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CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of October 7, 2014 
Beginning at 2:10 p.m. 

 
 
PRESENT OF THE COMMISSION:   Chairwoman Christine Mondor, Valaw,  

Askey, Spruill, Burton-Faulk, Blackwell 
 

PRESENT OF THE STAFF:  Gastil, Layman, Hanna, Rakus, O’Neill, Ray 
 
 

 
AGENDA ITEMS COVERED IN THESE MINUTES 

Item Page No. 
1. Hearing and Action:  Revised FLDP/PLDP #14-89, Washington’s 
Landing Marina, parking lot 
2.  Revised FLDP/PLDP #14-92, 309 Station Square Drive, exterior 
renovations 

2 
 

3 

3.  Historic Nomination:  Immanuel Church, 1000 Madison Avenue 
4.  PDP #14-91, 1000 Penn Avenue, Liberty Center, exterior renovations 

4 

5.  Southside Works Plan of Lots No. 29 (Tunnel Blvd/S. 26th/Sidney), 
16th Ward 
6.  URA Lower Hill Redevelopment Subdivision/Consolidation (Centre 
and Bedford), 2nd and 3rd Wards 
7.  1719-1721 E. Carson Consolidation Plan (E. Carson Street), 17th 
Ward  
8.  42nd Street Plan O’Toole (42nd Street), 9th Ward 
9.  Pearl Corner Consolidation Plan (Pearl Street), 8th Ward 
10.  Three Crossings Plan of Lots No. 1 (Smallman Street and 25th 
Street), 2nd Ward 
        Three Crossings Plan of Lots No. 2 (Smallman Street and 26th 
Street), 2nd Ward  

5 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Ms. Mondor chaired today’s meeting and called the meeting to order.  In the absence of 
Mr. Gitnik, Ms. Valaw was appointed the Acting Secretary. 
 
A. ACTION ON THE MINUTES  
 

On a motion duly moved by Ms. Valaw and seconded by Ms. Blackwell the 
minutes from the June 10, 2014 meeting were approved.     

 
B. CORRESPONDENCE (See Attachment A for staff reports.) 
 

Ms. Mondor stated that the Commission was in receipt of correspondence from 
the City Clerks’ Office, Council Bill 2014-0708, Ordinance amending the 
Pittsburgh Code, Title Nine, Zoning Code, Article IV, Planning Districts, Chapter 
909.01, SP, Specifically Planning District, is hereby amended by making various 
changes in Sections 909.01.B and 909.01.D.1.  Changes are not retroactive, as 
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they do not apply to currently designated SP Districts at the time of the bill’s 
passage.   

 
 
 
 
C. DEVELOPMENT REVIEWS  (See Attachment B for staff reports.) 
 
1. Hearing and Action:  Revised FLDP/PLDP #14-89, Washington Landing Marina, 

100 Waterfront Drive, parking lot  
      

 
Ms. Rakus made a presentation in accord with the attached staff report and 
illustrations included in Attachment.  Ms. Rakus recommended approval of the 
proposal. 
 
James Gregory owner and president of Washington Landing Marina stated that 
the Marina has two boat storages as part of the original plan. As the years went 
on it was evident that parking was needed.  Once financing was in place he had 
the parking designed and installed the lot and then he learned that a second boat 
building should be put there and he does not believe there should be one. 
 
The Chairwoman called for comments from the Public, there being none the 
Chairwoman called for questions and comments from the Commission. 
 
There being no questions or comments from the Commission, the Chairwoman 
called for the motion.  
 
MOTION:  That the Planning Commission of the City of Pittsburgh approves the 
revised Preliminary Land Development Plan and Final Land Development Plan 
based on application #14-89, for construction of a permanent surface parking 
area for 63 vehicle spaces and for additional boat storage accessory to an 
existing marina at 100 Waterfront Drive; in accordance with the application and 
drawings submitted by David Gregory, proposed owner and the Urban 
Redevelopment Authority, property owner, subject to the following condition: 
 

1.  That final site plan and landscape plans, as well as any plans for boat 
storage on or adjacent to the site, be submitted for review and approval by 
the Zoning Administrator prior to approval of an application for a building 
permit and/or certificate of occupancy. 

 
 
MOVED BY Ms. Valaw;                    SECONDED BY Ms. Burton-Falk. 
 
