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Historic Review Commission of Pittsburgh  
200 Ross Street, First Floor Hearing Room 

April 4, 2012 
 

AGENDA 
 

(Vacant), Chairman 
Ernie Hogan, Vice Chairman 

Noor Ismail, Director of Planning 
John Jennings, Secretary, Acting Chief BBI 

Linda McClellan 
Arthur Sheffield 

Joe Serrao 
 12:30 PM CALL TO ORDER 

 12:30 PM INTERNAL BUSINESS 

  Old Business 
• None 

  New Business 
• Approval of the Minutes from the March 2012 hearing 
• Certificates of Appropriateness Report – March 
• Applications for a Certificate of Economic Hardship - None 

Upcoming Demolitions, no action at this time  
• None 
 

 1:00 PM HEARING & ACTION

 
1. East Carson Street Historic District 

1117 Bingham Street 
MAPA Real Estate Holdings, owner 
Marco Cardamone, applicant 
Installation of gate and lighting 
 

2. East Carson Street Historic District 
1811 East Carson Street 
Mike Papariella, owner 
Matthew Brind’Amour, applicant 
Installation of a roof deck 
 

3. Penn-Liberty Historic District 
941 Liberty Avenue 
Caterina Varrasso, owner 
Sunny Varrasso, applicant 
Certificate of Economic Hardship 
Application - Installation of ATM 

 

 

 

4. Penn-Liberty Historic District 
808 Penn Avenue 
Penn Lofts LLC, owner 
Shaheen Salaria, applicant 
Façade renovation/restoration 
 

5. Oakland Civic Center Historic District 
4000 Fifth Avenue 
Park Rankin, owner 
Rick Avon, applicant 
Creation of a new entry 

6. Oakland Civic Center Historic District 
4200 Fifth Avenue 
Park Rankin, owner 
Strada, LLC, applicant 
Installation of metal louvers in window 
openings 
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7. Market Square Historic District 
Forbes Avenue T.B.D. 
Millcraft Industries, owner 
Arquitectonica, applicant 
Construction of a mixed use high rise 

 
 
 
 DEMOLITIONS 
 

1. Market Square Historic District 
218 Forbes Avenue 
Millcraft Industries, owner 
Arquitectonica, applicant 
Demolition to Grade 

 
2. Market Square Historic District 

228 Forbes Avenue 
Millcraft Industries, owner 
Arquitectonica, applicant 
Demolition to grade 

 
3. Manchester Historic District 

1321 N. Franklin Street 
Andrew & Rachel Huffman, owners 
Bureau of Building Inspection, applicant 
Demolition to grade 

 

 DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 ADJOURNMENT  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The John Robin Civic Building, located at 200 Ross St. 
downtown, is wheelchair accessible.  This meeting is open 

to all members of the public.  INTERPRETERS FOR THE 
HEARING IMPAIRED WILL BE PROVIDED WITH FOUR DAYS 

NOTIFICATION BY CONTACTING RICHARD MERITZER AT 412-
255-2102. 

Please contact Sarah Quinn with questions and 
comments: 412-255-2243 

sarah.quinn@city.pittsburgh.pa.us 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Iron City Brewery 
3340 Liberty Avenue 
Collier Development, owner 
Tim Frew, Applicant 
Demolition of boiler house to grade 

 
5. Iron City Brewery 

3340 Liberty Avenue 
Collier Development, owner 
Tim Frew, Applicant 
Demolition of Building D to grade 

 
6. Iron City Brewery 

3340 Liberty Avenue 
Collier Development, owner 
Tim Frew, Applicant 
Demolition of Building E to grade 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Katherine.molnar@city.pittsburgh.pa.us
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HISTORIC REVIEW COMMISSION OF PITTSBURGH 
Application for a Certificate of Appropriateness 

• [([[(Use ­

Hearing Date: 

LOl and 8Lbc~ 4.' 

ADDRESS OF PROPERTY: \ \ \ 1 13 IN&- vt 4M ! \ 
~ lClS B0JL'=f-(" "4 \1,2.03 

mSTORIC DISTRICT: sadTt{ s l ~ e:: 

OWNER APPLICANT 


Address: 3l~ 8\53 chflSOr-.) 5r 

City, State, Zip: p~ \ 0It- l) 1-1 ~ 
~ht. Co 38-)e. ~ 7 .lj /1.- ~8 ( -cr r. 'J.., 

Phone: ( ) Fax: (-..L)___ _ ___ 

• .' COoV\E-MAIL: i"\cg.~!oNv1ai\~@M.-t:r'ML'~ E-MAIL: ".~ 

'---------~ 
REQUffiED ATTACHMENTS: ~DraWingS lZl Photographs 0 Renderings kiS ite Plan 0 Other 


DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED WORK: i:o('J Sp1..~ cno~ 0 j:. ~Pt>!l.4Il :-' 

. I 

s \l1t.~.Q<.E. PAlL'" 1,..J(y: Ps1Z--e7l: u-llt-'1 &L..C"'\..d==J"TD r 1-p:L L-\fr4tn N (r , 

SIGNATURE H. Q.J\...(,.¢ &C~JC1...A.v___""" , Owner DATE "3 - (~ - }.O /d-. 

,- l 4:> - J..OI.;l­l-t.~" 4c.~l..~Applicant DATE 

mailto:i"\cg.~!oNv1ai\~@M.-t:r'ML


MAPA Real Estate Holdings, LLC
1117 Bingham Street
Parking Lot near South Side Market House & WYEP



MAPA Real Estate Holdings LLC
1117 Bingham Street

Parking lot looking south east Parking lot looking south east Parking lot looking east

Parking lot looking south Parking lot looking south west Parking lot looking west

Parking lot looking north Parking lot looking north west Rick Zolton lot nearby: HRC approved









 

    

 
HISTORIC REVIEW COMMISSION OF PITTSBURGH 

Application for a Certificate of Appropriateness 
 

DEADLINES:  
Completed Applications must be 
submitted 15 days prior to next HRC 
hearing, when a hearing is required. 
 
FEE SCHEDULE: See attached 
Please make check payable to 
Treasurer, City of Pittsburgh 
 
Fee Paid:  $  

 

 
 
Date Received:        

Hearing Date:        

Lot and Block #:   
 

ADDRESS OF PROPERTY: 1811 East Carson Street  
 Pittsburgh, PA 15203  

HISTORIC DISTRICT: East Carson Street  

OWNER APPLICANT  

Name: Mike Papariella  Name: Matthew Brind'Amour  

Address: 1811 East Carson Street  Address: 1201 West Point Avenue  

City, State, Zip: Pittsburgh, PA 15203  City, State, Zip: Pittsburgh, PA 15212  

Phone: (412 ) 901-1420 Fax: (   )      -       Phone: (412) 412-0485 Fax: (   )      -       

E-MAIL: fightmachine@me.com  E-MAIL: matt.brindamour@gmail.com  

 

REQUIRED ATTACHMENTS:    Drawings  Photographs  Renderings  Site Plan    Other 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED WORK: Replace existing 2.5 story roof deck with new 2nd  
story addition, egress stair enclosure and 3rd story roof deck above.  This is only a partial roof deck, covering ~600sf   
 at the rear along Wright's Way only.  The new design will not be visible from E Carson but is from 18th & Wrights  

 
SIGNATURE  , Owner DATE        

  , Applicant DATE        

 

Division of Development Administration and Review  
City of Pittsburgh, Department of City Planning 

200 Ross Street, Third Floor 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15219 

- Staff Use - 



The owner of Casey's Draft House is proposing the following work to his property located at 
1811 East Carson Street.  As it exists, there is currently a pressure treated wood deck, on 
unfinished concrete masonry piers  sitting above a single story addition added within perhaps 
the last decade.  Due to delamination of the beams used, the existing roof deck has become 
unsafe and needs to be replaced (see photos).  In lieu of replacing the deck in kind the owner 
has proposed to continue the concrete masonry walls of the 1-story addition up a second story 
and place the new roof deck above the new addition.  For egress we will also place a new, 3-
story, concrete masonry exit stair shaft at the rear of the addition to provide egress from both 
the 2nd story addition and the roof deck. 

