Employment History

21

6.84%

14

3.26%

7

3.33%

5

3.38%

18

2.62%

3

2.97%

68

3.61%

Credit History

101

32.90%

112

26.05%

48

22.86%

28

18.92%

94

13.66%

10

9.90%

393

20.86%

Collateral

29

9.45%

78

18.14%

43

20.48%

32

21.62%

177

25.73%

9

8.91%

368

19.53%

Insufficient Cash

12

3.91%

23

5.35%

15

7.14%

12

8.11%

39

5.67%

7

6.93%

108

5.73%

Unverifiable
Information
Credit Application
Incomplete
Mortgage Insurance
Denied

7

2.28%

18

4.19%

11

5.24%

4

2.70%

32

4.65%

8

7.92%

80

4.25%

10

3.26%

57

13.26%

25

11.90%

31

20.95%

126

18.31%

23

22.77%

272

14.44%

2

0.65%

6

1.40%

4

1.90%

3

2.03%

5

0.73%

1

0.99%

21

1.11%

Other

24

7.82%

31

7.21%

17

8.10%

10

6.76%

104

15.12%

19

18.81%

205

10.88%

307

16.30%

430

22.82%

210

11.15%

148

7.86%

688

36.52%

101

5.36%

1,884

100.00%

Total Denials and
% of Total
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In summary, the HMDA Data indicates that low income households
have a higher rate of denial than higher income households do.
Overall, in the City of Pittsburgh, the origination rate of conventional
loans is 75.8%. In the MSA, the number of white applicants
exceeds the number of minority applicants, and the origination and
denial rates by race vary by income. The most common reasons
for denial are credit history, debt-to-income ratio, and collateral.
An additional analysis of loans granted by race in Pittsburgh,
Allegheny County, Pennsylvania, and across the country, is
beneficial to further illustrate the financial trends in the City of
Pittsburgh. The following tables present data gathered from
www.dataplace.org. The table below presents loans for the
purchase of single-family homes by race. The City of Pittsburgh
has a high proportion of home loans made to minority households
relative to Allegheny County and the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania.
Table IV-29 - Home Purchase Loans by Race
City of
Pittsburgh

Allegheny
County

Pennsylvania

United
States

Percentage of owner-occupied home
purchase loans to Whites (2007)

85.3%

90.0%

84.1%

72.7%

Percentage of owner-occupied home
purchase loans to Blacks (2007)

7.3%

4.5%

5.9%

7.9%

3.3%

2.9%

3.6%

5.2%

0.2%

0.1%

0.1%

0.3%

Percentage of owner-occupied home
purchase loans to Hispanics (2007)

1.4%

0.8%

4.5%

10.8%

Percentage of owner-occupied home
purchase loans to mixed race pairs
(2007)

2.2%

1.6%

1.7%

2.9%

Percentage of owner-occupied home
purchase loans to minorities (2007)

14.7%

10.0%

15.9%

27.3%

Percentage of owner-occupied home
purchase loans made to multiracial
applicants (2007)

0.3%

0.2%

0.1%

0.2%

Loans by Race

Percentage of owner-occupied home
purchase loans to Asian/Pacific
Islanders (2007)
Percentage of owner-occupied home
purchase loans to Native Americans
(2007)

Source: www.dataplace.org
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The table below highlights home loans made in the City of
Pittsburgh, Allegheny County, Pennsylvania, and the United States.
The median income in the City of Pittsburgh is lower than the
median income of Allegheny County, Pennsylvania, and the United
States. The City of Pittsburgh has a higher rate of lending to very
low- and low-income borrowers than Allegheny County.
Table IV-30 - Home Purchase Loans by Income
City of
Pittsburgh

Allegheny
County

Pennsylvania

United
States

Median borrower income for owneroccupied purchase 1 to 4 family
(2007)

$54,000

$64,000

$66,000

$74,000

Percentage of owner-occupied home
purchase loans to very low-income
borrowers (2007)

11.3%

7.0%

8.4%

5.7%

Percentage of owner-occupied home
purchase loans to low-income
borrowers (2007)

28.2%

22.8%

23.1%

19.2%

Percentage of owner-occupied home
purchase loans to middle-income
borrowers (2007)

22.6%

24.9%

26.7%

25.8%

Percentage of owner-occupied home
purchase loans to high-income
borrowers (2007)

38.0%

45.3%

41.8%

49.3%

Income

Source: www.dataplace.org

The following table considers the percentage of conventional and
refinancing mortgages made by subprime lenders. The prevalence
of these loans in the City of Pittsburgh in 2005 (the most recent
data available) exceeds the rates in Allegheny County and the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.
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Table IV-31 - Loans from Subprime Lenders by Purpose and Loan Type
Type

City of
Pittsburgh

Allegheny
County

Pennsylvania

United
States

Percentage of conventional home
purchase mortgage loans by
subprime lenders (2005)

12.5%

9.7%

9.8%

17.7%

Percentage of conventional
refinancing mortgage loans by
subprime lenders (2005)

23.7%

20.3%

18.1%

20.4%

Source: www.dataplace.org

There appears to be discriminatory lending practices in the City of
Pittsburgh, as there are disparities between the origination and
denial rates of minority and non-minority households.
In every income category, White, non-minority applicants for a
conventional home purchase loan significantly outnumber minority
applicants. The percentage of total applications by Whites accounts
for at least 90% or more of the total, regardless of income. Loan
origination rates are higher for White applicants than for minority
applicants, and minority denial rates are higher than White denial
rates, but the disparity in the categories of results of the
applications is not as great between Whites and minorities as it is
when comparing the percentage of applications. These numbers
support the finding that White owner-occupied households greatly
outnumber Black owner-occupied households in the City of
Pittsburgh, at 85.3% to 7.3%. The gap is slightly wider in Allegheny
County, where 90.0% of owner-occupied households are owned by
Whites, and 4.5% are owned by Blacks.
Additionally, some citizens completing the citizen survey indicated
that predatory lending practices still exist in the City of Pittsburgh in
the form of high interest rates, financing more than the home is
worth, check cashing facilities, and home equity loans made to
elderly homeowners.
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D.

