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ART COMMISSION 
 

Minutes of the meeting Wednesday, May 27, 2015 
Beginning at 2:00 p.m. 

 
PRESENT OF THE COMMISSION: Indovina, Gray, Heidemann, Luckett, Moss, 

Slavick 
 
PRESENT OF THE STAFF:    Ray Gastil 

Morton Brown 
       Ben Carlise 
              
                                   
  

AGENDA ITEMS COVERED IN THESE MINUTES 
 

ITEM PAGE 
1. Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh Knoxville 1 
2. Law Enforcement Officers K-9 Memorial 2 
3. Deuschtown City Steps Mosaic Mural 2 

 
***Audio from the meeting was not properly recorded. The following minutes 
were produced by staff notes and project applications. 
 
A.  Approval of Meeting Minutes 
 
March and April 2015 minutes were presented for approval. Slavick moved to approve the 
March minutes, Luckett was in favor. All approved. Slavick moved to approve the April minutes, 
Moss seconded. All approved.  
 
B. Correspondence 
 
The Commission was presented with calendars featuring the police K-9 (dog officers).  
 
C. Items for Review  

 
1. Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh Knoxville (Final Approval) 

   Amanda Markovic, GBBN Architects 
 

Markovic presented the plans for the Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh Knoxville. The Library had 
been conceptually approved in March 2015. The Commission had asked to see material 
samples for the building. Markovic provided samples for the Commission. 
 
Markovic stated that the library will be changed as such: This building, as a notable form of 
brutalist architecture, is to maintain its dramatic form while interior space is enhanced by 
providing more daylight, increased visibility, and made a more functional space. An addition is 
necessary to support the growing program of the library, this is shown on the southwest façade. 
The 370 sf addition is separated from the existing building by a glass reveal. In addition to this, 
two small openings are planned along the southwest façade and a pop‐out has been added to 
the northeast façade. The additions will be clad in a dark metal panel, differentiating 
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it from the existing concrete building. It is proposed that a perforated phenolic panel cover the 
existing concrete wall at the front (southeast) elevation between the two existing entrances. The 
panel will match the massing, texture and color of the existing wall, but will be perforated to 
increase visibility along Brownsville Road. By removing portions of the existing masonry wall 
behind it, daylight will filter through the openings and animate the space beyond. The chain link 
fence that was installed at the front roof eave will be removed along with the guardrail at the top 
of the hill along the sidewalk, which is serving as a ladder to easily access the roof. A fence, 
made of the same phenolic material, will be extended from the corner of the building along 
Brownsville Road and the south side property of the library to define a space for children’s 
programming. The fence will also further prevent any further climbing onto the roof. 

 
 
MOTION:  Final Approval  
MOVED BY       Slavick                   SECONDED BY   Moss 
IN FAVOR    All 
OPPOSED   None    

CARRIED  
 
 

 
2. Law Enforcement Officers K-9 Memorial (Conceptual and Final) 

             Donna Best, Law Enforcement Officers Memorial of Allegheny County 
 
Commander Best presented the plans for the K-9 Memorial. The K-9 Memorial will be added 
to the existing Law Enforcement Officers Memorial (LEOM) on the North Shore. The bronze 
statue of the K-9 officer was designed and fabricated by the same artist who designed the 
LEOM, Susan Wagner. The K-9 statue is to scale and will sit at the feet of the to scale 
LEOM figure of a police officer.  
 
Bandit, a K-9 officer and model for the sculpture, was also in attendance and gave his bark 
of approval (during public testimony).  
 
 
 

MOTION:  Conceptual and Final Approval   
MOVED BY        Luckett                 SECONDED BY   Slavick 
IN FAVOR    All 
OPPOSED     

CARRIED  
 

3. Deuschtown City Steps Mosaic Mural (Conceptual and Final Approval) 
Ruth Ann Dailey, Community Alliance of Spring Garden and Linda Wallen, artist 

        
 
Dailey and Wallen presented the concepts for the Deuschtown City Steps Mosaic Mural 
project. The artwork will wrap around the base of the city steps located at the very busy 
intersection of Chestnut, Itin, and Concord Streets. Composed of glass, mirror, and clay 
tiles, it will invoke the community’s settling by Swiss farmers, its rich architectural history and 
waves of German speaking immigrants.  
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The mural will be desgined by Wallen with significant community support and interaction. 
The concept design includes flowers, buildings of Deuschtown, and birds.  
 
The Community Alliance of Spring Garden will maintain the artwork and raise funds for the 
maintenance. The mosaic will be permanent.  
 

MOTION:  Conceptual and Final Approval  
MOVED BY      Slavick                  SECONDED BY   Heidemann 
IN FAVOR    All 
OPPOSED     

CARRIED  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Meeting Adjourned 