The property is currently an amalgamation of various renovations and additions throughout it's 
history and while the front facade along Carson is certainly contributing to the historic district, I 
would argue that per the ECSHD Design Guidelines: General Guidelines (C)#8."...If the rear of a 
building is not basically the original design and materials, then proposals for work on the rear, 
when visible from a public street or way, should be treated as if they were proposals for work on 
non-contributing structures...".  Because 1811 is a 3-story building along Carson Street, with a 
gabled roof providing more screening of the space behind it and we are proposing to add only a 
small roof deck above the rear third portion of the building, no part of the roof deck will be 
visible from the East Carson Street corridor itself.  It will be visible from 18th Street and Wrights 
Way, however, we believe we are proposing to improve the appearance of the current building 
as opposed to making it less attractive from the public way.  There is also precedent, from this 
corner, for rear roof decks of a non-historic nature that are visible from this intersection but not 
from Carson Street (See Photos). 

 



THESE DRAWINGS ARE FOR REVIEW OF DESIGN AND
SCOPE DESCRIPTION ONLY.  NO REPRESENTATION IS
MADE TO THE ACCURACY OF THE DRAWINGS WITH
RESPECT TO EXISTING DIMENSIONS OR CONDITIONS. ALL
CONSULTANTS AND CONTRACTORS MUST VERIFY ANY
AND ALL DIMENSIONS AND CONDITIONS WHICH ARE
CRITICAL TO THEIR WORK.

Brind'Amour Design
Matthew Brind’Amour
Assoc. AIA  LEED AP

1201 West Point Ave
Pittsburgh, PA 15212
412.477.2140
matt.brindamour@gmail.com
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1811 East Carson Street
Pittsburgh, PA  15203

Cover Sheet

Roof Deck Redesign and
Renovation

Casey's Draft House

12-003

A0.0

Historic Review

3.16.2012
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A0.0 Cover Sheet

A0.1 General Notes

D1.0 Existing Conditions Plan - Demo

A1.0 Proposed Plans - Second Floor, Roof Deck

A3.0 Building Elevations - Partial

Casey's Draft House

1811 East Carson St.
Pittsburgh, PA 15203

Historic Review Commission
Submission - 3.16.12

PROJECT TEAM

Owner:

1811  East Carson St
Pittsburgh, PA 15203
Phone: 412.431.3595
Contact: Mike Papariella

Casey's Draft House
Contractor:

??? St.
Pittsburgh, PA 15203
412.519.3717
Contact: Josh Ebaugh

Structural Engineer

Washington Pike
, PA 15017

Contact:

TBD
M/E/P Engineer:

Suite 333
700 River Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15212
412.
Contact:

TBD

Designer:

1201 West Point Ave
Pittsburgh, PA 15212
412.477.2140
Contact: Matt Brind'Amour, Assoc. AIA

Brind'Amour Design

Civil Engineer:

123 Ridge Road
Valencia, PA 16059
724.
Contact:

TBD

Pgh Expert Painting
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Location Map
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DEMOLISH EXISTING; STRUCTURALLY
DEFICIENT ROOF DECK IN ITS ENTIRETY

DEMO EXISTING FIRE
ESCAPE STAIR

DEMO EXISTING ACCESS
STAIR

DEMO EXISTING PARAPET
WALLS; SEE 1/D1

THESE DRAWINGS ARE FOR REVIEW OF DESIGN AND
SCOPE DESCRIPTION ONLY.  NO REPRESENTATION IS
MADE TO THE ACCURACY OF THE DRAWINGS WITH
RESPECT TO EXISTING DIMENSIONS OR CONDITIONS. ALL
CONSULTANTS AND CONTRACTORS MUST VERIFY ANY
AND ALL DIMENSIONS AND CONDITIONS WHICH ARE
CRITICAL TO THEIR WORK.

Brind'Amour Design
Matthew Brind’Amour
Assoc. AIA  LEED AP

1201 West Point Ave
Pittsburgh, PA 15212
412.477.2140
matt.brindamour@gmail.com
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1811 East Carson Street
Pittsburgh, PA  15203

Existing Conditions
Plan - Demo

Roof Deck Redesign and
Renovation

Casey's Draft House

12-003

D1.0

Historic Review

3.16.2012
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Second Floor Demo

EXISTING
BATHROOMS TO
BE REMOVED

EXISTING   ROOF TO
BE DEMOLISHED

EXISTING WOOD STAIRS
TO BE DEMOLISHED

EXISTING OPENING AND STAIRS
TO ROOF DECK TO BE
REMOVED

PARTIAL WALLS TO BE DEMOLISHED
TO TOP OF PARAPET BLOCK

DEMOLISH BLOCK PARAPET TO
HIGHEST FULL COURSE OF
BLOCK; TYPICAL

EXISTING BAR; DEMO TBD

 1/4" = 1'-0"
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Existing Roof Deck Demolition Plan
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NEW 3-STORY CMU
EGRESS ENCLOSURE

NEW EGRESS STAIR
TO SECOND FLOOR
ADDITION AND 3RD
STORY ROOF DECK

NEW SECOND STORY
ADDITION;  FINISH
FLOOR ~2'-0" ABOVE
EXISTING REAR
FLOOR ELEVATION

NEW CMU OR METAL
STUD STAIR
ENCLOSURE FOR
ACCESS TO ROOF
DECK ABOVE AT
APPROXIMATE
LOCATION OF EXISTING
ROOF DECK ACCESS

EXISTING BATHROOMS
TO BE RELOCATED; SEE
INSET PLAN

EXISTING STAIR TO
FIRST FLOOR

NEW ROOF DECK ENTRANCE
ENCLOSURE
AND STAIRS DOWN TO
SECOND FLOOR

NEW 3-STORY CMU
EGRESS ENCLOSURE

NEW EGRESS STAIR
TO SECOND FLOOR
ADDITION AND 3RD
STORY ROOF DECK

NEW 3RD STORY
ROOF DECK

NEW METAL OR WOOD
GUARDRAIL SYSTEM W/
INTEGRAL BAR TOP OR
DRINK SHELF
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THESE DRAWINGS ARE FOR REVIEW OF DESIGN AND
SCOPE DESCRIPTION ONLY.  NO REPRESENTATION IS
MADE TO THE ACCURACY OF THE DRAWINGS WITH
RESPECT TO EXISTING DIMENSIONS OR CONDITIONS. ALL
CONSULTANTS AND CONTRACTORS MUST VERIFY ANY
AND ALL DIMENSIONS AND CONDITIONS WHICH ARE
CRITICAL TO THEIR WORK.