Citizen Participation
Residents of the City of Pittsburgh were offered opportunities to voice their
opinion(s). The City held four (4) community meetings in different sections
of the City in order to provide as many opportunities for residents to offer
their thoughts. These meetings were held at the following locations:


East Neighborhoods Community Meeting
November 12, 2014 at 6:00 PM
Larimer Kingsley Association
6435 Frankstown Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15206



West Neighborhoods Community Meeting
November 17, 2014 at 6:00 PM
Shelter at Banksville Park
Approximately 1500 Crane Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15202



South Neighborhoods Community Meeting
November 19, 2014 at 6:00 PM
Knoxville Library
400 Brownsville Road
Pittsburgh, PA 15206



North Neighborhoods Community Meeting
November 24, 2014 at 6:00 PM
Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh-Allegheny
1230 Federal Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15212

Flyers were passed out in the communities, postings were done on
community message boards, and flyers were handed out to agencies at
the social service, community development, and housing provider
meetings.
Public Meeting on the Draft AI Public Comments
Any comments received by the City at the public hearings in regard to the
“draft” Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice are included in the
Appendix Section of this report. The following comments were raised at
the public meetings:


Workforce Development: There is a need for more educational
programs and vocational training to prepare low-income residents
for the workforce. There are limited workforce development
programs through social service providers and local high schools.
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Response:




The City is looking for ways to increase new job opportunities,
which will increase household income and promote fair
housing throughout the City. The City will support and
enhance workforce development and skills training that result
in a “livable” wage and increases job opportunities. This is
addressed in ‘Impediment 7: Economic Issues Affect Housing
Choice.’ Furthermore, the City’s Economic Development
Priority contained the following goal: support and encourage
new job creation, job retention, workforce development,
employment, and job training services for the unemployed and
underemployed persons.

Mental Health Services: More mental health services and
counseling options are needed.
Response:




The City plans on working with housing providers to increase
the number of accessible housing units in the City, including
rehabilitation of existing housing units for the developmentally
challenged population (Impediment 4: Accessible Housing
Units). The local mental health facility in the City is willing to
increase its programs and is looking for additional funding
sources.

Bi-Lingual Services: Bi-lingual services should be improved and
the City should offer more support of English as a Second
Language (ESL).
Response:







The Fair Housing Partnership of Greater Pittsburgh (FHP)
promotes fair housing in the Pittsburgh Metro Area. FHP
provides general information brochures that are printed in both
English and Spanish.
The resident survey was made available on the City’s website,
as well as distributed to various housing and social service
groups and agencies, passed out at the neighborhood
meetings, and was prepared in English and Spanish.
The City is preparing a Limited English Proficiency Plan (LEP)
to address this need.
The Pittsburgh Commission on Human Relations (CHR)
provides a general information brochure that is printed in both
English and Spanish.
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Public Transportation: Services vary around the City. While some
areas are well-served, some areas need improvements such as
extended service hours and greater handicapped access to “T”
transit stops.
Response:




Lack of public transportation options limits housing choice and
housing opportunities for low-income residents who do not
own a car or have access to private transportation. The City
will require new affordable housing and developments to
examine transportation when preparing their new plan and
seeking financial assistance.

Youth Programs: More youth programs are needed; many children
lack parental supervision. Youth also need more mentors and
mentorship programs. More recreational centers and playgrounds
would help.
Response:








Economic Development Priority of the City supports and
encourages new job creation, workforce development, and
employment and job training services for the unemployed
persons including summer youth programs.
The City is continuing to support ACTION Housing Inc, which
provides one-bedroom apartments for youth ages 18-24. The
project will work in cooperation with The Bridge of Pittsburgh
and five (5) Independent Living Programs to design and
implement a program that will respond to the needs of the
youth population.
The City will continue to support public service and
recreational programs for youth in its Annual CDBG Budgets.

Public Schools: The Pittsburgh Public School System must be
improved; many families move out of the City for the better school
districts in the suburbs.
Response:


The “Pittsburgh Promise” has been a valuable asset to the
Pittsburgh Public Schools since starting in 2006. The program
provides grants up to $40,000 for in-state college tuition to
students living in the City of Pittsburgh and graduating from a
Pittsburgh Public School with a GPA of at least 2.5 and 90%
attendance in school. This program is designed as an
incentive for families to enroll their students in the Pittsburgh
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Public Schools from an early age, with the maximum award
amount being made to those who have attended schools in
the district since Kindergarten. No scholarships are available
to students who began attending a school in the district in 10th
grade or later. This program has been a positive driving force
in promoting attendance and improved performance of the
students.
The Mayor’s Office is working with the Pittsburgh School
District to improve the quality of the City Schools.
While the City is focusing on the Pittsburgh Public School
District, the District has enabled a number of ‘magnet schools’
that offer a more specialized education than what general
public schools offer.
Charter schools provide further options for residents; charter
schools are public, nonsectarian schools that operate under
an agreement between the charter school and local school
board.

Blight: Reduce blighted and vacant properties through rehab,
clean-up, or demolition.
Response:






The City is planning on increasing clearance activities as part
of its Community Development Priority; the City plans to
remove and eliminate slum and blighting conditions through
demolition of vacant, abandoned, and dilapidated structures.
The Rental Housing Development and Improvement Program
(RHDIP) provides funding to non-profit and for-profit
developers for the acquisition, new construction and
rehabilitation of non-owner occupied residential rental housing
primarily for low- and moderate-income households and
special populations. All projects that receive RHDIP funds are
required to reserve a minimum of 51% of all units for low- and
moderate-income households and/or eliminate instances of
blight.
The Pittsburgh Housing Construction Fund (PHCF) program
provides construction financing to nonprofit and for-profit
developers for the substantial rehabilitation or new
construction of for-sale housing. All projects funded through
PHCF must be for ownership by households with incomes at
or below 80% of area median income or aid in the prevention
or elimination of slums or blight.
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Affordable, Fair Housing: There is a need for more affordable
housing throughout the City.
Response:







The City has continued to provide financial assistance to
elderly homeowners to make accessibility improvements to
their properties.
The City has continued to support the City’s and County’s joint
Task Force on Disabilities and tax credits to make units
“visitable” and “accessible.”
The City of Pittsburgh has established a 24-member
Affordable Housing Task Force with representatives of the
City, State, and Federal governments, representatives of
neighborhood groups, organized labor, private businesses,
and non-profits. The task force reviews policies from around
the country designed to preserve housing options for people of
all income levels.
The City is addressing the need for more affordable housing
through ‘Impediment 2: Affordable Rental Housing.’

Housing Education: More housing education and outreach is
needed in order to prevent foreclosures, housing discrimination,
and abandonment.
Response:








The City continues to make available literature on fair housing
and individual’s rights under the Fair Housing Act.
The City has been negotiating with the Fair Housing
Partnership of Greater Pittsburgh to provide training for City
staff, the URA, the Housing Authority, and sub-recipients
involved in housing and analyzing potential discriminatory
leasing practices.
The City has been working with the County to establish a
County Human Relations Commission. The City’s Commission
on Human Relations continues to promote fair housing
awareness through media, seminars, and training to foster
public awareness. The City continues to budget funds annually
for the operation of the Commission.
This continues to be an issue; the City is addressing this
concern as this document’s ‘Impediment 1: Fair Housing
Education and Outreach.’
The City of Pittsburgh and URA promote the use of Low
Income Tax Credits (LIHTC). From 2012 to 2015, nine (9)
LIHTC projects were completed or awarded funds. There have
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been 497 units developed, of which 426 were for low-income
City residents.