IN FAVOR:  Mondor, Valaw, Askey, Spruill, Burton-Faulk, Blackwell 
 
 
OPPOSED:  None      CARRIED 
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2. Hearing & Action:  Revised FLDP/PLDP #14-92, 309 Station Square Drive, 

exterior renovations, SP-4 
    

Ms. Rakus made a presentation in accord with the attached staff report and 
illustrations included in Attachment.  Ms. Rakus recommended approval of the 
proposal. 
 
Frank Dawson and Sean Gibson (great-grandson of Josh Gibson) made a brief 
presentation regarding the project. 
 
There being no questions or comments from the Public or the Commission, the 
Chairwoman called for the motion. 
 
MOTION:  That the Planning Commission of the City of Pittsburgh approves 
Revised Preliminary Land Development Plan and Final Land Development Plan 
based on application No. 14-92, for construction of the Josh Gibson Heritage 
Park and related site improvements located on the northerly side of the Station 
Square Parking Garage and along a portion of West Station Square Drive, in 
accordance with the application and drawings submitted by Frank Dawson and 
the Josh Gibson Memorial Park Foundation, agent on behalf of Forest City 
Station Square Associates, LP, property owner; subject to the following 
conditions: 
 

1.  That all final drawings including a site plan and landscape plan must 
be submitted to the Zoning Administrator for review and approval, prior to 
approval of an application for a building permit; 

 
2.  That a complete signage package for the new Josh Gibson Heritage 
Park be submitted to City Planning staff for review and approval, prior to 
approval of an application for a certification of occupancy for the Park.  

 
MOVED BY Ms. Blackwell ;                SECONDED BY Ms. Askey 
 
 
IN FAVOR: Mondor, Valaw, Askey, Spruill, Burton-Faulk, Blackwell 

 
OPPOSED:  None      CARRIED 
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3. Hearing & Action:  Historic Nomination:  Immanuel Church, 1000 Madison 
Avenue  

 
Ms. Sarah Quinn Preservation Planner, City of Pittsburgh made a presentation in 
accord with the attached staff report and illustrations included in Attachment.  Ms. 
Quinn recommended approval of the proposal. 
 
The Chairwoman called for comments from the Public, there being none, the 
Chairwoman called for questions from the Commission. 
 

 
Ms. Mondor - What is the distinction of designating a site versus a building? Ms. 
Quinn - It relates to the number of parcels and how you create the designation. 
 
There being no more questions or comments from the Commission, the 
Chairwoman called for the motion. 
 
MOTION:  That the Planning Commission of the City of Pittsburgh recommends 
a positive recommendation to City Council for historic designation of the 
Immanuel Church. 
 
 
MOVED BY Ms. Valaw;                SECONDED BY Ms. Burton-Faulk 
 
IN FAVOR: Mondor, Valaw, Askey, Spruill, Burton-Faulk, Blackwell 

 
OPPOSED:  None      CARRIED 
 
Mr. Brown joined the meeting at 2:43 p.m. 
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4. Hearing & Action:  Project Development Plan #14-91, 1000 Penn Avenue, Liberty 
Center, exterior renovations, GT-B 

 
Mr. Layman made a presentation in accord with the attached staff report and 
illustrations included in Attachment.  Mr. Layman recommended approval of the 
proposal. 
 
Allison Wilkinson of Gensler, Architect of Record for this project made 
presentation for the exterior renovation. 
 
The Chairwoman called for comments from the Public, there being none, the 
Chairwoman called for questions from the Commission.  

 
Ms. Mondor - The block is extremely internal.  The entrance is not on the street I 
think this stretch Liberty and Penn does not meet the same type of quality.  While 
I recognize the difficulty with the ADA I would highly recommend that the owner 
address the street somehow with some sort of visibility.  This has the potential of 
being much less active. 
 
Ms. Spruill wanted to know what restaurant is coming to the building.  Ms. 
Wilkson said that this has not been made public at this time.  It is currently the 
Fish Market.  Ms. Spruill said that there are other ways to get into the building 
that are legal and adequate.  From a disability standpoint it is fine. 
 
Ms. Wilkinson said the large planters around the site are an issue and they have 
asked the owner to look at remodeling the planters. 
 
Ms. Mondor wanted to know what type of glazing will be used.  Ms. Wilkinson 
said they plan to match existing glazing and add new lighting as ways to attract 
patrons to come to the restaurant. 
  