Brind'Amour Design
Matthew Brind’Amour
Assoc. AIA  LEED AP

1201 West Point Ave
Pittsburgh, PA 15212
412.477.2140
matt.brindamour@gmail.com
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1811 East Carson Street
Pittsburgh, PA  15203

Proposed Plans -
Second Floor, Roof

Deck

Roof Deck Redesign and
Renovation

Casey's Draft House

12-003

A1.0

Historic Review

3.16.2012
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1

Proposed Second Floor Plan

GENERAL NOTES:

EXISTING BATHROOMS TO BE REMOVED AND REPLACED.
EXISTING OPENING AND STAIRS TO ROOF DECK TO BE REMOVED AND REPLACED.
1-STORY ADDITION BLOCK WALLS TO BE EXTENDED TO ENCLOSE SECOND FLOOR
ADDITION AND CREATE PARAPET WALLS AT ROOF DECK LEVEL.

 1/4" = 1'-0"
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Proposed Roof Deck



1.0 - GROUND FLOOR
0' - 0"

existing top of deck maybe
21' - 4"

2.5 - EXISTING ROOF
DECK

17' - 0"
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3.4 - T.O. Parapet
27' - 4"

3.2 - T.O. Roof Deck
24' - 0"

2.2 - T.O. DECK (NEW)
12' - 0"

1.8 - REAR ADD. T. O.
ROOF DECK

10' - 8"

4.0 - Rooftop T.O. CMU
34' - 0"

0.5 - T.O. FOOTING
FROST DEPTH

-3' - 4"

1
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NEW CONCRETE BLOCK 3-STORY ENCLOSED
EGRESS STAIR ; CMU MAY BE PAINTED IF

DESIRED BY HRC

NEIGHBORING 2.5 STORY BUILDING WITH REAR
PARKING

NEIGHBORING 2 STORY BUILDING
WITH REAR PARKING

PRE-FINISHED OR PAINTED
SMOOTH FIBER CEMENT SHEET
SIDING

EXTRUDED ALUMINUM WINDOW OR
STOREFRONT (OPTIONAL OPERABILITY);
ANODIZED OR PAINTED FRAME AVAILABLE
AT REQUEST OF HRC

EXISTING DOOR; PAINT FRAME TO
MATCH NEW CONSTRUCTION AS
NECESSARY

EXISTING 1-STORY UNFINISHED CMU
ADDITION; PAINT BLOCK AS NECESSARY
TO MATCH NEW CONSTRUCTION

3-STORY PORTION OF BUILDING
BEYOND; AT EAST CARSON
STREET SUBJECT PROPERTY
(1811) IS THREE STORY

1.0 - GROUND FLOOR
0' - 0"

Roof Plan
29' - 0"

2.5 - EXISTING ROOF
DECK

17' - 0"

3.4 - T.O. Parapet
27' - 4"

3.2 - T.O. Roof Deck
24' - 0"

2.2 - T.O. DECK (NEW)
12' - 0"

4.0 - Rooftop T.O. CMU
34' - 0"

0.5 - T.O. FOOTING
FROST DEPTH

-3' - 4"

ADJACENT PROPERTY
1805 EAST CARSON ST

EXISTING CMU 1 STORY ADDITION; NEW
BLOCK TO BE BUILT UP FROM EXISITNG
WALLS; PAINT BLOCK TO MATCH AS
NECESSARY

WRIGHT'S
WAY

NEW CONCRETE BLOCK 3-
STORY ENCLOSED EGRESS

STAIR ; CMU MAY BE PAINTED IF
DESIRED BY HRC

PRE-FINISHED OR PAINTED
SMOOTH FIBER CEMENT SHEET
SIDING

CLEAR ANODIZED EXTRUDED ALUMINUM
WINDOW OR STOREFRONT (OPTIONAL
OPERABILITY); COLOR ANODIZED OR PAINTED
FRAME AVAILABLE AT REQUEST OF HRC

PROPOSED STEEL OR WOOD PERGOLA
BEYOND; COVERAGE <50% OF ROOF DECK

PROPOSED 48-60" HIGH MIN. PAINTED OR
STAINLESS STEEL OR NATURAL WOOD
GUARD RAILING SYSTEM WITH INTEGRAL
BAR TOP OR DRINK SHELF

NEW CONCRETE BLOCK
ADDITION; MAY BE PAINTED PER
HRC REVIEW; PAINT EXISTING
BLOCK TO MATCH AS NECESSARY

THESE DRAWINGS ARE FOR REVIEW OF DESIGN AND
SCOPE DESCRIPTION ONLY.  NO REPRESENTATION IS
MADE TO THE ACCURACY OF THE DRAWINGS WITH
RESPECT TO EXISTING DIMENSIONS OR CONDITIONS. ALL
CONSULTANTS AND CONTRACTORS MUST VERIFY ANY
AND ALL DIMENSIONS AND CONDITIONS WHICH ARE
CRITICAL TO THEIR WORK.

Brind'Amour Design
Matthew Brind’Amour
Assoc. AIA  LEED AP

1201 West Point Ave
Pittsburgh, PA 15212
412.477.2140
matt.brindamour@gmail.com
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1811 East Carson Street
Pittsburgh, PA  15203

Building Elevations -
Partial

Roof Deck Redesign and
Renovation

Casey's Draft House

12-003

A3.0

Historic Review

3.16.2012
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Rear Building Elevation

 1/4" = 1'-0"
2

Partial Side Building Elevation







Existing Carson St Façade to Remain Unchanged

Existing Roof Deck and Rear Facade

Rear Roof Deck not visible from Carson Street

Existing Roof Deck and Rear Facade



Existing Roof Deck and 1-Story Addition from Wrights Way

Existing Deck towards Carson St – 3 Story portion blocks visual access

Existing Roof Deck from 18th St

Existing Roof Deck from 18th St



Existing Roof Deck – Structurally Unsound

Delaminating Glu-Lam Beam

Nearby Existing, Modern Style Roof Deck as viewed from 

Wrights Way behind 1811 East Carson

Existing Roof Deck from 18th St



Division Of Development Admin is tration And Review 
City f Pill burgh, Department Of City Planni ng 

200 Ro s Street, Third Floor 
Pi ttsburgh, Pennsylvania 15219 

HISTORIC REVI W COMMISSION OF PITT BURGH 
Application for C ertificae of Economic Hardship 

Date Received: 

Hearing Date: 


Lot and Block No.: 


ADDRESS OF PROPERTY: 
941 Liberty Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15222 

OWNER APPLICANT 

Name: Cat ri na Varrasso Name: Sonia Varrasso 
Address: 4769 Oakhurst Avenue Address: 4769 Oakhurst Avenue 
City, State, Zip Oi bsonia, P A 15044 City, State, Zip Gi bsonia, P 15044 
Phone: 412.487.7855 Phone: 41 2.487.7855 
Email: None Email: None 

REASON FOR REQUEST: 

The Commission 's Partial denial of SoniaVarrasso's request for Certificate of Appropriateness to install a sidewalk 
cafe with a an ATM will result in un due economic hardship on Sonia Varrassu and h<;:r business 941 <;,doon Corporation. It is 
Ms. Varr'asso's intent to redesign of the fayade of the building in order to crecHe an open air sidewalk cafe with the hopes of 
rejuvenate a slumping Restauran t/Bar business in the ar..:a. The design results in the elimination of a wall in which Lh·~ current 
ATM is located. The new design incorporates the A T1vl into the exterior fapde which provides access to the ATM to the gennal 
public . There is no other sui table location within the business within which tu locate the ATM other than where it currently 
stands. All remaining walls are exterior walls. party walls or contain stairwells, r~·:;lt'ooms and office space. These area:; do not 
provide the wallspace or access necessary to install an ATM. 