Homeless: There is a need for more homeless shelters, as well as
more homeless prevention programs.
Response:








The City has a Homeless Priority, which includes increasing
operation/support, prevention and re-housing, housing, and
permanent housing services. Other objectives include
developing effective coordination of homeless Veterans,
educating homeless about the benefits of Housing First
Strategies, and expand the use of Temporary Assistance for
Needy Families (TANF) to provide rental assistance to prevent
homelessness.
The City of Pittsburgh receives an annual allocation of
Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG) Funds, which is done in
collaboration with Allegheny County to effectively address
homelessness on a county-wide level. The 2015 ESG Budget
included $695,574 for Street Outreach/Emergency Shelters
and $463,716 for Homeless Prevention/Rapid ReHousing/HMIS.
The City will continue to consult with the Continuum of Care to
determine broad funding priorities to assist homeless persons.
The City of Pittsburgh will also work with the CoC, through
their representation on the Homeless Advisory Board, to
evaluate the outcomes of projects and activities assisted by
ESG funds.
The Fair Housing Partnership of Greater Pittsburgh and City
Partnership will train the shelters and staff on fair housing.

Fair Housing Partnership Review of Draft Analysis of Impediments to
Fair Housing Choice:
The following comments were received from the Fair Housing Partnership
of Greater Pittsburgh.


“Protected classes pg. 2 should include gender identity.”
Response:


The diagram and text on page 2 have been revised to include
“gender identity” as a protected class in the City of Pittsburgh.
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“Impediment 2 should include strategies for Source of Income
protection or the approval of current source of income
legislation.”
Response:




An additional strategy under Impediment 7 has been included
in the text:
o
7-E: Support the newly enacted legislation for Source of
Income protection for all residents of the City of
Pittsburgh.

“Impediment 2 Strategy 2-D should include a recommendation
for inclusive zoning for new developments at a suitable
percentage (30%) at or below 50% AMI.”
Response:




An additional strategy under Impediment 6 has been included
in the text.
6-C: The City Planning Department should study the
o
need for a policy of inclusionary zoning for new multifamily developments.

“Impediment 2-E should include to locate housing in high
opportunity areas.”
Response:




An additional strategy under Impediment 6 has been included
in the text:
o
6-D: The City Planning Department and the URA should
evaluate the location of potential new LIHTC housing and
new affordable housing in high opportunity areas.

“Impediment 2-E should address siting of LIHTC in areas of
high opportunity.”
Response:


As stated above, an additional strategy under Impediment 6
has been included in the text:
o
6-D: The City Planning Department and the URA should
evaluate the location of potential new LIHTC housing and
new affordable housing in high opportunity areas.
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“AI shows the concentration of minorities in correlation to
concentration or poverty in combination with the siting of
affordable housing stock shortage, but fails to address siting
of new housing as a needed step to address the concentration
of both race and poverty.”
Response:




Additional narrative has been added to the AI which addresses
this comment. See Section II: Part C: Income and Poverty.

“Under the Section 8 Program, Voucher utilization should be
addressed and the funds returned from unused vouchers kept
in the Section 8 program or used to assist with deposits
moving cost of those facing eviction due to payment issues.”
Response:




This comment has been referred to the Housing Authority and
additional narrative has been added to the AI. See Section IV:
Part B: Number 7: The Housing Authority of the City of
Pittsburgh.

“Exception rent standards should be increased above the 120
exception for those willing to make designation moves.”
Response:




This comment has been referred to the Housing Authority and
mobility counseling has been added as a strategy.

“Include mobility counseling as part of AFFH strategies.”
Response:




An additional strategy under Impediment 6 has been included
in the text.
o
6-E: The Housing Authority should consider providing
mobility counseling for its Section 8 voucher holders in
order to further fair housing choice throughout the City.

“GIS mapping should be altered where houses are used to dot
density for clarity.”
Response:


Two (2) additional GIS maps have been added to the text; one
(1) uses dot density and one (1) uses different shades to
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indicate higher densities. See the new maps in Section II: Part
B: Households.


“Concern over a lack of efforts to look at all protected
classes.”
 The City should take steps to review the current unrelated
person’s ordinance and its potential disparate impact on
immigrants and specific National Origins.
Response:




City of Pittsburgh has prepared the Welcoming Pittsburgh
Plan, created through collaboration with an advisory body
of 40 leaders from diverse sectors and engagement from
more than 3,000 community members.

Given the lack of Latinos in Pittsburgh vs. surrounding
areas, the City should assess root causes for the disparity
and take steps to address this.
Response:




The City of Pittsburgh’s Latino population has increased
significantly (57.4%) in the last ten (10) years, from 4,425
to 6,964 people. The City’s population has decreased and
the growth in the immigrant population has increased
significantly.

Given the current climate, Religion as a barrier to fair
housing should be analyzed.
Response:




The City of Pittsburgh and Mayor William Peduto in the
Welcoming Pittsburgh Plan promote the opportunity for
people of all backgrounds and religions to settle in
Pittsburgh. This will be achieved through a deliberate
approach that celebrates diversity, increases access to
opportunity, and addresses the challenges of race and
class that are persistent barriers to a more equitable quality
of life.

“The City should look more broadly at AI impediments. For
example, the transportation between high opportunity areas
and areas of concentrated race and poverty as an impediment,
as well as include a strategy to address this.”
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Response:



This issue is addressed in Section IV: Part B: Number 15:
Transportation.

“The HACP, URA, City of Pittsburgh, and partners should
address the use of Choice Neighborhood development and the
siting of affordable housing units, market rate units, and the
impact of siting on concentration of race and poverty on a
census block level in order to prevent continued concentration
of minorities.”
Response:




The HACP, URA, City of Pittsburgh, and partners have studied
and evaluated the siting of the Choice Neighborhoods –
Larimer – East Liberty Phase I Housing Development. The
construction of the 85 housing units for affordable housing is
only the first phase in the redevelopment of this neighborhood.
There is a need for new affordable housing, as well as market
rate housing in the area. The market rate housing is being
developed at a faster pace than the affordable housing;
therefore, the siting of this development is key to these
revitalization efforts and reuse of vacant land. The Larimer –
East Liberty Neighborhood is becoming a high opportunity
area. The new development of this housing is in keeping with
the principles of the Choice Neighborhood Program.

“The Affordable Housing Task Force must have membership
with a specific eye on affirmative furthering fair housing.”
Response:




The additional strategies added to Impediment 6 will promote
the principle of affirmatively furthering fair housing by the Task
Force.