There being no more questions or comments from the Commission, the 
Chairwoman called for the motion. 
 
MOTION:  That the Planning Commission of the City of Pittsburgh approves 
Project Development Plan #14-91 for exterior renovation of the existing structure 
located at 1000 Penn Avenue based on the application and drawings filed by 
Gensler on behalf of IX Liberty Center Owner, LP. 
 

 
 
MOVED BY Ms. Askey;               SECONDED BY Ms. Valaw 
 
IN FAVOR: Mondor, Valaw, Brown, Askey, Spruill, Burton-Faulk, 

Blackwell 
 

OPPOSED:  None      CARRIED 
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D. PLAN OF LOTS (See Attachment C.) 
 
5. Southside Works Plan of Lots No. 29 (Tunnel Blvd./S. 26th/Sidney), 16th Ward   

 
Ms. O’Neill made a presentation in accord with the attached staff report. Director 
Gastil stated that the subdivision committee had met and recommends approval 
of the plan.  The Chairwoman called for a motion. 
 
MOTION: That the South Side Works Plan of Lots No. 29, 16th Ward, City of 
Pittsburgh, County of Allegheny, prepared for the Urban Redevelopment 
Authority of Pittsburgh by Civil & Environmental Consultants, Inc. dated July 17 
2014 and received by the Planning Commission October 7, 2014 be approved 
and the signatures of the proper officers of the Planning Commission be affixed 
thereto.  (No improvements or monuments needed.) 
 

 
MOVED BY Ms. Valaw;                  SECONDED BY Ms. Burton-Faulk. 
 
 
IN FAVOR: Mondor, Valaw, Brown, Askey, Blackwell, Spruill, Burton-

Faulk 
 
OPPOSED:  None      CARRIED 
 
 

6. URA Lower Hill Redevelopment Subdivision/Consolidation (Centre & Bedford), 2 
& 3 Wards   

 
Ms. O’Neill made a presentation in accord with the attached staff report. Director 
Gastil stated that the subdivision committee had met and recommends approval 
of the plan.  The Chairwoman called for a motion. 
 
MOTION: That the URA Lower Hill Redevelopment Consolidation and 
Subdivision Plan, 2nd and 3rd Wards, City of Pittsburgh, County of Allegheny, 
prepared for the Urban Redevelopment Authority of Pittsburgh and the Sports & 
Exhibition Authority of Pittsburgh and Allegheny County by KAG Engineering, 
dated September 5, 2014 and received by the Planning Commission for 
preliminary review on September 23, 2014 and final review on October 7, 2014 
be approved and the signatures of the proper officers of the Planning 
Commission be affixed thereto.  

 
MOVED BY Ms. Valaw;               SECONDED BY Ms. Burton-Faulk. 
 
 
IN FAVOR: Mondor, Valaw, Brown, Askey, Blackwell, Spruill, Burton-

Faulk 
 
OPPOSED:  None      CARRIED 
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7. 1719-1721E. Carson Consolidation Plan (E. Carson Street), 17th Ward  
 

Ms. O’Neill made a presentation in accord with the attached staff report. Director 
Gastil stated that the subdivision committee had met and recommends approval 
of the plan.  The Chairwoman called for a motion. 
 
MOTION: That the East Carson Consolidation Plan, 17th Ward, City of 
Pittsburgh, County of Allegheny, prepared for Gregg Carson LLC by Byron D. 
Howell, dated May 22, 2014 and received by the Planning Commission October 
7, 2014 be approved and the signatures of the proper officers of the Planning 
Commission be affixed thereto.  (No improvements or monuments needed.) 

 
 

MOVED BY Ms. Valaw;                   SECONDED BY Ms. Burton-Faulk. 
 
 
IN FAVOR: Mondor, Valaw, Brown, Askey, Blackwell, Spruill, Burton-

Faulk 
 
OPPOSED:  None      CARRIED 

 
 
8. 42nd Street Plan O’Toole (42nd Street), 9th Ward  
 
 

Ms. O’Neill made a presentation in accord with the attached staff report. Director 
Gastil stated that the subdivision committee had met and recommends approval 
of the plan.  The Chairwoman called for a motion. 
 