The HRC previously approved a similar design with same location of the: ATM and a sin glc door ,, :~ ,;11 entryway. Ms 
Varrasso has purchased the: smallest commercial ATM machine based on the reccommedatlons of the HRC for approximatel y 
$6.000.00. The fa~ade design has not changed with regard to the TM. Ms . Varrasso only resubmitted the design to comply 
with building inspection requests for a duuble duor rather than a sing le door egress. In add ition she determined to obtain 
approval for sign dr:-:ign. 

Dcnial of the current design with the ATM will result in unde hardship as she has purchased an ATM that cannot be 
used and she will be losing between 500.00 und $800.00 in ATM fees per month which has helped to support the business in 
th t:se diflicult enconomic times . The abandonemt:nt of' the project thrGatens the bu :; in ess in general as there continm:s to be: no 
reason for suburbanites to stay in the City of Pittsburgh "fler working hOllrs. This trend will continue ifsome changes are not 
made to draw people into to the Penn-Liberty Area 

SIG ATURES 

-r-"-<f----+--H--­---­-"'- App licant 

Date / - r - J2­

Date I - q '- Id 


http:6.000.00


REQUEST FOR ECONOMIC HARDSHIP 


STANDARD TO BE APPLIED 


Exterior Alterations other than Demolition, New onstruction, Additions, and Re location. Th 
Commission shall only approve an application for a Certifi cate of Economic Hardship upon 
determination that the d nial of the ert ificate of Appropriateness for alterations has resulted in 
substantial hardship to th property owner. 

EVIDENCE TO BE CONSIDERED 

1. 	 Estimated cost of proposed alteration (Non Inclusion of ATM) 

a. 	 Build costs w uld be Minimal 
b. 	 Approval of the Project without the ATM would result in losses as follows: 

I. 	 Losses from the purchase of A TM to suit HRC requests - $6 000.00 
11. 	 Losses in revenue generated from ATM machine Approx. $500.00­

800.00/month 

2. 	 Opinions from a licensed engineer or architect with experience in renova tion, 
restoration or rehabilitation as to the structural soundness of any structures or 
objects on the property and their suitability for continued use, renovation, 
restoration or rehabilitation 

N/A 

3. 	 Any estimates of the market value of the property in its current condition ; after 
completion of the proposed alteration, construction, demolition, or r elocation; after 
any expenditures necessary to comply with the recommendations of the Commission 
for changes necessary for it to approve a Certificate of Appropriateness; and in the 
case of a proposed demolition, after renovation of the existing property for 
continued use. 

There is minimal affect on the value of the pro perty in question for removal of the 
ATM the hardship would be as a result of the limiting the use of the property. in 
denying the use of the ATM. The denial would result in losses to the tenant and 
ultimately result of in the abandonement of the project. The prupose of proj ect 
was to rejuvenate business. The loss as a resul t is immeasurable. 

4. 	 In the case of a proposed demolition, any estima tes from architects, developers, real 
estate consultants, appraisers, or other real estate professionals experienced in 
rehabilitation as to the economic feasibility of restoration, renovation or 
rehabilitation of any existing structures or objects. 

None 



5. 	 Any and all applicable zoning provisions, the possibility of modifications to zoning 
provisions and incentives available to the applicant. 

No Zoning provisions ar > at issue 

ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE TO BE SUBMITTED 

The applicant intends to submit the following information as evidence that the 
Commission's decision was arbitrary capricious an abus of di screti n and Contrary to law 
resulting in economic hardship to the applicant. 

a. 	 The original approved plan letter and Cert ificate of Appropriat ness. 
b. 	 The current proposed Plan letter and Certi ficate of Appr priateness. 



' .. 

Division of Development Administration and Review 

City of Pittsburgh, Department of City Planning 

200 Ross Street., Third Floor 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15219 

HISTORIC REVIEW C OMMISSION OF P rnSBURGH 
Application for a Certificate of Appropriateness 

- Sta./fUse.;....__...__..... ......_... _...-.,......_.._._-_...._.__...."....__........... ,,, ....... __...._....,............_.._-... ...... _···.._--,··__·__.._···.. _..·..·..·..···'····-1 

DEADLINES: Completed Applications must be 

Date Recei~'ed: REeEl VE0 AUG02 10105\Jbmitted 15 days prior to the next HRC hearing, 
when 8 hearing is required. 

Hearing Dale: _ ____________ _ 
FEE SCHEDULE: See attached: Please make 

i
check. paY~ to Treasuur. City ofPllIsburgh Lot and Block #: ! 
Fel1Paid'p4, S 140 i 

~._ _•._._.____..... _._.•. _..._......_,..._..•,._.. _......._._. ........ .. _.................... .._... •._••_ ....._M .... _ ......... ',...•,... ......_ .. __,_......__•.•__.......__....J 

ADDRESS OF PROPERTY: __~~9~4Li~LI~·oo~rty~A~v~en~u~e____________ _ __--___ _ _______. 

fins burgh, PA 15222 

HlSTORIC DISTRICT: 

OWNER APPLICANT 

Name: Caterina V arrassQ Name: Sunny Varra5SO 

Ad~: __~4~7~69~0a~k~hu~m~A~v~en~~~_______ Address: 47(1} Q!khurst Avenue 

City, State, Zip: Gibson ia PA 15044 City, State, Zip: Gibsonia PA 15044 

Phone: (4 12)487 - 7855 Fa'<: (\........L}___ _ Phone: (41 2) 377-5 168 Fax: (412)28I ·5222 

E-MAIL: ___________________ E-MAIL: 941tilden@gmaj!'cQm 

qt,-J\ rn'='ti le ~~~ I . r. OM 

REQUIRED ATTACHMENTS: 0 Drawings [8J Photographs 0 Renderings 0 Site Plan D Other 

DETAlLEn DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED WORK: Paris ttl Pittsburgh. store front renovation 

., .. 
SJGNATURE DATE 7 - ;? 7 - ) 0 

DATE Z- i'7 - LQ 

A 




Division of Development Administration and Review 

City of Pittsburgh, Department of City Planning 

200 Ross Street, Third Floor 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania J5219 

HISTORIC REVIEW C OMMISSION 
(JIacatll). Chairman 

Ernie Hogan. Vice Chairman 
John Jennings. Secretary, Acting Chief 881 

Nooy lsmCTi/, Diy. O/City Planning 
Arthur Sheffield. m 

Linda McClellan 
Joe Serrao 

February 10,2011 

Sunny Varrasso 
4769 Oakhurst Avenue 
Gibsonia, PA 15044 

Re: 	 941 Liberty Avenue 
Penn-Liberty Historic District 

Dear Ms. Varrasso: 

As you are aware, on November 3, 20 I 0 the Historic Review Commission of the City of Pittsburgh reviewed your 
proposal for renovations at the address listed above, located in the Penn-Liberty City-Designated Historic District. 

By the authority granted to it, the Conunission has approved your application and has issued a Certificate of 
Appropriateness for the work. 

Enclosed, please find the Certificate of Appropriateness. A list of aU of the exterior work approved the Commission 
(and its staft) is listed on the Certificate. You should show the certificate if and when you apply at the Zoning 
CoWlter and the Bureau of Building Inspection for a building permit; you should post the Certificate at the job site 
along with the building permit. . 

