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ART COMMISSION 
 

Minutes of the meeting Wednesday, February 25, 2015 
Beginning at 2:00 p.m. 

 
PRESENT OF THE COMMISSION: Indovino, Luckett, Slavick 
 
PRESENT OF THE STAFF:    Morton Brown 
       Mike Gable 
              
                                   
  

AGENDA ITEMS COVERED IN THESE MINUTES 
 

ITEM PAGE 
1. 513 Court Place  1 
2. Schenley Park Skating Rink 2 
3. Shiloh Street Gateway Sign 2 
4. Poros Restaurant 3 

 

 
A.  Approval of Meeting Minutes 
 
The January minutes were not approved, due to lack of time for review by the Commission. 
They will be up for approval at the next meeting. 
 
B. Correspondence 
 
Letter of support from a community member for the Shiloh sign project was presented by Staff.  
 
C. Items for Review  

 
1. 513 Court Place Sidewalk (Conceptual and Final Approval) 

             Eric Fisher, Fisher ARCHitecture 
 

Fisher presented the current conditions of the sidewalk, which is in poor condition. The goal 
of the project is to refurbish the front of the building, using a copper screen. The project is 
here for approval for the paving on the sidewalk. The paving presented creates a sunburst 
effect with the granite paving. The project will utilize the existing granite curbs. 
 
Luckett commented that it is a beautiful façade. Slavick asked if the green on the copper is 
patina. Fisher answered that the copper is pre-patinaed.  
 
Public Works has provided support for the project.  
 

MOTION:  Conceptual and Final Approval  
MOVED BY        Slavick                   SECONDED BY   Luckett 
IN FAVOR    All 
OPPOSED   None    

CARRIED  
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2. Schenley Skating Rink Addition (Conceptual and Final) 

             Jesse Gidley, Lami Grubb Architects 
 
The Department of Public Works wants to make the facility more accessible to the public, 
with the addition of an elevator tower and accessible parking, and to improve the banquet 
facilities that are in use throughout the year.  
 
The goal of Lami Grubb was to maintain the existing architecture with the new addition. 
Plant material would be pre-grown and used on the elevator shaft to minimize the impact on 
the park setting. There will be a party room on the first and expanded banquet facilities on 
the second floor.  
 
Indovina noticed that there is a budget for an artist and salvaged material available. He 
suggested that another artistic intervention might be more favorable. Slavick agreed that 
they shouldn’t prescribe how to use the copper, and that the project remain open.  
 
Brown noted that Public Works will work with the Public Art Division to do the art project that 
is in the plan. 
 
Luckett asked why the project is over a million dollars and the allocated art money is $5000. 
Goodley responded that $5000 is the artist fee and an additional amount of $12,000 for 
materials, approximately $17,000 with labor and material. The $5,000 is design only and the 
rest is for fabrication. Brown noted that 1% of the project would be $14,000, but for this 
particular project they were able to allocate $17,000. 
 
Slavick asked for clarification on the plant coverage: is it just for the elevator shaft or for 
other areas of the building? Goodley responded that it will just be for the elevator shaft.  
 

MOTION:  Conceptual and Final Approval   
MOVED BY        Luckett                  SECONDED BY   Slavick 
IN FAVOR    All 
OPPOSED     

CARRIED  
 
 
 

3. Shiloh Street Gateway Sign (Conceptual Approval) 
Ilyssa Manspeizer, Mount Washington Community Development Corporation, Sarah 
Thompson, Pashek Associates 

        
 
Manspeizer described the project, noting that the need for signage to draw visitors down to 
the business district is the biggest part of the plan. The MWCDC has gone through a lot of 
community process, there is a third public meeting this evening and a fourth in a month.  
 
Thompson presented the three options for the signage, which borrows from the existing 
architecture from the existing structure. There is an existing trellis piece that juts out into the 
sidewalk. The original concept incorporates that structure. The second option adds more 
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ornament onto the sign, with the skyline and the incline featured in the design. The third 
option uses text only for Shiloh Street Shops.  
 
Luckett asked what the gateway sign looks like from the other side. Thompson answered 
that the sign will not have a lot of backing, there will be perforated mesh to highlight the 
letters, but screen the backside. It is a oneway street so cars won’t see it from the backside, 
but pedestrians will see it. There isn’t enough money in the budget to create a two-sided 
sign. 
 
Luckett asked why in the typeface the ‘s’ is exaggerated. Thompson answered that they 
wanted more than a straight shot across. The ‘s’ makes the sign more dynamic. The 
community liked the ‘s’ letters. Slavick thinks the typeface is distracting, but likes the mesh 
for the signage. Indovina thinks it looks too sleek compared to the existing structures.  
 
Slavick says the incline image is not necessary, the incline is right there, and doesn’t need 
to be restated. Indovina thinks it should look a little bit more like an extension of the existing 
structure.  
 
Thompson noted that the sign will be lit internally or along the beam. There will probably not 
be uplit. Uplighting will be distracting for the apartment and condo buildings around the 
signage.  
 
Brown noted that the color should not be blue, to be confused with regional park signage. A 
choice away from a blue would be ideal. 
 
Thompson noted that the existing structure is actually blue, but they are proposing a gray 
color. 
 
Caz Pellegrini asked to see the site plan and the placement of the signage, because he 
sees “Shiloh Street Shops” but doesn’t see any shops. Manspeizer noted that the 
identification is needed so people can understand that there are more than two shops.  
 
Conceptual approval was granted, but being mindful of the Commissions comments and 
looking at concept 1: the design that looks like an extension of the existing structure. 
 

MOTION:  Conceptual Approval with considerations   
MOVED BY        Luckett                  SECONDED BY   Slavick 
IN FAVOR    All 
OPPOSED     

CARRIED  
 

3. Poros Restaurant Street Cafe (Conceptual and Final Approval) 
       Carry Solomon, DLA Architects, Andy Wisniewski, Highwood Properties and Yves  
       Carreau, Poros Restaurant 
 
The group had been present at the last Art Commission meeting for a briefing. The 
restaurant is by PPG 2. The restaurant will be on the whole second floor of the building, and 
the restaurant will open up to the outside for an outdoor patio dining. The elevation drops off 
from the inside restaurant to the outside, so they are proposing an elevated deck for the 
outdoor dining area, negating the need for steps. All of the trees will be maintained that are 
currently in the area.  
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The plan calls for a trellis system and an open sky format for the dining. There will be nano-
wall type doors that will open up to the outdoor space. There is handicap access along the 
side of the building. The deck is made of a system that is used for rough decks, the planters 
will be made of composite material, and the doors are folding doors.  
 
Slavick asked for clarification on how the trellis opens and closes for  weather. Solomon 
answered that it can open and close on command. Slavick asked how it will be used in the 
winter. Solomon answered that the umbrellas will be gone and the furnishings will be gone 
as well. The tent will not enclose, it is only to provide seasonal protection. 
 
Brown noted that it has been to the Zoning Board of Adjustment, but has yet to be granted 
approval.  
 
 

MOTION:  Conceptual and Final Approval   
MOVED BY        Slavick                  SECONDED BY   Luckett 
IN FAVOR    All 
OPPOSED     

CARRIED  
 
 

D.  Director and Staff Reports 
  
Audio cuts out.  

 
 
Meeting Adjourned 