“A defined timeline for action and projected expenditures.”
Response:


The defined timeline is the Five Year Consolidated Plan, which
promotes the implementation of the strategies to address the
identified impediments. Projected expenditures are outline in
each Annual Action Plan over the five (5) year period.
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Other Citizen Comments:
Stated in emails to the City of Pittsburgh’s Department of City Planning,
citizens voiced their concerns regarding the following issues:


“The City is misrepresenting the current distribution of affordable
housing for families within the City. The Draft AI states that lowincome housing tax credit developments, HUD-assisted
developments, public housing developments, and units receiving
Housing Choice Vouchers are “located across the City in varying
areas of income, demographics, and housing tenure.” This is
different from the 2012 AI, which stated that these developments
“are not scattered throughout the City and are not located outside
areas of low- and moderate-income concentrations.”
Response:




Since the 2012 AI, the City has been addressing the issue of
concentration of assisted housing throughout the City. The
map entitled ‘Section 8 Housing by Tract’ and ‘Public and
Private Development Housing by Tract’ in Section IV:
Impediments to Fair Housing 2015 of this AI illustrates the
efforts the City has made in developing affordable housing
outside impacted areas.

“It is clear that the City of Pittsburgh’s continuing community and
economic development policies perpetuate – rather than move
away from or end – both racial and economic concentration in the
city and continuing barriers to furthering fair housing across the city
for African Americans, Latinos, female-headed households, the
elderly, and people with disabilities. This can be seen in the
continuing replacement of existing public and HUD multifamily,
project-based Section 8 complexes with “mixed-income” housing
developments that replace only a portion of homes affordable to
poor and very low-income households (the latter defined as
individuals or families whose income is 50% or below of the Area
Median Income).”
Response:


The City is promoting mixed-use development in order to
deconcentrate public and assisted housing units throughout
the City. While a development entirely dedicated to affordable
housing would provide additional housing options, it would
further concentrate affordable housing in the City. While
mixed-income developments are the preferred method of
affordable housing development, it is still necessary to provide
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further affordable housing options, as it does only replace a
portion of affordable homes. The City is providing fair housing
choice options outside areas of concentration. The City is
doing everything it can with limited financial resources to
develop affordable housing in the City. The City is replacing on
a “one for one” basis any affordable housing unit that is
demolished or eliminated.
The City is working with the FHP to examine Section 8
Renters’ options of housing choice.

“Does Pittsburgh zoning code allow for City to approve large
housing developments without considering whether they would
perpetuate existing patterns of racial segregation or provide
sufficient affordable housing units? [sic] The 1200-unit housing
development in the Lower Hill is “affordable housing,” although it
only offers households with incomes at or above 80% of median
income which is out of reach for many African American
households as well as most members of other protected classes
seeking affordable housing today.”
Response:




The City of Pittsburgh has been working on cooperation with
the local neighborhood groups, organizations, and the
developers of the new housing proposed for the Lower Hill.
Agreement has been reached to provide up to 30% of the new
housing units as affordable housing for households whose
income is at or below 60% of the Area Median Income (AMI).

The ALMONO Preliminary Land Development Plan (PLDP)
provides a height bonus for buildings where 15% of the housing is
affordable to people using the HUD definition of affordability,” which
is housing that is affordable to households with incomes at or
above 80% AMI. In 2014, 80% AMI affordable rent for the
Pittsburgh MSA was $984 per month for a 1-bedroom unit.
Following the national standard for ‘affordable housing’ that is set at
housing that costs no more than 30% of household income, this
would mean an individual or family would have to have an income
of $39,000 a year, which is out of reach for most African American
or other protected class households in the Pittsburgh area.
Response:


HUD establishes the Area Median Income (AMI) for the
Pittsburgh MSA. The 2015 AMI for a family of two (2) is
$44,500 and $55,600 for a family of four (4). The rents will be
based on the number of bedrooms in each apartment and the
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size of the family. The AMI is the maximum amount and the
rentals will be a sliding scale based on total household
income.
The City of Pittsburgh’s 2015 Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing
Choice was made available for public comment on the City’s website
(http://pittsburghpa.gov/dcp/community-development/cdbg),
and
copies were on display in the City Planning Department, the Urban
Redevelopment Authority offices located at 200 Ross Street, Pittsburgh,
PA 15219 and the Housing Authority of the City of Pittsburgh offices
located at 200 Ross street, Pittsburgh, PA 15219.


Department of City Planning
200 Ross Street
Second Floor
Pittsburgh, PA 15219



Urban Redevelopment Authority
200 Ross Street
Tenth Floor
Pittsburgh, PA 15219



Housing Authority of the City of Pittsburgh
200 Ross Street
Ninth Floor
Pittsburgh, PA 15219

The document was available beginning on Wednesday, March 11, 2015.
Citizens were encouraged to submit written or oral feedback on the
Analysis of Impediments by Friday, April 10, 2015. The City of Pittsburgh
also held a Public Hearing on the “draft” 2015-2019 Analysis of
Impediments on Wednesday, April 1, 2015.
The City received 216 completed questionnaires. Respondents were first
asked to consider a list of categories and identify which were protected
classes. The following narrative shows the percentage of survey
participants who identified each category as a protected class.
Notable Characteristics
Some of the notable characteristics of respondents included (as a
percentage of those that answered each question):


The majority of respondents are female at 64.0%.



The majority (89.5%) of respondents are White.
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Over half of respondents are over the age of 40 (58.21%), but
those between the ages of 30 to 39 make up nearly a third
(28.36%) of all respondents.



Of those that answered the question, 18.4% are low- to moderateincome for their family size.



45.89% come from two-person households.



70% are homeowners.

Notable Needs
Some of the notable needs identified by respondents included problems
with the following (as a percentage of those that answered each question):










Parking – 52.66%
Curbs and Sidewalks – 50.89%
Public Safety – 49.7%
Litter – 47.34%
Property Maintenance – 37.87%
Streets – 33.14%
Traffic – 23.08%
Storm Sewers – 20.12%
Sanitary Sewers – 10.65%



Handicap Access – 8.88%

The following is a list of needs/issues associated with different areas of
community and economic development. Values were calculated as a
percentage of those that answered each question.
Recreation:


14.29% said they would like updated playgrounds.



12.61% mentioned a desire for additional biking and hiking trails.



11.76% would like an increase in recreational, community, and
senior centers within Pittsburgh.



10.08% would also like updated recreational outdoor and indoor
facilities.



Other recreation needs included:


Cleaner parks with regular maintenance for amenities



Family oriented activities



Better lighting in parks and on trails
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Medical:




36.54% mentioned the need for equal access to medical care for
underserved populations.
15.38% view the UPMC system as malign.
9.62% state they would like more urgent care services.

Social Services:


Only 16.67% of respondents indicated that they used social
services.



33.33% of those respondents mentioned using City Team Ministries
and the Boys and Girls Club

Programs that are Missing or Under-funded:


16.0% mentioned that more funding should be made available for
job placement and job training programs.



Other notable requests for programs include: education programs,
after school programs, mentor programs, senior citizen programs,
and prison reentry programs.