If you wish to modify any of the approved exterior work, please contact the llistoric Preservation Office beforehand. 
Any unauthorized work, not in accordance with the Certificate of Appropriateness, may lead to the revocation of the 
building pemit. 

Ifyou have any questions, please feel free to call (412-255-2243), or email makenzie.dieh l@cjtv.pjttsburgh.pa.us 

Sincerely, 

'f1 . fJ~ 
Makenzie Diehl 
Historic Preservation Office 

B 


mailto:makenzie.diehl@cjtv.pjttsburgh.pa.us


ill, 
HISTORIC REVIEW COMMISSION OF PITTSBURGH 

• CITY' OF PITTSBURGIl ' 

CERTIFICATEO.FAPPROPRIATENESS ' #,11-007 

'~. 

Owner: Diego & Caterilla Varrasso Issue Date: ' -iFebruary 9,2011 t': 
,Applicant: Sunny Varrasso .Historic District: Pelln-Lib~rty 

Bu~ding Insp~tor: ' Bob Molynea~ _ Ward: 2nd 
. Address ofProperty: 941 Libe~Avenue Block and Lot:, 9-N-44 

', ' 

,In accordance witliSeetion 1.8 ofTitle Eleven ~ Historic COde o/Ordinances o/the City ofPitl3"";"gh, the Histori~Review Commission has reviewed the 
applicaJion for neW construction, demolition. or exterior alterations submitted by the applicant, and h<Ls. approve4ihefollowing: ' 

:",' . . . . . . 
, ,' .'i' " , . " " ' 

0, ,Rehabi\.itation cf th~ first floor storefront Ort the primary fayade of the adfiress listed above, as per drawings and specifications submitteq to the Historic 
Review Commission on 3-Noveniber-lO. To include: ' 

. . f - . . . 

• lnsta11ation of black, aluminum NAN.A wall storefrQnt system, and new entry door with transom windowaoove. 

• Installation.of10 'l2"w x36"h ATM. AIM sha ll be ~dn wall with ~ck surrmmd to match the existing. 

. Installation ofblack, canvas awning to be mounted to existing brick piers. ' '
• Installati~n of channel letter wall sign, to be face mounted to brick. Letters shall be black, cut"outaerylic aitd individually back-lit. 

' ,' . . . 

·,·One black, bead-board panel planter shall be installed at base of left pier. 

o Details (inchiding'signage and lightiTlg) andchanges to the drawings sha.\1 be presented to theH,istoric Review"Commiss'ion stafi"prior to construction. 

o ' All work itemsmtlstmeet ioning and building in~pection codes, and all other applicable Jaws and regulations. 

, This certificate mUSl lie presentedto-the Zoning Office and l.he Bureau of.Building Inspection in order t0rii~a ~ 
, " , ',' , TJzis CertifICate EXPIRES SIX (6) months after Issue Date/,\ ' ! \\ ! 

. ..: ., • PLEAse DISPLAY TillS CARD PROMINENTL: · } . ) ),' 

PI. 1Jidt1 -- ' i J ~/ ' 


Staff ofthe Historic Review Commission Setre 
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•.> Division of Development Administration and Review 
City of Pittsbmgh, Department of City Planning 

200 Ross Street, Third Floor 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15219 

HISTORIC REVIEW COMMISSION OF PmSBURGH 
Application for a Certificate of Appropriateness 

- SlqffUse-

DEADLINES: 
Completed Applications must be 
submitted 15 days prior tQ next HRC 
hearing, when a hearing is required. 

FEE SCHEDULE: See attached 
Please · make check payable to 
Treanuer, City ofPittslnugh 

Fee Paid: 00 $ 7.-r..f 0 

Date Received: ~ 02 " 2-0( ( 


Hearing Date: 


Lol and Block #: 


ADDRESS OFPROPER1Y: 	 'I'll L I P.-L fl.f 'l Ave. 
~b '-"A IS Z. 2. 'Z.. 

HISTORIC DISTRICf: 

OWNER 	 APPLICANT 


Name: CAtl.rt.c~~ Vl\rlJtAS:»Q Name: 


Address: lI7(.90f1(htutl+ AtJL· Address: 


City, State, Zip: 6,b50lJ I t:I PA- ,So t(L/ City, State, Zip: ~'SoAlIA- P,9 150£1'1 

Phone: Wi 303 .oJaf Fax: (~)_____ Phone: cfiA 07 -BIJ Fax: (l.-..L)_ ____ _ 

~M~: ______________________ E-MAlL: 1t1/ hldtl.) ~ fMll. tp~ . 

REQUIRED ATIACHMENfS: 0 Drawings ~ Photographs 0 Renderings 0 Site Plan 0 Other 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED WORK: ~Ftr~~,~/4~.t::.c~~___________ --_ 

SIGNATURE .DATE IltA I J f, 1 () It 
I 

DATE !lUI Zq lv /I 

o 




Division of Development Administration and Review 

City of Pittsburgh, Department of City Planning 

200 Ross Street. Third Floor 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15219 

HI5rORIC REVIEW COMMISSION 
(Vacant), Chainnall 

Ern ie Hogan, Vice Chairman 
John Jennings, Secretary, Acting Chief BBI 

Noor Ismail, Dir. 0fCity Planning 
Arthur Sheffield, 11/ 

Linda McClellan 
Joe Serrao 

December 12,2011 

Sunny Varrasso 
4769 Oakhurst Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15044 

Re: 	 941 Liberty Avenue 
Penn-Liberty Historic District 

Dear Ms. Van-asso: 

As you are aware, on December 7, 2011 the Historic Review Commission reviewed your application for proposed 
exterior renovations to 941 Liberty Avenue, located in the Penn-Liberty City Designated Historic District. The 
Commission approved a portion of your application, but denied the installation of the ATM in the fayade of th 
building. The Commission members encouraged the installation of an ATM in the building' s interior, which would be 
outside of the jurisdiction of the Historic Review Commission. 

Enclosed please find the Certificate of Appropriateness authorized by the Conunission at that meeting. It lists all of 
the exterior work approved by the Conunisslon. If you wish to modify any of the approved exterior work, please 
contact the Historic Preservation Office beforehand. Any unauthorized work, not in accordance with the Certificate 
of Appropriateness, may lead to the revocation of the building pennit. 

Appeals from the decisions of the Historic Review Commission may be made to the Court ofCommon Pleas. 

TIlank y-ou for your cooperation. If you have any questions, please feel free to can me at 412-255-2243. 

~ 

Sarah uinn 
Historic Preservation Planner 

E 
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Division of Development Administration and Review 

City of Pittsburgh, Department of City PlalIDing 

200 Ross Street, Third Floor 

Pittsburgh, PelIDsylvania 15219 

HISTORIC REVIEW COMMISSION OF PITTSBURGH 
Application for a Certificate of Appropriateness 

- Sta[( Use ­

C\ Illplet ed Application must be 
submitted 15 days prior to next HRC 
ht'(lring, when a hearing is required. 

