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Historic Review Commission of Pittsburgh  
200 Ross Street, First Floor Hearing Room 

October 1, 2014 
 

AGENDA 
 

(Vacant), Chairman 
Ernie Hogan, Acting Chairman 
Ray Gastil, Director of Planning 

Maura Kennedy, Secretary, Chief BBI 
Linda McClellan 

Joe Serrao 
(Vacant) 

 12:30 PM CALL TO ORDER 

 12:30 PM INTERNAL BUSINESS 

  Old Business 

  New Business 

• Approval of the minutes from the September 2014 hearing 

• Certificates of Appropriateness Report – September 

• Applications for a Certificate of Economic Hardship – None 

 
 1:00 PM HEARING & ACTION

 
1. Individual Landmark—Schenley 
  High School 

4101 Bigelow Boulevard 
PMC/Schenley HSB Associates LP, owner 
Sean Beasley, applicant 
Rooftop addition and façade renovations 

 
2. Allegheny Commons Historic District 

E. North Avenue & Cedar Avenue 
City of Pittsburgh, owner 
Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy, applicant 
Phase III of park renovations including 
fountain and promenade 

 
3. Allegheny West Historic District 

851 Beech Avenue 
Eugene Wilson & Catherine Serventi, owners 
and applicants 
Replacement of fencing 

 
4. Allegheny West Historic District 

917-925 Beech Avenue 
KAG Limited II, owner and applicant 
Replacement of rear windows, rear 
parking lot 

 
5. Allegheny West Historic District 

827 N. Lincoln Avenue 
Ivor Hill, owner and applicant 
Façade renovations including front 
porch and railing 

 
6. Deutschtown Historic District 

1010 Cedar Avenue 
Paul & Brent Bissell, Justin Mistovich, owners 
Anthony Poli, applicant 
Installation of screened HVAC units at 
grade 

 
7. Deutschtown Historic District 

607 Middle Street 
Northside Worldwide, Inc., owner 
Jim Hoy, applicant 
Construction of rear addition 

 
8. East Carson Street Historic District 

1302 East Carson Street 
Sayer Real Estate, owner and applicant 
Installation of HVAC on side of building 
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9. East Carson Street Historic District 

1731 East Carson Street 
Tres Rios, LLC, owner 
TDA Hospitality, applicant 
Exterior alterations 

 
 
 
 
 DEMOLITIONS 

 
1. Manchester Historic District 

1122 Warlo Street 
Urban Redevelopment Authority, owner and 
applicant 
Demolition to grade 
 

2. Manchester Historic District 
1124 Warlo Street 
Urban Redevelopment Authority, owner and 
applicant 
Demolition to grade 
 

3. Manchester Historic District 
1126 Warlo Street 
Urban Redevelopment Authority, owner and 
applicant 
Demolition to grade 
 

4. Manchester Historic District 
1316 Lake Street 
Urban Redevelopment Authority, owner and 
applicant 
Demolition to grade 
 

5. Manchester Historic District 
1318 Lake Street 
Urban Redevelopment Authority, owner and 
applicant 
Demolition to grade 

 
 

 DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 ADJOURNMENT  
 
 

The John Robin Civic Building, located at 200 Ross St. 
downtown, is wheelchair accessible.  This meeting is open 

to all members of the public.  INTERPRETERS FOR THE 
HEARING IMPAIRED WILL BE PROVIDED WITH FOUR DAYS 

NOTIFICATION BY CONTACTING RICHARD MERITZER AT 412-
255-2102. 

Please contact Sarah Quinn with questions and 
comments: 412-255-2243 

sarah.quinn@pittsburghpa.gov 
 

 

10. Manchester Historic District 
 1322 Liverpool Street 

Michael & Michele Robb, owners & 
applicants 
Window replacement, porch repairs, 
and construction of garage 

 
 
 
 
 
 

6. Manchester Historic District 
1424 Rush Street 
Urban Redevelopment Authority, owner and 
applicant 
Demolition to grade 
 

7. Manchester Historic District 
1426 Rush Street 
Urban Redevelopment Authority, owner and 
applicant 
Demolition to grade 
 

8. Manchester Historic District 
1428 Rush Street 
Urban Redevelopment Authority, owner and 
applicant 
Demolition to grade 
 

9. Manchester Historic District 
1430 Rush Street 
Urban Redevelopment Authority, owner and 
applicant 
Demolition to grade 
 

10. Mexican War Streets Historic District 
1230 Buena Vista Street 
Ruth Parson, owner 
Bureau of Building Inspection, applicant 
Demolition to grade 
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ALLEGHENY COMMONS PHASE III: NORTHEAST FOUNTAIN AND PROMENADE 

 
Over the past decade, since completion of the Master Plan for Allegheny Commons (2002, 
Pressley Associates), restoration work has been undertaken in two phases along Cedar 
Avenue.  After successful renovation of the park’s East Common, a full evaluation was 
performed which included consulting park users, park maintenance crews and the 
professionals involved in construction about the success of each feature.  Improvements to 
the design based on this evaluation were incorporated into the next phase of work, the 
Northeast Common.   Substantial community dialog also has occurred during the design 
process for the next, third phase of work, and is reflected in the plans. 
 
The third phase encompasses permanent improvements to approximately 7.50 acres of 
Allegheny Commons, beginning at the termination of the previous construction phase of the 
Northeast Common.  The improvements will continue along Cedar Avenue, and then 
proceed along North Avenue to Arch Street. It includes restoration of the historic 
ornamental fountain (now a planting bed) at the corner of Cedar and North Avenues. The 
scope also includes restoration of the paths and turf, replanting missing trees along the 
central promenade, installation of perimeter railing, and pedestrian amenities. 