There is also a comment focused on the need for social services for
senior citizens.

Employment:


20% identified the need for more job training within Pittsburgh.



16.67% said that there are few job opportunities within the City.



6.67% mentioned a concern for recidivism and a need for
opportunities for people with criminal records.



Other employment comments stated a desire for more employment
opportunities for students and youth.

Housing:


20.0% believe that there are too many rental properties and not
enough homeowners to help with taxes.



13.33% specifically mentioned too many
unoccupied houses that have become blighted.



10.0% would like more
homeowners in the area.



6.67% also mentioned that there is a sizeable homeless population.
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Reasons Fair Housing Complaints Are Not Reported:


Of those that answered, the majority stated that a lack of
knowledge is the primary reason that Fair Housing Complaints are
not reported.

Additional Comments or Concerns:


Schools are overcrowded, due to many schools closing down and
others consolidating.



Some desire an increased police presence within the community.



Absentee landlords are an issue because the houses become
blighted.
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V.

Actions and Recommendations
The following impediments to fair housing choice and recommendations are
presented to assist the City of Pittsburgh to affirmatively further fair housing in
the community. The previously identified impediments to fair housing choice
were discussed in Section III and progress was reported for each impediment.
New and carried over impediments to Fair Housing Choice are presented in chart
format on the pages that follow. Several of the previously identified impediments
are still present in the City of Pittsburgh, despite the City’s best efforts, and
based on economic conditions, will continue to be addressed by the City of
Pittsburgh. Below is a list of impediments that were developed as part of
Pittsburgh’s 2015 Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice.

A.

Impediments to Fair Housing Choice


Impediment 1: Fair Housing Education and Outreach.
There is a continuing need to educate persons about their rights
under the Fair Housing Act and to raise community awareness to
affirmatively further fair housing choice. There is a lack of affordable
housing, which limits the choice for low-income residents, minorities,
and the disabled population.
Goal: All residents of the City of Pittsburgh will have an awareness
and knowledge of their rights under the Fair Housing Act and fair
housing will be affirmatively furthered especially for low-income
residents, minorities, and the disabled population.
Strategies: In order to meet this goal, the following activities and
strategies should be undertaken:
-

1-A: Continue to promote Fair Housing awareness through the
media, seminars, and training to provide educational
opportunities for all persons to learn more about their rights
under the Fair Housing Act, Americans With Disabilities Act, and
the City-County Visitability Program.

-

1-B: Continue to provide and distribute literature and
informational material concerning fair housing issues, an
individual’s housing rights, and the landlords’ responsibilities to
affirmatively further fair housing.

-

1-C: Continue to support and provide funding for the City of
Pittsburgh’s Human Relations Commission to affirmatively
further fair housing and enforce the rights of protected classes
in the City of Pittsburgh.
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-



1-D: Continue to support and provide funding for independent
fair housing organizations to provide testing services, education,
outreach, referrals, and assistance in addressing Fair Housing
complaints that may arise in the City.

Impediment 2: Affordable Rental Housing.
Even though the City of Pittsburgh has a large supply of rental
housing, it is not necessarily affordable to lower income households.
The monthly housing cost for apartments has steadily increased to
the point that over 55% of all renter households in Pittsburgh with
incomes less than 50% AMI, are considered cost overburdened.
Goal: The development of affordable rental housing will occur
throughout the City of Pittsburgh, especially for households whose
income is less than 50% AMI, through new construction, in-fill
housing, the rehabilitation of vacant buildings, and the development
of mixed-income housing, to reduce the number of lower income
households who are cost overburdened.
Strategies: In order to meet this goal, the following activities and
strategies should be undertaken:
-

2-A: Support and encourage both private developers and nonprofit housing providers to develop plans for the construction of
new affordable mixed income rental housing.

-

2-B: Continue to support and encourage the rehabilitation of
the existing housing stock and new housing in the City so it
becomes decent, safe, and sound rental housing that is
affordable to lower income households.

-

2-C: Continue to support and encourage the development of
independent housing and community living arrangements for the
disabled in the City.

-

2-D: Provide financial assistance in the form of development
subsidies so low-income households that are cost
overburdened, particularly those households whose incomes
are at or below 50% AMI, are able to afford decent, safe, and
sound housing.

-

2-E: Promote partnerships with the Housing Authority of the
City of Pittsburgh and private and non-profit housing developers
to construct additional Low Income Housing Tax Credit (LIHTC)
multi-family rental housing in high opportunity areas.

-

2-F: Continue to provide Section 8 Housing Choice Vouchers
for lower income households throughout the City.
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Impediment 3: Affordable Housing for Sale.
The median value and cost to purchase a single family home in
Pittsburgh that is decent, safe, and sound, has increased significantly
to over $87,800, which limits the choice of housing for lower income
households throughout the City.
Goal: Development of for-sale single family homes for lower income
households will occur through new construction, in-fill housing, and
the rehabilitation of vacant structures throughout the City of
Pittsburgh.
Strategies: In order to meet this goal, the following activities and
strategies should be undertaken:
-

3-A: Continue to support and encourage plans from both
private developers and non-profit housing providers to develop
and construct new affordable housing that is for sale for lowerincome households throughout the City of Pittsburgh.

-

3-B: Continue to support and encourage plans from both
private developers and non-profit housing providers to develop
and construct new affordable housing that is for sale for lower
income households throughout the City of Pittsburgh.

-

3-C: Promote partnerships with the Urban Redevelopment
Authority of Pittsburgh, non-profit housing development
agencies and local banks to provide financial assistance in the
form of down payment assistance and low interest loans to
lower-income households to become homebuyers anywhere in
the City of Pittsburgh.

-

3-D: Continue to support homebuyer education and training
programs to improve homebuyer awareness and increase the
opportunities for lower-income households to become
homebuyers to affirmatively further fair housing choice.

-

3-E: Improve access to information online and in the print
media regarding home repairs and improvements, and
homebuyer assistance offered through the City, the URA of
Pittsburgh, local non-profit housing development agencies, and
local financial institutions.

-

3-F: Continue to provide homebuyer assistance for public
housing residents to become home owners through the Housing
Authority of the City of Pittsburgh’s Homeownership Program
and the URA Down Payment Assistance Program.
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Impediment 4: Accessible Housing Units
As an older, built-up urban environment, there is a lack of accessible
housing units and developable sites in the City of Pittsburgh, since
61.7% of the City’s housing units were built before 1950 and most do
not contain accessibility features, and 13.9% of the City’s population
is classified as disabled.
Goal: The number of accessible housing units in the City will be
increased through new construction and rehabilitation of existing
housing units for the physically disabled and developmentally
challenged population.
Strategies: In order to meet this goal, the following activities and
strategies should be undertaken:



-

4-A: Continue the on-going URA Housing Programs to increase
the amount of accessible housing through the rehabilitation of
the existing housing stock by providing low-interest loans or
grants to homeowners and landlords to make handicap
improvements and by keeping their rents affordable.