FEE SCHEDULE: . ee attach .d 
Please mak.e (.;h . 'k payab le to 
Treas ul'er, ('ifY (~fPittshurgh 

F~e [>ai i: ;KJ $......:VJD"--- _____ 

OWNER 


Dale Received: 

Hearing Dule: 

!'ot and Block #: 9- N - 'i/o 

ADDRESS OF PROPERTY: 808 Penn Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 
15222 

mSTORlC DISTRlCT: Penn-Liberty 

APPLICANT 

Name: Penn Lofts LLC (Shaheen Salaria) 

Address: 441 Four Lakes Drive 

City, State, Zip: Gibsonia, PA 15044 

Phone: (724) 759-4667 Fax: (_--1.)_____ 

E-MAIL: ssalaria@yahoo.com 

Name: Shaheen Salaria 

Address: 441 Four Lakes Drive 

City, State, Zip: Gibsonia, PA 15044 

Phone: (724 ) 759-4667 Fax: ('-...J..)___ 

E-MAIL: ssalaria@yahoo.com 

___ _ 

REQUIRED ATTACHMENTS: ~ Drawings ~ Photographs [8J Renderings 0 Site Plan 0 Other 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED WORK: Renovate the front facade of the building. Redo fir t 
floor front and replace with proposed design . Fix and clean floor two and above with like materials including, 
sanding, Ireplacing/painting wood areas, wood columns as needed. Clean in g/washing masonary areas as needed. 
Replacing glass on windows as needed due to vapor frosting inside glass. 

SIGNATURE Owner 
--=-~----~~~~~~=-----~ 

DATE 3:./ 16 {2-0 12­

DATE .3} t b J 2-D J l.­





Existing Context Photo
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Project number

Date

Drawn by

Drawing #

Lami Grubb
A    R    C    H    I    T    E    C    T    S

Lami Grubb Architects, LP
100 East Swissvale Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15218
Phone: 412.243.3430   Fax: 412.371.1586
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CORNER VIEW
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Project number

Date

Drawn by

Drawing #

Lami Grubb
A    R    C    H    I    T    E    C    T    S

Lami Grubb Architects, LP
100 East Swissvale Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15218
Phone: 412.243.3430   Fax: 412.371.1586

AR-4

THACKERY VIEW
08305

PITT BOOK CENTER RENOVATION

02/14/12

JBG



1. TEMPERED GLAZING SHALL CONFORM TO

CPSC 16 CFR 201 AS REQUIRED IN SECTION

2406 OF THE IBC.

2.  SAFETY GLAZING SHALL CARRY A FIRE

RATING AS RECOGNIZED BY THE IBC AND

CONFORM TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF

TEMPERED GLAZING.

ELEVATION NOTES

No. By Date Description

REVISIONS

University of Pittsburgh

9864

Job No.

LGA Job No.

X4530

NOT FOR
CONSTRUCTION

Lami Grubb
A    R    C    H    I    T    E    C    T    S

Lami Grubb Architects, LP
100 East Swissvale Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15218
Phone: 412.243.3430   Fax: 412.371.1586

FACILITIES MANAGEMENT

PROFESSIONAL STAMP

Issue Date

Project Name

Drawing Description

File Name Drawn By

Drawing Number Set Order
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DESIGN
DEVELOPMENT

02/14/12

PITT BOOK CENTER
RENOVATION

EXTERIOR ELEVATIONS

A2-0

JBG

8 38

SCALE:  1/8" = 1'-0"A2-0

1 NORTH WEST ELEVATION - FIFTH AVENUENORTH WEST ELEVATION - FIFTH AVENUENORTH WEST ELEVATION - FIFTH AVENUENORTH WEST ELEVATION - FIFTH AVENUE

SCALE:  1/8" = 1'-0"A2-0

4 SOUTH WEST ELEVATIONSOUTH WEST ELEVATIONSOUTH WEST ELEVATIONSOUTH WEST ELEVATION



FIRST FLOOR

0' - 0"

SECOND FLOOR

11' - 4"

3RD FLOOR

22' - 0"

ENTRY

-0' - 10"

F1 F1

NEW WINDOWS IN EXST.

INFILLED OPENINGS

EXST. METAL

GRILLE TO REMAIN

NEW BLADE SIGN &

BRACKET; TYP.

NEW STOREFRONT

WINDOW IN EXST.

INFILLED OPENING

NEW GRANITE BASE

& RAILING; N.I.C.
EXST. PLANTERS &

COLUMNS TO REMAIN; TYP.

EXST. MAINTENANCE

DOOR TO REMAIN

EXST. IRONWORK

TO REMAIN

EXTENT OF FACADE RENOVATION

27'-8 1/4"

O.A.

8'-5"

FIRST FLOOR

0' - 0"

SECOND FLOOR
11' - 4"

PARAPET
22' - 8"

3RD FLOOR
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ARQUITECTONICA 
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212.254.2700   Fax 212.533.9203   www.arquitectonica.com 
  
 
  
  

ARQUITECTONICA The Gardens - Ext. wall system Pittsburgh - The Gardens 1/1 
 

 
PROJECT:  THE GARDEN – MIXED USE DEVELOPMENT   
   Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania  
 
 
MATERIAL LIST: Exterior Wall Systems 
 
PURPOSE: Historic Review Commission 
 
PROJECT  DESCRIPTION 
 
The Gardens Mixed Use is a high-rise project located just east of Market Square in downtown 
Pittsburgh, PA.  The site is a collection of several contiguous mid-block parcels with its major 
frontage on Forbes Avenue and its secondary access on 4th Avenue with a total site area of 
approximately 38,000 square feet.  Some demolition of existing structures will be required. 
The program consists of the following: 
 

• Ground floor retail  
• Hilton Garden Inn  
• 320-space structured parking garage  
• 8-level office tower component  

 
Followings are the proposed exterior architectural façade elements by occupancy use. 
 

Architectural Façade Elements    

 RETAIL HOTEL OFFICE PARKING 
1. Glass storefront 

system 
Operable windows Curtainwall system Painted metal panels 

Paint color: TBD 
2. Painted metal panel 

system 
Paint colors: TBD 

Glass vision panels Glass shadowbox panels Painted horizontal 
architectural extrusion 
Paint colors: match 
metal panels 

3. Metal canopy Glass shadow box panels Glass vision panels  
4. Signage Painted insulated metal 

panels. 
Paint colors: TBD 

Painted insulated metal 
panels 
Paint colors: TBD 

 

5.  Painted vertical 
architectural extrusion 
Paint colors: match metal 
panels 

Painted vertical 
architectural extrusion 
Paint colors: match metal 
panels 

 

6.  Cable balustrade Glass revolving  doors  
7.  Horizontal PTAC grille 

/louver system 
Signage/raised letters  

8.  Glass storefront system   
9.  Glass revolving doors   

10.  Metal canopy   
11.  Signage/raised latters   
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mSToruc DISTRICT: 

Division of Development Administra tion and Review 

City of Pittsburgh Department of City Planning 

200 Ross Street, Third Floor 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 152 19 

H ISTORIC REVIEW COMNllSSION OF PITTSBURGH 
Application for a Certificate of Appropriateness 

OWNER APPLICANT 


Name: Nam : 

Address: Address: 

City, State Zip: () -..-..~ ?..A ..("0"\' City State, Zip: _____ _ -:---=_____ _ 

,"\,1.0 '7'/ Z- "7 / S" ~ t' (.,. '7 
Phone: ( )""(''''C.lclt Fax: ('---.1-)______ Phone: ( ) Fax.: (-..L)___ ____ 

~ ,­
E-MAIL: ,,"'" (r1.W ~ ~.ww. .~ E-MAIL: 

REQUIRED ATTACHMENTS: 0 Drawings IZl Photographs D Renderings 0 Site P lan D Other 

DET AILED DESCRJl>TION OF PROPOSED WORK: _----'~~~_ V'----------'bu~._\d.~~___\__--'

SIGNATURE _ --V\,;--- DATE ~\I" \\'1.­_r.-~---L----tfr~~--,A(. -'-------') Owner 

DATE ;\..... , Q;--~\---'-:;;@..-r~c=:----------'. Applicant 







Scope of Demolition for Building D 
Building D shall first be abated of all asbestos and any hazardous materials. Next all steel tanks shall be 
removed. This building is a five story structure all masonry materials will be processed into clean fill 
material and all scrap will be recycled. The structure basement shall be filled with clean fill to grade. All 
surrounding buildings shall be protected from and damage including building C. 