Historic Description 

The Northeast Fountain is original to the park's design (1869) and was the first of four large, 
ornamental fountains to be built in the park, none of which survive today. An annual report 
of the City of Allegheny's Park Commission described the fountain as a 50 foot circular stone 
basin, with a one‐foot‐wide rim of heavy cut stone. The centerpiece was a large Grecian 
vase, six feet in diameter and six feet high, with a principal jet at center and 16 smaller jets 
encircling the basin.   
 

 
              
         Historic photograph of Northeast Fountain and Promenade, ca. 1908. 
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Project Design 

The project design closely follows the 1935 drawings of the park, as built under the director 
of City Parks Director Ralph Griswold.   
 

The fountain’s central vase feature will be reproduced as faithfully as possible, based on 
historic photographs. To reduce access by skateboarders, the narrow walkway around the 
perimeter of the fountain has been eliminated by moving the planting beds to the fountain’s 
edge, although pedestrians will still enjoy four points of access to the fountain’s edge.   
 
The historic railing will be reinstated at all entrances and corners of the park, but will not be 
continuous as a park enclosure in response to the community’s preference. City standards 
for historic parks will be used for signs, benches, bike racks, waste receptacles, and drinking 
fountain. Bituminous paving will be used for the walkways, edged by compacted limestone 
paving to preserve trees and provide a surface for the installation of site furnishings. 
 
Sustainable design elements include: LED pedestrian lighting; a filtration and recirculation 
system for the fountain; and re‐grading to improve stormwater infiltration.  
 

 
 

    Artist’s rendering of restored Northeast Fountain and Promenade. 

Project Management 

Design and construction drawings are being produced by the North Side landscape 
architecture firm Pashek Associates; fountain engineering is provided by Hydro Dramatics, a 
St. Louis firm. The Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy is providing project management on behalf 
of the City of Pittsburgh and the North Side Leadership Conference.  The conceptual design 
for Phase III was approved by the City of Pittsburgh Art Commission on December 9, 2009.  
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Community Impact 

The Northeast Common is highly used and highly visible.  More than 7,000 people live within 
walking distance. It is quite literally the front yard for Allegheny General Hospital, Allegheny 
Center Alliance Church, and Martin Luther King School. 

Two business districts connect to the Common, including East Ohio Street and Federal 
Street.  Visitors to the Children’s Museum, Aviary, and other cultural institutions as well as 
Steelers and Pirates fans often pass through Allegheny Commons.  It is the site of a weekly 
Farmers Market.  This project will positively impact all of these constituents by providing a 
visually coherent historic landscape that invites social and recreational use. 

Community Support 

The Steering Committee that guides this project and the overall implementation of the 
Master Plan is very tied to the communities served by the park.  Two representatives from 
each of four neighborhood organizations serve on the Steering Committee.  The Design 
Subcommittee was comprised of neighborhood representatives and delegates from 
Allegheny General Hospital and Allegheny Center Alliance Church.  Presentations on this 
project have been made to the community organizations surrounding the park.  Their letters 
of support are attached. 

Project Duration and Cost 

The project may be constructed in phases, based on available funding. The first phase work 
is anticipated to begin in the spring of 2015, with completion by the fall. The total 
construction budget is estimated to be $2,325,000. 

Maintenance  

The park is, and will continue to be, maintained by the City’s Department of Public Works. 
The DPW’s work is supplemented by a professional arborist that is contracted by the 
Northside Leadership Conference to perform tree pruning. Throughout the year, Tree 
Tenders and other volunteers mulch trees, and the Student Conservation Association 
provides a summer work crew to assist with park maintenance. The Pittsburgh Parks 
Conservancy will establish a maintenance fund to supplement the City’s resources. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9/9/14 







 
 

Allegheny West Civic Council 
806 Western Avenue  *  Pittsburgh, PA  15233  *  (412) 322-8844 

 

August 5, 2014 

Historic Review Commission 
Division of Development Administration and Review 
City of Pittsburgh Department of City Planning 
200 Ross Street, Fourth Floor 
Pittsburgh, PA 15219 

Re:  Letter of Support – Allegheny Commons Fountain Restoration 

Dear Commissioners: 

Allegheny West, like all Northside neighborhoods, treasures its local green spaces.  The Allegheny 
Commons, in particular, provides a space for our community to enjoy the outdoors and connect 
with the other neighborhoods that surround the park. 

As President of the Allegheny West Civic Council, I am proud to say that our members and 
neighbors have a history of supporting the Allegheny Commons Initiative and their projects to 
restore Allegheny Commons Park.  We are committed to ongoing care of the park and excited to 
have the support of the Allegheny Commons Initiative, the Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy, and the 
Northside Leadership Conference in that effort. 

Our community group has worked closely with the Allegheny Commons Initiative in their efforts to 
restore the park.  Our support for the park renovation remains strong, including the design plans 
for the Northeast Fountain and North Commons Restoration.  At our June meeting, the members of 
the Allegheny West Civic Council formally voted to support this project. 

Please feel free to contact me at (412) 515-0987 or e-mail me at president@alleghenywest.org with 
any questions you may have. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Robert D. Griewahn 
President 
Allegheny West Civic Council, Inc. 

mailto:president@alleghenywest.org
RDGriewahnJr
RDGc
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EXISTING CONDITIONS 
 

 
Promenade                                  Site of proposed fountain                    
 

       
 Entrance sign and railing            Waste receptacle                             Path lighting 
 

      
 Historic bench standard                     Path paving 
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Front Elevation- Proposed
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1st Level
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