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Historic Review Commission of Pittsburgh  
200 Ross Street, First Floor Hearing Room 

March 6, 2013 
 

AGENDA 
 

(Vacant), Chairman 
Ernie Hogan, Acting Chairman 

Noor Ismail, Director of Planning 
John Jennings, Secretary, Acting Chief BBI 

Linda McClellan 
Joe Serrao 

Vacant 
 12:30 PM CALL TO ORDER 

 12:30 PM INTERNAL BUSINESS 

  Old Business 
  New Business 

• Approval of the Minutes from the February 2013 hearing 
• Certificates of Appropriateness Report – February 
• Applications for a Certificate of Economic Hardship – None 

Upcoming Demolitions, no action at this time  
• None 
 

 1:00 PM HEARING & ACTION 

 
1. East Carson Street Historic District 

1304 E. Carson Street 
Renee Dupree, owner and applicant 

 Storefront restoration 

2. Mexican War Streets Historic District 
 1221 Monterey Street 

Guy & Michele VanDoren, owners 
Bob Baumbach, applicant 

 Conversion of rear property into garage 

3. Mexican War Streets Historic District 
1521 Monterey Street 
Robert Sendall, owner 
Daniel Wintermantel & Leslie Vincen, applicants 

 Building rehab, garage construction 

4. Mexican War Streets Historic District 
1513 Wolpert Way 
Robert Sendall, owner and applicant 

 Garage construction 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Penn-Liberty Historic District 
960 Penn Avenue 
Golden Triangle Mgmt Acceptance Co, owner 
Adam DeSimone, applicant 

 Façade renovations 

6. Oakland Civic Center Historic District 
Amos Hall, 3990 Fifth Avenue 
Park Rankin, owner 
Jason Franklin, applicant 

 Facade renovations 

7. Schenley Farms Historic District 
4360 Centre Avenue 
Marion Lee Spangler, owner 
Jonathan Daniel, applicant 

 After the fact refenestration 
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 DEMOLITIONS 

1. Mexican War Streets Historic District 
Expansion 
108 Leduc Way 
Andrew Sulka, owner 
Bureau of Building Inspection, applicant 
Proposed demolition 

 DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 ADJOURNMENT  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The John Robin Civic Building, located at 200 Ross St. 
downtown, is wheelchair accessible.  This meeting is open 

to all members of the public.  INTERPRETERS FOR THE 

HEARING IMPAIRED WILL BE PROVIDED WITH FOUR DAYS 
NOTIFICATION BY CONTACTING RICHARD MERITZER AT 412-

255-2102. 
Please contact Sarah Quinn with questions and 

comments: 412-255-2243 
sarah.quinn@city.pittsburgh.pa.us 
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Sarah, 
Below is the list of my plans, the same list that I sent previously.  I’ve included some more 
photos and descriptions, as well as a drawing to better illustrate these plans.  I hope that 
this fully explains everything.  I also plan to get samples of the wood to be used on the 
outside, and if I am able to afford new lighting, I will get some pictures of them and 
illustrate where they will be installed.  Thank you again for your help, and if you would still 
like for me to come by, just let me know. 
 
1) I’m shooting for completion of the project by the end of March, at the latest. As you 
know, I need to get the new store in. But also, I have no choice but to go "all out" 
because of the nature of the problem. There is a 6-inch gap at the top of the existing 
windows that are not on their proper "tracks". There is no temporary fix.  
I plan to use treated wood frames and posts, all wood, hand made to fit, set on concrete 
foundations. Four large panes of glass (nearly the exact same size as the existing 
ones), they will meet up to double doors, also treated wood, mostly glass. Transom 
above runs the full length of the doors, also mostly glass. 
 
2) As shown in the pictures, I plan to remove all current wood from the front in order to 
reveal and repair the leaded glass underneath. This runs the full length of the front 
windows but does not extend over the outside hallway door (on the left). A new window, 
of some matching sort, will be placed over the door. 
 
3) The hallway door may be the biggest mystery. This is a fire hallway that I share with 
the bar next door. The city is going to require that it have certain standards as a fire 
door, yet we also want it to fit stylistically (historically speaking). I could use some 
advice here. 
 
4) The front, the window frames, and the trim (all new and visible wood) will be covered 
with a medium dark "red mahogany" stain that MATCHES the overhead woodwork (now 
repaired) and the frames around the leaded glass windows, as well as the rest of the 
upper floors windows (shown in the pictures). 
 