 Scope of Demolition for Building E 
Building E shall first be abated of all asbestos and any hazardous materials. Next all steel tanks shall be 
removed. This building is a five story structure all masonry materials will be processed into clean fill 
material and all scrap will be recycled. The structure basement shall be filled with clean fill to grade. All 
surrounding buildings shall be protected from and damage. 

 

Scope of Demolition for Boiler Building 
Boiler building shall first be abated of all asbestos and any hazardous materials. Next all three boilers 
shall be removed. This building is a three story structure all masonry materials will be processed into 
clean fill material and all scrap will be recycled.  All surrounding buildings shall be protected from and 
damage. 

 

 

 

 





Division of Development Administration and Review 

City of Pittsburgh, Department of City Planning 

200 Ross Street, Third Flo r 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15219 

H ISTORlC REVIEW C01v1MISSION OF PITTSBURGH 

Application for a Certificate of Appropriateness 


mSTORIC DISTRICT: 

OWNER APPLlCAi~T 

Name: C-.c,)\\'~ \)..,~,. Name: 

Addr ss: ~ou> ~~~ ii.~ Address: 

,~,\ City. State, Zip: 

Phone: ( ) Fax: ( 

E-MAIL: E-MAIL: 

REQUIRED ATTACHMENTS: D Drawings (gJ Photographs 0 Rendering 0 Site Plan 0 Other 


DET All..ED DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED WORK: _~-,,---_..._ =--+.--e- _ _ _ _ ____
~~_~ _ 

SI NATURE DATE ~\LIC'\\.'L-~-!\c...:::.-=+f):--\-\---=--~+~~~---------" Owner 

-~~\""""''''~.+''lr----------------'' Appl icant DATE "\l"'l'-"­















Scope of Demolition for Building D 
Building D shall first be abated of all asbestos and any hazardous materials. Next all steel tanks shall be 
removed. This building is a five story structure all masonry materials will be processed into clean fill 
material and all scrap will be recycled. The structure basement shall be filled with clean fill to grade. All 
surrounding buildings shall be protected from and damage including building C. 

 Scope of Demolition for Building E 
Building E shall first be abated of all asbestos and any hazardous materials. Next all steel tanks shall be 
removed. This building is a five story structure all masonry materials will be processed into clean fill 
material and all scrap will be recycled. The structure basement shall be filled with clean fill to grade. All 
surrounding buildings shall be protected from and damage. 

 

Scope of Demolition for Boiler Building 
Boiler building shall first be abated of all asbestos and any hazardous materials. Next all three boilers 
shall be removed. This building is a three story structure all masonry materials will be processed into 
clean fill material and all scrap will be recycled.  All surrounding buildings shall be protected from and 
damage. 

 

 

 

 



GARVIN 

E NGINEERING AND MUNICIPAL MANAGEMENT 


JSGARVIN@VERIZON.NET 

PHONE: 7 2 4-459-5467 


FAX: 877·556-80 2 7 


t 8 4 EA ST MARKET STREET 502 FIFTH AVENUE, S U ITE 4 1 0 
BLAIRSVILLE, PA 157 t 7 M CKEESPORT, PA15132 

larch 2, 21112 

J< ck Cargn ru 
LLIER 0 ~VE] ,OPMENT ' 0. 

5020 Thorn, Run Road 
Bridgeville, P.(\ 15017 

RE: PRELIMINARY ENGINEERING OPINION 
~ Il lER DEVEL OPMENT OLD BREWERY PR P .... RTI' 

n I, bruary 3, 2012 a preliminary building valuation was performed by Garvin Engineering and t\'funicipa! 
l'vfana :rem om at the relf section o f the brewery complex. T il intended goal of th is evalua tion was to evaluate 
the integri ty of the c-xisting sro ck tank buililin t . In past correspondenc ° with the I- Iiswric Review 
Commiss i n, thi$ building has been r ferred to as Building "E". 

In reviewing the limited fucs recov<:red for this building and the b rewCty in gcncm~ two key documcnt.~ arose 
an d bring ligh t t th ' preliminary plans for the future o f this building. In a letter dated foebruary 25, 2011 by 
Mr . Jeffr y D . OLnOI1CI1, PE ( hin) , lr. inonen dis ussed plans to extrac t. rh xisling steel sto k lanks 
fH l ll1 this buildin , Jr was idenulieu th at lh 's . ' W k tank:; ere installed in or aI und 1951. I Ie also discllssed 
the demoli tion o f these tanks and posed two optio ns for their removal. His first op tion was to remm'e 
purtions of the xisting ma~on . wa ll and ex tract the tan ks. Jl is second option was to rerno e the tallks (via 
int mal d l'mo1irion), this plan is bo h non -C(Jst effectiv anJ unrealistic.. 

In a follo\ up lett r da ted pol 14, 20 11, by Ms. Maken7ie Diehl of the Historic Preservation ffice, Ms. 
D iehl iclcntifi 'J sc\"cral kc)' poin '. She asked thaL an engin eer review and c mmen t on the following points. 

1. Tbe condition of the exterior mas nry walls 

') J\ nalysis o f wa ter damage LO the masonry walls and roof 

3. 	 1'h ' uncljtinn of Ihe:; t .! lin tel anu iot rior sted superstructure 

Per my sit observations on February 3, 2012 and severnl brief follow-up \'isits, ] am pleased to o ffer b) 
pro fessional opinion on the Historic Preservation f£ice's conccm s. 

1. 	 •\ s seen in PholOgraph:; .r\ and B or this rep rt, the exterior masonry wall: have been sign ifica lluy 
damaged dUCl og a past demoli tion pn')ject at the brewery. Till. dcmoliu )fl \ ork was .lmpk ted prior 
LO Collier evcl opmenr taking nwncrc; hip of the prnp cty . D amage was done to ror t:ion~ nf rhe load 
b 'aring e.- terior wall as seen in Phot raphs J\ and 13. D ue t the ex ten t o f the damage o bsCly cd and 
the effort needed t ~ucc ssfuUy remo,c th ° existillg sto k tanks (all 102 of them). il is my opinion 
tha it would be a nearl), impossible task to remove the stocks tanks withou t further clamagin~ Lhe 

mailto:JSGARVIN@VERIZON.NET
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Page 2 

I-.farch 2, 2012 

n tcrior ma~onry wall, and ammg ; "ignifi an t and I nss il l ' cataSlwphi fail ure ()f the n tni r 
masonry valls. 

Sign ifican t wa ter damage was o bserved throughout th e building. As seen in Photographs C, D, and 
L , sign iflcant damage ha~ occurred due to water infiltratio n 'l Oll the lack o t p roper main tenance as 
wcll as past demolition activiti es. P hotograp h C, which \Va~ taken in the basemcn t, !early shows 
s tanding water in the basement of the building. 11lis water has created a very corrosive enviro nment 
in the basem ellt. clearly affec ting the egis ting masonry waUs ::l nci steel superstructure as secn in the 

o lhpse o bS L'ry cd in Photograph E. \\'ate r damage caused by tbe roof was less apparent; h we\' r, 
inadequaLe rooGng system has caused significan t croston and deterioration of the exi ting masonry 
on th northern slde o f Buildi ng "E" . Thi ~ is d cumented In Photogmph 1". It 1S m y profes~ iQn al 

opiniu ll that the waler damage has caused serious d;unagt~ tu lhe in teriu r ;tnJ eXl riu r u f tlu::; LlUilJin 7 . 

the necessa ry rerair~ would be c. Lrem ely expensive and would make [he intemal demo li tio n andlor 
extraction o f th existtng tanks very problematic. 