MOTION: That the 42nd Street O’Toole Plan of Lots, 9th Ward, City of 
Pittsburgh, County of Allegheny, prepared for Michael O’Toole by All-Points 
Surveying Company, dated June 5, 2014 and received by the Planning 
Commission October 7, 2014 be approved and the signatures of the proper 
officers of the Planning Commission be affixed thereto.  (No improvements or 
monuments needed.) 
 

 
MOVED BY Ms. Valaw;                SECONDED BY Ms. Burton-Faulk. 
 
 
IN FAVOR: Mondor, Valaw, Brown, Askey, Blackwell, Spruill, Burton-

Faulk 
 
OPPOSED:  None      CARRIED 
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9. Pearl Corner Consolidation Plan (Pearl Street), 8th Ward  
 
 

Ms. O’Neill made a presentation in accord with the attached staff report. Director 
Gastil stated that the subdivision committee had met and recommends approval 
of the plan.  The Chairwoman called for a motion. 
 
MOTION: That the Pearl Corner Consolidation Plan, 8th Ward, City of 
Pittsburgh, County of Allegheny, prepared for Christian Manders and Cindy 
Chung, dated May 7, 2014 and received by the Planning Commission October 7, 
2014 be approved and the signatures of the proper officers of the Planning 
Commission be affixed thereto.  (No improvements or monuments needed.) 
 

 
MOVED BY Ms. Valaw;                      SECONDED BY Ms. Burton-Faulk. 
 
 
IN FAVOR: Mondor, Valaw, Brown, Askey, Blackwell, Spruill, Burton-

Faulk 
 
OPPOSED:  None      CARRIED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



October 7, 2014  9 

Planning Commission Minutes 

Ms. Mondor recused herself from this vote. 
 
10. Three Crossings Plan of Lots No. 1 (Smallman Street and 25th Street), 2nd Ward   
 
 

Ms. O’Neill made a presentation in accord with the attached staff report. Director 
Gastil stated that the subdivision committee had met and recommends approval 
of the plan.  The Chairwoman called for a motion. 
 
MOTION: That the Three Crossings Plan of Lots No. 1, 2nd Ward, City of 
Pittsburgh, County of Allegheny, prepared for Terminal Leasing, Inc. by Langan, 
dated July 15, 2014 and received by the Planning Commission for preliminary 
review on September 23, 2014 and final review on October 7, 2014 be approved 
and the signatures of the proper officers of the Planning Commission be affixed 
thereto. 
 

 
MOVED BY Ms. Burton-Faulk;              SECONDED BY Ms. Askey. 
 
IN FAVOR: Valaw, Brown, Askey, Spruill, Burton-Faulk, Blackwell 
 
RECUSED:  Mondor  
 
OPPOSED:  None      CARRIED 

 
 

Three Crossings Plan of Lots No. 2 (Smallman Street and 26th Street), 2nd Ward   
 
 

Ms. O’Neill made a presentation in accord with the attached staff report. Director 
Gastil stated that the subdivision committee had met and recommends approval 
of the plan.  The Chairwoman called for a motion. 
 
MOTION: That the Three Crossings Plan of Lots No. 2, 2nd Ward, City of 
Pittsburgh, County of Allegheny, prepared for Terminal Leasing, Inc. by Langan, 
dated July 15, 2014 and received by the Planning Commission for preliminary 
review on September 23, 2014 and final review on October 7, 2014 be approved 
and the signatures of the proper officers of the Planning Commission be affixed 
thereto. 

 
MOVED BY Ms. Burton-Faulk;                  SECONDED BY Ms. Askey. 
 
IN FAVOR: Valaw, Brown, Askey, Spruill, Burton-Faulk, Blackwell 
 
RECUSED: Mondor 
 
OPPOSED:  None      CARRIED 
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D. ADJOURNMENT:            3:29 p.m. 
 
 APPROVED BY:   Barbara Valaw 
      ACTING SECRETARY 
 
 Attachments 
 
 
DISCLAIMER:  The official records of the Planning Commission’s meetings are the 
Minutes of the Meetings approved by the Commission’s Secretary, Paul Gitnik.  The 
Minutes are the ONLY official record. 
 
Any other notes, recordings, etc. are not official records of the Planning Commission.  
The Planning Commission cannot verify the accuracy or authenticity of notes, 
recordings, etc., that are not part of the official minutes. 
 
 