-

4-B: Increase the amount of accessible housing through new
construction of handicap units that are accessible and visitable
through financial or development incentives on available vacant
and developable land in the City.

-

4-C:
Continue to enforce the ADA and Fair Housing
requirements
for
landlords
to
make
“reasonable
accommodations” to their rental properties so they become
accessible to tenants who are physically disabled.

-

4-D:
Continue to provide financial assistance to elderly
homeowners in the City to make accessibility improvements to
their properties in order for these residents to remain in their
own homes.

-

4-E: Continue to support the City of Pittsburgh’s and Allegheny
County’s joint Task Force on Disabilities and the tax credits for
making residential units “visitable” and “accessible.”

Impediment 5: Private Lending Practices.
The HMDA data suggests that there is a disparity between the
approval rates of home mortgage loans originated from minorities
and those originated from non-minority applicants.
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Goal: Approval rates for all originated home mortgage loans will be
fair, unbiased and equal, regardless of race, familial status, and
location.
Strategies: In order to meet this goal, the following activities and
strategies should be undertaken:



-

5-A: The City should undertake or contract with outside
independent agencies, private firms, foundations, college and
universities to conduct an in depth review of the mortgage
lending practices of the local banks and financial institutions.

-

5-B: Testing should be performed by outside independent
agencies, firms, and non-profit organizations to determine if any
patterns of discrimination are present in home mortgage lending
practices for minorities and for properties located in impacted
areas of the City.

-

5-C: Federal and State funding should be used to provide a
higher rate of public financial assistance to potential
homebuyers in impacted neighborhoods to improve the loan to
value ratio, so that private lenders will increase the number of
loans made in these areas.

-

5-D: Even though the City’s CDBG funds are being reduced
each year, the City needs to fund its community improvement
programs such as street improvements, demolitions, parks, and
other infrastructure improvements in targeted low-income
neighborhoods to improve the living environment and provide
public safety protection in these areas.

Impediment 6:
Housing.

Approach to Affirmatively Furthering Fair

The housing, racial and socio-economic data, and the amount of
subsidized housing in the City of Pittsburgh, illustrates that there are
concentrations of low- and moderate-income persons, minorities, and
disabled persons living in the City.
Goal: Housing and economic opportunities for low- and moderateincome persons and the protected classes will be available so they
will be able to live and work anywhere in the City of Pittsburgh and
throughout the region.
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Strategies: In order to meet this goal, the following activities and
strategies should be undertaken:
-

-

-

-



6-A: Continue to support the Affirmatively Furthering Fair
Housing Task Force sponsored by the Pittsburgh Human
Relations Commission with regional representatives from the
City of Pittsburgh, Allegheny County, the State, Federal elected
officials, and representatives of neighborhood groups, organized
labor, private business, and nonprofits.
6-B: Continue to support the City’s efforts which established an
Affordable Housing Task Force, comprised of 19 members
including fair housing advocates. The goal of this Task Force is
to evaluate current programs and initiatives to produce new
affordable housing units, preserve existing units, and make
recommendations to create new programs and initiatives to
promote mixed-income development in neighborhoods across
the City and ensure a vibrant mix of housing options of people
of all income levels.
6-C: The City Planning Department should study the need for a
policy of inclusionary zoning for new multi-family developments.
6-D: The City Planning Department and the URA should
evaluate the location of potential new LIHTC housing and new
affordable housing in high opportunity areas
6-E: The Housing Authority should consider providing mobility
counseling for its Section 8 Voucher holder in order to further
fair housing choice throughout the City.

Impediment 7: Economic Issues Affect Housing Choice.
There is a lack of economic opportunities in the City which prevents
lower income households from increasing their income and ability to
live outside areas with concentrations of low-income households,
which makes this a fair housing concern.
Goal: The local economy will provide new job opportunities, which
will increase household income, and will promote fair housing choice
throughout the City of Pittsburgh.
Strategies: In order to meet this goal, the following activities and
strategies should be undertaken:
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B.

-

7-A: Strengthen partnerships and program delivery that will
enhance the City’s business base, expand its tax base, and
create a more sustainable economy for all residents and
businesses.

-

7-B: Support and enhance workforce development and skills
training that result in a “livable” wage and increases job
opportunities.

-

7-C: Support programming that enhances entrepreneurship
and small business development, expansion, and retention
within impacted areas and minority neighborhoods.

-

7-D: Support the expansion of existing businesses that will
create new job opportunities for the unemployed and
underemployed.

-

7-E: Support the newly enacted Legislation for Source of
Income protection for all residents of the City of Pittsburgh.

Activities to Affirmatively Further Fair Housing
1.

Enhance Education and Outreach
The following activities will be undertaken to enhance strategies to
increase education and outreach regarding fair housing issues.
a.

City of Pittsburgh Commission on Human Relations –
The City will continue to fund the Commission on Human
Relations to carry out its responsibilities as a law enforcement
agency. The Commission on Human Relations derives its
authority from the City Fair Practices Provisions found in Article
V, Chapters 651 through 659 of the Pittsburgh City Code.
The Commission will continue to investigate complaints of
alleged discrimination in employment, housing, and public
accommodations within the City of Pittsburgh. In addition, the
Commission will continue to conduct community education and
outreach programs and events.

b.

The Urban League of Greater Pittsburgh –
The City will continue to fund the Urban League of Greater
Pittsburgh to carry out its comprehensive housing counseling
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services to low- and moderate-income City residents. This
program’s goal is to assist at least 15 households annually.
c.

Fair Housing Partnership of Greater Pittsburgh –
The City of Pittsburgh will enter
into a contract agreement with the
Fair Housing Partnership of
Greater Pittsburgh (FHP) to
provide training and services to the
City staff, the URA or Pittsburgh,
and the Housing Authority of the
City of Pittsburgh. The purpose is
to educate residents, city staff,
housing agencies, and social service providers of the City of
Pittsburgh about their respective rights and obligations under
fair housing laws. The initiative will involve comprehensive
training, analysis, and enforcement of fair housing services,
while emphasizing education, outreach, analysis of fair housing
monitoring, direct consultations for city staff on fair housing
issues, direct assistance for those who are victims of housing
discrimination, and a comprehensive HUD-approved system for
complaint referrals and resolutions.
Education is critical to efforts to Affirmatively Further Fair
Housing in Pennsylvania. A clear link exists between fair
housing community outreach and education and effective fair
housing enforcement. Educating the community on fair housing
rights and responsibilities is crucial in promoting fair housing
choice. An educational program agreement between the Fair
Housing Partnership and staff and residents from the City of
Pittsburgh, Housing Authority, Urban Redevelopment Authority,
and members of the Continuum of Care can help ensure all
citizens in the City of Pittsburgh are afforded their Fair Housing
Rights. A comprehensive training model will move the city
forward toward a level of fair housing knowledge aimed at
increasing access to housing choice across all protected
classes.