3. 	 The co nditio n of the existing steel sup erstructure is in fair to poor condi tion. ,\$ prcvious! T sta ted 
pas t dem olition activi ties. w:lte[ damage. and lack )f main t nan ce (including lack of an opera ting 
HVA.C system) have caused serious hardships for Bu ilding "1::: '. N um erous structunti fai lures \ ere 
o bserved throughout the building. Photographs G and H document examples of cracking obsern:d 
in the x tn ior walls o f the building. It is believed that several cracks arc newer a~ cracks in patches 
and repairs wen." o b!-ocrvt:d. Pho lugnlph dearly Jocumt:nl~ ,I crack in II previou:.ly rcraireJ arc,i o f 
the exis ting wall. j\ stgnificant amount of th e ex.i~ ting steel supers tructure is encased in brick and 
c( nacte; howcver due t the poor environment \\l1 thll1 th bwlding the xls ttng pr tectiv sy~lem, 

are failing, as seen in Photograph H, P hotograph I do umcn lS w e damage to the interior (no n-load 
bea ring waHs). T his damage most likely occurred during the scrapping of aluable metals du ring the 
closure o f Ihe b rewery. Pho tograph r "how rlw , ize and p roximit: of the cxi:: ting Rlock tanks. I t i, my 
pro fe sional opin ion that due to the pa5 t demolition activities, wale!" damage, an e! lack of 
m ain tenance that the existing superstrucrure could not withstand the extraction or the existing st·ock 
tanks. 

C ve rall it is my p rofessional opinion based upon my review )f lhc s ite that this structure poses a signifi -an t 
public health hazard and should be razed immediately. Based upon he do -umcmed clamage to the building 
and kno\.ving the \vork necessary to ex tract the exis ting stock tanks ~ it is In y opinio n that nt7ing Building ' r~ " 

is the onlr s lu tion to pnserve the integrity o f the o ther building on the brewery site . 

If you should ha e any ques ti ns or concerns in rela tion to the con tent of this letter. please do not hesitate to 
co ntact m e at 724- 459-5-1-67. 

http:previou:.ly
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Photo A: Significant damage to the exterior concrete and brick was observed. This photograph was 
taken ofthe southem face ofBuilding "E'~ 



fro Jack Cargnoni 

PRELIMINARY ENGINEERING OPINION 
LLIER DE · EL P1tIENT OLD BREWERY PROPERlY 

Page 4 

Mar h 2, 2012 

Photo B: Significant damag e to the exterior concrete and brick was observed. This photograph was 
taken of the southem face of Building "E". 



lr.Jack Cargnoni 

PER 

I: age 5 

March 2, 2012 

Photo C: Significant water infiltration was observed. D ue the lack ofp roper maintenan ce over the 
past several y ar~J the damp environment ha.'i caused significant corrosion and deterioration in the 
basement's concrete and ste I s tructures. This photograph ",as tall, n in the basem ent Door of 
Building {(E". 
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Photo D: Due the lack ofproper maintenance over the past several years, the damp environment has 
caused significant corrosioll and deterioration in the basemen t's concrete and steel s tructures. This 
photograph was taken in the basement floor ofBUIlding "E". 
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Photo E: Significant deterioration and failure ofconcrete and brick was observed. In this case the 
portions ofthe basement wall and ceiling collapsed. Thi p hotograp h was tak en in the basement o f 
Building ''En. 
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Photo F: Significant deterioration and erosion ofthe existing exterior was observed. In this case the 
exterior face ofthe northem side o f BUIlding "E" has succum bed to water damage due to p oor 
roofing systems. 
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Larch 2, 201 2 


Photo G: Significant cracking to the load beanng walls was observed. This is an example ofa crack 
seen In a previous~V repaired area. This photograph was taken on the fourth floor of Building ((E". 



;\Jr, Jack ~argnont 

PRELIMINARY EN GINEE RING OPIN ION 

OLLIER D r:. ,', PMENT OLD BREWERY PROP 'RT Y 


Page 10 


i\farch 2, 201 2 


Photo H· Significant deterioration to the existing s t el superstructure 's protective covering \Vas 
observed, which h as aus d the dctcn 'oration o f the exjsting steel beams. This photograph was t1lk. n 
on the s cond Door of BUIlding "E", 
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larch 2, 20 12 


Photo I: Significant damag e to the interior walls was observed. This damage occurred prior to 
Collier Development taking ownership ofthe property. This photograph was tak en 011 the third floor 
ofBuilding uE". 
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HISTORIC DISTRICT: 
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Division of Development Administration and Review 

City of Pittsburgh, Department of City Planning 
200 Ross Street, Third , loor 

Pi tt burgh, Pennsylvania 15219 

HISTORIC REVIEW COMNIISSION OF PITTSBURGH 
Application for a Certificate of Appropriateness 

- !af( U.se -

DClle Receil'ed: 

Ldl arid Bloc.'k M: 

OWNER APPLICANT 

Name: L.o\\'v \)~\o~""'''''''''' Name: 

Address : ~ 1.00 ~~ i.1) Addre 

City, State, Zip: O~ ?.. "~O"l City, State, Zip: _________ _ _ _ _ 

~,).. 
Phone: ( ) 'I'f":Cc141'\ Fax: (-J-)______ Phone: ( ) Fax: (-J-)_ _ _ ____ 

~ ,... eE-MAIL: \ ,,,,,, ~~ bt'T ~.('~ E-MAIL: "\\""", ~ e.\o\cn' .-......~ · c...o.w.. 

REQUIRED ATTACHMENTS: 0 Drawings [:gJ Photographs 0 Renderings 0 Site Plan 0 Other 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED WORK: ~A'Z. to ~.......... ~t.... 

----l.~--\----=---=---"--------' Owner 

-----\o:- -\---"=,.ot-\'-----

DATE ~t£('t ,"I.­

DATE ~\,,~ \ l'l.-­

SIGNATURE 

---- --' App Iicant 









Scope of Demolition for Building D 
Building D shall first be abated of all asbestos and any hazardous materials. Next all steel tanks shall be 
removed. This building is a five story structure all masonry materials will be processed into clean fill 
material and all scrap will be recycled. The structure basement shall be filled with clean fill to grade. All 
surrounding buildings shall be protected from and damage including building C. 

 Scope of Demolition for Building E 
Building E shall first be abated of all asbestos and any hazardous materials. Next all steel tanks shall be 
removed. This building is a five story structure all masonry materials will be processed into clean fill 
material and all scrap will be recycled. The structure basement shall be filled with clean fill to grade. All 
surrounding buildings shall be protected from and damage. 

 

Scope of Demolition for Boiler Building 
Boiler building shall first be abated of all asbestos and any hazardous materials. Next all three boilers 
shall be removed. This building is a three story structure all masonry materials will be processed into 
clean fill material and all scrap will be recycled.  All surrounding buildings shall be protected from and 
damage. 
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