5) The new shape of the entrance may require new ceramic tiling. I plan to mimic the 
colors and styles used in other locations on Carson Street while matching the color and 
style of this building. 
 
6) No new outside sign will be used. I don’t think there is any proper place for a sign on 
the outside. Store signage will be placed in the reasonable large transom, via a 
transparency from the inside. Additional, smaller but similar signage may be used on 
the front windows. 
 
7) Lighting will be placed at the front doors from overhead, in the entrance.  Additional 
lighting will be added completely above the front in order to light the front of the building. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
Top photo is a storefront photo taken by the city.  This was the condition in the year that I 
bought it. 
 
Bottom picture shows the cosmetic improvements I have made since I purchased it.  They 
include repointing, painting, and new windows. 
 
Please note, the existing paint job was chosen to highlight and promote the “Toy Store” that 
was located there.  This will remain the same, however, the large yellow windows will be 
changed to match the transparent look of the smaller windows but they will remain 
opaque.  This is necessary due to the fact that they are very large and must be insulated 
with foam board.  I chose to color the foam-board yellow at the time, but I plan to change 
them again to match the new front and honor the new store that will occupy the retail 
space. 



 



 
 
This is looking upward toward the sky, under the sign, showing the overhang. 

1) Shows the “tracks” that the front windows should be following. 
2) Shows the existing window line, and how it was inappropriately placed across the 

“tracks” instead of on them. 
3)  Shows the original woodwork that I uncovered when I removed a false “dropped” 

ceiling. 
4) Bottom picture shows inside view of the “tracks” crossing.  This left a 6” gap 

between the top of the windows and the original ceiling, and recessed woodwork. 

  



 
 
 
The above picture shows the same ceiling on the inside of the store.  In the upper left 
corner you can see the top of the front door and how it was attached to the ceiling, right 
in the middle of the woodwork, and nowhere near the appropriate place. 
 
The picture below shows the repairs in progress (just waiting for a good, warm day to 
do some staining.)  Special trim had to be made (tooled and cut) to match the old.  Extra 
trim was made to use on the outside to ensure a matching look. 
 
Please note: the color of this vintage woodwork has been matched, and it is my 
intention to use this color stain, a medium/dark cherry red, on all of the new outside 
woodwork.    
 
 



 
 

 



 
The above picture shows the front of the store from the inside.  The three 2x4’s seen in 
the middle of the picture are all that’s left of a wall that spanned the length of the store.  
(They too will be removed.)  This wall made a small room up there, and it closed-off and 
hid the leaded-glass front windows. 
 

 
 
The above picture shows this upper space and 3 of the 4 leaded glass windows. 
 
While I can see the windows from this inside view, I still have no idea what’s 
underneath the covered front.  Any original brickwork or woodwork will be preserved.  
All of my plans revolve and evolve around any original architecture.  
 



 
 
The picture above shows the V-Shaped entrance and it also shows the two tracks that 
the windows should be on, and the 6-inch gap that I had to stuff with insulation.  It also 
shows the front leaded-glass area covered by the sign. 



 
 
This is the right side front window.  At the foot of the windows are concrete bases that 
must be removed and reset in the proper locations in order to follow the new window 
design and provide a sturdy footer. 



 
 
This is an inside view of the concrete footer to be removed and reset. 



 
 
This picture shows the side door that is a fire hallway door.  It is still unclear if I will be 
able to replace it with a wood and glass door that I would like to have.  Perhaps a solid 
wood door would also look good, however, the city may require a steel door, in which 
case I will do my best to match the new color and design of the front. 
 



 
 
Trim with the special cut, used on the inside, and maybe on the outside as well. 
 
 
*Please see the rendering of the new front that was sent in accompanying Word 
doc. 



 





 









RobertBaumbach  

B  U  I  L  D  I  N  G    D  E  S  I  G  N           
             

   

900 Middle Street 
Blacksmith Studio 

Pittsburgh, PA 15212 
412.266.4425 

bobbaumbach@comcast.net 

 
 
 
 

Historic Review Commission 
1221 Monterey Street (rear house a.k.a. 1222 Mimosa Way) 

Installation of Integral Garage  
Pittsburgh, PA 15212 
February 15, 2013 

 
 
PROPOSED ALTERATIONS 
 
We propose to remove the door and two windows on the first floor which face Mimosa Way along with 
the vinyl windows, aluminum K‐gutters and insul‐brick. 

PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION 

In place of the door and two windows on the first floor, we propose to install an integral garage at grade 
level.  We propose to install Hardie Board siding with a 5‐1/2” reveal, 4” trim boards, crown mold 
cornice, half‐round gutters and 4” round rain leader.  The garage doors would be Clopay Coachman 
doors.  We propose to install one‐over‐one wood/clad windows with historic profiles.  The color scheme 
would be selected from the Benjamin Moore Historic Color series. 
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University of Pittsburgh

12058

Amos Hall Food Service
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Cover Sheet / Site Plan

Issue Date

Sketch Number

Drawing Title

Addendum/Bulletin/RFI

Reference Drawing

Client

Project Number

Project Name

Site

University of Pittsburgh
Amos Hall Facade Renovations
3990 Fifth Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA  15213

OWNER:

University of Pittsburgh
Facilities Management
3400 Forbes Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA  15260
Phone:412.624.9534
Contact:Park Rankin

ARCHITECT:

Strada Architecture LLC
925 Liberty Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA  15222
Phone: 412.263.3800
Contact:Jason Franklin

DRAWING LIST:

01 Cover Sheet / Site Plan
02 Existing Photographs
03 Elevations
04 Proposed Lighting Fixture
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University of Pittsburgh

12058

Amos Hall Food Service
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Existing Photographs

Issue Date

Sketch Number

Drawing Title

Addendum/Bulletin/RFI

Reference Drawing

Client

Project Number

Project Name

view looking east

view looking east

view looking south

view looking east

view looking east view of exiting stone base and storefront

view of exiting stone base and storefront

view of exiting stone base

entrance
to bakery

entrance
to bakerynew sign

location

new sign
location
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University of Pittsburgh

12058

Amos Hall Food Service
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Elevation

Issue Date

Sketch Number

Drawing Title

Addendum/Bulletin/RFI

Reference Drawing

Client

Project Number

Project Name

proposed first floor facade renovations previously approved first floor facade renovations

BEYOND BOOKS
PITTSBURGH'S BOOKSTORE

ON
FIFTHOAKLAND BAKERY & MARKET

Granite base to match

Storefront color to match

122'-8"

OAKLAND BAKERY & MARKET

New granite base New storefront system
along Fifth Avenue

New 12" backlit metal
channel letter signage

New wall
sconce

11'-4" on
45º angle

SCALE: 1"   = 20'

1 Overall Elevation
03 0 10' 20' 40'

SCALE: 1"   = 10'

2 Enlarged Elevation
03 0 5' 10' 20'
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University of Pittsburgh

12058

Amos Hall Food Service

04

Proposed Ligting Fixture

Issue Date

Sketch Number

Drawing Title

Addendum/Bulletin/RFI

Reference Drawing

Client

Project Number

Project Name

L I�G�H T I�N�G

SPECIFICATIONS:

Luminaire

L5921-2BH

L5921-2BH

The lantern�is�a
period�style�cast�(#356�grade)

fixture.
Corrosion�resistant.

This�product�and�all�its�com-
ponents�shall�be�U.L.�Listed.

L5921-2BH

aluminum

TESTING:

ELECTRICAL:

OPTICS:

Ballasts�are�High�Power�Fac-
tor�(HPF).��Sockets�are�Med.
Base�4KV Rated.

Refractors�shall�be�precision
molded�of�Borosilicate�glass
with Type�5�distribution�or
of�spun�aluminum.

DARK�SKIES�(available):

WARRANTY:

N/A

3-Year�Manufacturer’s
warranty.

ELA LIGHTING

PHOTOMETRICS�&�LAYOUTS
AVAILABLE�UPON�REQUEST.

15 ”3

22”

ELA LIGHTING COMPANY,�INC.
17891 Arenth Avenue
City�of�Industry,�CA 91748
Web:�www.ela-lighting.com
E-mail:�info@ela-lighting.com

EPA -�1.2

WT.�-�28�LBS.

11”�Cage�Diameter

MEDITERRANEAN
Wall�Mounted�Lantern�with�Six�(6)�Flat�Lens�Panels

Call Toll�Free:�1-800-423-6561

Fax:�1-626-965-9494

LP18-3

Note: Specifications are subject to change without notice. Always consult factory.

L I�G�H T I�N�G

L5921-2BH

ISOLUX�CHARTS

SPECIFICATIONS

LP18-4

S
T

R
E

E
T

H
O

U
S

E
Note: Specifications are subject to change without notice. Always consult factory.
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