Training:
In addition to educating, the Fair Housing Partnership uses
a set of HUD-approved assessment tools to analyze the
education’s impact on the region. In partnering with the
City of Pittsburgh, the Housing Authority of the City of
Pittsburgh, and the Urban Redevelopment Authority of
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Pittsburgh, FHP is hoping to ensure that all citizens, staff,
and organizations are aware that fair housing rights are an
obligation and that they are able to ensure their subrecipients, clients, and consumers are also educated and
acting in accordance with the Fair Housing Act.
The Fair Housing Partnership of Greater Pittsburgh is
planning to offer the following training programs:


City Planning and Mayor’s Office – Year 1 & Year 3
FHP will provide comprehensive fair housing trainings
to all relevant members of City of Pittsburgh’s
Department of City Planning and to members of the
Mayor’s staff. Trainings will include understanding how
to further fair housing, general fair housing laws, and
what
are
reasonable
accommodations
and
modifications. Additionally, FHP will provide annual
Fair Housing Month events in conjunction with the City
of Pittsburgh’s Human Relations Commission.



Landlord Training – Year 2 through Year 5 for new
permits (every 6 months)
The Fair Housing Partnership of Greater Pittsburgh will
provide landlord training to all landlords receiving firsttime occupancy permits. This training will emphasize
general fair housing laws, definitions of reasonable
accommodation and modification, and the role of
disparate impact. FHP will produce a brochure to be
provided with all Permits detailing the training and fair
housing obligations. Additionally, FHP will provide
analysis of Fair Housing compliance for ten (10) firstoccupancy permit recipients chosen at random.



Continuum of Care – Year 2 through Year 5 (with 4
annual trainings)
The Fair Housing Partnership will provide quarterly
trainings for members of the Continuum of Care. The
trainings will touch on general fair housing, reasonable
accommodation and modification, and transgender
access topics. Additionally, education analysis will be
done with the Continuum of Care at an ongoing rate of
twenty-one (21) property providers per year. Analysis
will include, but not be limited to, reasonable
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accommodations and access
transgendered individuals.


to

services

by

Neighborhood education – Year 2 through Year 5
The
Fair
Housing Partnership
will provide
neighborhood trainings at a rate of three (3) trainings
per year (Year 2 through Year 5); these trainings will
be selected in consultation with the City of Pittsburgh
and will include general fair housing materials
distribution, general fair housing training, and intake
and complaint advocacy.



Urban Redevelopment Authority of Pittsburgh –
Year 1 & Year 3
The
Fair Housing Partnership
will provide
comprehensive fair housing trainings to all relevant
members of the URA’s Housing Staff every two (2)
years. Training will include understanding how to
affirmatively further fair housing, general fair housing
laws, and what are reasonable accommodations and
modifications. FHP will also provide an annual training
on design and construction for developers, while
analyzing design and construction compliance five (5)
times per year. The Fair Housing Partnership will
conduct five (5) reviews per year for recipients of home
ownership fair housing training as part of a lending
analysis program.



Fair Housing Training and Analysis for Choice
Neighborhoods – Year 3 through Year 5
The Fair Housing Partnership will provide annual fair
housing
training
and
analysis
for
Choice
Neighborhoods, as well as conduct one (1) fair
housing forum annually.



Housing Authority of the City of Pittsburgh – Year
1 & Year 3 for Upper Management; Annually for
Maintenance Staff
The Fair Housing Partnership of Greater Pittsburgh will
provide education and training to all executives and
site managers every two (2) years. Trainings will
include understanding steps to affirmatively further fair
housing, as well as general fair housing laws and what
are reasonable accommodations and modifications.
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FHP will provide fair housing training, such as general
fair housing laws, reasonable accommodation and
modification, and information regarding sexual
harassment and the GLBTQ (Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual,
Transgender, Queer) community, annually to
maintenance staff. FHP will also conduct fair housing
community meetings at each Housing Authority site
over the course of the Five-Year Consolidated Plan;
analysis of each Housing Authority site will be
conducted two (2) times per year, including third partymanaged properties.


Outreach:
As the City of Pittsburgh identified a lack of fair housing
education as an impediment in their previous A.I., the Fair
Housing Partnership of Greater Pittsburgh has created an
Education and Outreach program to increase housing
choice for the entire City of Pittsburgh. While FHP has
increased its enforcement presence, education and
outreach remains a key component to ensuring all
residents in an area are free from discrimination and are
aware of their rights under the Fair Housing Act.
The Fair Housing Partnership has determined that
educating those that will have the greatest impact is the top
priority in regard to outreach activities; FHP will provide
education such as print materials, and videos to increase
awareness for staff in the City of Pittsburgh’s Department
of City Planning, the Housing Authority of the City of
Pittsburgh, and the Redevelopment Authority of Pittsburgh.
In order to reach the widest audience, FHP will bring
together service providers and residents of an area through
a Fair Housing Month event, such as an annual ‘poetry
slam’ or poster contest; the program aims to have
providers whose clientele are most at-risk of discrimination
to speak with one another and provide coordination in
future services. Social media and updates to the Fair
Housing Partnership web site will also be used to ensure
fair housing information is readily available.



Technical Assistance in Fair Housing Law:
Since opening its doors in 1984, the Fair Housing
Partnership of Greater Pittsburgh has advocated for
persons based upon their fair housing rights; much of this
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advocacy has involved educating both State and local
leaders about the Fair Housing Act and implementation of
sexual orientation protections, ADA compliance, Section
504, Title 6, and various other civil rights laws. FHP staff
currently consists of five (5) full-time professional staff and
two (2) AmeriCorps volunteers, all of whom have
completed the National Fair Housing Alliance’s
Fundamentals of Fair Housing Training. FHP staff has
completed every type of HUD-approved training from the
National Fair Housing Alliance, the Fair Housing First (a
HUD program management certification) and has thirty
(30) years of experience in providing fair housing advocacy
services in the City of Pittsburgh. FHP can serve as one of
the City’s resources for fair housing questions and
concerns, as well as attend all relevant meetings related to
fair housing concerns. An ‘800’ number will be provided for
residents, service providers, and city employees to obtain
assistance.
The following table provides an illustration of the Fair Housing
Partnership’s schedule over the next five (5) years.
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C.

Activities to Promote Fair Housing Choice
The City of Pittsburgh needs to commit its resources and policies towards
promoting fair housing choice in all areas of the City. This will be done
through the following:
1.

Rehabilitation & Development of New Affordable RentalOccupied Housing –
The City and the URA will work with private, nonprofit, and for-profit
developers to rehabilitate and develop new affordable rental housing.
This will be done through the following programs:


Rental Housing Development and Improvement Program
(RHDIP) – provides funding to non-profit and for-profit
developers for the acquisition, new construction and
rehabilitation of non-owner occupied residential rental housing
primarily for low and moderate income households and special
populations. This program is designed to increase the supply of
decent affordable housing and to eliminate health, safety and
property maintenance deficiencies, as well as to ensure
compliance with applicable codes and standards. All projects
that receive RHDIP funds are required to reserve a minimum of
51% of all units for low-moderate income households and/or
eliminate instances of blight. Housing developed through the
RHDIP program increases the supply of units available to
households with Section 8 assistance. When a household
meets the “worst case” housing scenario, Urban
Redevelopment Authority of Pittsburgh utilizes different
programs to provide funds to develop affordable housing for
low- and moderate-income persons.



The Pittsburgh Party Wall Program (PPWP) – provides
grants of up to $10,000 to low-income homeowners and to the
owners of rental property occupied by low-income tenants to
repair exposed party walls negatively impacted by the
demolition of adjacent property. These situations present a
health and safety hazard for the residents of the occupied
structures.



Low-Income Housing Tax Credit (LIHTC) – the URA will
review applications and give its recommendations to assist with
leveraging resources through HOME funds.
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The goal of the City will be to annually assist 100 housing units
through rehabilitation and/or new construction based off of HUD’s
current funding levels. If the City of Pittsburgh’s CDBG and HOME
allocations are severely reduced, these numbers will be readjusted
based off of the allocations on an annual basis.
2.

Rehabilitation & Development of New Affordable OwnerOccupied Housing –
The City and the URA will work with private, nonprofit, and for-profit
developers to rehabilitate and develop new affordable owneroccupied housing.
This will be done through the following programs:


The Pittsburgh Housing Construction Fund (PHCF) –
provides construction financing to nonprofit and for-profit
developers for the substantial rehabilitation or new construction
of for-sale housing. This fund provides low interest rate
construction financing and grants for the purpose of increasing
the supply of affordable housing for homeownership and to
eliminate substandard housing by ensuring compliance with
applicable codes and standards. All projects funded through
PHCF must-either be made available to low- and moderateincome households or aid in the prevention or elimination of
slums or blight.



The Housing Recovery Program (HRP) – stimulates the
substantial rehabilitation of deteriorated residential buildings
and promotes homeownership in targeted city neighborhoods.
The Urban Redevelopment Authority of Pittsburgh, through the
use of below market rate first and/or second mortgage
financing, provides affordable homeownership opportunities in
neighborhoods where the acquisition and rehabilitation costs of
housing exceed the market value of a completed unit. Grants
are also provided for lead abatement and for down
payment/closing cost assistance for low income borrowers.



The Neighborhood Housing Program (NHP) – provides
deferred second mortgages to income eligible purchasers to
assist with the purchase of newly constructed homes (the
construction which was financed in part by the URA’s single
family development programs). The program combines funds
from the Pennsylvania Department of Community and
Economic Development, CDBG and HOME funds. DCED,
CDBG and/or HOME funds are provided in the form of deferred
second mortgage loans. HOME funds will be used to assist
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borrowers with an income of 80% or less of the area median
income.
The Pittsburgh Home Rehabilitation Program (PHRP) –
provides financial and technical assistance to eligible
homeowners to rehabilitate and improve residential owneroccupied properties citywide. Zero percent (0%) loans are
provided to assist low-income homeowners to bring their
homes into compliance with city codes and to undertake
eligible general property improvements. Grants are provided
for lead abatement, new sidewalks, handicapped accessibility
improvements, exterior improvements, and energy efficiency
improvements.
The Homeowners' Emergency Loan Program (HELP) –
provides financing in an expedient manner for the purpose of
improving homes with major correctable defects which present
health and safety hazards. This program provides zero interest
and deferred loans to assist low-income city homeowners in
correcting emergency conditions as defined by the Allegheny
County Health Department and/or by URA technical staff.

The goal of the City will be to annually assist 50 households through
rehabilitation and/or new construction based off of HUD’s current
funding levels. If the City of Pittsburgh’s CDBG and HOME
allocations are severely reduced, these numbers will be readjusted
based off of the allocations on an annual basis.
3.

Homeownership Programs –
The City and the URA will work with individuals to purchase a home.
This will be done through the following programs:



Homebuyer Counseling – the City and the URA will work with
agencies and organizations to provide homebuyer counseling.
First-Time Homebuyer Program – the City and the URA will
work with first-time homebuyers by providing them with
downpayment assistance to purchase a home.

The goal of the City will be to annually assist households to become
homeowners.
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4.

Economic Development Programs –
The City and the URA will work with private, nonprofit, and for-profit
companies and organizations to do economic development in the
City.
This will be done through the following:









The City will continue to support workforce development and
provide funds for new business development.
The City will continue to fund programs related to job training
and workforce development.
The URA will continue to use State Enterprise Zone Funds for
workforce development type activities through a number of its
different programs.
The URA will continue to provide funds to assist classes at
Community College of Allegheny County (CCAC) to help with
workforce development training.
The URA will continue to require that loan borrowers use
CareerLinks to post jobs to be created.
The City and the URA will continue to work with neighborhoods
that will take part in the URA’s Main Street Pittsburgh Program.
The City will continue to fund economic development loans to
create new job opportunities, which will help to reduce the
number of people living below the poverty level.
The City will continue to provide funds to community-based
organizations to provide operating support involved in
facilitating or developing housing and/or commercial
development activities in the City.

The goal of the City will be to annually assist workforce development
programs and economic development activities. The City’s goal will
be to annually retain 75 jobs and create 75 new jobs based off of
HUD’s current funding levels. If the City of Pittsburgh’s CDBG
allocation is severely reduced, these numbers will be readjusted
based off of the allocation on an annual basis.
5.

Public & Infrastructure Improvements –
The City will make public and infrastructure improvements in low- and
moderate-income areas.
This will be done through the following:


The City will continue to improve public infrastructure through
rehabilitation, reconstruction, and new construction, including
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streets, bridges, curbs, walks, water, sewer, handicapaccessible improvements, etc.
The City will continue to improve its parks, recreational centers,
trails, bikeways, and all public and community facilities in the
City.
The City will continue to undertake code enforcement activities
in target areas to ensure compliance with City codes and
ordinances.
The City will continue to remove and eliminate slum and blight
conditions through demolition of vacant, abandoned, and
dilapidated structures.

The goal of the City will be to annually fund public and community
facility improvements to improve the living environment in the City.
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VII. Appendix
The following items are in the appendix:


Appendix A – Agency/Organization Meetings and Phone Interviews



Appendix B – Resident Surveys and Agency Surveys



Appendix C – Public Comments
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